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LONDON'S “FOODEASY’ RACKE 





Broadway Legit Production Slow; 
Only 1] Starting Dates Set Till Dec. 1 





By JACK PULASKI 


Broadway’s legit season of 1947-48 
will be exceptionally late in reach- 
ing active proportions unless pro- 
ducers speed up during the current 
month. So far only a few shows 
have fixed definite opening dates be- 
tween now and Dec. 1, a record low 
of 11 being in that grouping.. There 
are many more shows in various 
stages of preparation, and the list of 
debuts will be upped by a number 
of imports, but showmen generally 
are in no hurry to go into rehearsal. 
Same goes for actors, judging from 
the number sticking in summer 
stocks. 

Two shows are slated to open in 
late August, one being a double ar- 
rival. Only one has set a date for 
September and six are carded for 
October, mostly bunched together 
early that month. Scenic shops have 
productions in work that are not yet 
earmarked for start of rehearsals, 
and so those shows won't be retarded 
in opening if there should be a man- 
agerial rush. That could happen, 
especially if strawhats are more pro- 
ductive in Broadway possibilities 
than heretofore. And recognized 

(Continued on page 46) 


Internal Revenue 
Admits Failuré To 





Nab One-Pic Outfits 


Washington, Aug. 5. 

Bureau of Internal Revenue has 
bogged down in its drive against 
Hollywood’s  single-picture cor- 
porations and has made virtually no 
Progress during the more than a 
year it has been working on this 
matter. Although the bureau let in- 
formation leak, months ago, that it 
Was sending bills to various Holly- 
wood biggies for additional income 
taxes, absolutely nothing has been 
done in this line yet, according to 
insiders in the bureau’s main offices 

ere, 

One-pic companies are designed to 
take advantage of the capital-gains 
Situation under which they pay only 
85% tax. These outfits fold after 
making one film, then form a new 
Corporation under the same setup. 

The orginal test case against pro- 
ducer Samuel Goldwyn has not even 
Sotten to the stage of a bill for ad- 

(Continued on page 42) 


SEE N.Y.-TO-CHI TELE 





WORKING OKAY IN 1948 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 
Transmission of video programs 
from New York to Chicago in 1948 
Was predicted by Noran Kersta, 
Manager of NBC’s tele department, 
members of the NBC-Northwest- 
&tn Univ. Summer Radio Institute 
ere last week. He said that coaxial 
fable would be completed by that 
time. 
‘ Kersta also said that NBC expected 
0 extend New York-Schenectady- 
ashington network to Baltimore in 
he next few months. : 


Airline’s Patron Pix 


New Orleans, Aug. 5. 

Pix 5,000 feet above the Mississippi 
Valley may soon become a regular 
“passenger comfort” aboard Chicago 
& Southern DC-4 planes as a result 
of an experimental showing Thurs- 
day (31) on a ship traveling between 
Memphis and here. 

Permanent installation of the 
equipment would make Chicago & 
Southern the first domestic air line 
in the U. S.. to feature pictures on 
their regular flights. Only firstrun 


| pix would be shown. 





Plenty Prospects 
For Pix Found 


On Hayloft Route 


Film finds among the eastern 
strawhat legit players have been 
few and far between thus far this 
season. But even though the 1947 
barnyard cycle is already well past 
the midway marker, pic talent 
scouts from the majors are chalking 
up this season as one of the most 
successful in years in the number of 
young players who have been tagged 
promising prospects. 

During this season, talent depart- 
ments at RKO, Paramount and 20th- 
Fox have been making intensive 
forays into the backwoods, from 
Maine to Virginia, each one cover- 
ing between 120 to 140 productions. 
Metro’s talent gunners, who in past 
years gave full coverage to the 
strawhatters, decided to sit it out 
this year on the theory that the best 
ones of all finally come to Broadway 
anyway, 

RKO talent chief Arthur Willi 
commented on his summer labors by 





saying “if the season turns up only 

one crackerjack kid like Barbara 

Bel Geddes, then I'm __ happy.” 
(Continued on page 46) 


AAF IN WORLD-WIDE 
PICTURE COVERAGE 


Washington, Aug. 5. 

The Army Air Forces is reorganiz- 
ing and expanding its motion picture 
service, including new world-wide 
pic coverage of AAF events. 

This new flying camera circus is 
about to get under way, with the first 
crew leaving for Germany very 
shortly. units are expected 
to be dispatched to Japan, Greece, 
Austria and other areas to make 
celluloid records of AAF activities. 





thar 
tice 











|begin feeding prints of the pictures 
|to the newsreel companies, as was 
ithe case during the war. 


In order to build up its photo- 


graphic setup, the AAF is taking | 


(Continued on page 47) 


‘CLUBS’ ALLOW 


By ABEL GREEN 


London, Aug. 5. 
London’s “foodeasies,” 
more and more as a “gray market” 
means of circumventing the law, 
give the average American-in-Lon- 
don the feeling that the speakeasy 
era is back again. 
These “clubs,” with their pseudo- 
exclusive memberships, constitute the 





major means of getting what little 
there is left of London’s meager 
larder. Following recommendations, 
“admission” and “membership” fees 
of one pound each—$8 in all—the 
member has the privilege of paying 
ceiling prices for meals. 

Fashionable town houses’ are 
packed for luncheon, dinner and 
supper with hungry Londoners who 
already are griping at the $40 vaca- 
tion-allowance restrictions as of 
Sept. 1. Within the tight little isle 
the blacketeering in food and drink 
is the one big problem next to dollar 
exchange and the Labor government. 
Americans are welcome with “hon- 
orary” memberships in these clubs, 
for obvious reasons. 

Wise hotel guests find that they 
get better food eating in their rooms 
than in the formerly fashionable 
grillrooms because the upstairs din- 

(Continued on page 46) 


SEE ATTLEE KEY 
TO US.-ANGLO 
PIC TAX 


London, Aug. 5. 

Prime Minister Attlee’s statement 
to Parliament tomorrow (Wednes- 
day) on Britain’s desperate economic 
plight may provide the answer to 
the U. S. film industry’s drive to 
stave off An ad valorem tax on Hol- 
lywood product. American film 
interests’ counter-proposals were 





transmitted yesterday (Monday) by 
Motion Picture Assn. prez _ Eric 
Johnston to Chancellor of the Ex- 


chequer Hugh Dalton. Johnston's 
plan, details of which are confiden- 
tial, is understood to ask for the 
revival in some form of wartime 
coin-freezing measures rather than 
Dalton’s proposed duty based on 
earnings of a film in Britain 
{In New York it was disclosed 
M\nday (4) that the alternative 
plan proposed by the MPA was 
(Continued on page 29) 
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Provocative Title 
Operators at 20th-Fox’s New 





It is understood that the AAF will} 


York exchange answer the tele- 
phone with the name of the 
company, plus the title of one 
of the current pix. It goes, for 
instance: “Good médrning, 20th 
Century-Fox, ‘Forever Amber’.” 

Wags are now waiting foc re- 
lease of “The Snake Pit.” 





_—— 








flourishing | 


Penny-Poor Demos 





| 
» . | 
Spain Nixes Carol Spoof 
Mexico City, Aug. 5. 
Pic censors in Spain have nixed 
the Mexican film “El Rey se 
Divierte” (“The King Is Amused”), 
a spoof on ex-King Carol of Ru- 
mania, made by Producciones Grovas 
| while Carol lived in Mexico, which 
|was during most of the war. Pic | 
;did mildly in Mexico. 





Can't Match GOP, 


VFACH ApeeS Which Plans Spending 1006 on Air Time 


Washington, Aug. 5. 

The Republicans are way out 
ahead of the Demos in their use of 
radio time, according to reports here, 
While the Republican National Come 
mittee is coordinating a heavy bar- 
rage of broadcasts on network and 
local station time, the Democratic 
National Committee is still strug- 
gling along without a radio director 
or sufficient cash in the till to buy 
platters for its rank and file on 
Capitol Hill. While the Demos get an 





Carol’s friends made some objec- 
| tion to production of the pic, but to 
|no avail. Carol himself is said to 
| have been amused when he saw it 
| in a local cinema. 


Soviets, Yanks 
Near Deal—On 
Sale of Pictures 


The Russians are giving signs of 
shelving their veto in the long 
drawn-out negotiations with the Mo- 
tion Picture Export Assn. for im- 
portation of American films. They 
have agreed in principle to the U. S. 
industry’s demand on a deal for a 
sizable block of films to be accepted 
Over a period of time, rather than 
for very occasional spot buys of a 
few pix. 

Agreement puts the Soviet and 
U. S. filmmakers the closest they 
have ever been to consummating a 
lasting deal. 

Russians opened the negotiations 
with the expressed desire of buying 
just seven pictures on a flat-fee 
basis. Irving Maas, veepee and gen- 
eral manager of the MPEA, in- 
formed Nicholas Napoli, head of 
Artkino, Russe distributing com- 
pany in the U. S., who was negotiat- 
ing the buy for his principals, that 
the deal was not acceptable. Desire 
of American companies to have their 
| product play in the Soviet Union 
| was stressed by Maas, but he in- 
| (Continued on page 46) 


WORLD CULTURAL WEB 











even break in use of political ether 
| on the networks, they are not going 
after radio time with anything like 
the GOP’s enthusiasm. 

Result is that the Republican Con- 


gress may have an easier job of 
maintaining itself in power next 
year and President Truman will 


probably have to buck the toughest 
kind of ether competition from the 
GOP stalwarts in °48. Observers 
here are amazed that the Demos, 
with the example of FDR and the 
fireside chats before them, are miss- 
ing a bet on radio. The Republicans, 
it seems, have learned more from 
FDR’s radio record than have the 
Demos and are working hard to 
(Continued on page 42) 


See Demand for Big 
Nitery Names; Modest 
Supporting-Act Coin 


Nitery owners converging on New 
York to buy talent from major and 
indie talent offices indicate that the 
forthcoming season will produce an 
unprecedented demand for names 
which will shoot upper-salaried acts 
to highest points in history at the 
expense of middle and lower sala- 
ried performers. 

The operators, according to the 
talent agencies, declare that bidding 
for performers such as_ Sophie 
Tucker, Joe E. Lewis, Lena Horne, 
Milton Berle and others selling for 
around $5,000 or over, is unusually 
heavy because operators are unwill- 
ing to take chances with anything 
but proven draws. They feel that, 
with nitery business on the wane be- 
cause of the general recession in the 
entertainment industry, the only 
way they can maintain profitable 
levels is with top names. 








PLANS TAKING SHAPE 


Washington, Aug. 5. | 
| Plans for a worldwide cultural | 
| radio web are very much alive again, | 
|it was disclosed last Friday (1),! 
when Lloyd Free, special assistant | 
to the director of OIE (formerly 
OIC) of the State Dept., flew to 
Paris to huddle with experts of 
countries on pians for the interna- 
tional net. Such a network would 
operate under the aegis of both the 
United Nations and UNESCO. Free 
was formerly counselor on mass 
media in the secretariat of the per- 
paratory commission of UNESCO. | 

Talk of a worldwide cultural ra- | 
dio web has been going on for "S| 


i 
| 
' 





past 18 months, but it appeared to 
be dying out in recent months. 





On the other hand, they feel that 
they'll make up for the’ super 


_ Salary of the headliners by booking 


cheaper surrounding bills. That 
method has worked out at the 
Copacabana, N. Y., where Monte 


Proser splurges heavily on the top 
(Continued on page 38) 


DURANTE, LAWFORD 
TEAM UP FOR VAUDE 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 

Jimmy Durante is rehearsing a 
new vaude act with Peter Lawford 
on the Metro lot between their 
scenes in “On An Island With You.” 

Pair would step out on a stage 
tour if they can arrange their screen 
commitments. 
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No Serious Difficulties on Taxes 


For Amus. Industry Seen by U.S. 





Washington, Aug. 5. 

While there is considerable over- 
Japping between the states and cities 
and the Federal government in the 
field of amusement taxation, it pro- | 
sides no serious conflict which would | 
require early action to straighten 
out. This is the conclusion of a} 
Treasury tax study of Federa)-state | 
tax relations. 

If this yardstick should be adopted 
by Congress in its plan to overhaul | 
the Federal tax structure, it might 
indicate there would be no speedy | 
change in the 20% federal tax bite. | 

“All factors considered,” said the | 
report issued Sunday (3), “there are 
no compelling reasons for an imme- | 
diate coordination effort in the field 
of amusement taxations. Due to the 
fact that interstate commerce is not 
a consideration, states and munici- 
palities are able to administer this 
group of taxes with reasonable suc- 
cess.” 

“The expanding use of admissions 
fax at the local level this far has 
created no special problems. In only 
a few cases are city and state amuse- 
ment taxes overlapping. Of the 
cities, only those in Alabama, Mis- 
souri and West Virginia overlap | 
state taxes and in the case of Mis- | 
souri cities the tax is of limited ap- 
plication.” 

The Treasury figures show that 21 
states now have admissions taxes. in- 
cluding those states where the bite 
is part of a statewide general sales 
tax, generally only 2%. In addition, 
29 cities have been applying an ad- 
missions tax. This does not include | 
the states such as New York, which | 
recently authorized cities to collect | 
an admissions levy. 

The Federal Government instituted | 
its first 10% bite on admissions in | 
1917, changing to 20% in 1943. In 
most years three have been exemp- | 
tions. These have varied from 5c. in | 
1917 to $3 in 1928. Since 1941, there | 
has been no exemption. 

The pre-war Federal yields were | 
fairly small. 


| 








_ Sports Shorts 


There were over 31,000 in at- 
tendance at Jamaica track Sat- 
urday (2), getaway day, before 
the races switched to Saratoga, 
it being a 30% increase over the 
daily average at the Long Is- 
land pony park during July. 

When the game at the Yankee 
Stadium was postponed last 
Thursday (31) because of 
“threatening weather,” it was the 
first time in baseball history for 
such an alibi, and frontoffice was 
panned plenty. Busloads of 
youngsters, who brought their 
lunches, were disappointed, not 
understanding how the game 
could be called off despite bright 


sunshine, although it had been 
cloudy in the: morning. Under- 


stood the move was made to con- 
serve the team’s pitchers, three 
crack Yankee  flingers . ailing. 
Still, the replacement hurlers 
are doing plenty okay, and the 


American League. 








In 1940, for instance, | 
the tax brought in only $21,900,000. | 


Betty Grable. Tops 
Skouras,.Her Boss, 
By 436 in Salary 


Philadelphia, Aug. 5. 
Betty Grable collected $299,333 
from 20th-Fox in -1946, topping by 
$43.411 the $255,922 income of her 
boss, Spyros P. Skouras, president of 
the company, according to the cor- 
poration’s annual report to the Se- 
curities and Exchange Commission. 
The report, which, as in all in- 


| comes listed by the SEC, represents | 


the gross sum before payment of 
taxes, also revealed that Charles P. 
Skouras, president of National The- 
atres, may receive $846,695 from Na- 
tional Theatrés Amus. Co., Inc., a 
subsidiary, pending settlement of a 
stockholders’ suit. The report 


In fiscal 1946, the return to the g0v-| showed the base salary of Charles 


ernment was $415,000,000, including | 


the bite on nightclub checks. 
The first state amusement tax was 


levied by Connecticut in 1921 and | 
was set at only 50% of the Federal | 


tax, then 10% and with a 10 cent ex- 
emption. 





OK Tax In 7 Ohio Cities 
Akron, Aug. 5. 

Officials of seven northwestern 
Ohio cities have voted to recommend 
to their respective city councils the 
enactment of uniferm ordinances for 
a 3% admission tax without any ex- 
emptions. The state admissions tax 
is due to expire Oct. 1. 

Towns affected are Fostoria, Fre- 
mont, Findlay, Tiffin, Mansfield, Van 
Wert and Bucyrus. 





Shelby, 0., 3% Tax 
Shelby, O., Aug. 5. 
City Council of Shelby is expected 
to enact a 3% admissions tax, as rec- 
ommended by Mayor Frank C. Long. 


Admiral Ripley to Sea 


Albany, Aug. 5. 

Robert L. Ripley will sail his Chi- 
nese junk, the Mon Lei, up the Hud- 
son river to Albany Friday (8), 
where he will do the weekly net- 
work broadcast from the boat or 
the Ten Eyck hotel. He will ad- 
dress the Rotary Club, hold a press 
reception, and -make a personal ap- 
pearance at the Palace theatre. Sat- 
urday the “Believe It Or Not” cre- 
ator will be honored by Saratoga 
Springs on “Ripley Day,” and will 
appear with Sophie Tucker at the 
Piping Rock club. 


Ripley, whose Albany area dates 
are being publicized by Hearst's 
Times-Union, will take the ship 
back to New York, with the winner 
of the local “Believe It Or Not,” on 
Sunday. Hudson River valley may- 
ors have been invited to go aboard 
the junk at Albany. 


Kjellin’s DOS Debut 


Hollywood, Aus. 5. 

Alf Kjellin, Swedish film and stage 
star inked by David O. Selznick, 
debuts with one of the top roles in 
the Jennifer Jones starrer, “Tender 
is the Night.” Picture, based on an 
F. Scott Fitzgerald novel, rolls early 
next year. 

Kjellin, accompanied by his wife 
and four-year-old son, has already 
errived in New York on board the 
Gripsholm, 








P. Skouras as $135,000. , 
Other gross renumerations  re- 
ported to the SEC included those 


of the following RKO executives: 
N. Peter Rathvon, president, 
$104,540; Ned FE. Depinet, vice- 


chairman of the board, $105,010, and 
Malcolm Kingsberg, 
$71,260. 


Cary Grant to England 
For Korda Pic Talks 








; Cary Grant sailed for England 

Friday (1) to finalize his British 
film deal with Sir Alexander Korda. 
Actor declared that both he and 
Korda have two untitled stories in 
mind, but his filmmaking in Britain 
probably won't begin until next Jan- 
uary. He plans to stay abroad for 
two or three weeks, then is due for 
Hollywood assignment in an Eric 
| Hodgins yarn, “Mr. Blanding Builds 
His Dream Home,” at RKO upon his 
return, 

Korda deal originally was to have 
been consummated last spring, Grant 
said, but was held up my his stint 
in Samuel Goldwyn’s 
Wife.” Published last year by Simon 

t. Schuster, “Mr. Blanding” 


bought by RKO early this year. It’s 


paying considerably more. 


Riggs, Cut.in Car Mishap, 





| 
| 
team is away out in front in the | 
| 


vice-president, | 


_a humorous story about a fellow who 
'expects to buy a house for a modest ! 
| price, but eventually finds himself | 


4 














268th WEEK ! 
KEN MURRAY’S 


“BLACKOUTS OF 1947” 
Et Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. | 


Coming soon, the most unusual | 
picture ever made, KEN ees 
RAY’S Proeduction, “BILL AND 
Coo,” in Trucolor. A Republic re- | 
lease. ° 








Bway Columnists to Be 
Unbilled Collabers On 
Film Rap at New York 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 

| Broadway columnists next week 
|will receive a questionnaire on 
| which they’re asked to enumerate 
|the 20 most objectionable features 
lof living in New York. Results of 
| the poll will be used in Screen 
| Plays’ “Se This Is New York,” based 
;on Ring Lardner’s “The Big Town,” 
filming to attack the old Manhattan 
|premise that anything outside of 
| New York is strictly alfalfa. Script, 
now being prepped by Herbert 
Baker and Carl Foreman, is con- 
|cerned strictly with the novel thesis 
|that New York isn’t even a great 
| place to visit, let alone live. 
Sharp-tongued Henry Morgan, the 
cynical ether satirist who lampoons 
|radio commercials, will be chief 
| protagonist of the eynical Lardner 
|philosophy that “everybody 
‘Continued on page 38) 


‘TRANSCRIPTION SHOW 
FOR ORSON WELLES 


No timewaster is Orson Welles. 

Simultaneously with reports from 
| London that it is likely he will act 
| in and direct a play there, word has 
| been received from Hollywood that 





|a deal is about to be closed by which 
|he’ll do a series of three-half-hour 
transcriptions a week for U. S. sta- 
| tions, 
| London arrangement is for Welles 
| possibly to do the legiter under the 
; banner of C. B. Cochran, with fi- 
nancial backing by Sir Alexander 
| Korda, for whom Welles is to pro- 
| duce, write, direct and act in a Alm. 
Play is being set for late fall or early 
| winter with the picture to be made 
in London next summer. 

Welles is now in London huddling 

(Continued on page 45) 


Lilie-Buchanan Set 
For New Charlot Revue 








|now set to revive with two of its 
‘onetime stars, Beatrice Lillie and 


“Bishop’s | Jack Buchanan, with Gertrude Law- 


|rence definitely not to be in it. 


was Revue will open in Boston Oct. 13. 


Odd factor is fact that musical will 
be put together in Britain, where it 
will be tried out for a couple of 
weeks, then brought to the U. S. 
| Revue will bring over several new 
British players unknown in America. 





Nixes Radio Reunion Date Warners Skeds Biog Of 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 5. 
| Tommy Riggs, 
been spending some time here with 


|his mother, was pain ully injtred— 


| last week in.an auto crack-up just a 


| short time before he was scheduled 


|to make a guest appearance before 


| the local Radio and Television Club. | 
/ He came out of the collision with | 
| two badly cut eyes and a gash in his 
required four stitches 


| nose which 
ite close. Riggs was taken to a 
| hospital immediately but was able 
ite return home a short time later. 
The accident, of course, canceled out 
his date at the RTC. 


Appearance was to have also been 


'a@ sentimental anniversary, since it 


would have been almost 10 years to 
the day that Riggs, following a long 
| career in local radio first as half of 
| the team of Riggs & Moke and later 
as a single with his mythical doll, 
| Betty Lou, got his first bigtime break 
'on the old Rudy Vallee show. 


radio star who's | 
j 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 
Seabiscuit’s racing career will be 
filmed by Warners. Rights to the 
story of the late turf champion were 
acquired by Jack L. Warner from 
C. S. Howard, its former owner. 
Picture, te be titled “The Story of 
| Seabiscuit,’ will be made in Tech- 
nicolor and directed by David But- 
ler, who piloted the heavy-grossing 
horse film, “Kentucky.” Understood 
Sea Sovereign, one of Seabiscuit’s 
progeny, will play his sire on the 
screen. 





Europe to N. Y. 

David Farrar 

Emerson Foote 

Lerrence Macgrath 

Peggy Phillips 

David A. Smart 

Bob Terridge 

Robert Weait 





| rate 
| Turkish, 


| authorizes 





| 
| 
| 


i 


on |was in 


The new Andre Charlot revue is | 


State Dept. Info Div. Takes 
Belt in Under Congress 
Cuts; Benton to Stay On 


Washington, Aug. 5. 
State’s international information 
division will be cutting its cloth to 
match its reduced pocketbook, Asst. 
Secretary of State William Benton 


State Law Places 
New Curbs On 
N.Y. Kid Actors 





declared at a press conference last | 


Thursday (1), but. disclosed that his > 


operation had -ome off much better 
than the publie generally realized. 

Benton, incidentally, killed off re- 
ports that he intends to quit by as- 
serting that he would stick around 
as long as he could dv a job. Im ad- 
dition to stepped up broadcasts to 
Russia, the State Dept. will inaugu- 
programs in Arabic and 
beginning in October. 
P--ograms in less critical areas will 
be reduced to provide the necessary 
funds. 

Benton said he was confident that 


i when some 80 Congressmen, includ- 
| ing a special committee of the House 
ijand Senate Foreign Affairs commit- 


tees, get back from their interna- 
tional junkets this summer, the 
“Voice of America” would win much 
greater support on Capitol Hill. 

In accordance with the necessary 
cuts, Benton is reorganizing [is set- 
up as follows: 

1. Office o” International Informa- 
tion and Cultural Affairs (OIC) be- 
comes the Office of Information and 
Educational Exchange (OIE).* Latter 
is the title in the Mundt bill which 
the Benton office as a 
permanent agency of the State Dept. 

2. The 10 operating divisions of 
OIC will be reduced to four under 
OIE. Tre separated press, publica- 
tions and motion picture divisions 
will become a new press and films 
division, International Broadcasting 
Division will continue unchanged. 

3. The Washington and New York 
staffs will be reduced from 1,013 to 
649 persons. The overseas staff will 
drop from 1.813 to 897. Offices have 
already been closed in 10 countries. 

Benton’s overall. operation 


| restrictions on the 


New law, passed during the re. 
cent session of the New York State 
Legislature at Albany, places various 
employment of 
minors in radio, television and films 
effective Sept. 1. Somewhat similar 
regulations have applicd to legit and 
vaude for years. 

The statute differentiates between 
cities of more than 1,000,000 popula- 
tion (New York City is the only 
such) and smaller citics and towns. 
In New York, permission for the 
employment of performers under 16 
years old must be obtained from a 
representative of the Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty of Children 
and from the Mayor's office. Howe 
ever, it’s understood that the Mayor 
may waite the formality as far ag 
his office is concerned. In all cases, 
application must be made at least 
48 hours in advance, and various 
details about the performance: must 
be supplied in writing. 


Henry Jaffe, attorney for the 
American Federation of Radio Art- 
ists, is trying to arrange with the 


SPCC representative for a standard 
procedure to handle the situation, 
It’s figured that in the case of run- 
ning parts in a radio series, it may 
be possible to have a blanket permit 
for a period of severa! weeks. Also, 
in the case of frequently-employed 
performers, the routine may be 
simplified. However, it isn’t clear as 
yet whether, in the case of a spon- 
sored program, the network or ad 


| ageney would make the application. 


In the case of sustaining shows, of 
course, the network or station would 
have the task. The law does not ap- 
ply to broadeasts originating in 


| churches or schools, or to studio con- 


got | 
$20,000,000, or 60% of the $34,000,000 | 


| 


asked. One of the biggest reductions | 


motion pictures which 
dropped from $2,700,000 last year to 
only $400,000 this year. “Voices of 
America” broadcasting got $6,200,000 
against $7,800,000 requested. Benton 
got virtually all he asked for 
UNESCO and special projects to 
Latin America. 


STRIKE BALLOT MAILED 
TO MEMBERS OF SAG 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 

Ballot containing two questions, 
| ratify or strike, was mailed to 9,000 
members of the Screen Actors Guild 
yesterday ‘Mon.), accompanied by 
a detailed summary of the proposed 
one-year contract with the motion 
picture producers. 

Questions on the ballot are: 

1—Shall the revised basic agree- 
ment of 1947 be ratified? 

2—Shall the board of directors of 
Screen Actors Guild be empowered 
to call a strike at such time as it sees 
fit against any producer who does 
not sign the revised basic agreement 
of 1947 on or before Aug. 22, 1947? 

Deadline for the return of the 
| ballots to the SAG office is mid- 
night, Aug. 14. 


Sues Birdwell for 16G 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 

Press agent Russell Birdwell is 
being sued for $16,700 on money 
allegedly borrowed from _ actress 
Venita Varden Oakie. Suit was 
instituted through attorney S. 
Schwartzberg for I. Ginsberg, who 
claims the debt has been assigned 
'to him. 
Plaintiff reported $800 of the debt 











" has been paid and that Birdwell had 
Seabiscuit, Turf Champ , acknowledged the debt. Schwartz- 


j}berg also claimed that Birdwell 
notified his client last month that 
| he was working for Charles Chaplin 
at a good salary but that his income 
after taxes is only $150 weekly. 
Birdwell had no comment. 





N. Y. to Europe 
Judith Abbott 
Jack Buchanan 
Virginia Field 
Carl Fisher 
Max Gordon 
Cary Grant . 
David Jones 
Beatrice Lillie 
Frederick Lonsdale 
John Nathan 
William S. Paley 
Samuel Schneider 
Eleanor Steber 
Elizabeth Taylor 
Jack Train 





testants in audience 
programs. 

In the case of cities and towns of 
less than 1,000,000 population, the 
State Edueation Commission will set 
up procedures with local mayors er 
school boards. 

As far as is known, 
picture companies 


participation 


the various 
have made no 


| plans for operating under the new 


regulations. It’s figured each com- 


| pany will do go more or less inde- 


pendently, prebably in cooperation 


| with the eastern office of the Screen 
| Actors Guild. 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Neil Agnew 
Lou Astor 
George Bagnall 
William Brennan 
Buddy Clark 
Buddy Coleman 
Luther Davis 
Bruce Dodge 
James Dunn 
Ed Gerlich 

Ben Goetz 

Paul Graetz 

Sid Grauman 
Jacques Grinieff 
Mary Harris 
Mark Hellinger 
Elia Kazan 
Arthur W. Kelly 
Milton Kramer 
Paul N. Lazarus, Jr. 





Lester Lewis 

Al Lichtman 
Philip Loeb 
Carmen Miranda 
Maria Montez 
Joseph H. Moskowitz 
Gregory Peck 
William Pizor 
Victor Saville 
Gradwell L. Sears 
Dave Sebastian 
Harry Sherman 
Teddi Sherman 
Norman Siegal 
Frank Sinatra 
Donald Ogden Stew: t 
Herbert Stothart 
Dave Sussman 
Ben Washer 
Jacqueline White 
Billy Wilder 
Carey Wilson 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Robert S. Benjamin 
Rene Clair 
Paul Denis 
Lynn Farnoi 
Arnold Grant 
Bob Hussey 
Harold Mirish 
Dudley Nichols 
Ruth Reynolds 
Jack Rieger 
Sam Shayton 
Leonard Spigelgass 
| Arnold Stang 
|} Helen Tamiris 
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JA Board, Naming 


Gives Him Free 


Sears a Member, 


Hand on Co. Plans 





General outline of his plans for¢ 


the company were given the board | 
of directors of United Artists yes- 
terday (Tuesday) by Grad Sears fol- 


lowing his election as UA prexy. 


Sears was given the backing of the | 


poard—which is neither completely 
optimistic nor unskeptical of his 
ability to pull UA out of its present 
muddled state—to go ahead with his | 
plans as he sees fit. 

Another meeting of the board is 
slated for today. Corporate matters 
only were taken up yesterday, plus 
approval of the plan of aiding in the 
financing of UA producers. Today’s 
meeting will concentrate on produc- 
tion plans and deals. 
tended by George Bagnall, v.p. in 
charge of production, who arrived in 
New York yesterday. 

As per agreement of owners Mary 
Pickford and Charles Chaplin last 
week when they decided on upping 
the v.p. over distribution to prez, 
Arthur W. Kelly was named exec. 
v.p. He is already a member of the 
board. Kelly’s term of office. was 
get at three years. He will be in com- 
plete charge of the foreign dept. As 
v.p. over distribution, Sears was in 
charge of both foreign and domestic 
sales. 

As well as being elected prexy 
yesterday, Sears was named to the 
board. That was the most important 
move in connection with the UA 
exec shifts, since it makes him the 
“ninth member of the directorate and 
gives him the decisive vote in event 
of a clash between the two owners. 
These clashes, with no one with a 





vote to break the tie, has perpetually | 


(Continued on page 6) 


Air Affiliation Seems 
To Clear Pic Stars Of 
Ban on Cuffo Guestints 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 

Right or wrong, you’re right, so 
long as you've got “radio rights” 
written in a studio contract watch- 
dogged by your ad agency. That, at 
least, is the decision of the Johnston 
office regarding Dorothy Lamour’s 
cuffo guesting on Frances Scully’s 
ABC network “Star Gazing,” last 
week, agented by N. W. Ayer, which 
handles her “Front and Center” pro- 
gram. Miss Lamour’s stint with 

“Scully was presumed to be in vio- 

lation of the free-guesting ban in 
éffect—but not always workable— 
between producers and the Motion 
Picture Assn. 

The incident again n.ade it appear 
that Paramount, to which Miss 
Lamour is contracted, was spear- 
heading the rebellion against the as- 
sorted ether bans but this time there 
was no hairline technicality, as 
when Par “took over” the Erskine 
Johnson show on Mutual and played 


(Continued from page 17) 


POSSIBLE ACTION ON 
RKO SALE THIS WEEK 


Action in N. Peter Rathvon’s ef- 
forts to purchase control of RKO 
may come during the next week, 
with return of Floyd Odlum, head of 
Atlas Corp., to New York. Odlum, 
Whose outfit owns a controlling in- 
terest in RKO, was discharged over 
the weekend from Mayo Clinic, 
Rochester, Minn., where he under- 
went a minor operation, 

Odlum has acknowledged his will- 
ingness to sell his interest for a re- 
Ported $10,000,000 to $12,000,000. In- 
volved are 900,000 shares of common 
and 325,000 warrants owned by 
Atlas. 

Delay in negotiations 
Rathvon and Odlum has given rise 








to a flock of rumors. Among them is | 


talk that Music Corp. of America’s 


Jules Stein and Lew Wasserman are | 


Prepared to function as agents in the 
ot. Another report is that David 
Selznick may be tied up with 


Rathvon in efforts to get the com- 
Pany, 


It will be at- | 


;and producer on how 


between | 


Work Near Dynamite, 
U-I Extras’ Pay Hiked | 


Hollywo@d, Aug. 5. 

Extras engaged in hazardous 
thesping in Universal-International’s 
“Tap Roots” had pay boosted to $35 
a day over the weekend. They ob- 
|} jected early last week to regular 
wages when they noticed several 
|wagonloads of dynamite being 
trucked onto set. 
Screen Extras Guild officers, after 
inspecting daily rushes, recommend- 
ed that those working close to ex- 
plosive in film’s battle scenes be 
| upped. Those outside the danger 





zone get the regular $15.56. 





Cutting of Film 
To Get Airing In 
SDG Pact Talks 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 

That old conflict between director 
a film should 
be cut is expected to get an airing 
in negotiations with the studios by 
the Screen Directors Guild on the 
new basic agreement coming up next 
March. SDG will seek to have in- 
cluded a clause guaranteeing a di- 
rector at least one public preview of 
his picture edited according to his 
own ideas. 

Directdr, producer and front office 
frequently are in violent disagree- 
ment on exactly how a picture 
should be cut. Inasmuch as the di- 
rector is often low man of the trio, 
so far as authority is concerned, he 
gets squelched. SDG maintains that 
inasmuch as he directed and knows 
what he had in mind, it is only logi- 

(Continued on page 18) 


FILM CO. DIVVIES 359 
AHEAD FOR 3 MOS. 


Washington, Aug. 5. 

For the three-month period end- 
ing May 31, motion picture film divi- 
dends were running 35% ahead of 
the same period in record-smashing 
1946, according to figures released 
last week by the Department of 
Commerce. The quarterly return to 
industry stockholders was a terrific 
| $12,616,000, compared with $8,947,000 
| for the same period last year, 

For the first five months of 1947, 
tHe melon amounted to $16,319,000, 
against $11,22,000 for that period of 
1946. 

The May divvy, however, was a 
slim $188,000. During May, 1946, it 
was a lusty $1,074,000. This was due 
to the fact that RKO declared its 
dividend in April this year and in 
May last year. 

Department of Commerce reminds 
that its figures cover only publicly 
reported cash dividends, which are 
about 60% of all cash dividends 
paid, 


Prez Shoulda Been At 
Least $30 Worth of GOP 


Washington, Aug. 5. 
Erie Johnston 








a Republican, 
Assn, 

Johnston went to the White House | 
to give Mr. Truman the documentary 
film sent as a gift to the President 
iby the Polish Government. Johnston 
was made official courier during his 
visit to Poland. 





ree sent 
ecent 


York,” 
“the customs inspector insisted that 
the film was subject to duty. I ex- 
plained to him that it was a gift 
to you from the Polish government. 

“The inspector said, ‘I don’t care 
whether it’s for Truman or not. [m 
a Republican.’ ” So Johnston paid 


| and got his pic through customs. 


would be $30 in, 
pocket money if Harry Truman were 
the Motion Picture | 
disclosed here last Friday (1). | 


“When my plane landed in New | 
Johnston told the President, | 





FALL-OFF IN 
WOOD PITCH 


Hollywood's easy 
be losing 
|Topnotch writers who used to turn 


coin appears to | 





its lure for the literati. 


| out their plays and books with an 


eye on screen sugar seem to be 


giving the go-by to the film studios. | 


That’s the 


verdict of story editors 


ing drop in buys of novels and legiters 


| during the first six months of this | 


year. Slide was about 35% from 
the final six months of last year. 

There were 97 books and plays 
bought by majors and independents 
'from Jan. 1 to June 30, 1946; and 
exactly the same number, by coin- 
cidence, from July 1 to Dec. 31, 1946. 
This is in contrast to only 64 such 
buys from Jan. 1 to June 30 of this 
year. Originals and _ unpublished 
stories are not counted in the tabu- 
lation. 

While a total of what was paid 
for the properties this year as against 
last isn’t available, it’s believed that 
there’s been even more than the 
35% drop monetarily. That’s because 
of a higher proportion of minor and 
unimportant properties bought this 
year than last. 

While there are numerous facets 
behind the decline in purchases, 
story eds give as the principal rea- 
son, that there just hasn’t been any- 

(Continued on page 18) 


Publicists Guild In 
Protest to Skouras 
At Nine 20th Firings 


First of the majors to begin sweep- 
ing revamps of homeoffice employ- 
ees as a cost-saving measure, 20th- 
Fox axed nine members of its ad- 
publicity department Monday (4) 
following a day-long meeting with 





all department heads and prexy 
Spyros Skouras. 

New York local of the Screen 
Publicists Guild took action, im- 


mediately upon hearing of the lay- 
offs. In a_wire sent to Skouras yes- 


terday (Tuesday) afternoon, the 
SPG charged 20th with “selling 
America short’ and with “spear-. 


heading the drive towards unem- 
ployment and depression.” 

With the layoffs to become effec- 
tive Friday (8), the SPG demanded 
that Skouras rescind his order. Wire 
declared that the firings had - oc- 
curred at “a time when your com- 
pany boasts unprecedented astro- 
nomical profits.” Since the profits 
were “achieved with the aid of these 
people,” the wire declared, the fir- 


| 
| 


, . story, “The 
for major companies on the astonish- | st air = The 
| Faces,” a 








(Continued on page 45) 


‘Hucksters, ‘Ruth’ 
For Nation's 


Set July Pace 
Boxoffice Winners 


2 





‘Screen Writer Needed To 
Solve 3-Novelist Mystery | 


Hollywood, Aug. 5 
Three novelists, Louis Bromfield, 
Thomas Mann and Maximilian Ilyin, 
have ganged up on a three-way 
Woman 
mystery 

glamorous model. 
will have 


yarn about a 
A screen writer 


{by the novelists. 


William LeBaron and Boris Mor- 
ros will unscramble the mystery in 
a picture. 


Indie Exhibs Balk 
MPA Survey By 


Their Suspicion 


Lack of exhibitor cooperation is 
largely responsible for the long de- 
lay anticipated in completion of the 
Motion Picture Assn.’s survey of 
American theatres, Report was to 


have been issued last June 30, but 
now appears to be anywhere from 
six months to a year off—without 
any assurance that it will ever be 
100% complete. 

Attitude of many indie exhibs, 
when presented. with a list of ques- 
tions to be answered for the survey, 
can best be summed up in the crack 
of one theatreowner: “Uh-uh. I'm 
not going to tell Nick Schenck my 
business.” 

These indies see the MPA as an 
organization of major distribs and 
have an inbred fear that any info 
they impart will be turned around 
and used against them in efforts to 
get higher film rerital or otherwise 
harm their interests. 

Attitude is taken by the theatre- 


(Continued on page 29) 


Bogart, Bacall Teamed 
Again, in WB’s ‘Largo’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 

Humphrey Bogart and Lauren 
Bacall will be teamed again as co- 
stars at Warners in “Key Largo,” 
to be produced by Jerry Wald. 

Film will be based on Maxwell 
Anderson’s legiter, in which Paul 
Muni played the male lead in New 
York. 











Despite changeable weather in 
many key cities, break in hot spell 
along Atlantic seaboard and other 
spots is warming up biz generally. 
Fact that several distributors have 


helping the outlook. 
Pacing the field again, for third 
week in succession, is “Hucksters” 


launched additional new product is | 





(M-G), with the Gable-Kerr starrer | 
making a strong showing although | 
opening in only one key city cov- 
ered by Variety this stanza. Second 
best is “Wonder Who's Kissing Her” 
(20th), with smash second session 
at N. Y. Roxy putting it over the, 
top. While topping Washington, | 
film is rated mild in St. Louis, and | 
| only good in L. A. However, “Kiss- | 
Kansas City and 





ing” is fast in 
| fancy in Denver. 
Others in Big Six are 


“Perils of 


Pauline” (Par), “Dear Ruth” (Par), 
“Brute Force” (U) and “Possessed” 
(WB). “Brute” continues big in 


third N. Y. stanza and is terrific at a 
!'smaller Philadelphia house. “Ruth’”’ 
is leader in Louisville, solid in Buf- 
falo and big on second Philly ses- | 
sion. 

“Won't Believe Me’ (RKO) and 
“Welcome Stranger’ (Par) just 
'missed getting into the top six list- 


| pacabana” 


National Boxoffice Survey 


Better Weather Helps Summer Slump—‘Hucksters,’ 
‘Kissing,’ ‘Perils,’ ‘Ruth,’ ‘Brute’ Pace Field 


ings. Former is doing nice to big 
biz in some five keys. With a smash 
Chi opening, “Stranger” continues to 
evidence potentialities of a top 
grosser, It’s sock on second weeks 
in K. C., Detroit and Minneapolis 
and still strong on third San Fran- 
cisco session, 

Besides “Bachelor and Bobby-Sox- 
er” (RKO), which may top its open- 
ing sock week at N. Y. Music Hall 
this round “Cry Wolf” (WB), 


fire” (RKO), “Desert Fury” (Par) 


,and “Slave Girl” (U) shape up this | 
|frame_as having greatest possibili- | 
“Fury” is! 


ties among newcomers. 


pacing Frisco with smash biz on its! 


preem. 


“Duel in Sun” (SRO) is getting ad- 


ditional bookings this round, doing! 
nicely in several keys. “Ivy” (U) is 
inclined to be spotty, but fine in 
{three cities. “Other Love’ (UA), 


with batch of new dates currently, | 


is even more in this category. While 
leading Providence at solid figure, 
it’s only passable in Indianapolis and 
light in K. C, “Angel and Badman” 
(Rep) shapes great in Seattle. “Co- 
(UA) is fast in Buffalo 
and nice in Cincy. 


(Complete Boxoffice Reports on, 


Pages 9-11). 


of a Hundred | 


to be brought in to wind | « 


similar’ period of 1946 and also from | UP the loose ends of the tales written | 


“Cross- | 


+ “Dear Ruth” (Par) and “The 
| Hucksters” (M-G) fought it out for 
| top boxoffice laurels in July, accord- 
ing to compilations by Variety of 
| firstruns in some 20 key cities. Total 
money, strength shown in individual 
locations, number of playdates and 
| ability to hold up steadily after 
opening weeks are considered, with 
a tossup for first position resulting 
between the Paramount comedy and 
the Gable-Kerr starrer. Fact that 
Hucksters” was only on _ release 





July’s Big B.O. Six 


“Dear Ruth” (Par), 
“Hucksters” (M-G). 
“Perils of Pauline” 
“Unfaithful” (WB). 
“Kissing Her Now” 
“Fiesta” (M-G). 


(Par). 


(20th). 








two weeks during July and declined 
with rather surprising abruptness in 





its second week balanced the less 
sensational openings of “Ruth.” 
“Best Years” (RKO), “Duel in 


Sun” (SRO) and “Egg and I’ (U) 
continued racking up heavy coin in 
smaller cities, on subsequent-run or 
via holdovers and moveovers, but 
not showing up as stoutly in keys 
covered by VarIETY during past 
month. “Years” again did biz that 
shows it likely will be the outstand- 
ing 1947 grosser, while, “Duel” con- 
tinues its high promise. “Egg,” 
which was a runner-up in July 


(Continued on page 41) 


WHAT BENJAMIN NEEDS 
IS A GOOD 26-HR. DAY 


Robert S, Benjamin, the man with 
four major jobs in the film industry, 
is slated to fly to the Coast tomor- 
row (Thursday) to take care of busi- 
ness connected with three of them. 

He goes in one capacity as prexy 
of the J. Arthur Rank Organization 
for huddles with Reginald Allen, 
Rank’s Hollywood representative, 
regarding the possible signing. of 
more Hollywood stars for film work 
in England. He’ll also discuss with 
Allen the rewrite job currentiy be- 
ing done on the Coast on “Saraband 
for Dead Lovers,” one of Rank’s 
Ealing productions. Script is being 
revamped at the insistence of the 
Production Code Administration, 
which has objected to several 


(Continued on page 18) © 
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New Jersey Allied Urges All Exhibs 
To Resist Upped-Price Demands 





Allied Theatre Owners of Newe 
Jersey, taking up the cudgel for ex- 
hibitors throughout the U. S. against 
the current stream of films for 
which producers are demanding 
upped admission prices, have issued 
a proclamation urging exhibs to “re- 
sist all attempts” by distributors to 
sell their pictures in this way. Pol- 
icy, according to Allied, is both 
“harmful and shortsighted.” 

Although the anti-trust decree 
specifically forbids’ the setting by 
distributors of any minimum admis- 
sion prices, recent stay of the de- 
cree has resulted in a flock of pro- 
ducer-distributor demands for such 
terms. New trend was led off by 
Samuel Goldwyn for his “Best Years 
of Our Lives” and by David O. 
Selznick for “Duel in the Sun.” Now 
20th-Fox has announced it will ask 
upped admission scales for both 
“Forever Amber” and “Captain From 
Castile,” and other majors are fol- 
lowing the same lines. Warners is 
reportedly mulling the possibility of 
seeking such a deal for “Life With 
Father.” Metro might ask the same 
terms for “Green Dolphin Street” 
and RKO is considering such terms 
for “Mourning Becomes Electra.” 

Allied has based its proclamation 
on the belief that such increases 
arouse “considerable illwill and dis- 
satisfaction” among theatre patrons. 
Latter, it’s claimed, either can’t af- 
ford to pay more money or “pay it 
under protest because they don’t get 
the benefit of proportionate reduc- 
tions from the usual scale for in- 
ferior productions.” Smalltown ex- 
hibs get the brunt of this illwill be- 
cause they’re usually on close per- 
sonal terms with their patrons and 
the latter don’t understand that the 
exhibs themselves don’t boost prices. 

Allied also takes exception to the 
upping of admission scales on the 
assumption that such scales give dis- 
proportionate pictures of high gross- 
es in key theatres. These “false” 
gross reports, it’s claimed, thus make 
all theatres and exhibitors a “natu- 
ral target” for new admission taxes 
whenever a city or state government 
begins casting around for new 
sources of funds. 


‘Dolphin’ ‘Roadshowing 
To Be Decided This Wk. 


Decision on whether Metro’s 
“Green Dolphin Street” will be road- 
shown or played at regular admis- 
sion prices is expected to be made 
during the next few days as the 
results of huddles now in progress 
at the homeoffice among Metro 
prexy Nicholas M. Schenck, veepee 
over sales William F. Rodgers, 
“Dolphin” producer Carey Wilson 
and studio exec producer Al Licht- 
man. 

Lichtman and Wilson arrived in 
New York from the Coast Monday 
(4) with the first roughcut print of 
the picture, which was screened for 
Schenck and Rodgers Monday after- 
noon. Wilson has reportedly asked 
that roadshow terms be established 
for the film, which was budgeted at 
a reported $3,750,000. Film, co-star- 
ring Lana Turner and Van Heflin, is 
an adaptation of a last-year Metro 
“prizewinning novel. 


Grant Rank, E-L Delay 


J. Arthur Rank, Rank Organiza- 
tion and Eagle-Lion on Mon- 
day (4) were granted an exten- 
sion until Sept. 2 by N. Y. Federal 
Judge Alexander Holtzoff to file 
answers in connection with a N. Y. 
federal court suit brought against 
them by Empire-Universal Films 
and United World Pictures of 
Canada. Plaintiffs’ action sought to 
declare their rights to exclusive dis- 
tribution of Rank Pictures in Canada 
and Newfoundland. E 

Also named as defendants are 
General Cinema Finance Corp., In- 
ternational Pictures Corp., Uni- 
versal, William Goetz and Leo 
Spitz. In addition, Rank is also being 
sued for $1,000,000 damages for 
allegedly inducing the other defend- 
ants to beach an “exclusive” con- 
tract made by the plaintiffs with 
United World Films and United 
World Pictures of U. S. Latter, a 
Rank affiliate, is another defendant. 


De Fore May Play Babe 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 
Don De Fore is top contender for 
role of Babe Ruth in Allied Artists’ 
biog of the Bambino. 
De Fore’s last stint for AA was “It 











Waller 0.0.’s Wash. 


Tom Waller, who took over as 
New York public relations rep for 
the Motion Picture Assn. Monday 
(4), goes to Washington next Mon- 
day (11) to spend some time there 
familiarizing himself with the opera- 
tion of MPA’s g.h.q. 

Waller, formerly chief flack for 
United Artists, succeeded Glen All- 
vine at the MPA. He’ll huddle in 
Washington with Ken Clark, MPA’s 
overall public relations topper. 


UA Staff Changes 


By Sears Seen 
Held to Minimum 


Naming of Grad Sears as prexy 
and Arthur W. Kelly as exec veepee 
of United Artists by the company’s 
board in New York yesterday (Tues- 
day) is expected to set off a chain 
reaction of switches, resignations and 
promotion of personnel. There was 
a general sigh of relief, however, 
among UA staffers from coast to 
coast with the appointment of Sears, 
since personnel changes, it is figured, 
will be at a minimum as compared 
with what would have happened had 
outsiders taken over the company. 
Nothing more definite than 
“thought on the subject” has taken 
place so far on the exec changes. 
There’s no doubt that they’ll be com- 
ing within the next month, however. 
despite anticipated assurances—natu- 
rally, for the sake of company mo- 
rale—by Sears at a press confab to- 
day (Wednesday) that few if any 
changes will be made. 

Most important appointment Sears 
will have to make is of a distribution 
topper to at least partially fill the 
spot he is vacating to take he presi- 
dency. Sears is expected to con- 
tinue a close interest in the sales 
department, but nevertheless a 
strong hand will be needed at the 
helm without the distractions -of 
other company affairs. 

Possibility is seen that Sears will 
hand added authority and responsi- 
bility to Joseph Unger, present 
salesmanager. However, more likely 
—if a willing and able exec can be 
found—is the possibility of bringing 
in a sales chief from the outside. 

Another switch considered very 
likely is the upping of Paul-Lazarus, 
Jr., from publicity-advertising chief 
to assistant to the president. Lazarus 
and Sears have long been -close 
friends, and Lazarus’ excellent rec- 
ord in the pub-ad department started 
talk months ago of his promotion. 

Foreign department is certain of a 
shakeup, with Kelly taking over its 
supervision. Kelly formerly headed 
it, with Walter Gould, who now is 
foreign manager, succeeding him. 
Gould’s future with the company is 
uncertain. He has a contract to 
1949, but whether he will stay on 
under the Sears-Kelly regime ap- 
pears in doubt. He and Sears have 
long failed to see eye-to-eye. Possi- 
bility is seen of H. W. Schroeder, 
foreign salesmanager,: being given 
added responsibility under Kelly’s 
direction. 

While no definite steps have been 
taken, either, in regard to UA’s Brit- 
ish topper, David Coplan, it appears 
certain that he is resigning. As re- 
ported in Variety last week, he is 
organizing a British production com- 
pany with Sir Edward Villiers. 

Kelly is expected to make changes 
right down the line and on a broader 
scale than the domestic department. 


Painters Back Sorrell 
In Producer Talks 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 

Painters Local 644 gave Herbert 
Sorrell, business agent of the local 
and prexy of Conference of Studio 
Unions, a vote of confidence to con- 
tinue negotiations with the Produc- 
ers Labor Committee. It also ordered 
the labor committee’s “back-to- 
work” order of last week (28). 

Counter-proposal, which Sorrell 
and the negotiations committee are 
now instructed to .offer, is for signed 
contracts, return to work of all 
picket-line observers and same pay 
raises for “latter that have been 











Happened on Fifth Ave.” 


granted other workers. 





Sears UA Prez 


Continued from page 3 


stalled the company. Miss Pick- 
ford and Chaplin have almost auto- 
matically adopted opposing views. 

A vacancy is left on the directorate 
by resignation of Edward C. Raftery, 
who is also stepping out as UA prez 
to return to his law practice. A num- 
ber of changes are expected in 
the board shortly in keeping with 
a plan of the owners to reduce the 
lawyer membership in favor of “film 
men.” 

Sears appointment is until the an- 
nual stockholders’ meeting next 
spring. It is by no means an in- 
terim or temporary move, however, 
and it is anticipated the arrange- 
ment will be renewed. However, of 
course, if UA tradition persists, any- 
thing can happen by that time. 
Raftery’s appointment was an in- 
terim affair—and it went on for six 
years. 

Kelly’s and Sears’ relationship is 

expected to cause no difficulty, 
since there’s no doubt who’s boss, 
and Sears has that decisive vote on 
the board. Kelly is also a, member 
of the directorate. As well as being 
in charge of the foreign department 
he will undoubtedly be active in the 
financial end, as he has good bank- 
ing connections. He'll also perform 
as watchdog for Chaplin’s interest in 
UA, as he has long been close to and 
represented the producer - owner. 
Miss Pickfords closest parallel on 
that score is Bagnall. 
Kelly, British-born and long ex- 
perienced in foreign sales, will 
shove off for England as soon as 
he gets his passport straightened 
out. He'll try to clear up the dif- 
ficulties with J. Arthur Rank which 
are keeping UA product from the 
Rank-UA-owned circuit. Kelly for- 
merly repped Rank in the U. S. 


Sears’ appointment came last week 
when Miss Pickford and Chaplin got 
together in the same room for the 
first time since early last spring. 
Realizing after months of fruitless 
talk and negotiations on bringing in 
a prexy from outside or selling the 
company, that they had to make a 
now-or-never move to save the 
rapidly-deteriorating pieces of UA, 
they took the anti-climactic step of 
upping Sears. 

A sidelight of the bitterness be- 
tween the owners was failure of the 
final move, before naming Sears, to 
get Joe Schenck to run the com- 
pany’s affairs on a volunteer basis. 
Schenck had Miss Pickford’s proxy 
to operate the company, but Chaplin 
refused his. Reason for Chaplin’s 
nix is understood to have been 
Pique at the news of Miss Pickford’s 
action in regard to Schenck leaking 
out before Chaplin knew anything 
officially about the Schenck deal. 





Pickford Atty. Denies 
Rift With Chaplin 


Emphatic denial. of a much-pub- 
licized bitter split between United 
Artists owners Charles Chaplin and 
Mary Pickford over recent negotia- 
tions for sale of the company was 
made by Arnold Grant following the 
UA board meeting yesterday (Tues- 
day). Grant is Miss Pickford’s at- 
torney and represents her on the 
directorate He declared: 


“With the election of Grad Sears 
as president and the taking of other 
forward steps to insure the progress 
and place in the sun that United 
Artists has always had and always 
will enjoy, it appears advisable to 
clean up a number of misconceptions 
that have arisen from gossip, rumors 
and inaccurate stories in recent 
months. 


“The only negotiations looking to 
the sale of the company that have 
taken place were those with the 
Fabian-Semenenko group. These ne- 
gotiations proceeded in orderly and 
constructive fashion for a period of 
about seven weeks and ultimately 
dissolved because Of insurmountable 
tax problems. At no time was there 
any conflict between Miss Pickford 
and Chaplin in regard to these nego- 
tiations. There were no other offers 
considered or discussed. 

“With the full cooperation and en- 
dorsement of the owners, Mr. Sears 
undertakes his duties as president 
and has the odd vote on the board 
of directors. Any stories as to cur- 
rent policies or moves by the man- 
agement are completely without 
foundation and are gossip or rumor 
unless they emanate from the only 
sources of information that UA will 
have from this point on, namely, Mr. 
Sears and the UA publicity depart- 





ment.” 


New Advertising Code to Be First Step 


By Films in Fighting Industry Smear 





Graetz In From Paris 


Paul Graetz, French producer, 
arrives in New York from the Coast 
today (Wednesday) and heads for 
Paris in a few days. He has been 
in huddles with Universal-Interna- 
tional on a production deal for the 
U. S. and France. He recently com- 
pleted “Le Diable au Corps” in Paris 
with U financing. 

While on the Coast Graetz also 
made a deal for Elliot Paul to write 
the English subtitles for “Diable.” 


Boost in Quality 
Aim of UA in Com 
Aid to Its Indies 


Production fund which United 
Artists hopes to have at its disposal 
for aiding indies distributing though 
it is aimed as much at improving 
quality of the pictures it releases 
as insuring a regular flow. Emphasis 
on quality was pointed up by George 
Bagnall, v.p. in charge of production, 
on the Coast Monday (4). He de- 
clared: 


“If you get 15 big pictures, you 
don’t need 25 medium ones. We're 
definitely out after more important 
proprieties.” 

Grad Sears, who acceded to the 
presidency yesterday (Tuesday) 
also declared that the company was 
willing to offer second-money financ- 
ing for “real quality production 
only.” 

With coin in pictures, UA will, of 
course, have say over talent, stories, 
general production, timing, etc. The 
$5,000,000 which has been bandied 
about as the size of the revolving 
fund is pretty much a figure pulled 
out of the thin air. There’s a con- 
siderable way to go in negotiations 
with the banks before the loan of 
its size are set. . 

Motion picture banking sources 
contacted yesterday said that they 
thought it entirely possible that NA 
could raise such a fund for second- 
money and end-money loans to 
producers, but it would have to be 
pretty much on terms the. banks 
dictate. It would depend on the 
security the company could offer. 

“There are so many headaches in 
the independent production field at 
the moment,” one banker said, “that 





|we would naturally be more than 


cautious in any such loan to UA. 
For the same reason that regular 
sources of second-money and end- 
money have dried up in recent 
months, we’d want unusual security 
in making loans of this type.” 


Sears declared over the weekend 
that producers would be financed 
by UA on profit-participating deals 
from 10% up, with no maximum. 
Reports that the company would dis- 
tribute only pix in which it had a 
financial investment were said to 
be untrue, since it would be un- 
likely that UA would refuse to re- 
lease such ‘a film as “Arch of 
Triumph,” for instance, because the 
producers wouldn’t accept its coin 
and offer a piece of the pic in return. 


METRO RELEASE HYPO 
DELAYED TWO MONTHS 


Despite Metro’s announced plans 
to boost the number of monthly re- 
leases concurrently with its ex- 
panded production, the release step- 
up will not be effected for at least 
another two months. September and 
October release schedule comprises 
only five films, about the same num- 
ber that have been issued in each 
previous two-month period. 


Three pictures are to be released 
next month, topped by “Song of the 
Thin Man,” starring William Powell 
and Myrna Loy. This will be fol- 
lowed by “Unfinished Dance,” star- 
ring Margaret O’Brien and produced 
in Technicolor. Last release for the 
month is “Arnelo Affair,” with 
George Murphy, John Hodiak and 
Frances Gifford. October will see 
“Song of Love,” starring Katharine 
Hepburn, Paul Henreid and Robert 
Walker, and “Merton of the Movies,” 








starring Red Skelton. 


+ Irate at the manner in which the 
entire industry is smeared with bad 
publicity whenever a single person 
or organization within the industry 
pulls a misdemeanor, film officials 
are expected to use their newlv- 
revised advertising code as the first 
step in a fight-back campaign. 

Putting more teeth into the code 
still won’t insure proper contro! over 
those producers and exhibitors not 
subscribing to it, it’s pointed out. 
Chief reason for revamping the code, 
consequently, is to take the onus off 
the bad publicity continually being 
heaped upon the industry. This wil] 
be done through ballyhooing to the 
public the fact that the major part 
of the industry has always attempted 
and will continue to attempt to keep 
its ad-matter clean. Indications that 
such a public relations campaign 
might pay off was furnished by the 
tremendous amount of space given 
by the daily as well as trade press 
to last week’s announcement that the 
code had been revised. 

Broadened code was devised by 
the industry’s advertising advisory 
council, under chairman Charles 
Schlaifer, 20th-Fox publicity chief, 
and was unanimously adopted by the 
Motion- Picture Assn. board last 
Wednesday (30). Fact that the ad- 
publicity directors themselves, who 
would be most likely to seek more 
leeway as a better means of selling 
their product, were the ones. who 
recommended the changes is ex- 
pected to form one of the chief pegs 
on which the public-education cam- 
paign will be hung. 

What further form the campaign 
will take has yet to be made known. 
Any time film advertising again 
draws fire from reformists, though, 
the industry can be expected to 
point to the code as evidence that 
the fire has been misdirected. If 
MPA member companies live up to 
the code, it will be proved that film 
advertising is much milder than, for 
example, the ads plugging intimate 
women’s apparel or some _ highly- 
suggestive perfume. 

To this end, industry officials cite 
the fact that what’s in the code is 
secondary to how the code is en- 
forced. Gordon White, who super- 
vises its administration forethe MPA, 
is expected consequently to crack 
dewn on any ad-publicity matter 
that might be considered on the 
fence. 

New teeth inserted into the code 
follow closely the attempts. to 
strengthen its enforcement through 
an attempt to clarify some of the 
points heretofore left to the majors’ 
discretion. New code, for instance, 
lists specifically those forms of ad- 
publicity that are to be guided by 
its overall principles, including even 
radio copy. Special significance, 
moreover, is placed on the fact that 
the new code states strongly that 
film advertisers “shall be guided by” 
provisions of the Production Code 
relating to use of liquor, where the 
old code cautioned advertisers only 
to “bear in mind” those provisions. 


DESIGNERS VOTE TO 
REMAIN WITH CSU 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 

Screen Set Designers voted to 
stand by the Conference of Studio 
Unions and turned down a bid by 
the producers to enter negotiations 
as an individual union. 
’ Major lots had proposed that the 
designers make themselves available 
for studio jobs, as the work occurred, 
while negotiations were being 
carried on for a new contract. 


LaCava-Pickford Suit 
Taken Under Advisement 


Los Angeles, Aug. 5. 
Gregory La Cava's $1,653,750 
breach-of-contract suit against Mary 
Pickford was taken under advise- 
|ment by Judge Elmer W. Heald in 
L. A. superior court. 
Jurist indicated that a final ruling 
in the case may be delayed for sev- 
eral months. 











‘Unconquered’ Bow 
In London Sept. 12 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 

The world- premiere of ‘“Uncon- 
quered,” Cecil B. de Mille’s Para- 
mount tinter, has been set for Sept. 
12 at the Carlton. theatre, London. 
Producer sails on the Queen Mary 
Aug. 27 for the preem. 

American debut will be held Oct.3 
at Loew's Penn, Pittsburgh. 
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Revival of showmanship in ex- 
hibition and cutting of production 
costs without impairing product 
quality will be sufficient to offset 
threats of a serious boxoffice reces- 
sion, Jack L. Warner declared today 
(5) at a Warner Bros. sales conven- 
tion attended by 125 members of the 
company’s western sales organiza- 
tion. Ben Kalmenson, vice-prexy and 
general sales manager, who headed 
the similar eastern sales convention 
in New York, July 31-Aug. 2, is 
presiding. Chi session, for three 
days, opened yesterday (4). 

Warner, exec veepee in charge of 
WB production, announced that the 
Burbank studios will maiztain a 
capacity production schedule through 
1947-48, during which season WB 
will release about the same number 
of features as last year. Last year 
WB released 23. In announcing next 
year’s schedule, Warner warned the 
conclave that they would “be facing a 
competitive market «such as you 
will have to reach far back in’ your 
memories to recall. We are deal- 
ing with value-wise audiences all 
along the line,” he said, “and they 
mean to get their money’s worth 
out of a picture or they will spend 
their money for something else.” 

Warner disclosed that 47 story 
properties were currently being 
readied for the cameras. Empha- 
sizing that the WB studio is not an- 
ticipating any particular trend, 
Warner broke down the 47 proper- 
ties as follows: 24 romantic dramas, 
eight adventure stories, five com- 
edies, four musicals and six under 
the heading of mystery, romance and 
biography. Included among these 
were six Broadway legit plays, in- 
cluding “Christopher Blake,” “John 
Loves Mary,” 

(Continued on page 16) 


Warners Has Several 
Wrinkles to Iron Out 
In Newsreel Buy-out 


With Warners entering the news- 
reel business next week for the first 
time in its history, it’s expected to 
have an advantage over the four 
other companies already in the field 
by not being subject to the agree- 
ments now in effect among the 
others. Numerous problems _ in 
coverage remain for WB to iron out, 
however, before it’s believed the 
company will be ready to compete 
on an equal footing with its compet- 
itors. 

Universal, Metro, Fox-Movietone 
and Paramount now operate on a 
pooling basis in both Germany and 
the Far East, a carryover from war 

(Continued on page 18) 


MONO’S AA OUTFIT 
VOTED INTO MPA 


Voting of Allied Artists into the 
Motion Picture Assn. and the Mo- 
tion Picture Export Assn. last week 

“makes it the only minor distrib in 
the MPA and the first minor to join 
the MPEA since the export pool was 
set up early last year. Allied Artists 
is an affiliate of Monogram, with the 
Same officers serving both com- 
panies, and the new memberships 
carry Mono along with them. 

_AA accession to the two organiza- 
tions was approved at MPA’s and 
MPEA’s respective board meetings 
last Wednesday (30) and announced 
by Eric Johnston, prexy of both 
associations, this week. Effective 
date is Sept. 1. Initial pic being 
Prepared for MPEA release abroad 
is “It Happened on Fifth Avenue.” 

Coming of AA into the Export 
“ssn. is especially welcomed by 
that body since it is set up as an 
American monopoly to deal in 
those countries abroad which have 
National film monopolies. Each new 
Company added to the eight majors 
that originally comprised the mem- 

tship gives the MPEA greater 
Strength .in its dealings overseas. 
Likewise it gives the American in- 
dustry added control in selection of 
Product to go abroad, thus avoiding 
the showing in foreign countries of 











films inimical to U. S. interests. 


“Johnny Belinda,” 








EASTERN PROD’S LABOR 


Exhibitor Showmanship Pointed Up 
By Jack Warner as B.0. Threat Offset 


Chicago, Aug. 5. ¢ 


OT REGo UNIONG 
MPLE OTOP 


Hollywood producers’ shooting 





6 Into Production For 


Metro This Month | ot their normal cost of Coast opera- | 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 
Six features, including two under 
independent banners, go into pro- 
duction at Metro this month, three 


of them in Technicolor. 
Indies are “State of the Union,” | 


by Liberty Films, and “Joan cf Lor- | 
raine,” by Sierra Pictures. Metro's | 
own starters are “Luxury Liner,” a 
tintea musical; “Homecoming,” star- | 


ring Clark Gable, “Hills of Home,” | 


starring Lassie, and “The Big City,” | 
starring Margaret O’Brien. 


British Treasury 
Controls Pic Com 





j the Coast. 
| Aug. 15. 


films in New York can save 15-20% 


tion because of the comparative 
}simplicity of the film labor union 
setup in the east. That’s the peg on 
which Harold Lewis, manager of the 
|new RKO-Pathe studios in N. Y., 


ward during a forthcoming trip to 
He's slated to leave 


Stressing that David O. Selznick, 
the first major producer to use the 
Pathe studios, had approved the fa- 
cilities offered during the N. Y. 
shooting of “Portrait of Jenny,” 
Lewis disclosed that Selznick had 
picked up an option to lens two 
more films at the studios. Under the 
contract, one of these must be start- 
ed before the end of the year. To 
date, Selznick has not announced 
what the picture will be. 

In contrast to Hollywood, where 





Of U.S. Showings 


With’ British economists and | 
government leaders stressing the 
desperate situation in England’s dol- 
lar-exchange shortage, it’s been re- 
vealed that not one cent of Amer- 
ican dollars goes to J. Arthur Rank 
or other British producers whose 
films earn money in the U. S. 

All earnings of British films in 
the U. S. are deposited in banks 
under jurisdiction of the British 
treasury, with British producers get- 
ting pounds sterling in return. Brit- 
ish government then uses this money 
to purchase food and other com- 
modities in the U. S. As a result, 
the government benefits consider- 
ably from British films that play 
here by getting a chance to latch 
onto much-needed dollars. Motion 
Picture Assn. prexy Eric Johnston, 
in fact, stressed last week that the 
British film industry could eventu- 
ally become one of that country’s 
chief gatherers of foreign exchange. 

Manner of payment is part of the 
government’s dollar - conservation 
plan, which has been in effect since 
the outbreak of war in 1939. It was 
recently reaffirmed to prevent the 
possible loss of extra dollars. Rank, 
moreover, who owns a considerable 
share of common stock in Univer- 
sal-International, gets not-a penny 
in dividends from that company. 
Instead, as with his American film 
grosses, his earnings are deposited 
in banks and converted for him into 
pounds, 


MPEA Set to Handle 
Official German Reels 


With the takeover of German film 
distribution from the Military Gov- 
ernment by the Motion Picture Ex- 
port Assn. shortly, MPEA is also 
preparing to handle preparation of 
the official newsreel. It is obligatory 
for all theatres in the American and 
British zones of Germany and Aus- 
tria to play the reel. 

Newsreel is now made up in 
Munich by the British and Ameri- 
can Military Governments, using 
clips from all five U. S. reels, British 





reels and stuff made by British and | 


American Army photogs. It is sold 
to exhibs at a minimum -price. 

Under the new setup, clips will 
continue to come from the éame 
sources and the same policy will be 
followed. Army and civilian officials 
will supervise. 





Prep Par Sales Drive 


Los Angeles, Aug. 5. 

George A. Smith and Harold 
Wirthwein left for Des Moines to 
open a series of sales meetings pre- 
liminary to Paramount's 1947 drive. 
Following the Des Moines meeting 
tomorrow (Wed.), other sessions will 
be staged in St. Louis, Kansas City, 
Omaha. Denver, Salt Lake City, 
Seattle, Portland and San Francisco, 
winding up in Los Angeles Aug. 
27-28. 

Company's annual 
opens Aug. 31 and 
Nov. 29. 


sales 


runs through 


drive | 


there’s a separate union to take care 
of each individual phase of produc- 
tion, most of the N. Y. film workers 
are consolidated into a single union, 
Local 52 of the International Alli- 
ance of Theatrical Stage Employees, 
according to Lewis. That includes 
soundmen, props, grips, electricians 
and assistant directors. Producers 
(Continued on page 31) 





Name Advisory Group 
* . 7. +. 
As Pix-Radio Liaison 
Hollywood, Aug. 5. 

Mal Boyd, indie radio-films ex- 
ploiteer, will head the motion pic- 
‘ture advisory committee of the Hol- 
lywood Advertising Club, composed 
of six others who will act as a per- 
manent liaison between pix and 
radio industries. Aim is to be on 
call to studios making films with 
‘radio backgrounds as technical ad- 
| visers, to minimize lampooning of 
poge a la “The Hucksters” and cre- 
ate more authentic backgrounds. 

Also serving on the committee are 
Bob Coleson, of Coast branch of 
National Assn. of Broadcasters; Bob 
Rains, Universal-International radio 
contact; Marty Lewis, Paramount’s 
radio rep; May Sibley, of Bank of 
America, a neutral; Maurice Binder, 
Columbia Pictures, and Ed Cash- 
man, Coast rep for Kudner ad 
agency. 





will hang a concerted pitch to lure | 
more major film production east- | 


‘SAVING 











PRC Has Backlog 
Of Dozen Pictures 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 


Backlog of unreleased pictures at | 
PRC amounts to an even dozen, two | 


more than the number at this time 
|last year. In addition, the studio has 
two features before the 
|*“Headin’ for Heaven” and 
El Lobo Mystery.” 
Completed and awaiting release 


lel ise€s, 


“The 


| are “Bury Me Dead.” “Gashouse 
|Kids in Hollywood,” “Ghost Town 
| Renegades,” “Gashouse Kids Go 


| West,” “Railroaded,” “Black Hills,” 
|“Shadow Valley,” “Return of the 
| Lash,” “Check Your Guns,” “Blonde 
|Savage,” “Linda Be Geod” and 
i“Gun Law.” 


Smaller Exhibs 
Benefit by New 
20th Sales Plan 


New 20th-Fox distribution plan, 
designed by sales chief Andy W. 
Smith, Jr., to help smalltown and 
other low-grossing theatres, and at 
the same time derive more revenue 
from them, will be expanded to in- 
clude the entire U. S. starting Mon- 
day (11). 

Plan, which basically offers such 
;exhibitors 20th’s best films on a slid- 
ing-scale deal that can go as low as 
15% and not over 40%, was first out- 
lined at the New Jersey Allied con- 
vention in Atlantic City last June 
25. Since then, the plan has been 
tested in the New Haven territory 
where, according to Smith, it’s 
proved that it can accomplish its ob- 
jectives. Sales chief announced its 
adoption for the rest of the country 
at a North Central Allied meet in 
Minneapolis yesterday (Tuesday). 

In addition to smalltown exhibs, 
many of whom operate their houses 
with only the help of their immedi- 
ate families, the plan is applicable 
to exhibs operating a “sub-subse- 
quent run” house in a large city or 
operating what Smith terms “prob- 
lem” theatres. Many of these oper- 

(Continued on page 16) 




















Briefs From the Lots 





Hollywood, Aug. 5. 
Albert Ryder drew a top role in 
“T-Man” at Eagle-Lion . . . Argosy 
chartered an air ambulance to stand 
by during the filming of “War 
Party” in Monument Valley, Ariz. 
. Katherine Locke signed for a 
featured role in “The Snake Pit” 
at 20th-Fox Ben Stoloff re- 
turned from Mexico City with a 
rough cut of Eagle-Lion’s “Adven- 
tures of Casanova.” ... “If This 
Be My Destiny” is the new tag on 
“The Big Curtain,’ to be produced 
by Alson Productions for 20th-Fox 
release ... Henry and Phoebe Eph- 
ron assigned to screenplay “John 
| Loves Mary” at Warners ... Col. 
Paul R. Davidson signed as tech- 
nical advisor on “Stations West” at 
RKO Arthur Shields, former 
| Abbey Theatre actor, drew a role in 
i\“My Own True Love” at Para- 
'mount.” ... 
“Mary Hagen” at Warners will be 





released under its original title, | Ruth Productions acquired all rights | 


“That Hagen Girl.” ... Deanna Dur- 
bin checked in at Universal-Inter- 
national for “Up in Central Park,” 
‘in which she will co-star with Dick 
| Haymes and Vincent Price... Jerry 
Wald and Jean Negulesco started 
'north to scout locations for “Johnny 
| Belinda.” 

part in “The Senator Was Indiscreet” 
at Universal-International ero. 


Gene Fowler signed for a walk-on | 


Pictures Two carny outfits, 
Famous Ferris Shows and Patterson- 
Yankee Circus, moved into 20th-Fox 
for a week’s work in “Nightmare 
Alley.” . . . Max King purchased 
“T'll Give You Till Monday,” mys- 
tery yarn by Paul Francis Webster 
and Ken Crossen for October pro- 
duction. 

Edmund Gwenn draws the key 
role in “Hills of Home,” Technicolor 
| production at Metro, starring Lassie. 
. .. Leo Genn signed by Independegt 
| Artists for the male lead opposite 
|Rosalind Russell in “The Velvet 
| Touch.” ... “The Kick-Off is the re- 
|lease tag on the Glenn Davis-Doc 
| Blanchard football picture, previous- 
lly known as “On Parade” and 
\Yankee Rebel.” .. . Walter Kings- 
ford returned to the screen for the 
|first time in three years in “The 
| Black Arrow” at Columbia. ... Ray 
| Nazarro will direct “Rose of Santa 
Rosa” at Columbia. Del 





Roy 


ito “Tne King of Swat,” Bob Consi- 
dine’s novel based on the life of 
Babe Ruth... . Edmund Lowe draws 
a supporting role in Leo McCarey’s 
picture, “Good Sam,” co-starring 
Ann Sheridan and Gary Cooper. . 
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PRC, Eagle-Lion Due to Complete 
Amalgamation No Later Than Sept. 1 


Complete amalgamation of Pro- 
ducers Releasing Corp. into Eagle- 
Lion, long in the cards, is set to take 
place no later than Sept. 1. PRC's 
existence will cease in every way, 
except as a producing unit making 
| exploitation-type product for E-L 
release. 

Contract of Harry Thomas, PRC 
prexy, is now under negotiation for 
cancellation. Included in the deal 
by which he leaves the company 


may be a provision giving him a 
release for a series of pix to be made 
on his own. His son, Jerry, for the 
past few years has been making the 


“Eddie Dean” westerns which PRC 
distribs. 

Other than Thomas, all PRC execs 
will stay on in the new setup, at 


least for the time being. E-L’s top- 
pers will continue to run the com- 
bined companies. They are Arthur 
Krim, prexy; Bryan Foy, v.p. in 
charge of production; Alfred W. 
Schwalberg, v.p. and general sales- 
manager, and Max E. Youngstein, di- 
rector of advertising and publicity. 
E-L, organized only 10 months 
ago, was antedated a number of 
years by PRC and used PRC’s ex- 
change setup. E-L’s own sales de- 
partment consisted of only nine field 
supervisors. However, for the past 
several months Schwalberg has to 
all intents and purposes directed the 
entire setup of both companies. Pub- 
ad departments were officially com- 
bined under Youngstein in April. 
PRC has had nine district mana- 
gers, but no division managers. Aim 
(Continued from page 17) 


Steady Stream Of 
Rank’s Pic Personnel 
Resumes to U. S. 


With J. Arthur Rank once more 
back in his London headquarters 
following his visit to the U. S., the 
steady stream of Rank personnel to 
this country has again resumed. One 
of his top executives and a star have 
already arrived in N. Y., and another 
exec, plus a production chief, are 
due in next week. 

First to arrive was Robert Weait, 
treasurer of the J. Arthur Rark 
Organization, who came in on the 
postwar maiden voyage of the Queen 
Mary yesterday (Tuesday) with his 
family. Weait, who’s also in charge 
of the Rank organizations in Latin 
America and head of Rank’s 16m ac- 
tivities, will make his permanent 
residence in New York. 

Also arriving on the Mary was 
David Farrar, star of “Black Nar- 
cissus” and “Frieda,” both of which 
will open in N. Y. next week. Far- 
rar will remain in N. Y. for two 
weeks of radio appearances and 
press interviews to ballyhoo the 
films and will then fly to various key 

(Continued from page 17) 


N.Y. PUBLICISTS PREP 
WAGE-HIKE DEMANDS 


Following on the heels of the 
Screen Office and Professional Em- 
ployees Guild, Screen Publicists 
Guild is preparing wage-hike de- 
mands to be presented to the New 








York film companies under their 
union contracts’ wage-reopening 
clause expiring Sept. 1. Although 


no formal representations have been 
made to the companies as yet, SPG’s 
negotiating committee is expected to 
follow SOPEG'’s suit with a demand 


for increases of $10, or 40%, which- 
ever is greater. 
Upcoming union-company _ talks 


will affect approximately 400 pub- 
licists in the homeoffices of Para- 
mount, Warner, 20th-Fox, Metro, 
RKO, UA, Universal, Columbia and 
epublic in addition to the Loew’s 
and RKO theatre circuits. 
Meanwhile, SOPEG’s negotiations 


Columbia signed Ray Enright to|for a new union contract covering 





direct “Corner Creek,” 


Randolph | frontoffice 


exchange workers in 


|Seott starrer, based on a magazine | [oew’s. UA, 20th-Fox and Columbia 


\gtory by Luke Short. Picture will be 


continued over last weekend with- 


bought “The Spiritualist,” written by (in Cinecolor, with Harry Joe Brown out conclusive results. SOPEG de-« 


Crane Wilbur, who will direct the 
| picture Lenore Aubert and 
Alan Baxter draw top roles in “The 


las producer, starting Aug. 15... 


‘gan shooting aerial sequences 


-| mands include wage increases of $10, 
A Frank Capra camera crew be-|of 30%, 


whichever is higher; 35- 


in| hour week instead of the present 


Prairie,” to be produced and di- San Antonio for the forthcoming pic |40, and an increase in the number 


jrected by Frank Wisbar for Zenith 


i version of “State of the Union.” 


of paid holidays. 
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is for the Million thrills she'll give you! 
is for the Oh’s and Ah’s she drew! 
is for the Tights she filled so neatly! 
is for the Heart-throbs that she knew! 
is for the Eyeful that she gave ‘em! 


is for. the Raves she rated, too! 3K 
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‘Stranger’ Wham $28,000, Chi; Perils’ 
Strong 206, Barbaree’ Tasty 256 


Chicago, Aug. 5. 

Half the Loop houses brought in 
new bills this week, with “Welcome 
Stranger” leading the boxoffice 
parade with a smash $28,000 at the 
Apollo. Oriental’s combination of 
“Carnival in Costa Rica” and Art 
Lund and Helen Forrest on the stage 
look sturdy $55,000. Surprise is the 
fourth week strength of “Dear Ruth” 
and Jo Stafford and Victor Borge 
heading stageshow at the Chicago. 
Stout $50,000 looks likely. 

Temperature was in the high 
90's the first three days last week, 


and then tumbled 30 degrees on 
Thursday. It was back to a humid 
95 later in week. 

“Perils of Pauline” looks sock 


$20,000 at the small Garrick. “High 
Barbaree” shapes as nice $25,000 at 
United Artists. “Slave Girl,” an- 
other new entry, is only fair at the 


Palace. Circus, which opened last 
Saturday (2), is no help to film 
houses. 


Estima >s for This Week 


Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 95)—‘“‘Wel- 
come Stranger” (Par). Smash $28,- 
000. Last week, “Happened on Fifth 
Ave.” (Mono) (3d wk), $10,000. 

Chicago (B&K) (3,900: 95)—“Dear 
Ruth” (Par) with Jo Stafford and 
Victor Borge on stage (4th wk). 
Holding up to sharp $50,000. Last 
week, fine $55,000. 

Garrick (B&K) (900: 95)—‘“Perils 
Pauline” (Par). Sock $20,000 or 
near. Last week, “Gunfighters” (Col) 
and “Corpse Came C.O.D.” (Col) 
(4th wk), still in profit at $9,000. 

Grand (RKO) (1,500; 95)—‘Brute 
Force” (U) (2d wk). Hefty $27,000 
after first week’s smash $33,000. 

Oriental (Essaness) (3,400; 95)— 
“Carnival Costa Rica” (20th), with 
Art Lund and Helen Forrest on 
stage. Staunch $55,000. Last week, 
“Wonder Who's Kissing Her” (20th) 
with Harmonicats on stage (4th wk), 
big $50,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 95) “Slave 
Girl” (U) and “Desperate” (RKO). 
Fair $20.000. Last week, “Won’t Be- 
‘lieve Me” (RKO) and “Blondie’s 
Holiday” (Col), $18,000. 

Rialto (Indie) (1,700: 95)—‘“Out- 
law” (UA) (6th wk). Terrif $13,000. 
Last week, $13,800. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500: 95) — 
“Homestretch” (20th) (3d. wk). Fad- 
ing to $14,000. Last week, trim $18,- 


000. 
State-Lake (B&K) (2,700: 95)— 
“Hucksters” (M-G) (2d wk). Big 


$40.000. Last week, smash $50,000. 

United Artists (B&K (1.700; 95)— 
“High Barbaree” (M-G). Tasty $25,- 
000. Last week, “Great Expecta- 
tions” (U) (4th wk), $12,000. 

Woods (Essaness) (1.073; 95)— 
“Secret Life Walter Mitty” (RKO). 
Opened Monday (4). In ahead, “Re- 
peat Performance” (E-L) (2d wk), 


scant $11,000 after okay $14,000 
opener. 
World (Playhouse) (Indie) (587; 


75)—“Great Waltz’ (M-G) (reissue) 
(8th wk). Trim $3,500. Last week, 
$3,800. ' 


‘Heat Melts St. Loo Biz 
Alheit ‘Hucksters’ Wow 





39S, ‘Kissing’ Slow 186: 


St. Louis, Aug. 5. 

Aided by a fancy ad campaign and 
sock bally, “The Hucksters” broke 
fast here and will spread-eagle the 
field by ‘a wide margin. “Wonder 
Who’s Kissing Her Now” dualed with 
“Crimson Key is the runnerup but 
very disappointing. “Dear Ruth” 
wound up a big seven-week stand, 
one of the longest locally in years, 
at the St. Louis last week. Mercury 
is flirting with the 100-degree mark 
after two days of summer resort 
temperature. 


Estimates for This Week 


Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 50-75) 
~ Ivy” (U) and “Blackmail” (Rep). 
Fair $17,000. Last week, “Honey- 
moon” (RKO) and “Second Chance” 
(20th), $18,000. 

Fox (F&M) (5,000; 50-75)—“Won- 
der Who's Kissing Her” (20th) and 
Crimson Key” (20th). Mild $18,000. 
(RRO) Cy ee Believe ae 

an “ , 2 ” 
$19,000. ankee Fakir” (Rep), 
Loew's (Loew) (3,172; 50-75)— 

The Hucksters” (M-G), Wham $35,- 

a = week, “Gunfighters” (Col) 
orps ” 
$20,000 orpse Came COD” (Col), 

Missouri (F 


& M } 
. Possessed”  ( 


&N (3,500; 50-75) 
T C WB) (2d wk), and 
(they Won't Believe -Me” (RKO) 
“poy, (200d $8,000. Last week, with 
hilo Vance Returns” (RC), $9,000. 
u72tPheum (Loew) (2,000; 50-75)— 
Duel In Sun” (SRO) (mo.) (2d 
KK?). Nice $9,000 following $10,000 
Or initial session. 
wpdt. Louis (F&M) (4,000; 50-75)— 
erils of Pauline” (Par) and “3 
= A Ticket” (PRC). Fine $15,000. 
ox week, “Dear Ruth” (Par) and 
$7,000," Flight” (Par) (7th wk), big 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
po SO $2,687,000 
(Based on 21 cities, 212 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, tnctuding 
N. Y.) 





Total Gross Same Week 
Fe SRR eee $3,316,000 
(Based on 23 cities, 197 theatres) 


Desert’ Torrid 














an Francisco, Aug. 5. 
Biz is perking up all around here 
this week, with many summer va- 
cationers back and several conven- 
tions starting. Hypoed by an ex- 
tensive, excellent campaign, “Desert 
Fury” is going great guns at the 
Paramount to pace city. “Fiesta” is 
fairly good at the big Fox. Else- 
where holdovers are playing with 
few exceptions. Best of these is 
“Welcome Stranger,” being big on 
third week at the St. Francis with 
little hint of it finishing its run soon. 
Estimates for This Week 
Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844; 65-$1) 
—‘They Won’t Believe Me” (RKO) 
plus vaude headed by Harry Savoy 
and Freddie David. Nice $22,500. 
Last week, “Riff-Raff”’ (RKO) plus 
vaude, fair $21,500. 
(4,651; 60-95)— 


Fox (FWC) 
“Fiesta” (M-G). Fairly good $26,- 
000 or near. Last week, “Wonder 
Who’s Kissing Her” (20th) (2d wk), 
down to $14,500. 

Warfield (FWC) (2,656: 60-85)— 
“Hucksters’ (M-G) (3d wk). Fair 
$15,000. Last week, oke $19,500. 

Paramount (Par) (2,646: 60-85)— 
“Desert Fury” (Par). Terrific $34,- 
000 or close. Last week, “Possessed” 
(WB) (2d wk), $14,500. 

St. Francis (Par) (1,400: 60-85)— 
“Welcome Stranger” (Par) (3d wk). 
pis $21,000. Last week, great $23,- 


Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,448; 55- 
85)—“Brute Force” (U) (2d wk). 
Hefty $14,500. Last week, explosive 


$27,000. 

United Artists (Blumenfeld) (1,- 
207: 55-85) —“‘Other Love” (UA) (2d 
— Thin $6,500. Last week, $9,- 

Stagedoor (Ackerman) (350; 60-85) 
—“‘That Hamilton Woman” (UA) 
(reissue). Sad $3,000 or over. Last 
week, “Sea of Grass” (M-G), $2,000. 

Guild Theatre (Lippert) (400; 35- 
85)—“Great Waltz” (M-G) (9th wk). 
Oke $3,500. Last week, about same. 

Clay (Roesner) (400: 65-85)— 
“Children Paradise” (Indie) (2d 
= Sock $3,500. Last week, $3,- 

Larkin (Roesner) (400; 65-85)— 
“Captive Heart’ (U) and “Storm in 
a Teacup” (Indie) (2d wk). Nice $2,- 
200. Last week, $1,700. 

United Nations (FWC) (1,149: 60- 
85)—“Fantasia” (RKO) = (reissue) 
(2d wk). Held to fine $6,500. Last 
week, fine $11,000. 


‘VIGILANTES’-VAUDE 
BANGUP 236, BALTO 


Baltimore, Aug. 5. 

Slight drop here this week with 
the lone exception of the combo 
Hippodrome. The Harmonicats and 
Johnny Bothwell band with “Vigi- 
lantes Return” will give house top 
figure. Some action reported for 
“Living in a Big Way” at Loew’s 





Century. 
Estimates for This Week 
Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 20- 
60)—“Living in Big Way” (M-G). 


Nice $14,000. Last week, second of 
“Hucksters” (M-G),- held well at 
$15,500 after- big $23,300 opener. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240; 
25-70) —“‘Vigilantes Return” (Col) 
plus The Harmonicats and Johnny 
Bothwell orch. Bangup $23,000 or 
near. Last week, “New Orleans” 
(UA) and vaude, $18,800. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,460; 20- 
60)—"The Web” (U). Mild $9,300. 
Last week, “Dear Ruth” (Par) (3d 
wk), $8,000. 

Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 25-55)— 
“King Wild Horses” (Col). Average 
$5,000. Last week “Springtime 
Sierras” (Rep), $4,200. 

New (Mechanic) (1,800; 20-60)— 
“Who's Kissing Her Now” (20th) (2d 
wk). Holding well at $12,000 after 
big initial round at $17,700. 

Stanley (WB) (3,280; 25-75)— 
“Perils Pauline’ (Par) (2d wk). 
Fancy $13,000 after smash $18,200 
opener. ; 

Town (Rappaport) (1,600; 35-65)— 
“Lost Honeymoon” (E-L). Not do- 
ing much at $8,000. Last week, 
“Fantasia” (RKO) (reissue), fine 





$11,800. 


$34.00, Frisco 











‘Homestretch’ Hot 13G 
In Mont’; ‘Privates’ 9G 


Montreal, Aug. 5. 

“The Hucksters” has shaken up 
real interest here and may be the 
first film to run three weeks here 
in many months. It’s now strong in 
second week at Loew’s. Biz is gen- 
erally picking up. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (C.T.) (2,610; 30-45-62)— 
“Homestretch” (20th). Solid $13,000. 
Last week, “High Barbaree” (M-G), 
$11,000. 

Imperial (C.T.) (1,916; 30-40-50)— 
“Murder in Reverse” (PRC) and 
“Joke Son” (PRC). Thin $3,000 or 
near. Last week, “Scarlet Pimpernel” 


(Indie) and “Return 
(Indie), same. 
Loew’s (C.T.) (3,115: 


35-47-67)— | All-round 





Much cooler weather over Satur- 
| day (2) and Sunday (3) was jusi 


what the doctor ordered for Broad- | 


way firstruns temperature dip act- 
ing on most of them like a shot in 
ithe arm. This drop in the mercury 


Pimpernel” | was a lifesaver after the hottest day 


(30), 
dis- 


of the year last Wednesday 


strength is being 


“Hucksters” (M-G) (2d wk). Strong} played by the Street in current ses- 


$12,000. Last week, sock $17,500. 


sion despite a plethora of holdovers 


Orpheum (C.T.) (1,119; 30-40-60)— |! and longruns. 


“L’Esclave 
and 
$3,500. Last week, “Dernier Metro 
(E-L) and “Ne le Criez Pas Sur les 
Toits” (E-L) (2d wk), $3,000. 
Palace (C.T.) (2,578: 30-45-62)— 
“Magic Bow” (E-L). Good 


d'Or” 


aux Mains 


trim $8,000. 
Princess (C.T.) 
“Buck Privates Home” (U) 
week, 
Kings” 


“Framed” (Col) 
(Col), $7,500. 


Mols, Dull With 
Copa’ Oke $11,500 


Minneapolis, Aug. 5. 

Newcomers are spotted in many 
houses this week, holdovers being 
limited to three. But biz is only 
moderate. “Ivy” heads the proces- 
sion, but “Copacabana,” “Living In 
A Big Way” and the reissue of “Pan- 
tasia” are doing fairly well. It’s the 
third week at Radio’ City for the 
smash hit “Welcome _ Stranger.” 
Moveovers are led by “Egg and I,” 
at the World after five sock weeks 
divided between the Orpheum and 
Pan. Cool weather after the brief 
torrid wave is helping. 

Estimates for This Week 
Aster (Par) (900; 30-44)—“Danger 





Street” (Par) and “Heartaches” 
(PRC). Good $2,200 in 5 days. Last 
week, “Wolf Call” (Mono) and 


(Col) | 
“Nous Irons Paris’ (Col). Fair | 


$11,000.| the small Rialto failed to pull 
Last week, “Calcutta” (Par) (2d wk), 


(2,270: 30-40-53 y— | “Fiesta.” at 
and 
“Desperate” (RKO). Hot $9,000. Last | 
and “Sport 


“Queen of Yukon” (Mono) (reissues), 


$2,000 in 5 days. 


Century (Par) (1,600; 50-70)— 
“Living in Big Way” (M-G). Fairly 
good $5,000. ast week, “Time Out 


of Mind” (U), light $4,800. 

Gopher (Par) (1,600; 44)—“Michi- 
gan Kid” (U). Big $4,500. Last 
week, “Born to Kill” (RKO), $3,000. 

Lyric (Par) (1,100; 50-70)—“Hap- 
pened on 5th Ave.” (Mono) (m.o.). 

(Continued on page 16) 


‘Kissing’ Rugged $25,000 
In D. C.; ‘Trouble’-Vaude 
Smooth 236, ‘Lady’ 186 


Washington, Aug. 5. 

Steady biz at the three Loew 
houses is lifting the general box- 
office level some notches over last 
week's low. “I Wonder Who’s Kiss- 
ing Her Now,” at the Palace, looks 
leader with sock returns. “Trouble 
With Women,” at Loew’s plus a 
snappy vaude bill, is taking second 
money. “Dishonored Lady” looks 
so-so at the Earle. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew's) (3,434; 44-80)— 
“Trouble With Women” (Par) plus 
vaude. Dip in temperature and ap- 
pealing stage show is resulting in a 
nice $23,000. Last week, “Ghost Mrs. 
Muir” (20th) with vaude, $20,000. 

Columbia (Loew’s) (1,263; 44-70)— 
“Hucksters” (M-G) (m.o.). Above 
average $10,000, and nice for third 
consecutive week-on F Street. Last 

“Fiesta” (M-G) (2d run), 

$8,500. 


Earle (WB) (2,154; 4485)—“Dis- 
honored Lady” (UA). So-so $18,000. 
Last week, “Possessed” (WB), $19,000. 

Hippodrome (Lust) (365; 44-85)— 
“Stone Flower” (Indie). Okay $25,000. 
Last week, “Magic Bow” (U) (2d 
wk), slim $1,300. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,838; 44-80)— 
“Brute Force” (U) (2d wk). Thin 
$9,000 after opening light with 
$11,000. 

Metropolitan (WB) (1,153; 44-74)— 
“Perils of Pauline” (Par) (2d run). 





week, 


Satisfactory $8,500. Last week. 
“Great Expectations” (U) (2d run), 
$9,500. 

Palace (Loew's) (2,370; 44-74)— 
“Who’s Kissing Her Now” (20th). 
Fine $25,000 to top the town. Last 
week, “Hucksters” (M-G) (2d wk), 
solid $17,000. 

— a nd 











Grosses Are Net 


Film gross estimates, as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net, i.e., with- 
out the 20% tax. Distributors 
share on net take, when playing 
percentage, hence the estimated 
figures are net income. 

The parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indicated, in- 
clude the U.S. amusement tax. 


was. not a single important 
ture bpening during the 
week. The Broadway, Gothar 
Park avenue all had new bills, 
all were reissues None 


attantinn COWaw Witnoce 
attention, Ke y Witness 


There 
new pi past 
and 
but 


much at 
that 
out of its recent doldrums, 
failed to last a full week 
second-run State with 
vaudeville, was nice $28,500. 

Of the holdovers currently in their 
second weeks, “Bachelor and Bobby- 
Soxer” with stageshow 
standout at the Music Hall, 
elor” is holding up so strongly that 


house 
and 


first stanza’s sock $149,000. Both 
represent among biggest 
sessions ever at the Hall, this vast 
theatre living up to its reputation of 
doing extremely well every August. 

Abbott & Costello, with stage sup- 


port headed by Joe E. Howard and | 


Mauriee Rocco, and “Wonder Who's 
Kissing Her Now” on screen, con- 
tinued big at the Roxy, 
round holding to $105,000 or over, 
after giant $125,000 opening session, 

Another stage-film house staying 
up in taller brackets is the Capitol, 
which looks to do a big $78,000 or 


better with the third week of 
“Hucksters” plus Tony and Sally De 
Marco, Charles Trenet and Ted 


Straeter band. This combo sagged 
over $28,000, from opening week, to 
hit $86,000 in its second stanza. — ; 

Of the straight-film houses, Rivoli 
with “Crossfire” and Criterion with 





“Brute Force” are attracting the 
most attention. “Crossfire’’ con- 
tinues terrific at about $50,000 on 
second round after climbing to sock 
$56,000, over hopes, on first. “Brute” 
is heading for $35,000 for third week 
at the Criterion or slightly over sec- 
ond week’s figure. 

“Welcome Stranger,” with Carmen 
Cavallaro band heading  stagebill, 
opens today (Wed.) at the Para- 
mount after four solid weeks with 
“Perils of Pauline” and Phil Spi- 
talny band. Latter combo likely 
will hit $60,000 in final round or 
same as third week. 

Globe is bringing in “Northwest 
Outpost” tomorrow (Thurs.). Strand 
brings in two _ reissues, “Marked 
Woman” and “Dust Be My Destiny” 
without any stageshow next Friday 
(8). “Cry Wolf” plus Freddy Mar- 
tin band heading stagebill failed to 
measure up to initial week’s promise, 
second and third frames being way 
behind teeoff session. Park Avenue 
is getting nowhere with “100 Men 
and a Girl” but keeps this reissue 
until Aug. 14 when it brings in 
“Frieda,” a new British-made film. 
Also tipping that Broadway deluxers 
are prepping for start of the fall sea- 
son is the launching of new product 
by the Astor and Hollywood, and 
opening of Fulton as a film house 
next week. Astor opens Danny 
Kaye’s new comedy, “Private Life of 
Walter Mitty” on Aug. 14. On same 
date, the Hollywood launches “Life 
With Father,” while Fulton preems 
“Black Narcissus” on Aug. 13. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 95-$2.40) 

—“Best Years” (RKO) (37th wk). 


Still in profit but off to $17,000 
after $18,000 in 36th week. Stays 
only one week more with “Life 


Walter Mitty” (RKO), new Danny 
Kaye comedy, opening Aug. 14. Fact 
that RKO neighborhood theatres in 
N. Y. metropolitan area are adver- 
tising “Years” as opening naturally 
is cutting in here currently. 
Broadway (UA) (1,895; 70-$1.50)— 
“Lady of Burlesque” (UA) and 
“Great John L.” (UA) (reissues). On 


looks only $6,000, if that. Holds. In 
ahead, “Copacabana” (UA) (3d wk), 
$5,000. 

Capitol (Loew’s) (4,820; 70-$1.50)— 
“Hucksters” (M-G) and Tony and 
Sally De Marco, Charles Trenet, Ted 
Straeter orch on stage (3d wk). 
Down to $78,000 but still solid and 
stays a fourth. Second was big 
$86.000. but way below forecast. 

Criterion (Loew's) (1.700: 60-$1.25) 
—‘Brute Force” €U) (4th wk). For 
third week ending yesterday (Tues.) 
managed to hit $35,000 
ahead of second frame, with big 
weekend turning trick; second 
$34.000. Both are strong. 

Globe (Brandt) (1,500; 70-$1.20)— 
“Wyoming” (Rep) (2d wk). 
to $8.500 after mild $12,500 opener. 
“Northwest Outpost” (Rep) 
tomorrow (Thurs.). 

Gotham (Brandt) (900; 70-$1.40)— 
“Dillinger” (Mono) and 


“Smith To Washington” (Col) and 





4 


“Let Us Live” (Col) (reissues) open 


attracted | 


continues | 
*“Bach- 


it may hit smash $150,000 to beat | 


summer | 


second | 


first week ending tomorrow (Thurs.) | 


slightly ! 


Was } 


Down | Ghost Mrs. Muir” (20th) and “Sec- 
opens! ond Chance” (20th), day-date wit 
| Paramount. Only $2,000. Last week, 
| “Miracle 34th St.” (20th) and “Kil- 
“Mutiny | TOY Was Here” (Mono), fair $3,000. 
Big House” (Mono) (reissues). Looks | ,, - 
to strike mild $10,000 in 10 days.| “Won't 


Weather Favors Bway: ‘Bachelor’ 
Socko 1506, 2d, ‘Kissing’-A&C, Big 
$105,000, 2d, ‘Crossfire’ Great 506, 2d 


' Saturday. In 
; *Indie) and 
issues), four 
was big $8,000. 

Hollywood (WB) (1,499; 70-$1.10) 
—“Possessed” (WB) (10th wk). Off 
to $12,000 or neay; ninth was $13,000. 


ahead, “Congorilla” 
“Borneo” (Indie) (re- 
days of third week, 


Stays only one week more with 
“Life With Father” (WB) coming in 
Aug. 15. 
Palace (RKO) (1,700; 60-$1.20)— 
“They Won't Believe Me” (RKO) 
id wk Nice weekend upbeat en- 
abling this to duplicate second week 
‘ure of good $18.000. Stavs on, with 
no picture yet set to come in 
Paramount (Par) (3,664; 70-$1.50) 
‘Welcome Stranger” (Par) with 
Carmen Cavallaro orch heading 
stageshow; opens today (Wed), Last 
week, “Perils Pauline” (Par) with 
Phil Spitalny orch on stage (4th wk), 


held remarkably well to land $60,- 
000, same as third stanza. 

Park Avenue (U) (583: 91.20-$2.40) 

“100 Men and Girl” (U) (reissue). 

Doing only light $5,000 or near, but 
holds. “Frieda’’ (U) opens here on 
Aug. 14. In ahead, second week of 
“Slave Girl” (U), $4,000. 
Radio City Music Hall (Rockefel- 
llers) (5,945; 70-$2.40) — “Bachelor 
|and Bobby-Soxer” (RKO) and stage- 
|show (2d wk). Up in higher brack- 
ets on initial holdover round, with 
smash $150,000 likely; first was great 
$149,000, both being among biggest 
summer weeks ever at the Hall. 
Stays on, natch! 

Rialto (Mayer) (594: 35-85) — 
“Blackmail” (Rep). Opened Mon- 
day (4). In ahead, “Key Witness” 
(Col), only $5,200 in 6 days after 
getting $5,000 on “Sioux City Sue” 
(Rep) and “Apache Rose” (Rep) in 
previous week. 

voli (UA-Par) (2,092; 60-$1.25)— 
“Crossfire” (RKO) (3d wk). Second 
week concluded yesterday (Tues.) 
hit socko $50,000 after smash $56,000 
for first week, which was over hopes. 
In here for indef run. 

Roxy (20th) (5,886;  80-$1.50)— 
“Wonder Who’s Kissing Her” (20th) 
plus Abbott & Costello heading 
stageshow (3d wk). Down consider- 
ably from terrific first week pace 
but still smash at $105,000 in second 
frame ended last (Tues.) night; first 
was $125,000, over expectancy. May 
play four weeks, but dubious if Ab- 
bott-Costello will be able to remain 
fourth, 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 43-$1.10)— 
“Fiesta” (M-G) (2d run) and vaude 
headed by Johnny Burke, Dean Mar- 
tin & Jerry Lewis, Gracie Barrie. 
Fine $28,500. Last week, “High 
Barbaree” (M-G) (2d run) with 
Benny Fields, Adrian Rollini Trio 
heading vaude, slow $19,500. 

Strand (WB) (2,756; 75-$1.50)— 
“Cry Wolf” (WB) plus Freddy Mar- 
tin orch, Artie Sant, others, on 
stage (3d-final wk). Looks to hit 
modest $40,000 this week after okay 
$43,000 for second. “Marked Woman” 
(WB) and “Dust Be My Destiny” 
(WB) (reissues) open on Friday (8), 
without any stageshow. 

Victoria (Maurer) (720; 70-$1.20)~— 
“Gunfighters” (Col) (2d wk). Head- 
ing for fairly good $12,000 this frame 
after nice $20,000 opener. Stays on 
indefinitely, according to present 
plans. 

Winter Garden (UA) (1,312; 60- 
$1.20)—“Slave Girl” (U) (3d-final 
wk). Getting thin $10,000 for final 
frame after modest $12,000 in sec- 
ond. “Green for Danger” (E-L) 
opens tomorrow (Thurs.), 


‘Kissing’ Lusty $21,500 
For 2 Denver Spots 


Denver, Aug. 5. 

Continued hot weather is hurting 
most theatres this week. “Wonder 
Who's Kissing Her Now” in two 
| spots is a cinch for top coin. “Won't 
Believe Me” also is nice. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 35-74)— 
| “Possessed” (WB) and “Keeper of 
| Bees” (Col) (m.o.). Nice $4,500. 
Last week, “Great Expectations” 
(U) and “That's My Gal” (Rep) 
(m.o.), good $3,500. 

Broadway (Cinema) (1,500; 35-74) 
|—“Meet John Doe” (Indie) and 
|“Flying Deuces” (Indie). Sad $4,000. 
| Last week, “Stanley, Livingstone” 

(20th) and “Les Miserables” (UA) 
| (reissues) (2d wk), sad $4,000. 
| Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 35-70) 
|——“Perils Pauline” (Par) (2d wk), 
| Good $10,000. Last week, $12,000. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 35-74)~ 
“Wonder Who's Kissing Her” (20th). 
| day-date with Webber. Fancy $18.- 
000. Last week, “Possessed” (WB) 
| and “Keeper of Bees” (Col), same 
| as Webber, good $15,000. 
Esquire (Fox) (742: 35-74)— 








Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 35-74)— 

Believe Me” (RKO) and 

“Seven Keys Baldpate” (RKO). Nice 
(Continued on page 16) 
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Pitt Perks: ‘Possessed’ Trim $21,000, 
Egg’ Robust $13,000, ‘Ivy’ Bright 126 





Pittsburgh, Aug. 5. ¢ 

‘Things are looking up a bit this 
week. End of summer opera, which 
has been snaring huge crowds, is 
sending a few more people into 
Golden Triangle at night, which 
. helps. “Possessed” at Stanley looks 
like an easy front-runner, but “Egg 
and I” is doing comparatively as 
well at Fulton. It’s in for a run. | 
“Ivy” got away fairly fast at the| 
Harris and may stick. Reissue combo 
of “Marked Woman” and “Dust Be 
My Destiny” at Warner is shooting | 
that house up into upper brackets 
Holdover of “The Hucksters” is 
falling way off to about half open- 
ing session’s sock take. | 
Estimates for This Week 





Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 40-70)— 
“Egg and I” (U). Got away to biggest 
opening this houge has had in| 


months. Looks strong $13,000 or over. 
Should be around several weeks. 
Last week. third of “Wonder Who's 
Kissing Her.” (20th), about $2,500 


in 3 days. 

Harris (Harris) 42,200; 40-70)— |} 
“Ivy” (U). Not exactly warm 
weather entertainment but brisk 
$12,000 or better seems sure. Last 
week, “The Web” (U), $10,000. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300;40-70)— 
“Hucksters” (M-G) (2d wk). Slippin” 
badly in second week as new pix 
open against it. Looks about $14,500. 
Last week. booming $28,000. 

Ritz (Loew's) (800; 40-70)—‘“Easy 
Come. Eesv Go” (Par) and “Fear In 
Night” (Par). First twin bill here 
in long time. Good $3,000. Last week. 
“Dear Ruth” (Par) on moveover 
after fortnight at Penn. nice $4,000. 


Senator (Harris) (1,750: 40-70)— 
“Northwest Ontpost’ (Rep) and 
“Calendar Gir!” (Rep). Looks like | 


a decent doub'e-feature entry here 
and okav $3.000. Last week, “Wings 
of Mornin” (20th) (reissue) and 
“Hit Porade °47” (Rep). $2,500. 

Stanley (W®) (3,800: 40-70)— 
“Possessed” (WB). Crix didn’t hand 
this one much but will hit trim 
$21,000. and wil! get moveover to 
Warner. L2st week. second of “Perils 
Pauline” (Par). $12,500. 

Warner (WB) (2.000; 40-70)— 
“Marked Woman” (WB) and “Dust 
My Destirv" (WB) ™“(reissues). 
Couple of o'ties have lots of bulb 
draw, sock $13,000. Last week. “Riff- 
Raff’ (RKO), sad $6,000, and below 
hopes. 


Cold Weather Aids Det: 
Fiesta’ Bis 18C: ‘Duel’ 


| 


21G, ‘Stranger’ 276, H.0.s 


: Detroit, Aug. 5. | 

Holdovers are pacing Detroit this | 
week, with “Duel in the Sun” at the | 
Fox, “Welcome Stranger” at the 
United Artists, both in second weeks, | 
and “Hucksters” at Michigan, in 





| 
first week in August hit Detroit and | 
kept the beaches bare. Best new- | 
comer is “Fiesta,” big at Adams, | 

Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1,740; 70-95)— ' 
“Fiesta” (M-G) and “Hat Box Mys- | 
tery” (M-G). Big $18,000. Last 
week, “Cynthia” (M-G) and “Dark ' 
Delusion” (M-G), loud $16,000. 

Broadway - Capitol (United De-' 
troit) (3,369: 70-95)—“Lost Honey- 
moon” (E-L) and “Repeat Perform- 
nce” (E-L). Disappointing .$11,000. 
Last week, “Gunfighters” (Col) and 
“Corpse Came C.O.D.” (Col), $10.000. 

Cinema (Marten) (250; 60-90)— 
“Ivan, Terrible” (Indie) (2d wk). 
Sweet $1.700. Last week, tall $2.500. 

Downtown (Balaban) (2,683; 70- | 
9)—“Born to Kill” (RKO) and 
“Tarzan Huntress” (RKO). Good 
$13,000. Last week, “Odd Man Out” 
(U) (2d wk), nice $9.000. 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,100; $1- 
$1.25)—“Due! in Sun” (SRO) (2d 
wk). Loud $21,000. Also showing at 
19 neighborhood houses this week. | 
Last week, smash $58.000. 

a Madison (UD) (1,866; 50-60)— 
iravorite Brunette” (Par) and 

Yank in London” (U). Lofty $2,400 
in 3 days. Last week, “Happened in 
Brooklyn” (M-G) and “Red House” 
(UA), $2.300 in 3 days 


Michigan (UD) (4,039; 70-95 )— 
Hucksters” (M-G) (3d wk). Still 
Powerful at $22.000. Last week, 


great $27.000. 
i Palms-State (UD) (2,976; 70-95 )— 
Affairs of Rel Ami” (UA) and “Fun 


On Weekend” (UA). Soft $12.000. 
st week, “Won't Believe Me” 
(RKO) and “Thunder Mountain” 


(RKO) (2d wk), nice $12,000. 

United Artists (UD) (1,941; 70-95) 
—‘Welcome Stranger” (Par) (2d 
Wk). Sock $27000 T,ast week new 
record here at great $35,000. 


Cahn-Kent Indie 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 

Edward Cahn and Robert Kent or- 
Banized an indie producing outfit 
with “Hideout,” based on their own 
Story, as their first venture. 

Picture, localed in a motel with 
Only one sct and three pivotal char- 
acters, will be filmed in Fullcolor. | 





|a lofty summer mark. 
| date showing at nine nabes is equal- 


| scale helping. 


(2d wk), strong $17.090 

| from first week's $30.000. 
(1900: 45-65)— | 
“Des- ! 


good | 


| “T,"Orage” 


Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Tetal Gress 





This Week ........... $543,000 
(Based on 18 theatres) 
Last Year ...... . $730,500 


(Based on 17 theatres) 


Duel New High 
At $36,000, Cincy 


Cincinnati. Aug. 5. 
“Duel in Sun.” at upped scale, is 
setting a new high for Keith's and 











| 


} 


| 
| 


tilting the overall downtown tzke to | 


Day and 


|} ling the Keith figure and establish- 


ing a greater Cincy film record for 
a single round. Other newcomers 
currently are “Possessed” and 
“Copacabana,” okay and above par, 
respectively. “Dear Ruth” is top- 
ping the holdovers with big session 
at the Shubert. 
Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,100; 50-75)— 
“Possessed” (WB). Satisfying $13,- 
000. Last week, “Dear Ruth” (Par), 
sock $19,000. 


Capitol (RKO) 
“Hucksters” (M-G) 
right $7,500 after hefty 
ond round, 

Grand (RKO) 
“Marked Woman” 


(2,000; 50-75)— 
(3d wk). All 


(1,400; 50-75)— 
(WB) and “Dust 


My Destiny” (WB) (reissues), Swell | 


| 


‘Miracle’ Trim $12,000, 
Omaha; ‘Believe Me’ 8G 


Omaha, Aug. 5. 
“They Won't Believe Me” and 
“Miracle on 34th Street” look stand- 
out this week. Remainder of town 
is only so-so. “Perils of Pauline,” 
first moveover in 


first stanza at the Orpheum. 
Estimates for This Week 

Brandeis (RKO) (1,500; 16-65')— 
“They Won't Believe Me” (RKO) 
and “Millie’s Daughter” (Col). Sug: 
prisingly stout. $8,600. Last wee 
“Possessed” (WB) and “Keeper of 
Bees” (Col), $9,000. 


Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 16-65)— | 


“Perils of Pauline” (Par) 
and “Jewels Brandenburg” 
Big $9,500 or near Last week, 
“Destry Rides Again” (U) and 
“When Daltons Rode” (U) Creissues). 
down to $8,500 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 16-65) 


(m.o.) 
(20th) 


—“Red -House” (UA) and “Big 
Town” (Par). Good $10,000. Last 
week, “Perils Pauline” (Par) and 


“Fear in Night” (Par), terrific $19.- 
000 and one of biggest film grosses 


of year. 
Paramount (Tristates) (3,000; 16- 
65)—“Miracle on 34th St.” (20th). | 


Trim $12,000. Last week, “High Bar- 
baree” (M-G), $10,000. 


Brute’ Huge 236 
Enlivens Philly 


Philadelphia, Aug. 5. 
Biz is spotty in Philly this week. 





$12,000 sec- | especially in view of new product. 


| “Brute Force” and “I Wonder Who's 


} 


| 
| 


Kissing Her Now” look best. 
okay is “Cry Wolf.” 
Estimates fer 


Aldine (WB) 


This 
(1,303; 


Week 
50-94) — 


| “That's My Man” (Rep). Pale $7,500. 


$9,500. Last week, “Black Gold” | 

(Mono), hotsy $11,500. Ps 
Keith’s (CI) (1,542; 90-$1.25)— 

“Duel in Sun” (SRO). Soaring to | 


all-time high here of $36,000, upped 
This figure matches 
returns from nine suburban theatres 
in. Greater Cincy now playing 


| 
| 


“Duel” simultaneously, five of them | 


for three days and the others for 
full week. Overall total of $72,000 
racks up a new high for one pig- 
ture’s take in Greater Cincy in a 
single week. Last week, “Ivy” (U) 
(2d wk), at 50-75c scale. slick $6,500. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400: 


“Black Gold” (Mono) (m.o.). Tame 


50-75 )— | 


$4.500. Ditto last week for “Unfaith- | 


ful” (WB) (m.o.). 

Palace (RKO) 
“Copacabana” (UA): 
000. Last week, “Won't Believe Me” 
(RKO), moderate $10,000. 


(2.600; 50-75)— 


Shubert (RKO) (2.100: 50-75)— 
“Dear Ruth” (Par) (m.o.). Wow} 
$10,500. Last week. “Wonder Who's | 


Kissing Her” (20th) (m.o.) (2d wk), 
$6,000. 7 


K.C.; ‘Stranger’ 166, 2d 


Kansas City, Aug. 5. 


Run of big money pictures con-'| 
tinues -hhere despite the worst heat | 


wave in vears. This weck “I Wonder 


Who's Kissing Her Now” is taking | 


'the top money, dav-dating in the 
Tower, Uptown and Fairway. This 
looks a cinch holdover; and best 


these houses have had in some time. 
“Welcome Stranger” in second week 
at the Paramount continues near 
the top pace of first week. and will 
cet around $16,000. not far from 
first week of “Kissine” in three 
spots. “The Other Love” in the Mid- 
land is only so-so. Town is fagged 
out with the over-100 degree tem- 
perature which has vrevailed here 
for more then a week now. 
Est'mates for This Week 
Esquire (Fox Midwest) (820: 45-65) 
—“The Web” (U) and “Time Out of 
Mind” (U). Verv slow $4.000. Last 
week “Odd Man Out” (U) and “Stole 
a Million” (U) (reissue), solid $6 000. 
Kimo (Dickinson) (550; 65)— 
“Fontasia”’ (RKO) (reissue). 


$4.500 and will stay another session. | 


Pleasing $13,- | 





- : - 7 ee 
third, outdrawing new entries. Busi- | L sty $ 000 | 
ness spurted a bit when the coldest ‘Kissing u 19, ] 





} 


| 


Great | 


Lest week. “Sirocco” (Indie), slow 
$1.500. 
Midland (Toew’'s) (3.500: 45-65)— | 


“Other Love” (UA) and “Keener of 
Pees” (Col). Lightweight $12.000. 
Last week. “The Hucksters” (M-G) 
but big dip 


Orvhevm (RKO) 
“Marked Woman” (WB) and 
tinv” (WB) (reissues). Fairly 
£11900. Last week. “Won't Believe 


| $92,000. or about all house can do 


(Elmer) (950: 45-65 )— 
(Indie) ard " Amateur 
Gentleman” (Indie). Moderate $1.500 


Southtown 


i Last week. “Schubert's me 
(Indie) era -“First FY oncert” 
Indie), $2,000. i’ 
Tower-Untown-Fairwavr (Fox Mid- 
weet) (2.100. 2.043 700: 45-f4)— 
“Wonder Who's Kissine Her” (29th). 
Fat $19000. and holts over. Tast 
week. “Miracle on 34th St.” (20th) 


(2a wk), fire $14,000. 


Me” (RKO). same. 

Paramount (Par) (1.900: 45-65)— 
“Welcome Stranger” (Par) (2d wk). | 
Continues very welcome here at 
£16.0600. Certain to go at least 2 
l third week. Last week. terrific 


sters” 


Last week, “Cynthia” (M-G), $12,000. 

Arcadia (Sablosky) (700; 50-94)— 
“Yearling” (M-G) (2d run). Little 
weak due to long milking at first- 
run Karlton, looks like about $5,000. 
Last week, “Egg and I” (U), oke 
$5,500 for second run. 

Boyd (WB) (2.350; 50-94)—“Other 
Love” (UA) (2d wk). Thin $12.500. 
Last week, so-so $17,000. 

Earle (WB) (2.760; 50-94)—‘“Huck- 
sters” (M-G) (3d wk). Still potent at 
$32.000. Last week, great $35,000. 

Fox (WB) (2.250; 50-94)—“Kissing 
Her Now” (20th). Punchy $28.000. 
Last week, “Ghost Mrs. 


Goldman (Goldman) (1.300; 50-94) 
—“Dear Ruth” (Par) (2d wk). Big 
$24.000. Opener last week was sock 
$31.000. 


Karlten (Goldman) (1,000; 50-94) | 


—‘“Brute Force” (U). Smash $23.000. 
with opening day record for house. 
Last week, “Unfaithful” (WB), mild 
$7.500 second run. 

Keith’s (Goldman) (1,300: 50-94)— 





‘Ruth’ Reishi $16,000, 
Buff.; ‘Copa’ Fast 166, 
‘Ivy’ No Poison at 136 


Buffalo, Aug. 5. 


Batch of new films is making the | 


overall boxoffice picture stronger 
here this week. “Dear Ruth,” 
| “Copacabana” and “Ivy” look like 


the best bets. 
Estimates for This Week 


Buffalo (Shea’ (3.500; 40-70)— 
“Other Love” (UA) and “Jewels 
Brandenburg” (20th), Moderate 
$12,000. Last week, “Possessed” 


CWB). stout $17.000. 

Great Lakes (Shea) 
—“Dear Ruth” (Par). 
Last week, “Hucksters” 
wk), $14,000 


(3,400; 40-70) 
Solid $16,000. 
(M-G) (2d 


Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 40-70 )—*Pos- 


sessed” (WB) (m.o.). Good $6,500. 
Last week. “Great Expectations” (U> 
and “Philo Vance Returns” (PRC), 
strone $8.000. 

Teck (Shea) (1.400: 40-70 )—“Huck- 
(M-G) (m.o.). Fine $4,500. 
Last week, “Duel in Sun” (SRO) 
(7th wk). nice $6,000 at $1.25 top. 

Lafayette ‘Basi!) (3,000; 40-70)— 
“Ivy” (U) and “Gas House Kids Go 
West” (U>). Trim $13.000 Last week, 
“Odd “Man Out" (U) and “Miss 
Broadway” (U). $11,500. 

20th Century (20th Cent.) (3,000: 
40-70) — “Copacabana” (UA) and 
“Step by Step” (RKO) Fast $16,000. 
Last week, “That's My Man” (Rep) 
and “Hit Parade 1947” (Rep), $10,500. 


weeks here, still | 
is big at the Omaha after territic | 


Also | 


Muir” | 
(20th), mild $12.500 for second week. | 


Los Angeles, Aug. 5. 
Firstruns here still are fighting it 





{ 


| (Col) 


| 


/out with the weather, with grosses | 
| not too forte. However, “Slave 
| Girl” shapes as pleasing $52.500 in 
| five theatres and “Won't Believe 
| Me” looks nice at $37,000 in two 
houses. Latter is certain of hold 


over 
“Imperfect Lady” 

very scant $20,000 in two Paramount 
situations. “Riff-Raff’ will be 
fair $25.000 in four “Blithe 
| Spirit” is failing to impress and is 
going out after five days with faint 
$8.000 for four houses 


is heading for a 


} 
ony 


spois 


“Kissing Her Now.” in second 
frame, is down to $45,500 in five 
spots after hefty $71,200 first week 
Third round of “Hucksters” is dip- 


Third week of “Possessed” is only 
27,000 in three houses 
Estimates for This Week 


Belmont (FWC) (1,532: 50-$1)— 
“Riff-Raff” (RKO) and “Seven Keys 


Last week, “Copacabana” (UA) (2d 
wk-10 days), dull $3.800. 

Carthay Circle (FWC) (1,518: 50- 
$1)—“‘Who’s Kissing Her” (20th) 
(2d wk). Down to $5,000 or near. 
Last week, oke $7,600. 

Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2,048: 
50-$1)—“Kissing Her” (20th) (2d 
wk). Neat $11,000. Last week, 
$16,700. 
| Downtown (WB) 
“Possessed” (WB) 
| $11,000 in 8 days. 
| $15,500 , 

Downtown Music Hall (Blhumen- 
| feld) (872: 50-$1)—“Blithe Spirit” 
(UA) and “Flight to Nowhere” 
(SG). Only $3,000 in 5 days. Last 
week, “Conacabana” (UA) (2d wk- 
110 days), $8,500. 
| Egyptian (FWC) (1.638: 50-$1)— 
“Hueksters” (M-G) (3d wk) 
$10.000, nice. Last week, $14,200. 

El Rey (FWC) (861: 50-$1 )\—“Riff- 





(1.800; 
(3d wk). 


50-$1 )— 
Oke 


' 
| 
| 
| 


Blumenfeld) (824: 65-$1)—“Blithe 
Spirit’ (UA) and “Flight to No- 
where” (SG). Sad $1,500 in 5 days. | 


Off to 


Weather Slows L.A. But ‘Slave’ Tall 
$52,000 in 5 Spots; Believe Me’ Nice 
376 in 2, ‘Riff-Raff Fair 256 for 4 


Beach” (RKO) and “Sport of Kings” 
(9 days), $13,100. 

Paramount (F&M) (3,398; 50-$1)— 
“Imperfect Lady” (Par) and “Bells 
San Fernando” (SG). Faint $11,000. 


Last week, “Perils Pauline” (Par) 
and “Big Town” (Par) (3d _ wk), 
light $13,500 
, Paramount’ Hollywood (F&M) 
| (1.451 50-$1)—“Imperfect Lady” 
| (Par) and “Bells San Fernando” 
(SG). Thin $8,000. Last week, “Perils 
Pauline” (Par) (3d wk), nifty $11,- 
600 

RKO Hillstreet (RKO) (2,890: 50- 
80'—"“"Won't Believe Me” (RKO) 
and “Blondie’s” (Col). Trim $19,000. 
Last week “Woman on Beach” 
(RF O) and “Sport of Kings” (Col 
(9 .“Syvs). very thin $15,800. 

Ritz (FWC) (1,370; 50-$1)—“Slave 


ping to a mere $37.500 in three spots. | 


Baldpate” (RKO). Slow $3,500. 
Last week, “Repeat Performance” 
(E-L) and “Green for Danger’ | 
(E-L), $4,100. 

Beverly Hills Music Hall (G&S- 


| 
| 
| 


Girl” (U) and “Thunderbolt” (Mono). 
Good $10.000. Last week, “Brute 
Force” (U) (3d wk-9 days), $5.300. 


Studio City (FWC) (880; 50-$1)— 
“Slave Girl” (U) and “Thunderbolt” 
(Mono). Okay $6,000. Last week, 
“Brite Force” (U) (3d wk-9 days), 
$3.000. 

United Artists (UA) (2,100: 50-$1) 
“Slave Girl” (U) and “Thunderbolt” 
(Mono). Stout $23,500. Last week, 
“Brute Force” (U) (3d wk-9 days), 
$10 800 

Uptown 
“Kissing 


Key” 


(FWC) (1,719: 50-$1)— 
Her” (20th) and “Crimson 
(20th) (24d wk). Oke $6,500. 


| Last week, good $10,900. 


Vogue (FWC) (885: 50-$1)—“Riff- 
Raff” (RKO) and “Baldpate” (RKO), 
Fair $4,500. Last week, “Repeat Per- 


formance” (E-L) and “Green for 
| Danger” (E-L), $5,100. 

Wilshire (FWC) (2,296: 50-$1)— 
“Hucksters” (M-G) (3d wk). Near 
$10.500. Last week, $1400. 

Wiltern (WB) (2.300: 50-$1)— 
“Possessed” (WB) (3d wk}. Down to 


| 


| 


| 


$8,500. Last week, nice $13,100. 





uu, cove: Ruth’ Fancy 166 


In Mild L'vill 
Louisville, Aug. 5. 


Biz is on the slow side this week, 
| hot weather keeping patrons out of 


| film houses. Only bright entry is 
“Dear Ruth’ at the Rialto which 
looks to have a fine session. Other 


| Raff’ (RKO) and “Seven Keys 
Baldpate” (RKO). Fair $4,000. Last | 
| week, “Repeat Performance” (E-L) | 
and “Green for Danger” (E-L), 
| pleasing $5,200. 

Esquire (Rosener) (685: $1.20)— 


“This Happy Breed” (U) (10th wk). 
About $1.500. Last week, still profit- 
able $1,800. 

Four Star (UA-WC) (900: 50-$1)— 





feld) (475: 50-85)—“Blithe 
| (UA) and “Flight to Nowhere” 
Bare $1500 in 5 days. Last 


(SG). 


week, 


scant $3,000. - 
(FWC) 


Iris (828; 50-85)—“Slave 
/Girl’” (U) and “Thunderbolt” 
| (Mono). Neat $6,500 or better. Last 


i 
| 
| “Copacabana” (UA) (2d wk-10 days), | 
| 
| 


houses either have comparatively 
lightweight product or holdovers. 
Estimates for This Week 
Brown (Fourth Avenue) (1,200; 40- 
60)—“Perils Pauline” (Par) and 
“Cover Big Town” (Par) (3d wk). 





Spirit” | 


| week, “Brute Force” (U) (3d wk-'! 


| 9 davs), $2.800. 

| Laurel (Rosener) (890: 
“Genius and Nightingsle” 
and “Broken Love” (Indie) 
Below $1,000. Last week. faint $1,100. 


85 )— 


(Indie) 


Loew State (Loew-WC) (2,404: 
| 50-S$1)—“Kissing Her” (20th) and 
| “Crimson Kev” (20th) (2d wk) 

Down to $16,500. Last week. good 


$26,500 
Los Anveles 
50-$1)—“Hucksters” 


(D'town-WC) (2.097: 
(M-G) (3d wki 


000. 
(2d wk). | 


Sagging to $16 500. Last week. $2? 600. | 


Lovola (FWC) (1.248: 50-81) 
“Kissing Her” (20th) (29d wk). Nice 
$6.500. Last week, $9.400. 

Marcal (G&S) (900: 90-$1.80)— 
“Henry V” (UA) (9th wk). Good 
$2900. Last week. $3 300 

Orpheum (D’town-WC) (2.210: 50- 
$1)—“Riff-Raff” (RKO) and “Bald- 
pate” (RKO). Light $13.000. Last 
week. “Repeat Performorce” (E-L) 
and “Green for Danger” (E-L). 


$12.000. 

Million’ Dollar (D'town) (2.122: 55- 
98)—“News Hounds” (Mono’ with 
Suear Chile Robinson. Will Mastin 
Trio, others, on stage. Good $22.000. 


Last week. “Shoot to Kill” (SG) 
with King Cole Trio on stage. 
, $23.000. 

Pantages (Pan) (2.812: 50-$1) 
“Won't Believe Me” (RKO) and 
“Riondie’s Big Moment” (Col). Nice 
$18,000. Last week, “Woman on 


“Perils Pauline” (Par) (2d run) “Repeat Performance” (‘(F-L) and | Still strong $4,000 after last week’s 
Good $8.500. Last week. “Miracle| Green for Danger” (B-L) (m.o,). | fine $5,000. 

34th St.” (20th). oke $6,000 for, Okay $3.500. Last week, “Great Ex- Kentucky (Switow) (1,200; 30-40) 
second run in 6 days. ; ° pectations” (U) (m.o.) (3d wk-9!—“Two Mrs. Carrolls (WB) and 

Mastbaum (WB) (4,360: 50-94)— | dys). bie $3,700. “Love and Learn” (WB). Nice 
“Cry Wolf”? (WB). Okay $29.000. Last | . Guild (FWC) (968; 50-$1)—“Slave $3,100. Last week, “Farmer's Daugh- 
week. “Possessed” (WB). fairish| Git!’ _(U) and — “Thunderbolt” | ter” (RKO) and “Undercover Maisie 
$20 000 second stanza. | (Mono). Pleasing $6,500 or over. | (M-G), $3,200. ; 

Pix (Cummins) (500: 50-94) — | Last week, “Brvte Force” (U) (3d) Mary Andersen (People’s) (1,100; 
“Great Waltz” (M-G) (reissue). (2d| WK-9 davs). $2,400. 40-60 )—“Possessed” (WB) (2d wk). 
wk). Looks fair $6.000. Last week. Hawaii (G&S-Blumenfeld) (956: Satisfactory $5,000 after first week’s 
$6.500. 50-$1)—“Blithe Spirit’ (UA) and) good $7,500. 

Stanley (WB) (2.950: 50-94)—| “Flight to Nowhere” (SG). Dull, National (Standard) (2.400: 40-60) 
“Romance Rosy Ridge” (M-G). Blah | $2.000 in 5 days. Last weék, “Copa-|—*“Daniel Boone (RKO) and 
$15.000. Last week. “Fiesta” (M-G).| cabana” (UA) (2d wk-10 days),| “Windjammer” (RKO) (reissues), 
fair $15,000 third session. $3.000. Mild $5,000. Last week, “Dracula 

Stanton (WB) (1.475: 50-94)— Hollywood (WB) (2.756: 50-$1)—|‘(U) and “Frankenstein” (U) (re- 
“Tarzan ‘ Huntress” (RKO). Fine! “Possessed” (WB) (3d wk). Only | issues), fair $7,000. 
$13.500. Last week. “Ramrod” (UA), | $7.000. Last week. oke $11.600. Rialto (FA) (3,400: 40-60 )—“Dear 
$8,000 second week. | Hollywood Music Hall (Blumen-; Ruth” (Par) and “Jungle Princess 


(Par). Topping town for fine $16,000. 
Last week, “Ghost Mrs. Muir” (20th) 
and “Banjo” (RKO), $13.000. 

Scoop (Louisville Theatres) (700; 
40-60 )-—"Wedding Night” (Par) (ve- 


issue). Modest $2,000. Last week, 
“Mice and Men” (FC) (reissue), 
$2,200. 

State (Loew's) (3.300: 40-60)— 
“Living in Big Way” (M-G) and 
“Keeper of Bees” (Col). Fair $12,- 


Last week, “Hucksters” (M-G) 
(2d wk). good $15.000. 
Strand (FA) (1,400; 40-60)—“Black 


Gold” (Mono) and “Kilroy Was 
Here” (Mono) (2d wk). Sopriehtly 
$5.500 after last week's big $8,000. 


Fiesta’ Torrid $12,000, 
Seattle; ‘Angel’ Bis 9G 


Seattle. Aug. 5. 

Plenty of holdovers here this 
week but most of them are strong. 
“Fiesta” looks standout but “Angel 
and Badman” is great at small- 
seater Palomar. 

Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (H-E) (800: 45-80)— 
“Miracle 34th St.” (20th) (m.o.) 
Oke $4,000 in 6 days for third down- 
town week. Last week, “Egg and 
I” (U> (7th wk), big $4,000. 

Fifth Avenue (H-F) (2.349: 45-80) 
—Fiesta” (M-G). Big $12.000. Last 
week. “Miracle 34th St.” (20th) (2d 
wk), nice $7.300 in 5 days. 

Liberty (J&VH) (1.650; 45-80)— 
“Gunfighters” (Col) and “Keeper 
of Bees” (Col) (24 wk). Hot $8,500 

(Continued on page 16) 
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Wednesday, August 6, 1947 





> 
Singapore 
Universal-International release of Jerry 
Bresler production. Stars Fred MacMurray, 


Ava Gardner; features Roland Culver, 
Richard Haydn,’ Spring Byington, Thomas 
Gomez, Porter Hall. Directed by John 
Brahm. Screenplay, Seton I. Miller and 
Robert Thoeren, based on original story 
by Miller; camera, Maury Gertsmun; edi- 
tor, William Hornbeck; music; Daniele 
Amfitheatreof. Tradeshown, N. Y., Aug. 6, 
‘47. Running time, 79 MINS. 
SNES ARUN 55 oo cc's ees Fred MacMurray 
DOE 64.0500 000b0%> co -3. serene, Gardaw 
Michael Van Leyden......... Roland Culver 
Chief Inspector Hewiit...... Richard Haydn 
DIR. BOHOWE sobs cec oo Spring Byington 
eS ee err i Thomas Gomez 
ees MONS. cn SehoSed U5 000s eas Porter Hall 
MO PROTO <Sacevivnacet ons George Lloyd 
ES PEP Pre re cries Mayhia 
ee EO | cb oS éaee ...-Holmes Herbert 
ee nes sa 6 p 3 vale tbs Edith Evanson 
Tn .<cebh bm-eneens € & Frederick Worltock 
Mr. Hussein ............Lal Chand Mehra 
EO ae area ee Curt Conway 
“Singapore” is a slow-paced pic | 


that will have to bank heavily on 
its fair marquee values and snappy 
exploitation of its intriguing title. 
A postwar adventure tale set against 
an Oriental background, film is short 


on action and too long on pedestrian | 


xomantic mooning between the prin- 


cipals, Fred MacMurray and Ava} 
Gardner. 
Producer Jerry Bresler, however, 


has limned this offering with a solid 
dress that manages to generate an 
authentic atmosphgre of British-con- 
trolled Singapore. Firstrate support- 
ing cast, well-defined camera work, 
smooth editing and a good musical 
score also help greatly. But the pro- 


obstacles presented by obvious di- 
rectorial treatment of a formula 
screenplay tritely scripted. 

MacMurray plays an ex-American 
sailor who returns to Singapore to 
continue his prewar job of smug- 
ling pearls out of the territory. 

ia flashbacks, story establishes a 
previous romance between MacMur- 
ray and Miss Gardner, who presuma- 
bly was killed in a Japanese air raid 
on their wedding night during the 
war years. Meantime, a gang of 
Singapore cutthroats tail MacMurray 
to take over a swag of pearls which 
he stashed away in a hotel..room 
during the Japanese occupation. 

While making the rounds of the 
Singapore niteries, MacMurray finds 
his gal still alive but wedded to an- 
other man and suffering from total 
amnesia. Film gets bogged in talk 
jin trying to unravel ‘the complica- 
tions but finally solves them with 
pat meller devices that are handled 
without credibility. Windup has Miss 
Gardner getting kidnapped, with an 
heroic bang-up rescue by MacMur- 
ray and a tragic renunciation by her 
husband. 

In central role of debonair ad- 
venturer, MacMurray walks through 
his paces in standard okay form. 
Miss Gardner, miscast as sweet, 
young item, has no chance to display 
her sultry charms and falters in the 
high-key emotive range. Solid per- 
formances are turned in by Porter 
Hall and Spring Byington, as visiting 
American tourists from Minneapolis; 
Roland Culver, as Miss Gardner's 
husband: and George Lloyd as a 
subtle pickpocket. Herm. 


} 
duction fails to surmount towering | 
| 





Wild Harvest 
Hollywood, Aug. 1. 
Paramount release of Robert Fellows pro- 
Guction. Stars Alan Ladd, Dorothy La- 
mour, Robert Preston, Lloyd Nolan; fea- 
tures Dick Erdman, Allen Jenkins,  Direct- 
ed by Tay Garnett. Screehplay, John 
Monks, Jr.; camera, John Seitz; process 
ergs ta Farciot Edouart; music score. 
ugo Friedhofer: editor, Billy Shea. Trade- 
shown Aug. 1, 47. Running time, 92 MINS. 














MON “PERG UPRR «bs 6.0.2 05.00 6s Gees cd Alan Ladd 
re SUR cho scx cccketen Dorothy Lamour 
Sim Davis ... ..- Robert Preston 
i Ee ...Lioyd Nolan 
Mark Lewis .... ...Dick Erdman 
MED u0-éne0100 ..Allen Jenkins 
ES SEs Wo.n cee 6096s @0¥2 Will Wright 
= Texbeaveve .....Griff Barnett 

POOR  ceccceweeccees .- Anthony Caruso 


2 


Cer ewer ret tor eeeeteerrine 


“Wild Harvest” concerns itself 
more with harvesting of wheat than 
with virile action. As a consequence, 
there are long stretches of dull foot- 
age that take the edge off the action 
when it does come. Name values are 
strong and will help in arousing ini- 
tial boxoffice interest, although take 
jn the upper brackets is not likely 
to be sustained. 

Film opens slowly and doesn’t gear 
itself for wild and violent action un- 
til well past the halfway mark. 
Scenes of harvesting by gangs of 
reaper-wielders begin to pall after 
awhile. Tay Garnett’s direction of 
the Robert Fellows production has 
considerable scope to cover in this 
apparently censor-softened story of 
@ gang of adventurers who turn tal- 
ents to wheat harvesting. 

Garnett does wallop over some 
sequences of fisticuffs between Alan 
Ladd and Robert Preston. There's a 
good chase when angry farmers take 
after the gang but these highlights 
aren't backed up by other footage. 
There's a lack of tension that could 
have punched over the harvesting 
scenes, the battle against time and 
weather when the wheat is ripe. 
Sex-play, too, between Ladd and 
Dorothy Lamour. with Preston as 
third side of a triangle, has been 
watered down and fails to excite. 

Ladd, Preston gpd Lloyd Nolan are 
odd Yn top t sted raps. while 

ick Erdman and Allen Jenkins ap- 
€ar okay in featured spots. Miss 

mour shares star billing, holding 
her own in a film that emphasizes 
youscled males. She's a no-good gal 
who tries to talk Ladd into taking 
her away from the farm. He passes 


Walter Sande 
Frank Sully 


up the chance, so she picks Preston, 
causing trouble in camp, Preston is 
swayed to highjack grain from farm- 
ers, resulting in more trouble. Final 
blowup has Ladd and Preston going 
at it in a knockdown, dragout fight 
that sends Miss Lamour packing and 
brings the buddies together again. 
John Monks, Jr., scripted. Camera 
work by John Seitz is expert, and 
good process -photograpry was con- 
tributed by Farciot Edouart. Hugo 
Friedhofer's music score is on the 
credit side. Brog. 


Blackmail 
Hollywood, Aug. 1, 








Republic release of William J. O'Sullivan 
production. Stars William Marshall, Adele 
Mara, Ricardo Cortez; features Grant 
Withers, Stephanie Bachelor, Richard 
Fraser, Roy Barcroft, George J. Lewis 
Directed by Lesley Selaunder. - Screenplay, 
Royal K. Cole; added dialog, Albert De- 
Mond: original story, Robert Leslie Bellen; 
camera, Reggie Lanning: editor, Tony Mar- 
tinelli. Previewed in Hollwwood, July 31, 
‘47. Running time, €7 MINS. 

|} Dan Turner -.. William Marshall 
|} Sylvia Duane .. Adele Mara | 
| Ziggy Cranston eoseeeeshicardo Cortez | 
| Inspector Donaldson... .-Grant Withers | 
F CATIM ccc cec cee cdeccees Stephanie Bachelor 
} Antoin enor eT eee .-Richard Fraser 
eee Det sss 60s cee cane Roy Barcroft 
| Blue Chip Winslow........George J. Lewis 
| Jervie spek wave €4ea0 -Gregory Gay 
Pr Jevehededsanhesdeoe .. Tristram Coffin 
|} Mamié ...cccceres Pobeoscccestes Eva Novak 
Gomez csccen tea Wolte 
“Blackmail” never proves as ex- 


citing as its title would 
interest at a 
dress is good but physical quality 
fails to make up for lack of punch. 

Melodrama deals with another of 
| those tough private detectives lately 
! in fashion. The guy is called in by 
a rich playboy gambler to protect 
him from blackmailers. Detective’s 
interference in the case apparently 
only results in the ante being boosted 
from original $50,000 tap to $150,000. 
A number of bumpoffs, several fisti- 
cuff encounters by the dick and sun- 
dry stock ingredients are padded in 
but only serve to further the con- 
fusion. 

William Marshall isn’t too con- 
vincing as the dick. Neither are the 
others, including Ricardo Cortez, the 
client; Adele Mara and Richard 
Fraser, the villains; Grant Withers, 
the police detective: Roy Barcroft, 
Stephanie Bachelor and George J. 
Lewis. 

Lesley Selander’s direction keeps 
the players in motion but it’s not 
meller action. Mild script was fur- 
nished by Royal K. Cole from an 
original story by Robert Leslie Bel- 
| lem. Brog. 





Key Witness 


Columbia relexse of Rudolph C. Figthow 
production. Features John Beal, Trudy 
Marshall, Jimmy Lloyd. Directed by D. 


Ross Lederman. Screenplay. Edward Bock, 
from stery by J. Donald Wilson; camera, 
Philip Tannura: editor, Dwight Caldwell. 
At Rialto, N. Y., week starting July 29, 
‘47. Running time, 67 MINS. 

Milton Higby Aibiarece tie setee wee 
Marge Andrews ...........- Trudy Marshall 
Larry Summers ......eee+-. .Jimmy Lloyd 


Helen Mowery 
Wilton Graff 


Sally Guthrie 
Albert Loring 
Martha Highy 
John Ballin 


Custer Bidwell ..........+. Harry Hayden 
DE nn 5o 6040540506680 069% William Newell 
Edward Clemmons ......-. Selmer Jackson 


Officer Johnson 
Nurse Sibley 





Exhibitor complaint nowadays is 
that the B’s are so sad they can't 
get a dollar with them. Such a 
squawk applies to this film, a B 
which distributors would have been 
afraid to offer a few years ago. 
Lack of cast names is also a factor. 
tor. 

John Beal does fairly well. as a 
much-harried inventor who is acci- 
dentally inyolved in the slaying of 
a girlfriend. Trudy Marshall is cast 
as his buddy’s sweetheart, this look- 
ing like a fairly good screentest for 
the gal. Beal's buddy, Jimmy Lloyd, 
seems to have the best future possi- 
| bilities of the whole cast. Lad has 
looks and can act, something that 
can’t be said for many in this pic- 
ture. However, one is inclined to 
blame both the director and editor 
for some of the absurd sequences 
and hammy entrances. 

J. Donald Wilson's original story 
is okay but what Edward Bock, 
scripter, and D. Ross Lederman, 
director, didn't do to it, the cast did. 
All continuity and semblance of rea- 
sonable development appear to have 
been tossed aside at times. Wear. 


High Tide 
Hollywood, Aug. 1. 


Monogram release of Jack Weather pro- 
duction, Stars Lee Tracy, Don Castle, Julie 
Bishop, Anahel Shaw; features Regis Too- 
meyv, Douglas Walten, Francis Ford, An- 
thony Warde. Directed by John Reinhardt. 
Sereenplay., Robert Presnell, Sr.: added 
dialog, Peter Milne: story, Reoul Whitfield: 
camera, Henry Sharp: musical score, Rudy 
Schrager: editor, Stewart S. Frve. Pre- 
viewed in Hollywood, July 31, '47. Running 


time, 70 MENS, 

Himes Prete sci dwecdcstciorssa Lee Traey 
Tim Slade ... seeese.-Don Castle 
BOS VAUNS .. ceeneieicigesss Julie Bishop 
Dana Jones .......cccceee---.- Anabel Shaw 
Inspector O'Haffey ..........Regis Toomey 


... Dorgice Waltan 
....Francis Ford 


Clinton Veugbn 
Pap <SGrrOW,. of. ses cbccens 


Penh: SAO Anos tecssscscaget Anthony Warde 
- Re Wilson Wood 
ee SNOT. Os cae ckeee ed Argentina Brunetti 
Interne ee ..George H. Ryland 





“High Tide” is actionful whodunit 
that will_serve ca ly. Turned out 
for Monogram & Wrather, new 
to Hollywood production, film gives 
interesting fulfillment to its tale of 
mayhem against a newspaper back- 
ground, Production quality is good 


for budget expenditure. ; 
Cast is good in depicting various 





Miniature Reviews 


“Singapore” (U-I). Slow ad- 
venture romance with Fred Mac- 


Murray and Ava _ Gardner; 
mediocre b.o. 
“Wild Harvest” (Par). Star 


names, headed by Alan Ladd, 
will aid in putting over story of 
wheat harvesting. : 

“Blackmail” (Rep). Melodrama 
of private detective and his du- 
bious clients. Fails to live up to 
action promised in title. 

“Key Witness” (Col). Mild 
murder yarn suited for lower 
rung of twin bills. 

“High Tice” (Mono). Okay ac- 
tion whodunit. 

“I Know Where I’m Going” 
| (British) «U-I). Michael Pow- 
| ell-Emeric Pressburger produc- 
tion. Surefire for sure-seaters, 

‘Twins” (Artkino) (Songs). 
Russian-made comedy a modest 
entry for foreign houses. 

“& Man About The House” 





| 





indicate. | 
Actionless motion and dull talk keep 
minimum. Production | 


(BL) ‘British). Good who- 
dunit limited by lack marquee 
names. 

“Anything for a Song” (Ital- 
ian) (Superfilm). May entice 


some opera fans, but otherwise 
for Italian-language fans. 

“A& Sangre Fria” (“In Cold 
Blood”). Tepid Argentine thril- 
ler with no appeal for U. S. 








characters who try to make life 
tough for private detective Don 
Castle. Latter does well by assign- 
ment, as does Lee Tracy as the hard- 
boiled editor who is the cause of all 
the trouble. although not exposed 
until the end. 

Behind the mystery is Tracy’s 
efforts to take control of newspaper 
for which he is editor. He knocks 
off his publisher, attempts to get the 
detective he had called in to protect 
him from alleged threats, and does 
in an undercover operator for the 
publisher as well as his own gambler 
sidekick before the round of events 
catch up with him, 

- John Keinharat’s direction keeps 
the plot on the move and perform- 
ances good. Julie Bishop and Ana- 
bel Shaw carry off the small femme 
leads okay, with Miss Bishop ap- 
pearing to best advantage in un- 
sympathetic spot. Regis Toomey is 
good as the police inspector and 
others measure up to requirements. 

Lensing by Henry Sharp, editing, 
music score by Rudy Schrager and 
other productional functions fur- 
nished by Wrather and his associate, 
James C. Jordan, supply okay back- 


ing to the Robert Presnell, Sr., 
script, based on story by Raoul 
Whitfield. Brog. 





I Know Where I’m Going 
(BRITISH-MADE) 


Universal - International (Prestige) re- 
lease of Michael Powell, Emeric Press- 
burger (J. Arthur Rank) production, Stars 
Wendy Hiller, Roger Livesey; features Fin- 
lay Currie, Pamela Brown. Directed and 
written by Powell and Pressburger. Cam- 
era, Erwin Hillier: editor, John Seabourne;: 
music, Allan Gray, with Glasgow Orpheus 
Choir. Tradeshown, N. Y., July 31, °47. 
Running time, 91 MINS, 

Joan Webster Wendy Hiller 


URE, BEMOINGD 6 ccctecscers Roger Livesey 
Ruairidh Mor ......e.e0.-...-Finlay Currie 
Catriona .... «ceees-..- Pamela Brown 
BF. TROBINGOR. S005 ccddecene Valentine Dyall 
CANE .0:6.9ss 00 cebee ieee nesacal Petula Clark 
SEE .. wacdcccdpasksess owas Waker Hudd 
Bate “TONG 00 csissctaeeed George Carney 
Capt. Lochinvar,Capt. Duncan Mackechnie 


Kenny ..... 9 00bs eh on ctwess cM BERrOUnOm 


OE ts See Margot Fitzsimons 
ee, SIOVOEEE hs 5 ceavetesamaaee Nargcy Price 
ie, MOROONE 2ccescperi Graham Moffett 
Johnu Campbell ..isccéictc cus John Laurie 
POMCINTOED 0.6 i idcccdceececeues Jean Cadell 


“I Know Where I'm Going” should 
be a natural for the arty houses. 
Turned out’: by Michael Powell and 
Emeric Pressburger, one of J. Arthur 
Rank’s ace production units, the pic- 
ture has in it all the charm and re- 
alism with which this team has suc- 
cess'ully embellished a number of 
its other films released in the U. S. 
Slotted for distribution under the 
Prestige banner of Universal-Inter- 
national, the picture Kasn’t sufficient 
boxoffice draw to enable it to stand 
alone in general situations; with the 
tremendous word-of-mouth it’s cer- 
tain to amass, however, it can’t miss 
for the sureseaters. 

Film returns Wendy Hiller to U. S. 
screens after a long absence,.and the 


she did in “Pygmalion” and “Major 
Barbaia,” her two most noteworthy 
successes heretofore. Only other 
marquee names, even for the arty 
houses, are Roger Livesey and Pame- 
la Brown, both of whom add to their 
laurels in this one. With most of 
the action taking place in northern 
Scotland, Poweii and Fressburyei 
evidently. recruited some of the na- 
tives to add to the supporting cast. 
Result is a neat touch of realism, 
with the Gaelic language, used spar- 
ingly for effect, serving to build in- 
terest in the tale. 


Tile is taken (og | —a 
folktune, which runS4pord y 
through the film. Rapidfire sequences 
at the outset show Miss Hiller prog- 
ressing from childhood to the point 
| at which the story picks her up, con- 
' tinually building the impression that 





actress scores as heavily in this as | 





“she knows where she’s going” — 
which, to her, means marrying 
money. She hooks a wealthy in- 
dustrialist and leaves London to 
marry him on a tiny island in the 
Hebrides, which he’s rented during 
the war. Just when she’s in sight of 
the island, on the last lap of her 
journey, a sudden gale springs up 
a e's forced to stay on the main- 

nd with the native Scots in the 
village. 

She naturally meets and falls for 
a young navy lieutenant, actually a 
Scottish lord and the owner of the 
island, who’s also trying to get there 
for some hunting while on leave. 
Rest of the picture shows her gradu- 
ally losing faith in her ideas, under 
the combined blandishments of the 
lieutenant and the happy, but poor, 
Scotsmen, After making one last at- 
tempt to reach the island, in which 
She and the lieutenant are almost 
drowned, she finally realizes she’s 
been wrong all the time and, in a 
logically-drawn denouement, throws 
over the old codger for the young 
Scotsman. 

Story is an original by Powell and 
Pressburger. Production team’s di- 
rection gives the film a leisurely -pace 
that slows it down too much at times 
but the combined story line, acting 
and novel setting and characters 
build sufficient suspense. Production 
mountings are standout, from the 
unique method of presenting the 
credits to the suspense-laden climax. 
Allan Gray’s score adds to the film’s 
mood, with the Glasgow Orpheus 
Choir helping with some interesting 
Scottish airs. Stal, 


Twins 
(Russian-Made) 
(SONGS) 
Artkino release of Mosfilm Studios produc- 
tion. Stars Mikhail Zharov, Ludmilla Teel- 
ikovskaya. Directed by Konstantin Yudin 





Screenplay, Y. Uluner, M. Vitukhnovsky: 
camera, A. Tarasov: songs, Boris Lasker: 
English titles, Charles Clement. At Stan- 
ley, N. Y., sturting July 26, °47. Running 
time, 80 MINS, 

WEGENER deck otaehssics teeee Mikhail Zharov 
BMe £04440600be4 08 Ludmila Tselikovskava 
RL? aos 6 bebees 6 opaceses VOTO OFIDVE 
Listopadov...e. .- Andrei Tutishkin 
REIS GOR. cs ccewevceccccsss Pavel Shpringfeld 
EEOY . cectervebesesiveesdes Dmitri Pavlov 
CP 85.6 6% Cicdasd- cand Konstantin Soretkin 
Alla + Broshkina +s bid baat -lrina Murzayeva 

(In Russian; English Titles) 


Striving hard to be funny, “Twins” 
is really only a mildly amusing So- 
viet pic. It should do just passably 
good biz in foreign-language houses, 

Difficulty is that too much hokum 
was piled on a slim story. Only when 
it verges on the slapstick does it 
manage to generate genuine laughter. 

Plot concerns a pair of unidentified 
baby twins who are adopted by a 
femme Soviet worker. First her 
roommate is annoyed by the babes. 


Then her landlady. Story ultimately | 


drags in the head Commissar in her 
precinct, two sailors recuperating 
from wounds and, ultimately, the 
real parents. The babies are sup- 
posed to be war orphans and yarn 
mildly touches on the angle that So- 
viet citizens should adopt war or- 
phans. 

Mikhail Zharov chips in with a 


|strong performance as food-loving 


chaser, while Ludmila Tselikovskaya 
is excellent as the comely party 
worker who adopts the kids. Dmitri 
Pavlov and Konstantin Sorotkin de 
okay as the two sailors who decide 
to help support the twins, with one 
falling in love with the gal. In fact, 
their comedy work far overshadows 
the silly yarn. 

Konstantin Yudin directed but he’s 
never surmounted the story handed 
him. Several untitled songs by Boris 
Lasker are fairly tuneful, especially 
when sung by Miss Tselikovskaya. 
Others in the cast break into song 
on the slightest pretext but the di- 
rector, luckily, has confined this to 
a few late sequences. Wear. 


A Man About the House 
(BRITISH-MADE) 
London, Aug. 1. 


British Lion release of Edward Black 
production. Stars Margaret Johnston. Dul- 
cie Gray, Kieron Moore. Directed by Leslie 


Arliss. Sereen adaptation of novel by Fran- 
cis -Brett Young by J. B. Williams and 
Arliss, Music by Nicholas Brodzsky. Cam- 
era, Georges Perinal. At Palace, London. 
Aug. 31, ‘47. Running time, 95 MINS. 

Agnes Isit .............. Margaret Johnston 
Ree, SONU Mires c'¥'etws' wie t Gham e Dulcie Gray 
ee ee er.... Kieron Moore 
Sir Benjamin Dench........ Gny Middleton 
Ronald Sanetuary .......... Felix Aylmer 
Mrs, BIMNIARE: cv icvesss Lilian Braithwaite 
cabin EOD OEE TOE Jone Salinas 
Assunta werrre eeeeseee+...Maria Fimiani 
WOU tcobudueseoecnee e--..Fulvia de Priamo 
AMNLONIO ..cccccesccceeess..- Nicola Esposito 
SE ESET Cree PPT Reginald Purdell 
BOROIMOE Seve s wise cite tus Wilfred Caithness 





Lack of marquee names is bound 


| to have effect on pulling power of 





this picture, especially for America: 
and the best it can attain is the dual- 
er spot. But with all its deficiencies, 
this John Perry screen adaptation of 
Francis’ Brett Young’s best seller is 
good cinema, and should do well on 
its general release after its West 
End premiere, some time in Septem- 
ber, at Metro's ace spot. the Empire. 

Story is woven around iwo spin- 
ster sisters running a school in the 
Midlands in very straitened circum- 
stances, but full of family pride, es- 
pecially Agnes, the elder, who domi- 
nates the younger, Ellen. 

As they are about to sell some old 
sticks ee Mure to a local junk 
man, he dPaws their attention to an 
advertisement in a London paper 
asking for the whereabouts of a 
family Isit, a very uncommon name, 
wondering if it’s meant for them. 
Gals investigate and find they have 











been left a legacy by their uncle— 
beautiful villa south of Naples. They 
sojourn there with object of dispos- 
ing of the property and returning te 
England. 

On arrival they find the place is 
managed by Salvatore, their late un- 
cle’s general factotum. Agnes is bent 
on returning, but Ellen falls in love 
with the beauty and plentitude that 
abounds after their abject poverty, 
She also falls in love with Salvatore, 
in reality a man with a bad record. 
They are finally married and hubby 
makes up his mind to get rid of her 
by a slow poisoning process. His ac- 
tion. is revealed by Sir Benjamin 
Dench, former sweetheart of Agnes, 
who has now fallen for the younger 
sister. 

Dench forces a confession from 
Salvatore who, after a realistic fight, 
is killed falling over a cliff. His 
wife thinks it’s an accident and is 
left in ignorance of real cause of 
death. Fadeout- is departure of 
Dench and Ellen, off to get married 
in India, with Agnes staying behind 
to manage the estate, as her husband 
«whom she still cherishes as one of 
the finest men in the world) would 
have wished her to do. 

Acting is good all around, with 
exception of Guy Middleton who, in 
two scenes, gives out with that plum- 
in-the-mouth accent which has been 
great hindrance to the popularity of 
some English pixsin America. Kie- 
ron Moore, formérly known as Kie- 
ron O’Hanrahan when he was acting 
at the Abbey theatre, Dublin. is a 
find and should be in great demand. 

Most of the outdoor shots were 
made in Genoa and are beautiful. 
while direction is pretty slick and 
workmanlike. Rege. 


Anything fer a Song 
(SONGS) 
(Italian-Made) 


Superfilm Distributing Corp. release of 
8S. A. Grandi production, Stars Ferruccie 
Tagliavini, Directed by Carlo Bugiani. 


Screenplay, Mario Mattoli: camera, Charles 


Suin; music, Cilea, Donizetti, Cardillo. 
Previewed in N. Y., Aug. 1, ‘47. Running 
time, 76 MINS. 

Mario Guadalucci...... Ferruccio Tagliavini 
BOGOlOME ccccccccvccvcerevees Carlo Romani 
ATMA .cccsccrcccscccesecesseres Luisa Rossi 
PATGOR » cccccceccesd bbedees Oat Tino Scotti 
Cavoncelli ..ecese Cocccccsscreed Aldo Silvani 
GUUS 5. cccccecccccecvcess Carlo Campa nini 
BONW ccccccccccccscccssccres -Vera Carmi 
COREE 0 os eee ebeseccovecseusss Luigi Cimara 
GUATROOE 2 ci scdecdivcsvecer Virgilio Riento 





(In Italian; English Titles) 

Ferruccio Tagliavini, one of the 
Met Opera’s prize importations of last 
season, is 6ne of the more active 
voices in the renascent postwar Ital- 
ian film industry because of his U. S. 
acclaim. He’s attained considerable 
stature in name value in the music 
fields, but draw of this pic is confined 
to those circles, mainly because of 
meagre production surrounding him. 
Latest importation, tos gece for a 
Song,” Italian picture with English 
subtitles, is mainly for the Italian- 
language houses, but with hefty ex- 
ploitation of Tagliavini, film could 
get a play from longhair devotees. 

Tagliavini does considerable sing- 
ing in this film, running a wide range 
from opera to lighter Italian airs. 
He’s seen in a far-fetched comedy as 
the son of an eggplant processor who 
rebels against the family trade in an 
effort to crash music. Opposition of 
his father stymies any attempt In 
that direction, and he ultimately re- 
turns to the family fold in order to 
procure enough money to restore the 
sight of a blind girl, even so far as 
intending to marry a girl his father 
has selected for him. However, his 
intended bride falls for another, and 
matters work out to Tagliavini’s sat- 
isfaction. : 

Comedy is frequently naive. Per- 
formances are similarly lightweight, 
Virgilio Riento hitting a nice stride 
as the singer’s father. Vera Carmi, 
as the love interest, and Luisa Rossi, 
the blind gal, play their roles ade- 
quately. Tagliavini is believable. but 
his major importance, naturally. lies 
in his song contributions. Jose. 


J 
A Sangre Fria 
(“In Cold Blood”) 
(ARGENTINE-MADE) 
Buenos Aires, July 22. 
Inter-Americana release of Luis Sesiave 
sky production. Stars Amelia Bence: fene- 
tures Pedro Lopez Wagar. Directed by 
Daniel Tinayre. Story and screenplay, 
Saslavsky; camera, Alberto Bic hehehere. 
At Gran Cine Ocean, June 6, ‘47. Running 
time, 95 MINS, 





Like other recent Argentine who- 
dunits, this film is a tepid thriller 
tending to be boring rather than ex- 
citing. Picture has no appeal for 
U. S. audiences but may do well in 
small local houses. Yarn is built 
around’ the attempts on the life of @ 
wealthy old lady. Her nephew ex- 
pects to inherit her money and uses 
a servant to poison her. Pair are 
foiled and killed in a chase. ; 

Only bright spot is Amelia Bence 
performance, but she’s handicapped 
by inept story. Other acting is gen- 
erally poor. Lopez Lagar, once one 
of the better actors. seems more 
mystified with the plot than the 
audience. 

Daniel ‘Tinayre’s 
stodgy and unimaginative. 


is 


direction 
Nid. 





Jerry Fairbanks’ Switch 
Hollywood, Aug. 5. 
Jerry 


is switch) res 


tor Jim,” a tale of a country physi- 
cian, as his first full-length venture. 

Picture goes into production Aug. 
11, with Lew Landers directing. 
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@ GOOD PICTURES are the lifeblood 
of this industry, important not only to 
the companies that make them, but to 
every man and woman who draws a 
studio paycheck. 


With the majority of companies 
launching their new product season in 
August, the quality of the new pic- 
tures is of greater significance to the 
industry than perhaps at any other 
time in its history. For this reason, we 
couldn’t help being impressed by the 
enthusiasm we encountered in visiting 
the MGM lot for the first time in 
months. There was an unmistakable 
tingle that seemed to radiate from Louis 
B. Mayer’s front office all the way 
back to Lot Three. 


For one reason, ‘‘The Hucksters,”’ 
starring Clark Gable, No. 1 release on 
“MGM's Biggest Hit Parade,’”’ is set 
for a-record-breaking world-wide 
*‘premiere’’ in 1000 important thea- 
tres. This picture, in the majority of 
spots, follows ‘‘Fiesta,’’” which has 
been piling up hefty grosses. 


Everyone on the lot tells you about 
“Green Dolphin Street,’”’ starring Lana 
Turner, Van Heflin, Donna Reed and 
Richard Hart. You hear on every side 
the glories of ‘‘Song of Love,”’ starring 
Katharine Hepburn, Paul Henreid and 
Robert Walker. 


Friday, July 18, 1947 


*‘The Romance of Rosy Ridge,’” star- 
ring Van Johnson has enjoyed preview 
raves, and Red Skelton’s ‘Merton of 
the Movies’ is hailed as a comedy 
sleeper; Bill Powell and Myrna Loy in 
“Song of the Thin Man’’ are credited 
with another laugh hit. Greer Garson, 
Robert Mitchum and Richard Hart in 
“Desire Me,’’ had just been sneak pre- 
viewed and those who saw it were 
offering such comparisons as ‘‘Mrs. 
Parkington’”’ and ‘‘Mrs. Miniver.”’ 


Spencer Tracy, Lana Turner and 
Zachary Scott in ‘‘Cass Timberlane”’ ; 
Walter Pidgeon, Deborah Kerr and 
Angela Lansbury in “If Winter 
Comes’’; Frank Sinatra and Kathryn 
Grayson in ‘‘The Kissing Bandit’’; Judy 
Garland and Gene Kelly in ‘The Pir- 
ate’: Robert Taylor in ‘The High 
Wall’; June Allyson and Peter Law- 
ford in ‘‘Good News’’; “Summer Holi- 
day,”’ starring Mickey Rooney; ‘“‘This 
Time For Keeps,” starring Esther Wil- 
liams; ‘‘Virtuous,’’ with Van Johnson 
and Jure Allyson; ‘‘Birds and Bees,”’ 
with Jeanette MacDonald, Jose Iturbi 
and Jane Powell, are just a few more 


recently and almost finished produc- 
tions the MGM gang is raving about. 


_With twenty of the new season’s 
pictures completed, with seven others 
before the cameras, and nine addit- 
ional important productions scheduled 
to start within the next eight weeks, 
it looks like MGM has hit its full 
stride. 
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"46 Film Theatre Grosses in Mexico 
Soar to $14,607,357; Top All Show Biz 


French Filmers on First 


Swede Location Since War 
Stockholm, July 25. 

First group of French film makers 

to shoot pictures in Sweden since 

pre-war days has arrived here to 

make documentaries in the northern 





Mexico City, Aug. 5. ¢ 

Show business gross in Mexico | 
was over four times as much in 1946 
as in 1939, according to the munici- 
pal treasury department. The 1939 
gross was $4,640,413 as compared 
with $19,761,402 last year. However, | 
the latter figure was about $600,000 
below the 1945 total, with the gov- | 
ernment officials pointing to the 1946 
figures as indicating there is no| 
widespread depression. here. Gov- 


ernment takes 10-15% tax on amuse- 
ment biz grosses. 
Motion picture theatres again 


were far in the lead in total grosses. 
The 82 cinemas here grossed $14,607,- 
357 from 68.887 shows which were 
, attended by 49,723,477 patrons. There 
were only 8,084,497 who bought sec- 
ond-class tickets, remainder going 
for first-class ducats. In comparison 
the cinemas grossed a mere $3,334,- 
230 in 1939. 

Next to picture houses, bullfights 
were responsible for the biggest 
gross, but this was only $2,215,474. 
In 1939, the bullfights took in about | 
$386.043. Theatres, other than those | 
showing pictures, grossed less than | 
$1,000,000 last year but still were 
about $100,000 ahead of 1939. 


Much hypoed by the Pasquel 
biothers raiding of. U. S.° major 
leagues in 1946, Mexican baseball 
attracted 701,718 patrons to 127 


games and took in $598,886 as com- 
poured with less than $40,000 in 1939 
when only 70 games were played. 
U. S. Spreadeagles Field 

Of the new high of 215 pix re- 
leased here this year up to July 31, 
Americans were far out front with 
131, according to .official report. 
Runnerup were 37 Mexicans. Then 
came 27 Argentinian; 13 British; 
three Chilean; and two each of 
French and Spanish. 

During this period, only two. 
Mexican pix did any good at all at 
the boxoffice... “Yo Mate a Rosita 
Alvirez” (“I Killed Rosita Alvirez”), 
made by Producciones Raul de 
Anda, did play 13 solid weeks at | 
the Cine Savoy. 


JAPS TO SCAN ‘MIKADO’ | 
SOME TIME NEXT YEAR 


| 
Tokyo, July 29. 

Jap producers of the previously 
banned “The Mikado” announced 
they have finally succeeded in secur- 
ing the performance rights for the 
comic opera, and will produce it 
here early next year. 

The show was previously booked 
for a week’s run at the Tokyo thea- 
tre, but officials of General Mac- 
Arthur’s Civil Information & Educa- 
tion Section nixed it because the 
Nips were without the necessary 
permission from the copyright own- 
ers. a 

First showing of the play to the 
Jap public will be held at the Tokyo, 
largest theatre in Japan. Producers, 
the Shochiku Film Co., were balked 








| manager for 
| first leg of a south-of-the-border tour 


} m 
'a foreign 


| Eddie 
‘ning to 


part of the country. Headed by 
production manager Philipe Fraisse, 
group also includes director Edward 
Logerau. and cameraman Roger 
Moride. 

Last French film to have been 
made on location in Sweden was 
produced in 1939. Picture was “La 
Loi du Nord,” starring Michele Mor- 
gan, 


Pix Industry * 
In Germany To 
Get Reprieve 


Washington, Aug. 5. 
The German picture industry will 
soon be allowed to compete in the 
world film market, it was an- 
nounced in Berlin yesterday (4) by 
the Information Control Division of 


* 
Sneak Review U. S. Military Government. How- 
ever, this will be limited to pix pro- 


duced since the fall of the Nazi 


; regime. 
ets e Col. Gordon E. Textor, informa- 
* a | tion chief in Berlin, said German 


production in the American zone 
would continue under U. S. super- 
vision and that all those connected 
with the making of pix must have 
clean political bills of health and 
high moral standards. 


E-L Inks $300,000 For 
Foreign Branch Offices 


Sam L. Seidelman, foreign sales 
Eagle-Lion, left for 
Mexico City last weekend on the 
in conjunction with the setting up of 
distribution organization. 
E-L’s branch office in Mexico City 
will open formally Aug. 25. 

Prior to his departure, Seidelman 
revealed that E-L had laid aside 
$300,000 for the opening of foreign 
branch offices. In addition to E-L's 
output, the foreign organization will 
distribute the J. Arthur Rank pic- | 
tures which E-L handles in the U. S., 
other Rank pictures which are not | 
released in the U. S. and a flock of 
Small releases. E-L is plan- 
strengthen its distribution 
facilities in Latin-America, Philip- 
pines and other overseas territories. 











Buenos Aires, July 29. 

Sneak preview of “La Cumparsita,” 
patterned after the Hollywood meth- 
od of screening product before an 
average theatre audience sans bally 
or advance notice, worked out so Hence the fight of some segments 
well at Cine Medrano in the Flores |of the American industry to keep 
residential district that it may set a | German pix out of the world mar- 
pattern for others to follow here.|ket has beea lost fo the policy of 
This is the latest from San Miguel | permitting the Germans to get for- 
Studios, and not even Hugo del Car- | eign exchange to pay for imports of 
ril, star of picture, was given ad-| food and critical raw materials. 
vance notice of the screening. Fact | However, the industry in this coun- 
that the reaction was favorable, even |try has won a partial victory in 
to the extent that the picture drew that the large stockpile of pix made 
applause at its conclusion, made the | quring the years of Nazi domina- 

a 





producer think this might be tion will be embargoed' within 
smart idea to follow in the future. | Germany. 

Industry generally here feels that Another bright note came _ to 
local product is not obtaining im- | MPEA and other U. S. distributors 


partial, constructive criticism. This who have been waiting for a chance 


has not been helped by the warning | for g free, competitive market in 
by the Board of Entertainment that | Germany. War Dept. announced 
any slaps by crix at native produc- | here: 

tion would result sin their being “Distribution, now’ a° Military 
muzzled permanently. Since the | Government operation, is to be 
protectionist decree insures a C€If- | commercialized by licensing do- 


tain amount of local films getting 
playing time at preferred rentals, 
major studios naturally have been 
making less and less effort to turn 
out worthwhile product. It’s es- 
timated by unbiased critics that 
only four or six of 18 films released 
by Argentine studios in the first six 
months this year can be rated as top- 
ranking. 


$250,000 PHILIPPINE 


mestic and foreign distributors un- 
der the principle that German 
screens should be open to foreign 
and domestic product on a free and 
competitive basis within ‘current 
regulations governing the activities 
of firms licensed to do cusiness in 
the U. S. zone. 

“The admission of Soviet, French 
and British distributors to the 
U. 8S. zone is contingent upon full 
reciprocity for U. S. zone distrib- 
utors from the respective zones. No 
PRODUCTION UNIT SET interest or combination of interests, 

German or foreign, is to have such 
Manila, July 29. control of production, distribution 

A new Philippine picture con- |r exhibition in the industry as 

cern capitalized at $250,000 has been | Might limit competition or permit 











in their attempt to open the play 
earlier because the house has been 
contracted for Kabuki and Shimpa 
plays until the first of 1948. 


Nicholas Bros. Wow 
In London Vaude Bow 


London, Aug. 5. 
Nicholas Bros., stepping into new 
wvaude show at the Casino yesterday 
(4), stopped show cold. Jack Dur- 
ant, holdover from last month, also 
-scored. 
Jewell and Warriss did splendidly 





but turn is overlong. Swiss Stars, a | 


continental acrobatic foursome, also 
liked. 


40-Hr. Wk. Aussie Problem 


Sydney, July 29. 

Film industry is still trying to 
work out some schedule on the New 
Scuth Wales edict permitting a 40- 
hour working week in any industry. 

Edict is shooting up 
overhead in film biz because extra 
staff must go on to cover the short- 
ened week. 








Berg Upped in Brazil 

Fritz Berg has been named man- 
ager for Warner Bros. in Brazil to 
take the place of Ary Lima, w re- 
cently was upped to position™®f su- 
pervisor for Brazil, Argentina, Chile 
and Uruguay. Appointment 
made by Wolfe Cohen, veepee of 
Warner International. 

Berg was with Warners for years 
in Brazil. 


operational | 


was ' 


| stay 


organized here, being called the | the denial of the screen in Germany 

Movie Technical Service, Inc. In-| to other groups. 

corporators are some of the city’s| “The functions of production, dis- 

largest businessmen. Latest to en- tribution and exhibition will be 

ter the local film industry, the com-| treated as separate businesses. Per- 

pany had started construction of its | Sous and firms engaged in any one 

studio at the former site of Exotic | of these three branches will not be 

Films, just outside Manila. Most of | Permitted to engage in either of the 

equipment ordered by the firm in| others.” 

U. S. already has arrived. ~ 

President of the company is Jesus 

Cacho and chief technician is Wil- Current London Shows 
(Figure shows weeks of run) 

* London, Aug. 5. 


liam Jansen, formerly of Exotic 
“Annie Get Your Gun,” Col’s’m (9). 


Films. 

“Bless the Bride,” Adelphia (15). 
“Born Yesterday,” Garrick (28). 
“Boys in Brown,” Duchess (6). 
“Deep Are Roots,” Wyndhams (4). 
“Crime of Foley,” Comedy (4). 
“Dr. Angelus,” Phoenix (1). 
“Edward My Son,” Majesty's (10). 
“Ever Since Paradise,” New (9). 
“Here There,” Palladium (18), 
“Jane,” Aldwych (27). 
“Life With Father,” Savoy (9), 
“My Wives & I,” Strand (1). 
“Nightingale,” Princes (3). 
“Noose,” Saville (7). 











Performers Threaten 
Mex Radio Walkout 


Mexico City, Aug. 5. 
radio stations here face clos- 
‘ing as their unionized performers, 
| musicians and songwriters have filed 
|notice of a strike with the Labor 
Ministry unless the stations contract 
with them as regular and perma- 
‘nent help. 
Station operators’ side of the case 
|} was given the Ministry by Emilio 


All 











| Azcarraga, operator of three of| “Off the Record,” Apollo (9). 
Mexico’s largest stations, XEW,; “Oklahoma,” Drury Lane (14). 
XEQ and XEOY, all here. He con-| “Peace in Our Time,” Lyric (2). 
tends that no station can possibly “Perchance to Dream,” Hipp (120). 





' please the public if it yields to the 
pressure of unions as to which per- 

‘formers, tunesters and songwriters “Proudly Present,” Yorks (14). 
it must use. 4 “Sleeping Clergyman,” Crit. (7). 

| “Sweetest Lowest,” Ambass. (66). 
Americo Rosenberger, Paramount “Together Again,” Vic Palace (16), 

International's branch manager for “Trespass,” Globe (3). 

Cuba. planed to his headquarters in “Voice of Turtle,” Piccadilly (4). 

Havana Friday (1) after a month’s “Winslow Boy,” Lyric (63). 

in New York, “Worm’s View,” Whitehall (14). 


“Piccadilly Hayride,” Wales (21). 
“Present Laughter,” Haym’kt (16). 











Cut-Price Days Irk 


‘Argent. Exhibs- 


Forcing of Local Films Hurts Biz 


4 
— 





Mex Stations Fined For | 


Off-Color Programming 


Mexico City, Aug. 5. 


Ministry of Communications and 
Public Works has announced stiff 
fines against local stations XERT, | 
XEGR, XEWG, XELD, XERK, 
XEOX, XEOY and XEB for spicing 
their programs with “indecorous or 
indecent matter, or religious or po- 
litical propaganda, in gross viola- 
tion of regulations for broadcasts by 
Mexican radio stations.” 

Stations were warned that if they 
do it again their franchises would | 
be cancelled. Ministry recently 
sent a blanket warning to all radio 
stations in Mexico that decency and 
discretion must govern their pro- 
grams. Ukase was provoked by 
numerous complaints from_ radio 
listeners all over Mexico about off- 
color programs, and use of mike foi 
religious-political spiels. 





‘Years Tops 


_ Mexican B.0. 


Mexico City, Aug. 5. 


“The Best Years of Our Lives” 
(RKO) topped the three highest 
grossing pix current here, according 
to report of the civic treasury de- 
partment. 

“Years” grossed $120,436 in 42 
days, including one show at $10 per, 
the preem; 11 days at $1, and the 
rest at 80c. That record was copped 
at the firstrun Cine Alameda. Pic 
is current at the Cine Bucareli, Ala- 
meda’s moveover house. 

Mexican pic, produced by Pro- 
ducciones Raul de Anda, “Yo Mate 
a Rosita ‘Alvirez” (“I Killed Rosita 
Alvirez’), grossed $86,200 in a 
straight run of 82 days at one cine- | 
ma, the Savoy, at a straight 60c for 
the run, and third place is held by 
another Mexican, “De Amor Tam- 
bien se Muere” (“You Can Also Die 
of Love’), with a gross of $43,936 in 
21 days. 


$200,000 Damages Sought 
On Mex ‘Candelaria’ Pic 


Mexico City, July 29. 


“Maria Candelaria,” the Mexican 
picture that did so well in U. S. and | 
Europe, is the subject of a $200,000 | 
damage claim accompanied by de- | 
mand for surrender of all existing 
prints of the film. Claim was filed 
in a local court by Jose A. Inclan, ! 
former colonel in the Mexican reg- 
ular army. Suit is against Fernando 
Fernandez, director and co-producer, | 
and Clasa Films Mundiales, producer | 
of the picture. 


Inclan charges that film’s plot was | 
stolen from a scenario he wrote and 
claims he copyrighted it with the 
Ministry of Public Education April 
23, 1940. In his complaint, Inclan 
said that while he was in jail in 
Ozumba, a nearby town, accused of 
rebellion and social dissolution, and 





| patriotic.” 


Montevideo, July 29. 

Argentine exhibitors may be en- 
joying a bonanza season with coin 
pouring into the boxoffice, but they 
still feel that their lot is an unhappy 
one. Aside from having to comply 
| with the government’s protectionist 
decree, which forces them to yank 
good foreign pix when they are 
grossing big and replace them with 
local pix with little draw at first- 
runs, they now have a new govern- 
ment decree to contend with. Ad- 
mission scales must he cut three 
days a week to 20 percent of usual 
scale under this edict. 

This government action is part of 
the Peron regime’s “streneth through 
joy” policy for the masses. Accord- 
ing to the new decree, 
which run seven days a week ata 
scale above 40c. must reduce their 
prices by 20 percent at least three 





ail 
Gai 


| days weekly. Choice of lower-scale 


is left to the exhibitor. 

Check on first-run and nabe the- 
atres after three weeks of new sys- 
tem shows that scaling down of 
prices for benefit of the masses has 
not been appreciated by the latter, 
Exhibs don’t find any more attend- 
ing their houses on low-price days, 
They point out that the masses have 


far more coin for film shows than 
ever be*‘ore and do not like to be 
classified on the lower scale. They 


prefer seeing shows on higher-priced 
days. 

Exhibitors must also display plans 
of seating so purchasers of tickets 
can see exactly where they will be 
in the. theatre. Two theatres which 
did not comply with this part of the 
decree were shuttered for three days 
by the municipal authorities. But 
the biggest hardship exhibs have to 
face is the compulsory exhibition of 
local product. Instead of improving 
with time and acquisition of greater 
know-how, local studios are turning 
out even more mediocre product and 
the public’s reaction is reflected at 
the boxoffice. Exceptions to this rule 
this year have been “Corazon” 
(PYADA), “Albeniz” (Sono) and “A 
Sangre Fria” (Inter-Americana), all 
of which are still doing well. 


Local film commentators and 


| critics have been tipped off by the 
| Entertainment Board that any out- 
| right or too unfavorable criticism of 


local pix will be considered “un- 
And that offenders may 
find themselves out in the cold un- 
less they bear this in mind. Cris 
find themselves perfectly free to pan 
foreign pix, especially the Mexican 
ones. One columnist and film come 
mentator was hauled before the Ra- 
dio Control authorities and told that 


‘she would find her daily stint on 
‘one of the biggest radio outlets 


banned unless she toned down her 


'opinions of the poor local product. 


Her plea that criticism is construc- 
tive was received with a repetition 
of the warning. 





New Aussie Pix Producer 
Offers Stock to Public 


Sydney, July 29. 
With revived interest in picture 
| production in Australia, new pro- 
|ducers may finance their projects 
| via public offerings of stock. First 
| to offer shares to the public is En- 
degvour Films, headed by Erie 
Woods, nightclub operator, with 


| 
| 





in need of coin, he gave his scenario | Stock offered on market at $4 per 


to an agent to peddle. 

This is the second suit of its kind | 
that Inclan has filed in the past year. 
The previous suit merely asked for | 
adequate damages. New action is | 
more pointed since it specifies the 
amount of damages wanted plus all | 
prints of “Maria Candelaria.” This | 
pic was dubbed in English, French | 
and several other languages. 





Says Palestine Good Pic | 
Spot But Lacks Facilities | 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 


Herbert Kline returned from Pal- 
estine with prints of “My Father's | 
House,” the first full-length feature | 
ever made in the Holy Land. Picture | 
was produced by Kline in associa: | 
tion with Meyer Levin, who wrote} 
the original story. ; 

Palestine, Kline declared, has an 
ideal climate for outdoor photog- | 
raphy but lacks studios and film | 
technicians although there are large 
numbers of refugees expert in other | 
scientific fields and capable of learn- . 
ing motion picture technique. Kline | 
is negotiating for the release of 
“House.” j 





share. Company is issuing 10,000 
shares at the outset. Roy Darling is 
listed as director of Endeavour. 

Reported that Endeavour covered 
the film industry thoroughly before 
deciding fo make a public offering 
of shares, 


Fight Over Screen Ads 


In Houses Down Under 
Sydney, July 29. 

A real squabble is developing be- 
tween major handlers of screen ad- 
vertising here. Rival units are re- 
ported out to corner local screens in 
order to woo top coin sponsors. Pol- 
icy in Aussie is generally for the 
cinema, vaude or legit loops to hire 
screens to organizations handling 
this type of advertising. 

Screen ads are run here before & 





| show, during intermissions, and at 


supper shows, 





New Mex Houses 
Mexico City, July 29. 
Luis Castro, operator of the Cine 
Palacio Chino, swank firstrun house, 
and three second runs here, has put 
up $1,400,000 to build two big cine- 
mas here, 


or 
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The ENTERPRISE STUDIOS present 


JOHN GARFIELD + LILLI PALMER 


Body and Soul EE. Alcer 


—and introducing HAZEL BROOKS as “ALICE” 
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Behind-the-Scenes 


Truce Held 


Possible Between Yates, Goetz 


Indications 
that a behind-the-scenes truce was 
being arranged between Herbert J. 
Yates and Harry Goetz in their bat- 
tle over management of Republic. 
It's understood that negotiations 
have been continuing for Yates’ pur- 
chase of Goetz’ sizable stock inter- 
est in the company, although the two 
sides are far from agreeing on the 
terms of sale. 


Inability to hold the scheduled 
board meeting of the company in 
New York last Thursday (31) for 
lack of a quorum gave a hint that 
something was doing. A sufficient 
number of board members to con- 
stitute a quorum was in town, but 
failed to attend. Among those ab- 
sent was Goetz. His attorney, Sam- 
uel Becker, who is also on the direc- 
torate, appeared in the board room, 
but told the secretary not to count 
him present, that he was only there 
“to use the telephone.” 


Outside observers gatHered from 
this strange procedure that a back- 
curtain’ deal was cooking which the 
participants were not ready to have 
come up at a board meeting. Neither 
side was willing to talk on the sub- 
ject. 


Goetz, who, with his family, owns 
a large block of Rep stock, has been 
hammering at Yates, prexy of the 
company, claiming profits have not 
been commensurate with income. He 
has been studying for the past 
few months a large body of statisti- 
cal data on the company’s operation, 
which has been supplied to him by 
Yates at his request. In the back- 
ground has been the possible threat 
of a stockholder’s suit. 


Goetz and -his family own 80,000 
shares of Rep, which at current 
market price would be worth slight- 
ly more than $400,000. They also 
own 33,782 shares of Associated Mo- 
tion Picture Industries, a Rep hold- 
ing company. This is unlisted. 

Yates returned to the Coast from 
New York last Thursday. Goetz 
left Monday (4). 


| 20th Sales Plan | 


ate at high expense and have low- 
grossing possibilities. According to 
Smith, there are probably 6,000 thea- 
tres in the U. S. that would qualify 
for the new deal and it will be of- 
fered to them, regardless of Whether 
they’re affiliated or independent. 

Under the plan, exhibs will be of- 
fered on percentage not less than 
two and not more than five pictures 
out of each season’s product. All 
other films, excluding roadshows 
such as the forthcoming “Forever 
Amber” and “Captain from Castile,” 
will be offered at fidt rentals. If the 
percentage pictures “merit pre- 
ferred playing time,” 20th will ex- 
pect to get it. In working out the 
scale deal, the company will require 
a statement of expenses certified to 
by accredited accountants. First 
step in establishment of the deal will 
be for an exhib to submit such a 
statement. 

Under the scale arrangements, at 
15% of the gross, the scale deal will 
be based on a_ break-even point, 
meaning that at this point, 20th will 
have 15% of the gross and the the- 
atre will have its expenses. In dol- 
lars and cents, that means that 85% 
of the gross would be chalked up to 
house expense. Taking $100 as an 
expense figure, the exhib would 
have to gross $117.60 to get his even 
break. Film rental, or 10% of that, 
to the amouni of $17.60, would go to 
20th, with the exhib retaining the 
other $100 to give him an even 
break with his expenses. 

Scale is to go up in steps of 2%%, 
with a profit equal to the percent- 
age paid at each level. For in- 
stance, at 174%% of the gross as film 
rental, the theatre will have a profit 
of 17%% of the film rental. At 20% 
of the gross as film rental, the thea- 
tre will have 20% of the rental as 
profit. Scale goes up correspond- 
ingly to the 35% level, where the 
theatre is to have 50% of the film 
rental as profit. Deal also offers 
50% of the rental as profit at the 
37%% level and 50% as profit at the 
40% level. For anything over 40%, 
the exhib and 20th share dollar for 
dollar. 

Since it was first disclosed by 
Smith, the plan has been publicly en- 











dorsed by Harry Brandt, prez of the | 


Independent Theatre Owners of New 
York; Sam Carver of the Michigan 
Independent Theatre Owners, and 
the Gulf States Allied. 


increased last week? 





Picture Grosses 
DENVER 


(Continued from page 9) 
$14,500. Last week, “The Hucksters” 
(M-G) and “Alias Mr. Twilight” 
(Col) (2d wk), good $12,500. 
Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 35-74)— 
“Ghost Mrs. Muir” (20th) and “Sec- 
ond .Chance” (20th), also Esquire. 
Fair $9,000. Last week, “Miracle 
34th St.” (20th) and “Kilroy Was 
Here” (Mono), also Esquire, good 
$10,000. 

Rialto (Fox) (878; 35-74)— 
“Miracle 34th St.” (20th) and “Kit- 
roy Was Here” (Mono) (m.o.). Mild 
$3,000. Last week, “Weiidiggert’s 
Daughter” (Indie), thin $2,500. 
Tabor (Fox) (1,967; 35-74)—“Fabu- 
lous Dorseys” (UA) and “Killer at 
Large” (PRC). Fair $8,000. Last 
week, “Wyoming” (Rep) and “Web 
of Danger” (Rep), fair $7,500. 
Webber (Fox) (750; 35-74)—“Won- 
der Who's Kissing Her” (20th), also 
Denver. Good $3,500. Last week, 
“Possessed” (WB) and “Keeper of 
Bees” (Col), good $3,000. 


‘LOVE’ BRISK $23,500, 
PROV.; ‘MIRACLE’ 186 


Providence, Aug. 5. 
Biz is rolling high here this week. 
Loew’s State looks to top the list 
with “Other Love,” but “Miracle On 
34th Street” is comparatively as 
strong at the Majestic. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,200: 44-65 )—“Riff- 
Raff’ (RKO) and “Born to Kill” 
(RKO). Fairly good $14,500. Last 
week, “Won't Believe Me” (RKO) 
and “Banjo” (RKO), $15,000. 
Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 44-65) 
—“Ghost Mrs. Muir” (20th) and 
“Crimson Key” (20th) (2d- run). 
Good $5,000. Last week, “Unfaith- 
ful” (WB) and “Killer at Large” 
(PRC) (2d run), $4,500. 
Fay’s (Fay) (1,400; 44-65)—“That 
Hamilton Woman” (UA) (reissue) 
and “Hat Box Mystery” (SG). Fine 
$7,000. Last week, “Tobacco Road” 
(20th) and “Grapes of Wrath” (20th) 
(reissues), $6,500. 





Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 44-65)— 
“Miracle 34th St.” (20th) and 
“Strange Journey” (20th). Solid 
$18,000. Last week, “Ghost Mrs. 
Muir” (20th) and “Crimson Key” 
(20th), $11,000. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 44-65)— 
“Other Love” (UA) and “Fabulous 
Suzanne” (UA). Solid $23,500 or 


near. Last week, “Hucksters” (M-G) 
(2d wk), strong $16,000. 

Strand (Silverman) 2,200; 44-65)— 
“Dear Ruth” (Par). Opened Monday 
(4). Last week, “Perils Pauline” 
(Par) (3d wk), swell $8,000 after 
neat $10,000 for second. 


Indpls. Still Slow But 
‘Privates’ 126, ‘Love’ 11G 


i Indianapolis, Aug. 5. 

First-run biz, getting full effect of 
outdoor competish with Olsen and 
Johnson show on card at Butler 
Bowl this week, is still running far 
down in the rut. “Miracle on 34th 
St.” at the Indiana; “Other Love,” 
at Loew's, and “Buck Privates Come 
Home,” at the Circle, are about even 
for modest top money. 

Estimates fer This Week 

Circle (Gamble-Dolle) (2,800; 40- 
60)—“Buck Privates Home” (U) and 
“Madonna of 7 Moons” (U). Oke 
$12,000 Last week, “Web of Dan- 


ger” (Rep) with Jerry Colonna, 
Jimmy James orch, others, on stage, 
nice $18,500 at 48-74c scale. 

Indiana (G-D) (3,300; 40-60)— 
“Miracle on 34th St.” (20th) and 
“Thunderbolt? (Mono). Mild $11.- 
000. Last week, “Unfaithful” (WB) 
and “Singin’ in Corn” (Col), $10,000. 

Keith’s (G-D) (1,300; 40-60)—“Un- 
faithful” (WB) and “Singin’ in 
Corn” (Col) (m.o.). Tepid $3,000. 
Last week, “Westerner” (FC) and 
“Come and Get It” (FC) (reissues), 
nice $6,500. 

Loew’s (Loew's) (2,450: 40-60)— 
“Other Love” (UA) and “Keeper of 
Bees” (Col). Passable $11,000. Last 
week, “Hucksters” (M-G) (2d wk), 
fair $10,000 on top of big $20,000 
opener. 

Lyric (G-D) (1,600; 40-60)—“Guilt 
of Janet Ames” (Col) and “High 
Conquest” (Mono). Sluggish $4,500. 
Last week, “Black Gold” (Mono) 
and “Kilroy Was Here” (Mono), neat 
$7,000. > 


MINNEAPOLIS 


(Continued from page 9) 

| Fair $4,500. Last week, “Miracle 
| 34th St.” (20th) (3d wk), fine $5,000. 

Pix (Corwin) (300: 50-70)— 
“Wuthering Heights” (FC) (reissue). 
| Neat $2,200. Last week, “Of Mice 
and Men” (Indie) and “Nevada” 
(Indie) (reissues), $2,000. 

Radio City (Par) (4,400; 50-70)— 




















| 


ar amazing business. Still strong 
at $12,000. Last week, huge $19,000. 

RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2,800; 50- 
70)—“Ivy” (U). Praised picture 
should come through with fine $11,- 
500. Last week, “Won’t Believe Me” 
(RKO), $9,500. 

RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600; 50-70)— 
“Fantasia” (RKO) (reissue). Fancy 


$11,000 in p t. Last week, “Egg 
one I” (U) (th wk), execiient 


,000. 
State (Par) (2,300; 50-70)—“Copa- 
cabana” (UA). Groucho Marx great 
favorite, and we this to satis- 
factory $11,500. t week, “Hap- 
pened on Fifth Ave.” (Mono), same. 
Uptewn (Par) (1,000; 50-55)— 
“Homestretch” (20th). First nabe 
showing. Good $4,000. Last week, 
“Two Mrs. .Carrolls’ (WB), $3,000: 
World (Mann) (350; 50-99)—“Egg 
and I” (U) (m.o.). Here after five 
big weeks at Orpheum and Pan. 
Third stand looks virile $3,500. Last 
week, “Cheyenne” “(WB) (2d wk), 
$2,500. 





SEATTLE 


(Continued from page 11) 
after getting surprising $10,200 in 
opener. 

Music Box (H-E) (850; 45-80)— 
“Great Waltz’ (M-G) (reissue) (2d 
wk). Stout $4,500 after $6,200 last 
stanza. 

Music Hall (H-E) (2,200; 45-80)— 
“Hucksters” (M-G) (3d wk). Solid 
$8,500. Last week, big $12,400. 


Orpheum (H-E) (2,600; 45-80)— 
“Possessed” (WB). Good $10,500. 
Last week, “The Web” (U) and 
“Overlanders” (U), $8,800. 


Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 45-80) 
—“Angel and Badman” (Rep) and 
“Magnificent Rogue” (Rep). Great 


$9,000. Last week. second of “Dis- 
honored Lady” (UA), $6,100. 
Paramount (H-E) (3,039; 45-80)— 


“Perils Pauline” (Par) (2d wk). Nice 
$8,000. Last week sock $14,600. 
Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 45-80)— 
“Dishonored Lady” (UA) (3d wk), 
moved over from Palomar, and 
“Decoy” (Mono). Good $4,000. Last 
week, 5th of “Ramrod” (UA) and 
“Ghost Goes Wild” (Rep), okay 











Jack Warner 


$3,300 
| 
| Continued from page 7 Game 


“Distant Drums,” “The Patriots” and 
“Key Largo,” the latter having been 
set as the next starrer for Humphrey 
Bogart and Lauren Bacall. 

Warner enumerated 26 stars under 
contract to WB with 17 actors and 
actresses on the studio’s feature ros- 
ter. Among candidates for stellar 
grooming, Warner listed Barbara 
Bates,- Geraldine Brooks, Robert 
Douglas, Penny Edwards, Lila Leeds, 
Kyle MacDonnell, Lois Maxwell, 
Yves Montand, Jeanne Shepherd, 
Mary Stuart, Richard Taylor, Forrest 
Tucker and Steven Vincent. 

Kalmenson outlined the 1947-48 
season’s initial group of 10 pictures, 
headed by “Life With Father,” which 
preems in Skowhegan, Me., Aug.*14, 
and in New York the following day 
at the Warner theatre, renamed 
from the Hollywood beginning Aug. 
15. Kalmenson said that “Life With 
Father” will be shown first for 
special engagement only with the 
general release taking place later. 

First general release of .the new 
season will be “Deep Valley,” star- 
ring Ida Lupino, Dane Clark and 
Wayne Morris, dated for Sept. 1. 
Following will be “Night Unto 
Night,” starring Ronald Reagan and 
Viveca Lindfors; “Dark Passage,” 
starring Bogart and Miss Bacall; 
“The Unsuspected,’ Michael Curtiz 
production with Joan Caulffeld and 
Claude Rains; “Escape Me Never,” 
with Errol Flynn; “My Wild Irish 
Rose,” with Dennis Morgan; “Wall- 
flower,” with Joyce Reynolds and 
Robert Hutton; “Ever the Begin- 
ning,’ United States Pictures produc- 
tion with Lilli Palmer and Sam 
Wanamaker, and “Voice of- the 
Turtle,” with Ronald Reagan, El- 
eanor Parker and Eve Arden. 





WB Cuts to Skeleton Crew 
Hollywood, Aug. 5. 

With four pictures winding up 
their shooting schedules simultane- 
ously, the Warner studio resembles 
a deserted village, with only skele- 
ton crew at work. All white collar 
workers went on a two-week vaca- 
tion, 400 carpenters and all casual 
and itinerant workers were laid off. 
Producers, directors and writers re- 
main on the lot to prepare for future 
production, 

After a meeting of studio execu- 
tives, headed by Jack L. Warner, 
it was explained that the current 
condition is due te the customary 
summer lag in production and to the 
fact four productions finished about 
the same time. The pictures are 
“Romance in High C,” “Silver 
River,” “Ever the Beginning” and 
“That Hagen Girl.” 





“Stallion” In Houston Preem 
Houston, Aug: 5. 
Eagle -Lion’s “Red Stallion” will 


world-premiere here Aug. 13 at In- 





terstate Majestic theatre. 


° § P 
Inside Stuff—Pictures 

Some overlaps in screenings and difficulties brought about by companies 
booking press and other special showings too close together has been 
caused in recent months by occasional failure of distribs to notify the 
Motion Picture Assn. of intended screenings. To avoid difficulties caused 
by two or more screenings at the same time, Sarah Siegel, secretary in 
the MPA’s New York public relations office, maintains a booking service 
It’s open to member and non-member companies alike, with dates allotted 
strictly on a first-come-first-served basis. sla 

A well as thus keeping.track of press and other special showings in 
New York, Miss Siegel maintains a similar service for trade screenings 
in the 31 exchange centers throughout the country. 





Studio and eastern story editors of almost all studios are heavily touting 
to their lots a recently-published novel, “The Steeper Cliff,” by David 
Davidson. Studios have been resisting the yarn because it is localed in 
occupied Germany and deals with postwar problems. 

It deals with an American Military Government man in charge of news- 
papers in Germany and his doubt as to how he would have acted had he 
been-a German with the choice of at least passive collaboration with the 
regime or a concentration camp. It got excellent reviews and has been 
named an alternate Book-of-the-Month Club selection. It is also to be 
issued as an Omnibook. Random House published. 





RKO is pondering a protest from the International Circulation Man- 
agers Assn. against the characterization of newsboys as roughnecks in 
the recently completed pictuge, “Fighting Father Dunne.” Newspaper 
group contends that newsboys of today are not as tough as those in the 
picture. RKO maintains the kids were like that in St. Louis in 1905 
the locale and date of the novel, “Father Dunne’s Newsboys Home.” Cir. 
culation managers’ committee is headed by J. B. Cassidy of the San Fran- 
cisco Examiner. 





Should the U. S. Supreme Court uphold the provisions of the consent 
decree, it would end one of the last of the “key” deals in the country. 
That’s United Artists’ arrangement with the Tri-State Theatres, Paramount 
pards, in the midwest. Under such a “key’’deal, the price the circuit pays 
for a picture is determined by that picture’s national gross. It’s an agreed 
upon percentage of the latter figure. One-third of the estimated amount 
due is paid when the deal is signed, another third six months later, and the 
final adjustment 12 months after that.: 





Somerset Pictures has a technical adviser on a jailbreak sequence in 
indie’s second film, “The Dark Road,” who really knows what he’s doing. 
Working under pseudonym of Mat Jackson is afi ex-con who was inno- 
cently involved in a Joliet jailbreak a decade ago. Now a gas station 
operator in Glendale, Cal., “Jackson” is repaying a favor to associate 
producer‘ Selvyn Levinson, who loaned him $500 to start business when 
a had turned him down after he came out of the big house legiti- 
mately. 





New whitehaired boy at Paramount is William D. Russell, who directed 
“Dear Ruth.” Studio has a number of important properties lined up for 
him as the result of the film’s cleanup. Russell has been with Par since 
1935, coming up through the talent department, where he coached such 
contractees as Joan Caulfield, Virginia Welles and Kenny O’Morrison, all in 
“Ruth,” plus Diana Lynn, Gail Russell, Bill Edwards and James Brown. 
“Ruth” is his first smash. 





Ingrid Bergman’s suit of armor, to be worn in “Joan of Lorraine.” is 
going through daily rehearsals, with a live mail-clad dummy walking 
around the Hal Roach lot, followed by Fred Knouth, special effects tech- 
nician, armed with a screw driver and an oilean. The idea is to remove 
the squeaks lest they interfere with the dialog in the picture. The armor 
weighs 21 pounds. 





Columbia is experimenting with a new fog-making process in “The 
Sign of the Ram,” to spare Susan Foster the ordeal of working in an 
atmosphere of chemical mist. Action is first shot without fog. ‘Then 
the same scene is filmed with fog but without thesps. Later the fog 
scene is superimposed on the action scene. 





Recent wave of Al Jolson popularity has even extended to, for instance, 
Kennywood Park, Pittsburgh. That amusement spot has a penny arcade, 
and one of the peepshows is a slide-over condensation of Jolson’s “Jazz 
Singer.” It’s the most popular show there. 





J. Arthur Rank’s topdrawer attraction, Stuart Grainger, is preparing a 
trip to the U. S. He has six months’ layoff from Rank pictures coming up. 
Ostensibly he wants to visit Hollywood but it’s understood he’s amenable 
to doing a U.S. film. Top studios are already bidding hotly via cable. 


EXHIB LEADER RAPS 
JERSEY BINGO RETURN 


New Brunswick, N. J., Aug. 5. 





er it will continue.” He added that 
a recent poll he took of. the mem- 
bership, which includes both inde- 
pendent exhibs as well as the af- 
filiated circuits, to determine the 
question produced inconclusive re- 


Proposed gambling amendment to 
the New Jersey State constitution 
was firmly opposed by George Gold, 
chairman of the Federation of New 
Jersey Theatre Owners, at a public 
hearing held here last week. Appear- 
ing before the committee revising 
the constitution, Gold character- 
ized the amendment as raising a 
very controversial issue, particu- 
larly among exhibitors, because of 
the bingo angle. “Theatres of New 
Jersey,” he said, “are opposed to 
games of chance as it represents un- 
faly competition.” 


As planned by the committee, two 
gambling alternatives would be 
placed before the state’s voters this 
fall in referendum.. One permits 
pari-mutuel betting on horseraces 
while the other would also legalize 
gambling such as bingo and other 
games of chance for the benefit of 
charitable, fraternal or religious or- 
ganizations. 

Public opinion on the amendment 
at the hearing—both for and against 
—was so stormy that Gov. Alfred E. 
Driscoll later declared that he was 
in favor of holding the issue over 
for another year fo: fear that the 
gambling amendment would jeopard- 
ize revision of the entire constitu- 
tion. Gold was in complete accord 
with the governor’s views. 

Organized last spring to fight pro- 
posed admission tax measures in 
various parts of the State, FNJT’S 
continuance as an active group is 
somewhat doubtful. Gold said last 








sults. Some exhibs requested a spe- 
cial meeting to decide the issue 
and Gold indicated that such a con- 
clave probably will he held early 
in September. 

At an outing of the Allied Thea- 
tre Owners of New Jersey, which 
will be held late this month in West 
End, N. J., the organization's prexy, 
Edward Lachman, will hold a meet- 
ing of members for possible discus- 
sion of the state gambling issue 
along with the American Society of 
Authors, Composers: and Publishers 
seat tax, among other things. 

Commenting on the proposed state 
constitutional amendment = which 
would legalize various forms of 
gambling, among them bingo, Lach- 
man declared that “bingo is bad for 
the public. It starts the young in 
the gambling habit under the guise 
of charity.” He emphasized that 
“legalized gambling has no place in 
the state constitution.” 


ANTI-FASCIST ‘SECRET’ 
AS MARATHON’S FIRST 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 

First production by Marathon Pic- 
tures, headed by Harry Brandt. will 
be “Open Secret,” a tale of fascism 
in America, based on “Death Watch. 
authored by Max Wilk and Ted 
Murkland. 

Filming starts in two weeks with 
Frank Satenstein producing and 





week that “it’s difficult to say wheth- | Peter Meyer directing. 
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- Major Companies Deny ‘Shortage’ 
Of Prints Nips Indie Exhibitors 


Charges of independent exhibitors, 
that when notified films were avail- 
able they failed to get them due to a ail 
“print shortage,” werg denied this Hollywood, Aug. 5. 
week by the major distributors} Howard R. Philbrick, general man- 
Practically all of the majors agreed | 28° of Central Casting .Corp., an- 
that the number of prints per film nounced a. streamlining program de- 
currently in use substantially com- signed to promote economy and ef- 


: : eee ficiency in the arrangement of job 
t re-war print figures al- 30 
pares 'w! h gt + Bla was a placements for film extras. 





Ceatral’s. Streamlining 


though its Principal change i reati 
eduction during the war rincipal change is the creation of 
aece - g |a centralized system of all files deal- 


Protests of complaining exhibs |!28 With 4,000 grownup extras and 
were recently outlined in a bulletin 1,200 moppets. Separate department 
of Allied Rocky Mountain Indepen- for the casting of children has been 
dent Theatres. Organization pointed dropped. Mrs. Bernice Saunders, 
out that “fewer prints and late avail- who has handled that work for 21 
abilities are one and the same thing. | ¥¢@"S, is checking out of Central. 
The ‘no print’ problem and resulting Under the new alignment it will 
late availability for small towns is | be possible to handle a peak load of 
just a result of not enough organized | !?,000 phone calls daily between the 
complaining.” It adds that in the hours of 4 and 7 p.m. These are the 
film companies’ “retrenchment” they hours during which extras inquire 
“cut down on the number of prints | 2>°Ut jobs for next day. 














for each exchange.” 
Warners currently has 330 prints 
available on its bigger films, com- SEC REPORTS GRIFFIS 
pared to 285 during the war. Be- 
fore the war number of prints ,were SALE OF PAR COMMON 
about the same as the figure now in 
use. Metro’s tallies are 336 on the Philadelphia, Aug. 5. 
bigger films, 292 during the war, There was only moderate activity 
while pre-war period was about the | in g1m industry securities the past 
same as now. According to 20th-Fox | ee 
general sales manager Andy Smith, | month, according to latest report of 
his company’s prints run “between | Securities and Exchange Commission 
300 and 330, was under that during made public yesterday (4). 
the war and before the war was ml Biggest deal reported was the sale 
little higher than it is now.” |of 3,000 shares of Paramount com- 
Columbia has about 325 prints 0n| mon by the Stanton Griffis trust, 
such pictures as “The Jolson Story | making its holdings in Paramount 
and other company top films. For | stock stand at 20,800. Griffis also re- 
its B’s it runs around 160 prints for} ported selling 220 shares from his 
each pic. During the war there was | personal account, bringing his total 
only a slight reduction, company! tg an even 9,000. Maurice Newton, 
spokesman said. While failing to re- | New York, disposed of 115 shares of 
veal exact figures on its prints, James | paramount to make his total 18,505. 
McKeon, manager of Universal’s | Newton also reported his trust hold- 
print dept., disclosed that some time ing 18,380 shares of Par common. 
ago his company had cut down on its| Herbert J. Yates acquired an addi- 
prints. However, he added, this} tional 1,400 shares of Republic 50c 
doesn’t mean that fewer prints are | par common, boosting his total to 
available since distribution is now | 50,800. He also reported holding 900 
centralized at the homeoffice, result-| shares of $1 cumulative preferred 
ing in greater spread of prints. Fad $25,000 worth of 4% cumulative 


David Heend, manager of RKO’s| income debentures. 


ae ee era re reget Onsrud, Inc., a holding company, 
- se le — ee “4 Bri - ~ | reported having 86,950 shares of 
justified. He declared that ‘the com- | Republic 50c par common, while the 


pany has about 330 prints in use for | antonsen Realty Corp. reported 14,- 
the bigger films and noted that RKO | 5" 50¢ common, and 12.200 $1 cu- 
considered that a practical amount | 
to meet the demand. Of course, he | a alge r 
added, an exhib can’t expect to find | Only activity in Loew’s, Inc., com- 
a print if he waits until the last | mon was sale of 100 shares by Eu- 
minute. He said in order to keep | Bene W. Leake, New York. 
everyone happy it would call for| William H. Clark, New York, a 
1,000 prints on every film, which the fas dpe holding 730 warrants for RKO 
company could not afford to do. common, plus 76 shares of $1 par 
common. 

| Harry Cohn reported holding 139,- 
127 Columbia Pictures common. He 
also bought 100 shares of $4.25 Co- 
lumbia preferred. Lester W. Roth, 
Hollywood, reported the acquisition 
full house for two weeks with its | 0f 5.125 shares of Columbia common 
whole talent roster. This time the | 25_0f last May. ; 
MPA concurred in Par’s impressions | _, Harry Brandt continued buying up 
that “radio rights” clauses precluded | Trans-Lux common with the addi- 
interference, particularly since an tion of 1,600 shares to make his total 
ad agency engineered the guesting | 80,515. Broadyork, Inc, a Brandt 
that resulted in a wholesale round | holding company, reported having 
of plugs: for the star’s latest Par 1,000 shares; Harday Operating Co., 
entry, “Favorite: Brunette,” setting another holding company, 1,400, and 
the precedent that has become trade- Brandt’s wife, 14,700 shares. 


labeled as “The Great Out.” We 
45 Bldgs. Razed By 





mulative preferred. 








Radio Guestars 
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didn’t do it but we love it, says Par. 
Probe Postponed 

Decision creates the general as- 

sumption that top stars working in 

*both pictures and radio absolve 


their studi sibilities  & 
in Samied wena Gee ot the Fire of undetermined origin swept 


Same time i : the RKO ranch at Encino last Mon- 
Within jolie’ dapstinncte of pts day night, destroying 45 buildings. 
regarding ‘the now badly battered Damage is estimated at least $150,000. 
agreement. - And now. with the | No companies were on the lot at the 
MPA failing tp hold the promised| time. A caretaker discovered the 
meeting on Par's initial infraction blaze. Five fire companies from sur- 
with the Johnson vehicle and put- rounding communities spent two- 
ting it off until some future date— and-a-half hours getting the blaze 
while the two-week holiday ended |Under control. 

for Par Aug. 1—those concerned are| Cluster of sets known as the 
even more confused and several| French Street” were completely 
Parties to it are considering open|Wiped out. They were mostly old 
campaigning for abandoninent of it | buildings, recently remodeled for 
as impracticable. Feeling is that | Miracle of the Bells.” Also wiped 
Studio radio liaison jobs are ren-|0Ut were sets recently constructed 
dered pointless if actions are|for “Your Red Wagon. . 
thwarted by self-imposed _restric- | #1t’s expected the blaze will delay 
tions. A production of both pix. 


In exonerating Par, Marty Lewis 
and Miss Lamour on Lewis’ explana- U-I to Coast 
Hollywood, Aug. 5. 


tion of the most recent occurrence, 
the Johnston office sets free such pic ‘ 
stars as Bing Crosby, Bob Hope,| Nate Blumberg, Universal-Inter- 
Frank Sinatra, Alice Faye, Red Skel-| national prexy; sales chief William 
ton, et al., to work likewise, since | Scully and ad-publicity chief Mau- 
all work in radio, too. lrice Bergman are slated to arrive 
Arch Reeve, MPA’s Hollywood here Friday (8) for a two-week stay. 
Tep, has called a meeting for Thurs- | While here the U-I toppers will 
day (7), at MPA offices, of the Radio| line up distribution plans, gander 
Producers’ Committee to discuss,new product and huddle on ad- 
lolations” of the free air guesting. | vertising budgets. 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 











1506 Fire at RKO Lot 


Rank Travelers 


Continued from page 7 


cities for openings there. He might 
also take a quick trip to the Coast 
for a looksee at U. S. production 
methods but has no intentions of 


making a picture there. He's slated 
to return to England at the end of 
the month. 


Third to arrive is Earl St. John, 
Rank’s chief production counsel. An 
American who's worked in England 
for the last 22 years, St. John will 
spend a week in N. Y. before flying 
to the Coast, where he’ll study pro- 
duction at the Universal studios 
under U production chief William 
Goetz. After a month there, Goetz 
will join him on a return trip to 





|O0f British production. They sail 
from N. Y. Sept. 18. Jock Lawrence, 
ad-oublicity veepee for the Rank 
Organization, also goes to England 
with St. John and Goetz to once- 
over forthcoming Rank product and 
huddle with Rank and his British 
executive staff. 


Sydney Box, head of Rank’s Gains- 
borough Studios, is due in Aug. 14. 
Box, who won an Academy award 
for top scripting for his “Seventh 
Veil,” will huddle with James 
Mason regarding a possible produc- 
tion starring Mason to be filmed in 
England. He'll also gab with Rank 
prexy Robert S. Benjamin and 
Lawrence in N. Y. 





England to make a reciprocal study | 






Continued from page 7 


now is to create an organization 
parallel to that of the majors, with 
branch, district and division execs. 
There is expected to be a breakdown 
into eight to 10 districts and three 
to five divisions. Temporarily, at 
least, it is anticipated that Harold 
Dunn, acting PRC salesmanager, will 
| become assistant to Schwalberg. 

New organizational setup will be 
| large enough to take in all the PRC 





| sales help. In the realignment, how- | 


|}ever, there will be some upgrading 
| and some downgrading of both PRC 
E-L personnel. 

| Efforts are continuing by Krim to 
obtain top indie product for E-L re- 
lease. Talks have been held with 
Walter Wanger and Edward Small. 
Negotiations are at more or less a 
standstill in both cases, but have not 
| been broken off. Robert Benjamin, 
| prez of the J. Arthur Rank Organi- 
| zation in this country, is heading 
|from New York for the Coast to- 
| morrow (Thursday) to confer on the 
| Wanger deal with Krim. JARO has 
la cross-distribution tieup with E-L. 





Walsh Intervention Possible 
To Avert Local 306 Walkout 


r Prospects for averting the threate 


ened strike on Sept. 1 by projection- 
ists’ Local 306, N. Y., against Broade 
way firstruns and the Skouras, Loew 
and RKO cricuits, became good this 
week with the anticipated intervene 
tion into the labor dispute of Riche 
ard F. Walsh, prez of the Interna- 
tional Alliance of Theatrical Stage 
Employees. 

Walsh declared that he would ase 
sign an international rep to the sit- 
uation if local 306 referred its strike 
vote, taken last week, to his office. 
Under the IA’s constitution, which 
governs Local 306, affiliated locals 
must submit all strike action pro- 
posals to the international office. 

Vote for strike action, which 
would involve 1,200 projectionists, 
was taken last week following a 
three-month deadlock in contract ne- 
gotiations between the union and 
circuit representatives. 

Local 306 is asking for a 34°% wage 
increase in addition to a 5% welfare 
fund. 

In a similar situation recently, 
Walsh's intervention in the dispute 
between laboratory technicians Lo- 
cal 702 and 18 major New York labs 
averted a ‘walkout. 
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Western Electric record 


uneven film motion (flutter) 
the Western Electric filter 


more than 0.07%. 





Y= can forget flutter when you use a 
its new mechanical filter. The Academy of 


Motion Picture Arts and Sciences limits 


to no more than 0.05% in any particular 
frequency band, and total flutter down to no 


You can forget the filter, too—for it’s a 
simple trouble-free mechanism that requires 


ing system with 


to 0.15%... but 
holds it down 





or the best in motion picture sound... 





The Western Electric Mechanical Filter 
cuts flutter to less than half the accepted standard 


no adjustment. A precision fitted piston 
operates in a leakproof cylinder containing a 
damping fluid which was especially selected 
for its constant viscosity. 


This mechanical filter is but one of many 
reasons why the new line of Western Electric 
recording equipment gives the best in motion 
picture sound. The line is made up of all 


new units—mixers, limiting amplifiers, noise 


reduction units, regulated power supplies 
and fully automatic recorder controls. 


Electrical Research Products Division 


OF 


Western Electric Company 


233 BROADWAY, NEW YORK 7. N 


The Western Electric 300 Series, “Junior” 
member of the new line, for main channel, 
| standby or portable service, records on either 


35 mm or 16 mm film. The change-over is 


quickly made with simple tools, 
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Artigues Named Manager of Allied 


has been actively in show business 
for 45 years, with 26 years devoted 
to RKO circuit. He joined the com- 
pany in 1921 at the Orpheum, 
Duluth, Minn., then going to St. 
Later he became division 


-| Louis, h : 
Of Gulf States; Other Xchange News epee ay a 


in 19 








New Orleans. ¢ 
Appointment of Maurice J. Arti- 
gues as general manager of the 
newly organized Allied Theatre 
Owners of the Gulf States was ap- 
roved at a meeting here last week. 
he need for independent exhibitors 
to unify their efforts in the Gulf 
states territory was stressed by W. 
A. Pruett, Jr., organization’s prexy. 
The group also passed a resolution 
expressing thanks to Andy Smith of 
20th-Fox on newly-established policy 
of assisting small independent ex- 
hibitors. 





Landers Upped by E. M. Loew 
Hartford. 
George E. Landers, manager of E. 
M. Loew's Theatre here, named dis- 
trict manager for E. M. Loew circuit. 
Landers will supervise theatres in 
Connecticut and Western Massachu- 
setts. He replaces Ed Harrison, re- 
signed. 





Va. House Reopened 
Mt. Jackson, Va. 
Nelson theatre, 716-seater here, 
which was a fire casualty last win- 
ter, has been reopened. With Tom 
Baldridge of Metro as m.c., trade 
was well represented at reopening. 





Kaselman Joins PRC in Philly 

Charles Kaselman joined Produ- 
cers palessing Corp. as salesman at 
the Philadelphia branch. 

He’ll work under branch manager 
Harry Berman. 





Switch Fox-Midwest Powwow 

Kansas City. 
Dates for the annual convention of 
managers and execs of Fox-Midwest 
Amus. Corp. have been switched 
from mid-August to Sept. 8-10. Ho- 
tel Muehlebach is scene of meeting, 
which will include about 125 man- 
agers from the five-state area in 
which Fox-Midwest operates. Prime 
purpose of the meet is to kick off the 
nnual fall showmanship drive, and 
eptember date nearer the kickoff 
was favored over the hot-weather 

August date originally planned. 


Sterling Manager in Seattle 
* Seattle. 
Fred Danz, general manager of 
terling Theatres, named Robert 
ee aS manager of Palomar theatre. 
ee is formerly a Sterling neighbor- 
ood manager. 





NT Chiefs Meet in Hwood 
Los Angeles. 
Charles P. Skouras will preside 





over a meeting of National Theatre’s 
divisional 


presidents, slated for 





New York Theatres 


; Dayton Votes 3% Tax 
Thursday and Friday of this week to Dayton, O. 
solve current operating problems. City Commission approved a 3% 
In town for the huddles are Rick | theatre admission tax, effective Oct. 
Ritketson, Fox Inter-Mountain; Har-|1. City expects levy to net over 
old Fitzgerald, Wisconsin; Frank L.| $10,000 per month. ~— 
Newman, Evergreen, and Elmer Rho- 
den, Midwest. 





Tom Bailey Inte Indie District 
Denver. 
Tom Bailey, recently resigned 
Kansas City. RKO branch manager, bought the 
Fox Midwest Amus. Corp. will| Cinema _ Distributing Co. from 
hold its annual convention at/| Harold Cohen plus the Commercial 
Muehlebach Hotel here, Aug. 18-19.| Film Exchange and Astor franchise 
He will service 





Fox-Midwest Meet in K. C. 


About 120 managers, divisional} from Nat Wolfe. 
chiefs and other execs are expected | Denver and Salt Lake City areas. 
to attend. Frank Hale quit as Metro booker 


to become office manager and 





booker for SRO. Claude Newell, 
checking supervisor, gets the Metro 
booking job. 

James Burgess, manager Colonial, 
Lincoln, Neb., moved to Greeley, 
Colo., as manager of the Kiva. Both 
al! Westland houses. 


Sian Dudelson Joins RKO 
Pittsburgh. 

Stanley Dudelson, son of Moe 
Dudelson, United Artists district 
manager for Cincinnati, Cleveland 
and Detroit, joined RKO sales. staff 
here. He’ll cover West Virginia ter- 
ritory serviced until recently by 
Russ Zebra, resigned. 

Al Panza returned to the Miami 
theatre in Springdale as manager. 
He had been an exhibitor in Russel- 
ton. 

Jack Meadows transferred from : 
Buffalo to Pittsburgh exchange as | ays. As a new company, WB, which 
salesman for UA. Replaces Mickey | bought out RKO-Pathe’s newsreel, is 
Hartz, resigned. expected to set up its own staff. The 

W. A. Habegger resigned as local | other firms have for some time been 
rep of National Advertising Co. and | talking of discarding the pool oper- 
plans to return to exhibition. He|ation if Warners succeeds in get- 


en gaa connected with WBiiing better coverage by not being 


Harold Conner named manager of | Party to the pool. 
new Eastwood theatre, Penn Town- Since its operation is a new one, 
ship. : ar however,- Warners faces _ several 
ere i igs dzanaters ists: problems in coverage in other pats 
ton to his former partner, Sam Ross. of the world. RKO-Pathe, for ex- 
ample, was part of another pool ar- 








WB Newsreel 


“aan COntinued from page 7 








Aiello’s joining Dattola  Enter- 2P 
prises, rangement existing among French 
Pathe in Paris and Pathe, Ltd., of 
Norfolk, Va. | London, from which companies it ob- 


Pix theatre here starts a new foreign | tained most of its footage dealing 
film policy on Sept. 15. House, a/with England and western Europe. 
unit in Samuel Cummins Pix Theatre| Purchase deal with RKO-Pathe did 
circuit, will screen the foreign-mades | not stipulate continuance of the pool, 
only three days a week. so WB now must either join the pool 

Astor Snags Harry Careys as a new partner or arrange for in- 

Astor Pictures closed a deal last | dividual staff coverage in that area. 
week with Western Attractions, Inc.,|Since both the French. and British 
for worldwide distribution rights of |companies would otherwise be shut 
some six Harry Carey westerns. off from U. S. footage, it’s expected 


Arthur Frudenfeld to Retire ped WB will be taken into their 


Col. Arthur Frudenfeld, currently Com ae 
Pig pany also has a distinct prob- 
division manager of RKO Theatres . : 
in Cincinnati and Dayton, is retiring Na Me ages gs oe 
rep nlite. ones Be ae ed ¥ served in the capital as liaison man 
Sol A. Schwartz, general manager of |f0F Pathe shorts and for the RKO 
RKO theatres, Colonel Frudenfeld |Studios in Hollywood. Since it 
would be impossible for him to con- 


tinue working for RKO and still act 
for the WB newsreel, Warners will 
be forced to set up a new bureau in 
D. C. Another problem still hang- 
ing fire is disposition of the State 
Dept. newsreel magazine, which 














Errol FLYNN © Barbara STANWYCK 
In Warner Bros. Hit 


“CRY WOLF” 


with 
GERALDINE BROOKS 
Produced by Henry Blanke 
In Person 
FREDDY MARTIN 
His “Singing Saxaphone” and 
His Orchestra 


nd 
THE COCOANUT GROVE REVUE 


BROADWAY WARNERS’ 
AT 47TH STREET x TRA N D 


_ Air-Conditioned 











“| WONDER WHO'S 
KISSING HER NOW" 


with MARK STEVENS - JUNE HAVER 
A 2th Century-Fox Picture in Tec 
PLUS ON STAGE IN PERSON! 


ABBOTT and COSTELLO 
Extra! MAURICE ROCCO 


L__ROXY “Bours. © 








Pathe had released under a State 
Dept. contract to 24 foreign coun- 
tries. If WB decides against con- 
tinuance of the newsreel mag, the 
department will either have to find 
a new producer or discard the 
project. 

Most of the 25 RKO-Pathe em- 
ployees who worked exclusively on 
the newsreel, meanwhile, are ex- 
pected to join Warners, including 
staff cameramen as well as the reel 
toppers. 


SDG Editing 


Continued from page 3 


JOAN CRAWFORD VAN HEFLIN 
In Warner Bros. Hit 


With 
Raymond Massey @ Geraldine Brooks 
Directed by Curtis Bernhardt 
Preduced by Jerry Wald 
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cal that he have some authority in 
the cutting. 

Guild, rather than go so far as to 
demand final say for the director— 
a demand that undoubtedly wouldn’t 
RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL ——— | be granted without a terrific battle— 
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seeks merely to let the others view 
how the picture plays before an au- 
dience when edited according to the 
director’s wishes. Meggers take the 
idealistic outlook that all the pro- 
ducer and front office will have to 
do is see to be convinced. 

Another change to be sought in 
the new agreement will eliminate 
the use of the word “director” in the 
credits in connection with ‘anything 
but the actual director. 
words such terms as “director of 
photography” and “musical director” 
will be changed so as not to fog the 
issue of who held the reins, if the 
SDG gets its way. 

Principal thing the SDG will aim 
at, however, is an elimination of 
“price - cutting” among directors. 


Rockefeller Center 
Cary Myrna Shirley 
GRANT LOY TEMPLE 
‘The BACHELOR and the BOBBY-SOXER’ 
An RKO Radio Picture 


SPECTACULAR STAGE PRESENTATION 
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TONY & SALLY 
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‘PALACE :: 
ROBERT YOUNG * SUSAN HAYWARD 
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Since there is an insufficient num- 
ber of pix made to keep the entire 
SDG membership active, it is 
claimed some directors are trimming 
their fees to get jobs. There are 296 
men on SDG rolls, of whom 260 are 
active. Total output of top 11 distribs 
| this year is expected to be around 
'| 450 pix, so there’s not even enough 
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for two per man a year. 


Film Buy Box Score 


Number of plays and published 


stories bought by the major com. 


panies during the 18 months ending last June 30 is as follows: 


Jan.-June, 
1946 

Col *eeteeeeeteereeeeeee 4 
Metre wescsecreerscee. Il 
POR yc isin $56080% js00000). 92 
BE od a0 Ge ben bsesai “RO 
SRRHPOK Vi ieciesiies - D 
U-I ee ee ee ee ee | 7 
| Beer ry. Poe ae 


June-Dec., Jan.-June, 18 
1946 1947 Mos. Total 

5 3 12 

9 10 30 

8 2 22 

10 4 24 

14 9 32 

11 12 30 

4 6 19 

61 46 169 














Top Scribes 


Continued from page 3 








thing to buy. As one major com- 
pany exec points out: 

“The quantity of plays and books 
available for purchase seems to 
keep climbing every year, yet the 
material we went through in i947 
offered strangely little suitable for 
films. For one thing, the general 
quality of novels and plays was 


well below standard, but, in addi- 
tion to that, writers just didn’t seem 
to have their eyes on that potential 
bag of gold held out by Hollywood. 


“Most of the material published 
in 1947 was written, of course, in 
1945 and ’46. With the impact of the 
war still upon them, authors appar- 
ently had a lot to get off their chests. 
whether there was a bag of gold 
in the writings or not. That’s in 
contrast to earlier years, when most 
writers—whether they’d admit it or 
not—never punched a typewriter key 
without considering the Hollywood 
purchase angle. At the risk of being 
labeled cynical, I’d say we'll be back 
to that soon.” 


Part of the reason for the decline 
in purchases was also certainly the 
studios’ new eye to economy. They 
want modern-day stories that by 
their very concept can be produced 
at profitable cost levels, rather than 
big historical novels “written in 
Technicolor,” requiring extravagant 
sets and costumes. Thus, skipped 
over have been such bestsellers as 
Frank Yerby’s “The Vixens,” Samuel 
Shellabarger’s “Prince of Foxes” 
and Thomas Costain’s “The Money- 
man.” 


Still another reason for declining 
number of purchases is desire of 
studios to eat into their stockpiles. 
They want to use up properties that 
they bought at top prices, rather 
than release pictures made from 
these stories in the possible de- 
flated market of an uncertain future. 


Survey of last 18 months’ pur- 
chases shows Universal-International 
surging to the fore in number of 
buys. With the merger of Universal 
and International late last summer 
and the resultant change of policy 
to top-quality production, U-I has 
proved to be the biggest buyer of 
books and plays this year. As against 
seven such properties of a more or 
less minor nature purchased by U 
and Int between them during the 
first half cf 1946, U-I bought 12 in 
1947. It led Metro, which made 10 
buys this year, and 20th-Fox, which 
made nine. With Darryl F. Zanuck’s 
strong leaning to books and plays, 
20th-Fox led in the 18-month totals, 








In other 





with 32 buys as against 30 each for 
Metro and U-I. 
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Benjamin 
lees «4CONtinued from page F 


sequences, Under arrangements re- 
cently worked out between British 
producers and Joseph I. Breen, PCA 
administrator, scripts from both 


countries are submitted for approval 
to the respective industry censors 
before work begins on the pictures. 


Second job Benjamin will take 
care of is that of general counsel 
for Pathe Industries and Robert R. 
Young, PI prexy. He’s slated to 
huddle with Arthur Krim, prez of 
Eagle-Lion (a PI subsidiary), and 
Walter Wanger regarding the dis- 
tribution deal currently being 
worked out by them. In his third 
capacity, as a member of the Uni- 
versal-International board, he'll sit 
in on a U-I board meeting and also 
huddle with U-I prexy Nate J. 
Blumberg and _ production § execs 
William Goetz and Leo Spitz on 
U-I production and distribution 
matters, 

Benjamin's fourth job is that of 
an active partner in the New York 
law firm of Phillips, Nizer, Ben- 
jamin & Krim, which handles reuch 
film work for the majors. He’s by- 
passing any work connected with 


iv ee 


N. Y. Winter Garden 
Booked for Pix to 48, 
Belying Legit Return 


Report in a New York daily that 
Broadway's Winter Garden would 
return to legit during the coming 
season is apparently premature. Lee 
Shubert is quoted in a Herald Trib 
story as saying that the Garden “will 
definitely be returned to availabil- 
ity for legitimate stage attractions” 
though, actually, no definite date was 
given. John J. O’Connor, vicepresi- 
dent of Universal - International, 
stated this week that his firm has a 
lease 6n the Garden until October, 
1948, and that several feature pic- 
tures are scheduled into the house 
during the fall and winter. 

U-I rented Broadway’s former 
number one legit musical house at 
the suggestion of J. Arthur Rank, 
U-I partner, at a reputed rental of 
$1,000 per day but whether that fig- 
ure has been moderated is not in- 
dicated. 

There was talk of a “Ziegfeld Fol- 
lies” going into the Garden during 
the coming season but if the revue 
eventuates it will be spotted else- 
where, since the Shuberts will have 
several theatres available for major 
musicals. The Fulton, another le- 
giter, which was wired for film some 
weeks ago, will open’ next Wednes- 
day (13) with “Black Narcissus,” 
British film starring Deborah Kerr. 





Broidy te England 
With Monogram.geared to handle 
four British-made films on its ’47-48 
release program, prexy Steve Broidy 
sailed fow England Friday (1) to ar- 
range product deals with British 
producers, | 


FOR SALE | 


MAGNIFICENT 
COUNTRY ESTATE 
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35 mi. to Times Square ........ 
15 cleared acres with lake .. .. 


surrounded by state roads ...... 
completely secluded .......... we 
spectacular landscaping ........ 
many 100 yr old trees ...... owes 


beautiful lawns and shrubs .... 
25 large dogwood trees ........ 
apple, peach, pear, cherry....... 
root ceilar and open shed ...... 
new chicken house ............ 
wonderful barn newly equipped. 
new greenhouse and tennis court 
charming 6 bedroom house ...... 
ae ree 
dining room overlooking lake 

secluded guest room Ist floor.... 
nursery—could be apartment .. 
2 rooms and bath for help ...... 
large kitchen and pantry ...... + 
electric range and refrigerator... 
40 cubic ft freezer ...........-0. 
copper water pipes and spouts.. 
new oil heating—fully insulated. 
electric cabie underground ...... 
4 room guest house with bath... 
all in excellent condition ...... “ 
available in one month.......... 
set prict $80,000 ..........00.-06 





communicate with agent 





























W H OLIVER Ossining 656 
Ossining New York 
Productions 


Now Located at 8776 Sunset Bivd. 
Hollywood 46, Calif. 


CRestview 67055 


In Preparation for Fall Production 


“FOLLOW THE GIRLS” 


For Motion Pictures 


DELMARS REVELS 
Intimate Revue 





that on this trip. 
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NBC GETS A REVAMPED FORMAT 








The Comedy Test 


This coming season will be especially important as regards the 
networks’ campaign to regain ground lost years ago in the field 
of program-building. The networks for the time being enjoy 
advantages previously lacking, for during the war years they 
were able to strengthen their staffs and increase their know-how 


and prestige. At the same time 


the advertising agencies, more 


yulnerable to the draft, were weakened. 


That the makings of a struggle 


for control over programs exists 


between the networks and the agencies has long been apparent, 


although it would be exaggerat 


ing to speak of a “feud.” But 


future showmanship prestige is definitely at stake. That’s behind 
CBS recently taking on an agency-trained radio showman, Hub- 


bell Robinson, 


r., as yeepee in charge of competitive programs. 


It’s behind the new emphasis on sales all along the line now 
that the easy pickings of the war years are clearly ended. 


General view of the trade dopesters on both coasts is that the 
networks will be tested as program-builders and will largely 


succeed or fail by what they ca 
of all—the comedy shows. That 
networks can make the grade in 


n achieve in the toughest area’ 
will not be easy, but unless the 
stand-up yak-yak comedy, real 


progress will not have been made. 


As the dopesters figure the matter, it’s the comedy shows that 
get the big circulation. Several dozen freelance package houses 
can build dramatics, audience quizzes and so on just as well as 
the webs. The real challenge remains comedy know-how. 








SSC&B Agcy. Mulls Top-Budgeted 


Show Reprising Week's Click Stanza 





A new series, starring top names ¢ 
in repeat broadcasts of their click 
stanzas, is being set up by Don 
Stauffer, of the Sullivan, Stauffer, 
Colwell & Bayles agency. The deal 
is understood to be still in the pre- 
liminary stage, with Stauffer cur- 
rently on the Coast attempting to 
pull some of the elusive strings to- 
gether. Others of the SSC&B 
partners are reluctant to discuss the 
hush-hush scheme, and it’s not known 
which of the firm’s clients is inter- 
ested in such a high-budget series. 

Idea of the series, if it can be 
worked out, would be for the 
SSC&B client to bankroll selected 
rebroadcasts of, say, the Bob Hope, 
Fibber & Molly, Jack Benny shows, 
etc., just as originally presented, ex- 
cept that the temporary sponsor’s 
commercials would be _ substituted 
for the regular ones. The idea, ap- 

rently, would be that the regu- 

r sponsor would get a credit line 
On the rebroadcast and would addi- 
tionally benefit by having the show 
Teceive the extra prestige, exposure 
- and exploitation. 

Just how the financial aspect of 
the show would be set up isn’t 
known. Possibly talent involved 
might accept slightly reduced coin, 
Since the rebroadcast would pre- 
sumably require little or no added 

(Continued on page 28) 


Fidler In Twin 
Network Act 


It'll be Jimmy Fidler in front and 
in back of Walter Winchell in the 
fall and in one of those rare in- 
stances in radio when a personality 
will be slotted commercially on two 
different networks with different 
Programs the same night. In addi- 
tion to his regular ABC network 15- 
minute Hollywood commentary 
sponsored by Carter Products, Fidler 
will also go on Mutual for the same 
Client. 

Carter has purchased the 8:30- 
8:45 Sunday evening time on Mutual, 
starting Sept. 7. Mutual program 
will plug Arrid and will have a 200- 
Station hookup. He'll go on ABC, 
with a different commentary stint, 
at 10:30, switching over from his 
Previous 9:30 period. 

: “mary will back up the Fidler 
i W with a femme chatter stanza 
n the following (8:45) time slot. 

Sullivan, Stauffler, Colwell & 

ayles is the agency. « 


hd >] ee 
Farle McGill’s Audition 
— director Earle McGill audi- 
Cerem recently for the master of 
ple” noe berth on “We, the Peo- 
st he Young & Rubicam novelty 
r view frolic. He was reported 
nitely in the running. 








Who’s Kiddin’? 
Hollywood, Aug. 5. 

Jim Hawthorne, ex - disk- 
jockey of KXEA, Pasadena, may 
not know it, but he recently 
summed up in a few words the 
general operation of independent 
stations in this area. 

In his closing announcement, 
Hawthorne _ said: “This is 
KXLA, the 10,000-watt juke-box. 


Dyke to Sink Teeth 
Into Public Service 
As NBC's Only Gap 


NBC top shelf realignment, keyed 
to web’s long-range planning and an 
awareness that “while-we're-on- 
top-today-it-may-be-d i ff er en t-to- 
morrow,” actually comes at a time 
when the network was never in a 
more enviable position, from a 
standpoint of talent and billings. The 
web has corralled practically all of 
radio’s top talent. When the fall 
season bows, the SRO sign will be 
very much in evidence and, as now 
appears practically assured, the 
Monday night 10:30 time is bought 
by General Electric for a Fred War- 
ing show, every half-hour segment 
of network time will be sold out. 

Up to a couple of years ago, it was 
pretty much of a nip-and-tuck battle 
for billing supremacy between NBC 
and CBS, but the tormer network 
now has a commanding lead. As for 
a talent roster, it’s strictly NBC all 
the way. 

However, with Ken Dyke moving 
in to administer programming, 
there’s one phase of activity that'll 
be given new emphasis, and that is 
public service programming. It’s 
recognized that, in terms of coming 
up with new ideas, etc., CBS. is far 
out in front, particularly on docu- 
mentaries. 


ABC Reshuffles Sun. 
Sked to Aid U.S. Steel 


ABC is reshuffling its Sunday 
night schedule, designed primarily 
to give the U. S. Steel-sponsored 
“Theatre Guild of the Air’ prime 








time showcasing. Instead of its pre- | 


vious 10 to 11 p.m. airing, 60-minute 
dramatic show will be moved up a 
half-hour from 9:30 to 10:30. U. S. 
had long been trying to maneuver 
a time switch. 

That means Jimmy Fidler, pre- 





: i all about 100 personalities have 
a8 recorded in the present search. 






viously heard at 9:30, goes into the 
post-“Guild” time at 10:30. 


MENSER OUT IN 
AEALIGNMENT 


By GEORGE ROSEN 

NBC's executive realignment, an- 
nounced following the board of di- 
rectors’ meeting last Friday (1), 
represents one of the major reshuf- 
flings within the industry in the 
postwar era. The setting up of three 
administrative vice-presidencies for 
Harry C. Kopf. Ken R. Dyke and 
John H. MacDonatd; the bowout, 
particularly, of programming veepee 
Clarence L. Menser; the exiting of 
Judge A. L. Ashby as veepee and 
| general counsel, and the upping of 
| George H. Frey and James M. 
| Gaines, hit the trade with a stunning 
suddenness that left in its wake a 
| Aurry of speculation, although the 
| realignment had been in the works 
| for some time. 

Principal topic of discussion, of 
course, was the retirement of Menser 
'as the web’s programming boss, 
which immediately invited conjec- 
ture as to the reasons for his de- 
parture from the network. 

Associated with NBC for 18 years, 
the past five years in the program- 
ming-spot (only two others had held 
it before him, John Royal and Sid 
Strotz), Menser in recent years was 
the network’s stormy petrel. As 
NBC’s continuity acceptance chief, 
his censorship of scripts, particularly 
among the web’s flock of top- 











Immediate reaction to NBC 
brass reshuffle in top trade 
circles was speculation as to 
whether the shifts weren't act- 
ually the prelude to prexy Niles 
Trammell moving into the presi- 
dency of the parent company, 
RCA. Post has been vacant 
ever since David Sarnoff stepped 
into the RCA _ board chair- 
manship, and for some time 
there have been recurrent re- 
ports that Trammell was headed 
for the prexy spot. 

However, .a spokesman for 
NBC says “positively not,” that 
basically Trammell is a broad- 
caster and will stay one. Moves, 
however, will enable Trammell 
and Frank Mullen, exec veepee, 
to mastermind policy operation 
and concentrate more on tele 








developments. 
— —————_—_——— 
bracketed comedians, was snow- 


balled into national prominence only 
a few months back—the climax of 
a succession of incidents with Fred 
Allen, whose constant jibes at NBC 
veepees were specifically directed 
i/toward Menser. 

| Invariably Menser was backed up 
by prexy Niles Trammell but it’s 
| known, too, that on occasion the 
Menser bluepencilling treatment got 
under the executive skin. When, for 
example, NBC, which took a ter- 
|rific press beating in the recent 
' Allen fiasco, decided on a “laugh it 
| (Continued on page 30) 











CBS RESHUFFLE HITS 
WILLIAMS, FREDERICKS 


Herschell Williams, it’s reported, 
lis definitely exiting the CBS fold in 
the network’s revamp of its pro- 
gramming sales operation, as de- 
‘tailed in last week’s VARIETY. 
| Reshuffling is also said to involve | 
'a “change in assignment” for David 
| Fredericks, of the sales promotion- 
| advertising dept. 

The network, in a move to bolster 
its agency - client - programming 
liaison activity, is still on the hunt 
for a top programming man with 
sales know how, particularly one 
‘with agency background. 


= ‘ 
Straus’ Europe Spiel 
Nathan Straus, WMCA, N. Y.,| 
prexy-owner, makes his debut on the | 
| station as a public affairs commen- | 








; tator Aug. 11. 

| Straus will broadcast daily for one 
_week on his recent two-months trip 
through Europe which he wound up | 
| July 30. He will discuss the general 
| European scene with individual pro- 
| erams devoted to England, France, 
'Germany and the displaced persons 


~ ‘Trammell Likes Radio | 


Originals, Return 


Timber! 


Retirement of Clarence Men- 
ser as program veepee at NBC, 
in the web’s new realignment of 
execs, climaxes one of the most 
turbulent three-month periods 
of drastic overhaulings among 
the agencies and network in re- 
cent years. 

It was a period that saw the 
reshuffling of CBS _ program 
_execs, with Ed Murrow resign- 
ing his vice-presidency to return 
to the air; of Davidson Taylor, 
moving over into Murrow’s spot 
and-Hubbell Robinson, Jr., mov- 
ing out as radio head of Foote, 
Cone & Belding and within the 
same three-month span taking 
over Taylor's CBS spot as a 
veepee. 

Same period saw Tom Lewis 
exit Young & Rubicam, with a 
flock of other Y & R production- 
talent execs getting axed; and 
Joe Bigelow resigning as a J, 
Walter Thompson radio v. p. 


JWT ‘Love’ Fee 


Surprise To 


Agnes Ridgway 


+ 








Agnes Ridgway, whose $5,000- 
weekly budgeted “Those We Love” 
Sunday afternoon network show 


commanded a strong loyal following 
and which gave her a weekly in- 
come $1,000 as scripter until the 
show went off a couple of years 


K & Eto Pay $2,000 for Ford Theatre’ 


Rights to Scripters 


“Ford Theatre.” the 60-minute 
dramatic show which bows on NBC 
in the fall, is destined to make 
radio history for a variety of reasons, 

Program, which will put emphasis 


on writing rather than stars, will 
use a minimum of two original 
scripts on each 13-week cycle and 
for each original Kenyon & Eck- 


hardt, agency on the show, will pay 
$2,000. That's believed to be an 
all-time high for freelance scripts 
for a regular weekly comercial. 

For adaptations (films, novels, 
stage), which will be the show's 
mainstay, K & E will pay $1,000. 

In the case of originals, K & E 
will ask freelancers to submit brief 
outlines, and scripters will be assign- 
ed on the basis of these outlines. 
An assignment for a first draft will 
automatically fetch a $1,000 fee, 
regardless of whether the script gets 
final acceptance for airing. 


There are even more historic over- 
tones, however, to the decision of 
Bill Lewis, K & E's radio topper, 
to return performance rights to the 
writer, with K & E thus joining ma- 
jor agencies in falling in with the 
new demands of scripters that they 
retain rights to their properties for 
future sales. 

In the instance of “ Ford Theatre,” 
K & E will have second performance 
rights, with $1,000 (half of the orig- 
inal fee) accruing to the writer. 
Thence forth, he’s privileged to 
dicker for pix, stage, tele or any 
other sales. 

New Ford show will have George 
Zachary as writer-producer, with 
Howard Teichman as script editor 
and George Faulkner as continuity 
chief. 








back, recently severed her connec- 
tions with the William Morris 
agency. Instead she took on John 
E. Gibbs as her agent in a new bid 
for network time and sponsorship. 
The switchover has brought to 
light some revelations concerning 
ownership of the show which, ac- 
cording to Miss Ridgway, came as a 
complete surprise to her. Gibbs, it 
(Continued on page 28) 


‘Sherlock Holmes’ to Go 
Sleuthing on MBS Under 
New Sponsorship & Twist 


With Kreml dropping “Sherlock 
Holmes” on ABC, new deal has just 
been wrapped up whereby “Sher- 
lock” moves over to Mutual under 
Clipper Craft Clothes (Trimount) 
sponsorship. Latter client currently 
sponsors “Warden Lawes” program 
on Mutual, but is dropping it next 
month. “Lawes” is a 15-minute 
Tuesday evening (8-8:15) program, 
with Clipper Clothes expanding its 
budget for 30-minute programming. 

New sponsorship goes into effect 
week after daylight saving ends, but 
it’s not definite yet whether “Sher- 
lock” moves into the Tuesday 8-8:30 
segment. 

Unusual aspect of “Sherlock” deal, 
handled via Weintraub agency, is 
that show was not purchased as a 
straight package, with agency mak- 
ing deal direct with Denis Conan 
Doyle, son of the author, although 
William Morris agency was in on the 
negotiations. 

“Sherlock” is a $6,000 package, 
though direct deal will shave cost. 


‘ARTHUR’ IN DOUBT AS 





ittner s | 

Him in Bigtime 
_ ABC network is unloading WOOD 
in Grand Rapids, which the network 
purchased last year in the Kinge- 
Trendle aeal. Purchaser of WOOD 
is Harry Bittner, the former general 
manager of the Hearst newspapers. 
Purchase price is reported at 


$850,000, which is considered a good 
price for the station. 


Unloading of the station is in ac 
cordance with the agreement made 
at the time of the King-Trendle- 
WXYZ station Ownership reshuf- 
fling, with ABC promising it would 
sell in Grand Rapids under condi- 
tions (involving number of stations 
in a town) which also resulted in 
CBS disposing of WBT, Charlotte, 
a couple of years back. WOOD is a 
5,000-watter and at the time of the 
King-Trendle deal with ABC was an 
NBC affiliate. 

Sale marks the projecting of 
Bittner into radio on a major scale, 
since he’s also consummated a deal 
for the takeover of WFDF in Flint 
for a reported $750,000. In addition 
he owns WFER in Manchester 
(N.H.), and WFBM, CBS outlet in 
Indianapolis. 


CARNATION DROPPING 
CBS’ ‘LONE JOURNEY’ 


Carnation Co. is dropping the 
“Lone Journey” serial, effective 








BORDEN MULLS MUSICAL 


There’s a possibility that Borden’s 
may replace “Arthur's Place” on 
CBS wiih an aii-musical show, but 





there’s no decision as yet. Sponsor 
has an option until the end of the 
month, at which time it'll decide 
one way or the other. 

“Arthur’s Place” is produced by 
Kenyon & Eckhardt agency, which 
acquired the Borden billings from 
Young & Rubicam. Agency, in a 
bid to hypo the show, replaced Ar- 
thur Moore a couple weeks back, 
putting J ivlowood in the lead | 





- 





| camps. 


role. 


Sept. 26, with the question of a re- 
placement undecided. The bankrollier 
is also relinquishing the five-a-week 
2:30-2:45 p. m. spot on CBS, but will 
retain its “Contented Hour” eve- 
ning series on NBC. ~ 

“Journey” will have completed an 
18-month run for the milk firm. It 
was previously sponsored by Procter 
& Gamble for several years. The 
stanza is co-authored by Sandra and 
Peter Michael. Former will sail 
Sept. 22 for a six-week visit to her 
native Denmark, accompanied by 
her mother, Mrs. Catherine Mickel- 
sen. Meanwhile, her sister. Gerda 
Michael, will assist her brother with 


: 
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Hearings Complicate FCC Deadline 
In WOKO Case; Stay Due After Aug. 31 





Washington, Aug. 5. ¢@ 


FCC is going to have a tough time 
meeting its own deadline of Aug. 
31 on which WOKO, Albany is due 
to turn back its license, the way it 
Jooks here. Commission Examiner 
Jack Blume wound up three days of 
hearing last week on competing 
bids of the Joseph Henry Broad- 
casting Co., the Gov. Dongan Broad- 
casting Corp. and the Van Curler 


Broadcasting Co. for the WOKO 
frequency and has skedded a final 
session here this Friday (8). 


Commission could get out a pro- 
posed decision in favor of one of 
these three contenders but, in any 
event, the losers get another 20 
days in which to appeal an un- 


favorable ruling. As a result, 
WOKO may get a short reprieve be- 
yond the Aug. 31 date, it was be- 
licved. Station lost its license be- 
cause of misrepresentations on stock 
ownership. 

Meanwhile, it appeared unlikely 
that FCC would eye favorably the 
bid of the Joseph Henry Broadcast- 
ing Corp., headed by WOKO v.p. 
and director Dueul Richardson, with 
largest stockholdings in hands of 
Raymond Curtis, part-owner of 
WOKO. This company, however, 
has offered WOKO employees ‘500 
shares of stock in the. new station 
and holds an option, through Curtis, 
to take over WOKO’s present studio 
and transmitter facilities. 


These were the developments: : 


1. Dueul Richardson, who mas- 
terminded formation of the Joseph 
Henry Co. after “general” talks with 
WOKO manager Harold Smith, said 
he came to the station as Smith’s 
secretary in 1931. In 1941, he be- 
came a WOKO vice-president and 
director. 

Richardson said he had “misgiv- 
ings” that WOKO dividend checks 
in the name of R. K. Phelps actually 
belonged to one Sam Pickard as far 
back as 1934. When Blume asked 
him if had done anything about his 
suspicions, he replied, “Nothing, 
that was not my business.” 


Richardson assured Blume that 
Smith would not get any stock or 
hold any job with the Joseph 
Henry Corp. Raymond Curtis will 
be principal stockholder. Curtis, he 
said, was very inactive in the 
operation of WOKO and would 
probably be equally so with Joseph 
Henry. Curtis has agreed to turn 
over WOKO facilities to Joseph 
Henry in return for 400 shares of 
stock. 


Financing Troubles 


Blume was concerned over the 
financing of Joseph Henry. Com- 
pany will have a $138,000 balance 
in September to finance a power 
hike to 5 kw at an estimated cost 
of $85,000. Richardson said he ex- 
pected to take in another $30,000 
in first six months on the air. He 
would have a second note of $467,- 
500 to meet in March, which would 
apparently leave station strapped 
for dough. “We would not take 
money from Smith,” Richardson 
said. “We will go to a bank first.” 


2. J. T. Healey, president of the 
Gov. Dongan Co., said 90 shares in 
his company were being held out 
for WOKO employees, as well as 
assurances of employment. Healey, 
a director of WSNY, Schenectady, 
said he would relinquish his WSNY 
stock and devote full time to run- 
ning the Albany station. 


Healey was roundly quizzed by 
counsel for Joseph Henry on Blue 
Book charges to the effect that 
WSNY had not lived up to prom- 
ises made FCC when it got its 
license. Healey said he was instru- 
mental in organizing the station, and 
had recommended improvements fol- 
lowing the Blue Book reprimand. 


Winter T. Brown, a Gov. Dongan 
director, said he dropped out of the 
Van Curler bid when it appeared 
three companies were “going to 
merge their inieresis last year. He 
praised Si Fabian, Van Curler prin- 
cipal, with whom he worked dur- 
ing the war. 


3. All bidders put in revamped 
program proposals to show non-net- 
work operation. ABC has shifted its 


WORL’s Second Chance 


Washington, Aug. 5. 

WORL, Boston, sentenced to 
go off the air Aug. 31 because 
of misrepresentations made on 
its stock ownership, will get a 
second chance to plead for len- 
iency at a special FCC oral argu- 
ment here Sept. 25. 

It is expected FCC will slip 
the station another 60-day ex- 
tension of its license beyond 
Aug. 31 to provide for the argu- 
ment. 

Station asked for a rehearing 
on a ground that the quorum of 
FCC’ers which finally ordered 
it off the air was composed of 
different Commissioners than 
those which had entered the pro- 
posed decision against the sta- 
tion, WORL’s point was that 
the present FCC bench had 
never heard its arguments but 
was merely acting on recom- 
mendations made by Commis- 
sioners and lawyers who are no 
longer with the Commission. 

New FCC member Robert F. 
Jones, ex-GOP Representative 
from Ohio, will sit in on the 
Sept. 25 session. 


Col. Stoopnagle « 
Hooper Surprise 


Talk around the trade the past 
week was the way the new batch 
of summertime Hoopers shape up. 
Most of the boys were rubbing their 
eyes and doing a fast double-take 
at the show in the leadoff position 
among the Top 15 — Lemuel Q. 
Stoopnagle (F. Chase Taylor), sub- 
bing for Bob Hawk on the Monday 
night 10:30 Camel show on CBS. 
Doing a comeback after a long 
absence from network programming, 
Stoopnagle, with a 10.2 rating, out- 
ranked all of the year-round kilo- 
cycle faves, including “Mr. District 
Attorney,” “Hit Parade,” “Take It 
Or Leave It,” “Crime Doctor,” ete. 

Some say it ties in with the cur- 
rent yen for nostalgia. Others just 
chalk it up as part of the whole 
peculiar pattern of summer radio— 
“and one man’s guess is as good as 
the next.” 

Here’s the Top 15 scorecard: 
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CBS PLANS DROPPING 


the Red Barber sports 


basis. 


Spotting of Barber. who 


ance, despite favorable 
show has received. 


Pharmaco’s $1,200,000 





next Mon. (11). Show will start as 
sustainer in the Monday 8:30 p. m. 
slot, going commercial Sept. 29. 


Pharmaco three-show deal will 





BARBER SPORTS SHOW | 


With Alka-Seltzer moving “Lum 
‘n’ Abner” into the 5:45 p.m. CBS 
slot cross-the-board starting Sept. 
29, the network is planning to drop 


program, ! os 
abi fee heim oined tet co-op | Prosper Merimee original story 


is. the ore 
web's sports director, into the co-op | Further obviating any resemblance 


sports picture marked something of 
an innovation in CBS programming, 
but report is that the web wasn’t 
too happy over the station accept- 
comment 


3-Way Program Parlay 


“The Adventures of Charlie Chan” 


will be the third show in the new 
Pharmaco setup on Mutual, when 
the whodunit returns to the air 


former WOKO affiliation to new 10! involve $1,200,000 in annual billings, 
kw outlet WRWR, effective Dec. 1, | for company’s highest radio budget 
1947. They estimated only a loss /in its history. Other two shows are 
of $1,000 a month by reason of in- | “Song of the Stranger,” Mondays, 
dependent operation. About 44% of | Wednesdays, Fridays at 3:30, and 
WOKO’s income last year came/|the Jim Backus Show, Sundays at 





from the network, however. 


panbhe DS weer eS 
FIR LE aa ae et, wep % - 


9:30. Shows will plug company’s 


“a 


KLZ News Writer, Reporter 


JAMES BENNETT 


Typical of KLZ’s full-time news 
staff, Bennett got basic training in 
newspaper work, switched to radio; 
worked in NBC’s Hollywood news 
department before joining KLZ. 


KLZ, DENVER. 


Eversharp Yanks 
‘Lights Out Switch 


Eversharp yanked the switch on 
“Lights Out” after last Wednesday’s 
(30) broadcast, dousing the series 
after only three of a scheduled eight- 
week summer run. The sponsor is 
committed to the show’s owner, Wyl- 
lis Cooper, for the contractual pe- 
riod, but is understood to have 
worked out a compromise payoff 
covering the cost of the scripts. Deal 
is also being worked out with the 
ABC network, which will fill the 
unexpired weeks with a sustainer, 
for the time charges. This is believed 
to be part of negotiations between 
Mark Woods, ABC prez, and Martin 
Strauss, boss of the pen and razor 
firm, involving a reshuffle of the 
net’s whole Wednesday night sched- 
ule for the’ coming fall-winter. 

“Lights Out,” horror series with a 
long and spotty history on both ABC 
and NBC, stumbled as a summer re- 
placement from its first broadcast 
July 16. Although it was a minimum- 
budget production, using old scripts 
originally written by Cooper when 
the series was launched a decade ago 
as a late-evening sustainer out of 
Chicago, it aroused the ire of Strauss, 
who ordered the Biow agency to 
yank it-after the third installment. 

The ABC replacement-of-the-re- 
placement will fill the vacant time 
until Henry Morgan returns to the 
air Sept. 10. However, depending on 
Strauss’s huddles ‘with ABC and 
what the network is able to work 
out with Bing Crosby and his spon- 
sor, Philco, the Morgan opus may or 
may not return to the 10:30 slot 
Wednesdays. ABC is known: to be 
juggling the schedule, with the idea 
of moving Crosby forward from his 
10-10:30 niche, with Morgan prob- 
ably slated to move up with the 
Groaner. Under Strauss’s contract 
with ABC, the Eversharp time must 
follow immediately after Crosby, al- 
though the sponsor could conceiv- 
ably put another show into the slot 
and move Morgan to another time. 


100-YEAR OLD STORY 


CBS Studio One presents ‘Carmen’ 
— —DMarkle’s Three-Way Role 

















“Carmen” was the Aug..5 present- 
ation of the CBS full-hour series 
“Studio One”. It was adapted from 





| (not the opera) exactly 100 years to 
the week ai sr _ its. publication. 


to the opera, “Studio One” com- 
missioned Lan Adomian to compose 
an entirely original score. 

Fletcher Markle for the second 
time appeared in the three-way role 
of director-adaptor-actor, doing the 
part of Don Jose. “Studio One” Su- 
pervisor Robert J. Landry explains 
that Markle may step into the cast 
from time to time where the pro- 
ductions are simple and.the role 
suitable. Everett Sloane is under 
contract to ‘Studio One’ but Ann 


Burr, Robert Dryden and Hedley 
Rainnie appear practicaliy every 
week. 





CLIFF GOODMAN’S SWITCH 


Memphis, Aug. 5. 

Cliff Goodman, sales manager for 
/ WMC past five years and on the 
staff for nine years, resigned last 
week to become general manager of 
KWHN, new 5,000-watt station at 
Fort Smith, Ark. 

Earl Moreland, production 
i ager, replaces. 





man- 








From the Production Centres 


(IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Dolores Craeg, who’s had a teenage interview program on WINS for 
past 10 months, off the air Aug. 1....Ex-Variery mugg and freelance 
scripter Saul Carson hospitalized for 10 days with minor surgery.... 
Radio Guild, United Office and Professional Workers, CIO, and Office 
Employees International Union, Local 153, AFL, have withdrawn previ- 
ously filed objections to WOR collective bargaining elections held May 20 
....Freelance scripter Bernard Reines putting finishing touches to a legit 
play he hopes to have ready by fall....Harold Kaye made veepee of Olian 
Advertising Co., St. Louis, and will continue in charge of N. Y. office.... 
Margot Gayle to do radio column for YWCA publication, Woman’s Press 
....CBS again springing its 485 Madison ave. employees at 3 p.m. on 
sweltering days—now an established summer custom... .Jack Ryan, NBC’s 
press chief in Chi. in and out after few days Gotham o.o....Thelma 
Ritter back after month’s vacation on Fire Island....Bob Landry, CBS 
program writing director, leaving Aug. 15 for Mexico City vacation in his 
annual hay fever escape....Alice Smart joining K&E’s “Ford Theatre” 
as easting director, Last had same position on “This Is Your FBI.”....Mark 
Barron, AP radio editor, collapsed on street last week with recurrence 
of maiaria acquired while a foreign correspondent, and hospitalized at 
Bellevue for a few days. 

WOR’s “Mutual Music Show” on Sunday (3) from 1 to 2 p.m. featured 
Martha Wright and Glenn Burris in a duet of “O, Promise Me.” It was 
a coincidental tribute for Steve Schultz, first trumpet in Sylvan Levin’s 
orch that accompanied the vocalists, for Schultz was married at 5 p.m. 
that day....Ray Green, general manager of Kermit-Raymond Co., disk 
firm, is recuping from heart attack of a week ago, but will still be 
bedded for several weeks. Bill McCambridge, formerly manager of Press 
Assn., is pinch-hitting for Green at KR....Evelyne Seibold added to the 





cast of “Life Can Be Beautiful”’....Rosemary Rice into “When a Girl 
Marries”’....Elaine Rost into preem. sequence of Mutual’s “Song of the 
Stranger”’....Scott Buckley, formerly writer-producer at WBYN, Brook- 


lyn, now producer on WNBC, N. Y. staff....NBC tossing lunch for Henry 
Cassidy at Waldorf Friday (8). 


Tristram’ Dunn has joined William Esty agency as an account executive 
on the Vel account of Colgate-Palmolive-Peet. He was formerly general 
ad manager of Northam Warren and Peggy Sage, Inc.....Bill Wylie, man- 
ager of ABC’s program promotion division, left Friday (1) for Canadian- 
Maine border vacation....Fred Robbins, WOV emcee, back from two-week 
Martha’s Vineyard loaf....Joseph A. Lenn appointed director of local 
sales for WHLI, Hempstead, L. I. 


Bill Ramsey, P & G radio head, acquired a painful sunburn last week- 
end at Bridgehampton, L. I. Incidentally, he just became a grandad 
again....Sylvia Dowling, Y & R commercial writer, vacationing at Lake 
George....Gordon Cates, Y & R v.p. on the General Foods account, due 
back this week from Paris with the missus. She’s Jean Crump, commer- 
cial writer for the same agency....Dave Levy returned to the Y & R salt 
mines after a month at Provincetown. ...Lewis Titterton, Compton agency 
radio v.p., vacationing at his Putnam County (N.Y.) hacienda....Mary 
Harris checked in from the Coast last week to join Y & R talent staff in 
the homeoffice, reporting to Lester (Leo the Lip) Gottlieb....Percy Faith 
resumed chores on Carnation Contented Hour Monday (4) after short 
Canadian vacation. Roy Shields subbed while he was away. 


IN HOLLYWOOD... 


Charles Brown, program director of KFI and prexy of Colonial Film 
Productions, 16m outfit, guest speaks at Aug. 12 meeting of the Academy 
of Television Arts and Sciences....Larry Chatterton and Bob Anderson 
additions to Don Lee gabber staff....Mobile telephone service added to 
ABC-KECA’s roving radio car to facilitate news-special events coverage, 
covering a radius of 50 miles....Jack Benny back from three weeks of 
motoring in which he glommed Lake Louise and Banff, Canada, and 
Sun Valley, and may do a strawhat turn as ye editor in “Front Page” at 
Gryphon Players, Laguna Beach—or extend straight resting until resum- 
ing in October....Art Linkletter and wife, Lois, off to six weeks of air- 
viewing Central and South America....Al Kaye, of Benton & Bowles 
shop, back from vacation. Ditto Jack Runyon, of Biow, whose boss, 
Brude Dodge, left here yesterday (Tuesday) for New York....John Dick- 
inson, of national sales staff in Paramount's video subsidiary, talking na- 
tional coordination with Klaus Landesberg of KTLA...... AFRA’s final 
membership meeting before delegates trek to Gotham convention set for 
Aug. 6. Ken Carpenter off to Lake Tahoe with his clan ere he takes up 
cudgel at AFRA convention, staying there until Aug. 10....Dave Crandell, 
production head for L. A. Times’ televisions, back from month ’r more in 
the east scouting wares of others....Gerold Lauck, exec v-p of N. W. 
Ayer and plans chief of Ayer, Bryden Greene, out after a week at Coast 
shop....Stanley Frank, Collier ace, in to do a piece on Jimmy Durante 

.Ad Association of West holds midwinter conference at Hotel del Coro- 
nado, Coronado, Jan. 11 to 13, ’48....Bernie Joslin to Gotham and Chi to 
peddle transcriptions. ...Irna Phillips and Meredith Willson spoke at Hol- 
| lywood Ad Club feedbag Monday, furmer expounding on “What's Right 

With Daytime Shows”....Bill Holmes handling production on Frances 
Scully’s ABC’er, “Star Gazing”....Dick Graham, NBC-RCA attorney, 
closed his private offices and moved into network’s Sunset structure.... 
George Fisher and frau at Tahoe resting....Bob Hall, ABC press chief, 
returned from his outing....Dick Fishell handling special exploitation 
and promotion for Del Mar in between chores. with KFWB, his own flack- 
ery and roading it with the warming-up footballing Rams for which he'll 
do play-by-play for Pabst Beer in season. 

Harry Lubcke, director of Don Lee television, back from sabbatical. ... 
Actress Cathryn Craven now a femme disk jockey on KIEV, Glendale.... 
Phil Cochran, noted war flyer, trying to drum interest in himself as an 
air personality with an adventure strip for early a.m.’s, designed to get 
kids out of bed and off to school, a different take than most afternoon or 
evening juve airuckuses....Actor Bill Frawley building his own combo 
vocal-instrumental group dealing in nostalgic things for possible air and 


disk bids, with NBC encouraging....John Guedel another vacationer 
returned. 


IN CHICAGO ... 


WGN will present James Melton as one of the headliners of 18th An- 
nual Chicagoland Music Festival in Soldiers’ Field Aug. 16. In addition, 
program will include 25 minutes of melodies from “Carousel,” which will 
be sung by members of legit showcast... Ell Henry in Evanston hospital 
for major operation... .Merritt Schoenfeld, local radio exec, entertaining 
Vice Admiral R. M. Emmett, former commander of Great Lakes Training 
School... .Ernie Simon’s wife and daughter off to Washington, D. C., for 
month’s visit with Simon’s family....Lonny Lunde, member of “Quiz 
Kids” and emcee Everett Mitchell of NBC, doubling in dramatic pageant 


at Park Ridge on the Hfe of Abe Lincoln....John Blair & Co. has been 


appointed exclusive radio rep for Aloha Network of Hawaii... .“Shopping 
With the Missus” celebrates its 400th broadcast on Aug. 13....Don Dowd 
of ABC back at work after minor surgery....“Jane Jarvis Presents.” 15- 





minute musical show, debuted on WTMJ in Milwaukee Aug. 4.. James 
H. McBurney principal speaker at dinner marking closing of NBC-North- 
| western Univ. Summer Radio Institute on Aug. 1. 

Donald Cook of “Private Lives” interviewed by June Marlowe on the 
“Melody Lane” show....Judith WaHer going to U of Denver to instruct 
course in public service during week of Aug. 18 to 22....Orrin E. Wolf 
| elected veepee of Zenith Radio....Harry Elders in New York and Canada 
| for three weeks....Jim Schlosser’and Geraldine Sowle are on honeymoon 
after recent marriage. Groom is news writer at WTMJ. 














| _Wednesday, August 


6, 1947 





| HARD-T0-LIVE-WITH COMM’L 














Catholic Students Group to Take 
Poll on Purity of Comedy Material 


Chicago, Aug. 5. ¢ 


Program executives of networks 


and agencies here expressed them- 
selves as somewhat puzzled by an 
announcement last week that the 
National Federation of Catholic Col- 
lege Students was inaugurating in 
the fall a poll to check on the ac- 
ceptability of material broadcast on 
network comedy shows. The pro- 
grammers seemed curious as to the 
basis for the federation’s move at 
this time, particularly in light of the 
fact that the past season or two have 
been marked by the scantiness of 
off-the-reservation treading by net- 
work comedians. 

It was agreed among these pro- 
gramming men that there may have 
been sound justification for such ap- 

rehension during the war when a 
he broadcasting comics, in cater- 
ing to servicemen at their camps, 
were inclined to veer into precincts 
of dubious taste. The repercussions 
that ensued, the programmers 
pointed out, were of such sharpness 
as to have a chastening effect on not 
only the offenders but radio comedi- 
ans as a whole. That they’ve been 
on their good behavior ever since 
was reflected, it was recalled, by the 
unusually low score of complaints 
racked up from individual listen- 
ers or organizations. 


Check ‘Good Taste’ 

The “radio acceptance poll” as set 
up by the press commission of the 
NFCCS at a meeting last week pro- 
vides for checking on the “good 
taste” of nationally broadcast com- 
edy programs among the student 
bodies of 180 colleges, numbering 
around 50,000 undergraduates. The 
continuing poll, extended over the 
customary 39-week season, will be 
directed by a steering committee of 
students and advisory committee of 
five, temporarily headed by James V. 
Malone, Chicago press agent for St. 
Joseph’s of Indiana College. 


When quizzed about the back- 
Sage for the NFCCS’s move, Ma- 

one declined to put the finger on 
any particular cases or personalities 
but explained that the idea for the 
poll grew out of a meeting of a 
meni council in Toledo last May. 

alone said in a discussion on radio 
several students cited * derelictions 
of taste by “certain” comics, and it 
was later agreed within the federa- 
tion that something ought to be done 
about keeping a tab on “violation of 
decency standards” in radio com- 
edy. 

In a letter to network heads and 
the National Assn. of Broadcasters, 
inviting them to designate a dele- 
gate to the poll’s advisory commit- 
tee, the chairman of the student 
steering committee wrote that the 
purpose of the check will be both 
condemnatory and commendatory. 
The poll’s reports will give recogni- 
tion to comedians who maintain 
g00d standards of taste as well as 
_ those who stoop to the undesirable in 
entertainment in an effort to win 
laughs. 


Mutual Finding It Tough 
To Sell Block as Net Jock 
Due to Sponsor Overlaps 


Mutual is having a tough time 
Selling Martin Block as a network 
disk jockey attraction, although the 
Net is solidly committed to an annual 
Outlay of $200,000 to Warners’ 
KFWB, Hollywood for the one hour 
it, picks up of his four-hour daily 
Platter session. Block’s contract with 

utual is the joker that hamstrings 
the net, limiting the type of sponsors 
it may accept. 


Ticket siipuiates that sponsors on 
the net may not be duplicates of 
those Block already has on a local 
basis at KFWB and WNEW, N. Y., 
Where he’s heard on transcription. 
Since total sellout of the quarter- 
our segments represents 32 differ- 
ent sponsors alone, not counting spot 
&nnouncements, this greatly limits 
Saleability on net which must seek 
SPonsors of products that are non- 

~ Competitive with indie operations. 








Biow’s $64 Question 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 





It’s still a three-way 
who into 


tossup as to 


moves quizzmaster of 
“Take It Or Leave It” when Phil 
Baker’s contract runs out Sept. 7. | 
Garry Moore is said to have the 


inside track, with Dick Powell and | 
Kenny Baker next in that preferen- | 
tial order. 

Groucho Marx’s audition won 
many supporters at the Biow agency. 
There’s still a possibility that Baker 
may be retained. Sponsor may an- 
nounce his choice this week. 


CBS Socks E&P 
For One-Sided 


Sun Coverage 


CBS not only .“views” the press. 
It has also shown a_ willingness 
to trade haymakers with the gents 
who decide editorial policy for the 
metropolitan rags. Having ex- 
changed swings with the N. Y. Sun 
several weeks ago, the network last 
week let fly a straight right at news- 
paperdom’s acknowledged  spokes- 
man, Editor & Publisher. It was a 
bullseye. The occasion was E & P’s 
coverage of the CBS-Sun brawl. 


Letter by Edward R. Murrow, di- 
rector of public affairs, dated July 
29 and addressed to Robert U. 
Brown, editor E & R, is mostly 
self-explanatory. However, the ref- 
erence to Col. Hodges’ attack on the 
integrity of Don Hollenbeck had to 
do with the Sun official’s insinuation 
that the CBS staffer, having once 
been associated with the liberal 
newspaper PM, is therefore a Com- 
munist sympathizer. Murrow quoted 
Hollenbeck’s reply that the slur 

(Continued on page 30) 


GE's Waring Deal 
For Night Show 


There'll probably be a decision 
today (Wed.) on the pending deal 
whereby General Electric (Lamp 
Division), via BBD&O agency, will 
bankroll a nighttime Fred Waring 
show. That would be in addition 
to Waring’s Monday-through-Friday 
morning (part sustaining — part 
sponsored) show on NBC and his 
current Tuesday night program for 
Johnson’s Wax as summer replace- 
ment for Fibber McGee & Molly: 


It would mark the first regular 
season nighttime air show for War- 
ing since his Owens-[linois commer- 
cial several years back. Similarly it 
marks GE Lamp Division’s return 
to radio bankrolling since it dropped 
the Phil Spitalny “Hour of Charm” 
last year. 

NBC is pitching up the 10:30 Mon- 
day night segment, the only hailf- 
hour of network time remaining on 
the whole NBC programming roster. 
However, it may involve a possible 
switching of NBC shows or a likeli- 
hood of CBS copping the GE billings, 
but latter would depend on whether 
Waring has an “exclusive” with NBC 
in view of his longtime morning 








association. 

GE Waring show would be bud- 
geted at approximately $13,000 
weekly. (talent only). 





Bob Weenolsen’s New Post 

Robert Weenolsen, until recently 
with Young & Rubicam. has joined 
the Sherman & Marquette agency as 
supervisor of radio in the New York 
office. He succeeds Sam Fuller, who 
recently resigned. 

Before joining Y & R. Weenolsen 
was with the production staff of the 


‘RADIO STILL 
PLEADS GUILTY 


Radio commercials, long the sub- 
ject of disdain among the nation’s 
more squeamish listeners, have once 
more been brought into the lime- 


|light by Metro’s filmization of “The 


| Hucksters.” And, according to a 
survey of typical plugs to be heard } 
in an average week's listening by 


| VaRiETY, the commercials won't be 


able to stand 
lights—at least 
cerning audiences which resent coen- 
stant reminders that they may not 
be dainty or that their wives might 
become widows any day now. 

Commercials have been allowed to 
pursue their merry way practically 
unimpeded since publication of the 
FCC’s Blue Book last year, with 
only sporadic newspaper editorials 
and public speeches leveled against 
them. True, the NAB Code Com- 
mittee has buckled down seriously 
to the task of setting higher stand- 
ards and NBC, on its own, is initi- 
ating steps aimed toward cleaning 
up the air. But as yet they haven't 
translated themselves into realistic 
broadcast presentation. 

Whether the parodies heaped on 
so thickly in “Hucksters” will bring 
about any changes is a moot point. 
Fact remains, though, that the pic- 
ture might conceivably play to some 
50 or 60 million people, indicating it 
can have much more power than 
Frederic Wakeman’s novel. 

Here are some of the hard-to-live- 
with commercials, gleaned at ran- 
dom, from a week of sitting before 
the radio: 

“The Big Story”—Sponsored by 
Pall Mall over the NBC web Wednes- 
day nights at 10. Sound of four low 


up under the bright 
not among the dis- 





Won't Scrub Clean 


Case of “bad breath” develop- 
ing bad blood between ABC net- 
work and Colgate developed last 
week with result that net execs 
disclosed that the soap com- 
pany had decided to drop its 
quarter-hour segment of the 
“Breakfast Club” because the 
net refused to pass Colgate den- 
tal cream copy it deemed ob- 
jectionable. Sponsor has been 
advertising Luster cream with- 
in the show, and running a cow- 
catcher on the dentrifice, but re- 
cently decided to put the main 
plug on the latter product. 


Net’s attitude was that it 
didn’t want to “jeopardize” the 
hour-long daytime stanza  be- 
cause of copy it regarded as be- 
ing in questionable taste. Net 

at the same time felt that it 
would have do difficulty lining 
up another sponsor for the seg- 
ment in short order. In fact, 
Toni Shampoo picks it up as 
soon as Colgate scrams Aug. 29. 

Still another factor is that 
Swift, which bankrolls a_ half- 
hour of the “Breakfast Club,” is 
in competition with Colgate on 
certain products, which made for 
an unhealthy situation. Fourth 
15-minute portion of the show is 
sponsored by Philco. 

cee OESTRONE NERS RE eT 
notes and one higher note struck on 
chimes, as basis for the announcer’s 
disclosure that “of America’s lead- 
ing cigarets, one is outstanding’— 
because Pall Mall’s “distinguished 
length is the outward sign of a basic 
superiority.” Commercial itself is 
acceptable, despite the fact that its 
“distance lends enchantment” theme 
isn’t too logically drawn. Plugs are 
inserted, however, at crucial mo- 
ments in the story, which is itself 
top-drawer, thereby making them 
offensive and a definite drawback to 
the show’s entertainment quality. 
“Murder At Midnight”—Sponsored 
by Ehrets Beer and carried in New 
York by WJZ, Monday nights at; 
10:30. One of the worst cases of the 
failure of the agency and sponsor to 
trim their commercials to fit the 
show. This is a blood-bath program, 
and the  plugs—particularly the | 
jingle sung by four girls—sound | 
silly. Constant stress in the plug on | 
Ehret’s “extra” qualities, moreover, 
is nerve-jangling to the extreme. 





ABC network and was previously a 





legit playwright and producer. 


The middle commercial breaks the 
(Continued on page 30) 








NAB in Busy Beaver Pace Setting Up 


Its Program for Shore Convention 





°,° 
De-Sensitized 

Those questions of sensitiveity 
that led to the exit of Paul 
White as head of the CBS news 
depi. some time‘ago will have 
no place in the scheme of things 
when Edward R. Murrow re- 
sumes broadcasting in Septem- 


ber and relinquishes his admin- 
istrator’s desk. 

Under network policy where- 
by all announcers, commenta- 
tors, newsmen, etc., are under 
contract to°CBS and thus report 
to Ted Church, web news head, 
Murrow will similarly channel 
all his scripts through Church 
and come under the latter’s di- 
rect supervision. Right now it’s 


Church who reports to Murrow 
as veepee —director of public 
affairs. 


It’s recalled that during his 
broadcasting days in Europe 
Murrow reported to White, then 
running the CBS news desk, 
And when Murrow was brought 
in for an administrative role, he 
became White’s boss. Soon after- 
wards White resigned. 


Storm Ends At 
Y-R; Ackerman 
To Stick Around 


Apparently the hurricane is about 
over in the Young & Rubicam radio 
department. With the return from 
Europe of Sigurd Larmon, the 
agency’s prez and board chairman, 
it became known that Harry Acker- 
man, who had been rumored as 
planning to leave, will remain in 
the radio department as v.p. in 
charge of programs and production, 
as well as second in command of the 
New York office. Pat Weaver is due 
to assume charge of the radio de- 
partment Aug. 15, as v.p. and mem- 
ber of the agency’s executive com- 
mittee and plans board. He resigned 
as advertising manager of American 
Tobacco to accept the job, but was 
with Y & R some years ago. 

It's expected that when Weaver 
takes over active charge of the Y&R 
radio setup, he will gradually build 
up the staff to something like its 
former size, though that will natu- 
rally be governed by the agency’s 
success in regaining some of the bill- 
ing lost tn the last year or so. Mean- 
while, a nucleus staff remains, with 
Joe Moran as v.p. and client repre- 
sentative for radio, Lester Gottlieb 
in charge of new programs and tal- 
ent, John Swayze supervisor of com- 
mercial copy, Bob Hussey as Coast 
talent head and Fred Wile, Cy Pitts, 
Dave Levy, Ed Duerr, Mary Harris, 
Tony Zaghi and Bill Forbes in 
various other assignments. 

The recent exodus of execs from 
the Y & R radio department, headed 
by Tom Lewis as v.p. and radio di- 
rector, was one of the most complete 
mop-ups in agency annals. However, 
last week's resignation of Rupert 
Lucas did not exactly fit into that 
category, as he had not been on the 
radio payroll for the last year, but 
was with the firm’s Chicago office. 


SINATRA COMES OF AGE; 
BOBBYSOXERS TO BE OUT 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 
There'll be no whinnying of bobby 














Washington, Aug. 5. 

] Unlike most other offices around 
| town, NAB is disregarding the sum- 
}mer heat and racing against time to 
| ready program for its upcoming an- 
nual convention, due to open Sept. 
}15 in Atlantic City. As a result, 
| uund-robbin of committee meetings 
| and industry huddles is in prospect 
at NAB headquarters. 

For example: 

1. On the code front, NAB's pro- 
gram executive committee parleys 
here this week (7-8) under chair- 
manship of Merles Jones, WCCO, 
Minneapolis. Committee will study 
draft of new industry standards pre- 
pared by - sub-committee chairman 
tobert Swezey, Mutual veepee, and 
NBC vice-prexy Ken Dyke. Code 


will then be mailed out to the NAB 
board of directors for final okay. No 
decision has been reached whether 
NAB members will get a look at the 
document before the board votes it 
on the books. 

2. Concurrently, plans for a second 
industry-financed public opinion poll 
of radio were released following a 
meeting of the research subcom- 
mitte in New York City last week. 
Second study will be by the National 
Opinion Research Centre at the 
Univ. of Denver and its results in- 
terpreted by Dr. Paul Lazarsfeld, co- 
author of “The People Look at 
Radio.” Field work will start this 
November, but results will not be 
available before early 1948. There 
appears to be no reason why the 
second study will not turn out ag 
favorable a report on American 
radio as the first NORC product did, 

Two New Clinics 

3. NAB has announced two more 
clinics for the opening day (Sept. 
15) of its convention. First is an em- 
ployer-employee session to probe 
impact of the Taft-Hartley and Lea 
Acts. Second, on broadcast adver- 
tising, will stress increased use of 
radio by department stores and new 
sales techniques developed under 
heavier competition. An engineering 
parley is already set up under aegis 
of NAB Director of Engineering 
Royal Howard. 

4. NAB last week gave notice it 
was picking up where it left off on 
its war-interrupted chore of revising 
standards for recordings and trans- 
criptions. Meeting of the recording 
committee is set for Sept. 16 during 
the Atlantic City convention. Chair- 
man Royal Howard said revisions of 
the 1941 standards will be consid- 
ered. In view of the wide usage of 
standard home-type 78 rpm records 
by broadcasters, these disks will be 
standardized along with the 33.3 rpm 
transcriptions. 

5. On another front, NAB’s newly- 
organized educational standards 
committee met here last week to 
map out a program of accrediting 
college courses in radio and setting 
standards which will insure the 
radio curricula gear with broad-« 
casters’ actual personnel needs. Come 
mittee also went along in favor of in<« 
service training for those already in 
radio jobs. Committee chairman 
Ralph W. Hardy, KSL will have 
progress report for the September 
convention, 








6. Finally, six new NAE directors 


|came to Washington last week (31-1) 


for a seminar on the NAB setup and 
their duties and obligations. Ses- 
sion was first of its kind. New di- 
rectors are: Harold Fellows, WEEI; 
Henry P. Johnston, WSGN;: Gilmore 
Nunn, WLAP; Charles C. Caley, 
WMBD; John F. Meagher, KYSM; 
and Clyde Rembert, KRLD. 


Paar’s New Script Staff 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 
Writing setup for the Jack Paar 








soxers when Frank Sinatra leads Hit 
Paraders on NBC late next month. | 
pespenighe agreement was reached by 
C Foote, Come & Belding and 
Sinatra himself to hold audience age 
minimum to 18 years instead of net- 
work’s arbitrary 14 except for kid- 
dies who attend Smiling Ed McCon- 
; nell’s Saturday morning broadcast. 

Consensus is that Sinatra has out- 
grown following of screeching 
youngsters, and will get a buildup 
as serious and dignified singer in 
field of popular music. 





| Schwartz, 
| ficial announcement was made that 


show has been completed with sub- 
titution of Hal Kanter for Dave 
who withdrew when of- 


Mac Benoff would be head writer. 
Jack Douglas, who also balked at 
the Benoff designation, returned to 
the staff. 

Battery of three will turn out 
scripts with equal billing. Deadline 
for option takeup on Paar by Amere 
ican Tobacco for the fall show t 
plug Pall Mall cigarets is Aug. of, 


| with no indication yet as to spone 


sor’s decision, 


oes 
ae a eee 
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Premium Frviks and “Meeks” 
sweet. 
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Test of FCC’s Local 


Owner Partiality 


Looms in Reversal on Indiana Grant 





Washington, Aug. 5. 

Long-awaited test of the FCC's 
Jong-standing policy of preferring 
local residents over non-residents in 
contested cases for station grants is 
foreseen in trade circles here as a 
result of an FCC final decision last 
week in awarding a station grant 
for a new 250-watter in Fort Wayne, 
Ind. New decision reversed a pro- 
posed decision made earlier. 


Oddest angle on the reversal is 
that it was accomplished without a 
vote switch on the part of any FCC | 
member. FCC proposed May 1 to| 
grant an application for the station 
to Community Broadcasting Corp., 
headed up by Arthur Feldman, for- 
mer NBC special events chief and 
later a BBC adviser in London and 
an ABC war correspondent. 


Proposed decision was adopted by 
a 3-2 vote. Commissioners Clifford J. 
Durr, Rosel Hyde and Ray C. Wake- 
field comprised the majority, with 
chairman Charles ‘R. Denny and 
Ewell K. Jett dissenting, voting for 
grant of the station to Radio Fort 
Wayne, owned equally by Merlin 
Smith, former Civil Service investi- 








gator, and Charles Sprague and 
Glenn Thayer, both engineers of | 
WOWO, Fort Wayne station. Five | 


commissioners voting heard all ar- 
guments from Smith’s group June 13. | 
Reversed final decision adopted last 
week reflected the substitution on | 
the FCC of E. M. Webster in place | 
of Wakefield. whose term expired 
June 30. Webster joined Denny and 
Jett to form a new majority. Final 
decision, also a 3-2 vote, showed the 
proposed loser was the final winner 
with no vote switch. 


Feldman was favored earlier be- | 
cause of his “extensive and varied | 
experience in numerous phases of 
broadcasting.” Residency angle was 
taken care by the fact that Feldman 
stated’he would move to Fort Wayne 
to devote full time to station opera- 
tion. The Denny-Jett-Webster ge- 
cision was made because of the 
closer identification of Smith’s 
stockholders with Fort Wayne and 
because, “while Feldman plans to 
move to Fort Wayne, he’s not pres- 
ently a resident of that city.” 

Another FCC flip-flop saw WJPS, 
Inc., come out on top in its bid for a 
new regional station in Evansville. 
FCC earlier proposed a grant to the 
Tri-State Broadcasting Corp., which 
Was competing with WJPS for use 
of the 1330 ke channel. 

Commission, with Chairman 
Charles Denny and E. K. Jett dis- 
senting, said it preferred WJPS be- 
cause stockholders of that company 
proposed more direct participation 
in the Evansville station and had 
fewer broadcast holdings than the 
principals in Tri-State. John K. 
Jennings, former Indiana head of the 
War Manpower Commission and a 
theatre operator in Evansville: 
Frank McKinney, owner of the Bos- 
ton Braves and other baseball clubs 
and a bank president, and Robert 

Hinckley, ABC v.p., are principal 


2 
vv 


| works. 


It Was Close 


Cleveland, Aug. 5. 
WJMO's Howard Lund came 
out second best in a disk jockey 

tirade against Guy Lombardo. 
Lund, the station’s ace platter 
man, stopped a Lombardo disk 
before its completion saying, “I 
can’t stand him.” This brought 
on protests from fans as well as 
from Lombardo who purchaséd 
a quarter-hour for his songs and 


had Lund read the commer- 
cials. 
Meanwhile listeners were 


asked to vote on “Do I or Do I 
Not Like Lombardo?” 

Final count was 734 for, and 
719 against Lombardo. 


Writers, Webs 


Agree on Terms 


General agreement on terms of a 
contract covering scripters of all 
network shows has been worked out 





'and initialed by the Radio Writers 


Guild (RWG) and the four net- 
As the ad agencies have 
agreed to sign letters of compliance 


when the final deal is completed, 


ithe pact will cover both sustaining 
'and commercial programs, and will 


apply to freelance writers as well as 
staffers and _ contract _ scripters. 
Initialling of the agreement by both 
the RWG and the networks at this 
time is designed to bring the con- 
tract within the requirements of the 
Taft-Hartley Act, which becomes ef- 
fective Aug. 22. 

For the present, further negotia- 
tions are discontinued, while the 
networks are working on a formula 
to cover subsidiary rights to script 
material, and which is hoped will 
be acceptable to both sides. Nego- 
tiations will be resumed the first 
week in September and are expect- 
ed to be completed, with either a 
final agreement or a stalemate, by 
Nov. 15. 

Under the terms thus far agreed 
to (and initialled) by both sides the 
pact will cover all radio writers 
(with some technical exceptions re- 
lating to heirs of authors of written 
material) and will apply to all 
script written for the air, except 
Government, religious, physical, 
cultural and advertising sales and 
promotion material. Under the 
modified guild shop proviso all con- 
tract and staff writers, both sustain- 
ing and commercial, must be RWG 
members, but 10 percent of the free- 
lance writers for any sustaining 
show may remain outside the Guild. 
The latter proviso is to bring the 
agreement within Constitutional 
guarantees of free speech. 

Scales of fees and _ regulations 
covering the sale of rights are the 





stockholders in Tri-State. 

Commission points out they also 
hold permits for stations in Terre 
Haute, Fort Wayne and Indianapolis, 
and in Honolulu. Commission added 
that fact Hinckley is an officer of 
ABC “is an important consideration,” 
although it did not disqualify him 
in winning permits for two other In- 
diana stations: Tri-State had pro- 
posed that George Hatch, manager 
of KALL, Salt Lake City, take over 
management of the Evansville sta- 
tion for the next several months, 
though not on a permanent basis.* 

Robert J. McIntosh, program man- 
ager at WGRC, Louisville, will move 
to Evansville to manage WJPS. 
Robert Davis, WJPS president, and 
treasurer J. Porter Smith are also 
bidding for a new station (WOOP) 
in Dayton, O. 


SWIFT BUYS ‘MEEKS’; 
PARLAY WITH ‘ARCHIE’ 


Chicago, Aug. 5. 

In addition to “Archie Andrews” 
fin the present NBC spot Saturday 
morning, Swift & Co. bought the 
following half-hour for another com- 
edy, “Meet the Meeks.” The Chi- 
cago office of J. Walter Thompson 
handled it. e 

“Andrews” goes commercial this 
Saturday (9) and “Meeks” makes 
debut Nov. 8, with Les Weinrott as 





producer. It will originate in Chi- 
cago. 
“Andrews” will plug  Swift’s 





Sadek mulled nadia 
Se 


All- | 


major points still to be worked out. 


‘Petrillo to Act Soon On 
Plea of Network Execs 
To Lift AM-FM Dupe Ban 


Chicago, Aug. 5. 

Network chiefs last week bearded 
James C. Petrillo in his local den for 
the first time since the passage of 
the Lea Act with a request that he 
reverse himself on an edict. The 
broadcasters asked that he lift the 
ban on the duplication of programs 
over AM and FM stations as soon as 
possible. The American Federation 
of Musicians president said that they 
would have his answer in a week or 
10 days. 

Present at the meeting with 
Petrillo at his Local 10 office were 
Edgar Kobak, Mutual head; Mark 
| Woods, ABC, prez; Frank White, 
| CBS v.p.-treasurer; Frank Mullen, 
NBC executive v.p. and Frank 
Schreiber, v.p. of WGN, Chicago. 
Petrillo left after the talk, which 
lasted almost three hours, for his 
isummer plece in Wisconsin. 


BATTERS UP! 


Cleveland, Aug. 5. 
Cleveland’s two most powerful 
‘stations, WTAM and WGAR, will 
test their rivalry on the baseball 
| diamond, with proceeds going to the 
|Damon Runyon Cancer Fund. 

The two stations will meet in a 
‘softball game under the lights 
Thursday (7) night. A third station, 
WJW, will broadcast the event. 














EMILE COTE — 


the cliche, but from the 
North, South, East and West re- 
ports stream in to Lang-Worth’s 
headquarters praising the Cote Glee 
Club releases. . 
Without benefit of advertising 
support or name star ballyhoo the 
Cote Glee Club has consistently 
earned local “ratings” comparable 
to elaborate network productions. 


LANG-WORTH, INC., NEW YORK 
=— 


Pardon 


’ 








Racon Device 
Just a Case 


Of Watts What 


Chicago, Aug. 5. 

A device which would revolution- 
ize current concepts about measuring 
size of radio station’s audience was 
developed here recently by two local 
announcers, Robert L. MeKee and 
Roland Butterfield, Jr., who divulged 
general info following submission of 
plans to patent office. New device, 
Racon, determines number. of sets 
tuned to particular station by meas- 
uring amount of electrical power 
consumed by sets with an accuracy 
claimed to be better than 90%. 


In operation, at whatever instant 
radio station wishes to check its 
number of listeners, a special signal 
is transmitted, momentarily and gs) "1- 
ultaneously, along with regular 
broadcast. Device which must be at- 
tached to set, immediately shuts it 
off for split second, too short to be 
noticed by listener, which in turn 
causes a drop in the overall amount 
of electrical power being consumed 
at the particular instant. This drop 
in power is then immediately re- 
corded at the power house. 


Action is the same as if large 
number of people in given area 
simultaneously turned off a 50-watt 
bulb. The number of sets tuned to 
station is quickly determined by 
simple arithmetic on basis that aver- 
age set consumes about 50 watts of 
power. For example, if recorded 
drop in power is 25,000 watts at 
given instant, 500 sets were tuned to 
station. Variation in amount of 
power used by different sets pre- 
cludes absolute determination. 


It will require considerable “time 
before installation of special units 
in all sets can be made, but cov- 
erage of new sets, both radio and 
television, can be overcome during 
production. To get at sets already in 
homes can partially be done by 
solicitation and partially via radio 
repair agencies since it is estimated 
that most sets require at least minor 
repairs once a year. However, once 
the physical structure for system is 
all set up, it would cost practically 
nothing to conduct fast surveys and 


WEISS SKEDS MUTUAL 
BOARD MEET FOR SEPT. 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 
Board meeting of Mutual will be 
called the first week in September 
| by Lewis Allen Weiss, chairman of 
board, and v-p and g.m. of Don Lee 
here. He wants his net’s business in 











| order before the NAB convention 
Starts, Sept. 15, and will hold the 
mecting at NARB’s site in Atlantic 
City. 


After the NAB convention he will 
visit New York and, if the FCC 
hasn't already given its decision on 
the commercial licensing of Don 
Lee’s television station here, he will 
go to Washington, D. C., to look into 
the matter. Hearings on the regional 
net’s alleged violations of network- 
affiliate regulations were held last 
Jabuary and result has been hanging 
| fire since. 





Kentucky Solons to 


Be Asked for Funds 


On Statewide FM Net; Schools to Aid 





Brewery Buys Ted Lewis 
Show in 8 Major Markets 


Chicago, Aug. 5. 

Burlington Brewery (Van Merritt 
beer) has tied up the half-hour Ted 
Lewis open-ender for eight major 
markets, with the campaign teeing 
off with the time change in the fall. 
It will be Burlington’s bow into ra- 
dio, previously confining itself to 
class mags. 

Deal was set between Chartock- 
Colman, producers of the disker, 
and Harlow Roberts, account exec 
in the Goodkind, Joice & Morgan 
agency. 


CBS L&A Tab 
Of $1,000,000 


CBS has just wrapped up another 
$1,000,000 in billings, and in the 
process is inheriting the Lum ’n 
Abner show from ABC network. 

Alka-Seltzer, which has sponsored 
the vet team on ABC for the past 
four years (heard four times a week 
in the 8-8:15 p.m. segment), is mov- 
ing over to Columbia. Starting Sept. 
29, L. & A will be heard in the 5:45-6 
late afternoon time, Mon.-thru-Fri. 

Acquisition of show ups CBS’ new 
billings to approximately $9,000,000 
over the past couple of months, big- 
gest chunks coming from Campbell 
Soup programming, the Chesterfield 
tab on the Arthur Godfrey morning 
show, and Lever Bros. sponsorship 
of Godfrey’s “Talent Scouts’ and 
“My Friend Irma.” 

ABC says it wanted a revamped 
once-weekly half-hour L & A show; 
sponsor says major factor was pene- 
tration of CBS in rural market. 

CBS Western Boom 
Hollywood, Aug. 5. 

CBS’ western division sales are 
humming. Wayne Steffner, regional 
sales topper, reports a chunky $686,- 
660 in new business over the past 
six weeks, an average of $114,440 
weekly. 

Take is represented in 10 newly- 
signed contracts over the six-week 
period, the last two being the S.OS. 
Co., of Chicago, and the Sunnyvale 
Packing Co., of Sunnyvale, Calif. 








Senators Try Banning 
Liquor Radio Ads Again; 
Calvert Is Chief Target 


Washington, Aug. 5. 

Radio men here are not too ex- 
cited about the latest attempt on 
Capitol Hill to get Calvert Whisky’s 
“Man of Distinction” to become a 
teetotaler. Move is the latest of at 
least a dozen Congressional efforts 
during the past six years to outlaw 
liquor plugs on the air and in print. 

Senators Clyde Reed (R., Kans.) 
and Edwin Johnson (D., Colo.) are 
recommending that Congress em- 
power the Federal Trade Commis- 
sion to restrain as “misleading” any 
radio or other advertising which 
suggests that imbibing promotes 
health, wealth or social prestige. The 
long parade of Calvert’s “Men of 
Distinction” are the principal tar- 
get, it was understood. 

Both Reed and Johnson have tried 
several times to get Capitol Hill 
sanction of bills to outlaw all liquor 
advertising in interstate commerce. 
Radio lawyers point out that Su- 
preme Court has held all Federal 
authority over liquor traffie is con- 
tained in the 21st Amendemnt and 
the Reed-Johnson bills are probably 
unconstitutional. 


Joan Edwards Quiz OK’d 
By Court in Luckies Suit 


Federal Judge Alexander Holtzoff 
last week signed an order granting 
the American Tobacco Co. and its ad 
agency, Foote, Cone & Belding, per- 
mission to examine Joan Edwards 
before trial in connection with her 
$75,000 damage suit against the 
firms. 

Miss Edwards brought suit when 
Lucky Strike (American Tobacco) 
failed to renevygher contract as a 
singer on the “Hit Parade.” Court 
also ruled after 10 days she may 








examine the defendants. 


¥ 


"| stations would be 


Louisville, Aug. 5. 

The 1948 Kentucky Legislature may 
be asked for special funds to put 
into operation statewide net of FM 
stations, with Univ. of Kentucky’s 
WBKY as the key outlet. Elmer 
Sulzer, Univ. of Kentucky director 
of radio and Prof. Thomas Hankins, 
head of the school’s Department of 
Industrial Education, have had their 
proposed network approved by the 
State Department of Education. 

Expect to use war surplus mate- 
rials and will utilize facilities and 
labor of collges and trade schools, 
with estimate that the net could 
be put in operation with $75,000 to 
$100,000. Colleges and trade schools 
in the various localities where FM 


installed would 
be asked to cooperate. 

Idea is based on premise that edu- 
cation, culture and entertainment 
could be beamed to listeners with- 
out interruption of commercials. 
Kentucky is one of 23 states to re- 
spond to a request of the FCC and 
wartime Office of Education to work 
out plans for such an FM network. 


WMCA, N.Y., Cuts Schedule 
From 24 to 18 Hours When 
All - Night Show Cancels 





With the cancellation of the 
Strauss Stores all-night show on 
WMCA effective Saturday (9), the 


N. Y. indie is cutting back its broad- 
cast schedule from 24 to 18 hours. 
Strauss Stores, national auto and 
electrical parts suppliers, has been 
bankrolling 36 hours of WMCA’s 
nocturnal airtime on a six-hour-a- 
day, Monday-through-Saturday basis 
since February, 1946 when the sta- 
tion began its all-night run. 

Straus’ pulling out of New York 
radio picture is one phase of the 
company’s large-scale air advertis- 
ing budget reduction. WIP, Phila- 
delphia, also felt the cancellation axe 
with suspension of the Strauss Store 
show which had a longtime standing. 
WMCA’s decision to resume an 18- 
hour schedule is a continuation of 
the station’s pre-1946 policy which 
shied away from all-night program- 
ming. 


Stang’s ‘Silver’ Date 
May Cue Y&R Series 


Arnold Stang, who plays a guest 
lead Sunday (10) on “Silver Thea- 
tre,” via CBS, goes to the Coast im- 
mediately afterward for several 
other guest dates. He's been ap- 
proached for two appearances on the 
Jack Paar show. He's due next 
month for the resumption of the 
Henry Morgan series on ABC for 
Eversharp and, meanwhile, is being 
written out of the Milton Berle 
stanza on NBC for Philip Morris. 





He does character stooge bits on 
both shows. 
For his “Silver Theatre” date, 


Stang is playing the title part in 
“Eager Beaver,” scripted by Charles 
Gussman. Lester Vail produces 
the show for Young & Rubicam. 
The stanza will be in the nature 
of an audition for both the 
talent and Y & R, as Stang and Guss- 
man figure the office boy-hero offers 
material for a _ series, and the 
agency has taken a “first-refusal” 
hook on the show. 


ELGIN PREPS MUSICAL 
STANZA FOR ABC SLOT 


Chicago, Aug. 5. 

Elgin American, maker of com- 
pacts and cigaret cases, has taken 
an option from ABC for the Thurs- 
day 9-9:30 p.m. slot for a musical 
stanza that’s still in the auditioning 
stage. Weiss & Geller, agency on the 
account, had pitched a_ recorded 
audition with Buddy Clark, Kitty 
Kallen & Ray Bloch, and it was de- 
cided to try again but with a girl 
vocalist leaning more to the ballad 
side. 
Dorothy Shay was the original 
selectee but she balked at taking on 
the show when denied top billing. 
She also felt that her assignment 
wouldn't allow for enough of a per- 
sonal showcase. If the deal goes 
through, Clark will be working 
Monday for Carnation Milk «NBC), 
Thursday for Elgin American #nd 
every other Saturday for Lucky 








Strike (NBC). 
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BACKUS SHOW 
ith Bink Trout, Frances Robertson, 
Jerry Hovusner; Frank Graham, 

nouncer | 

Writers: Jim, Henny Backus 
Producer: Stu Garner 
30 Mins., Sum., 9:30 p.m. 
ining 
rOR-MUTUAL, N. » A 

On the basis of the preem broad- 
_ cast of his own half-hour comedy | 
-ghow last Sunday (3), Jim Backus 
js one of radio’s upcoming comics. 
Familiar to nighttime listeners via 
his ultiple supporting roles for 
Alan Young, Eddie Cantor, Danny 
Kaye, Jack Benny, Fred Allen, et al. 
Backus is now being showcased on | 
his own. Next month Feenamint 
starts picking up the tab and if 
Backus can continue at the same 
meri1y pace which marked this 
week's sustaining whirl, the client’s 
got itself a neat little comedy 
package. 

The new Backus show, is some- 
thing, too, of an innovation -in low- 
budgeted comedy programming, an 
offshoot of the current disk jockey 
sweepstakes. For, instead of back- 
ing him up with a live orchestra and 
soloists, they've got Backus spin- 
ning some platters between comedy 
rounds, with Tex Beneke, Georgia 
Gibbs. Frank Sinatra-Dinah Shore 
and Bing Crosby-Dick Haymes-An- 
drews Sisters throwing in their 
waxed support. Sort of casual, yet 
production-wise it all fitted in 
nicely. 

But essertially it’s the Backus 
comedic pattern that augurs well 
for this show and which may pyra- 
mid him into star bracketing, just 
as Dennis Day, before him, segued | 
successfully from supporting bit, 
roles into a sock ersonality. 
Backus’ “Hubert Updyke” richest- 
man-in-the-world (a carryover from 
the ex-Alan Young show) chara- | 
terization remains one of the solid 
eomedy contribs of recent vintage, 
as was again demonstrated on Sun- | 
day. And his Backus Award for 
Heroism was a model of tight com- 
edy scripting and expert sg hia al 

ose. 





THAT THESE MAY LIVE 
With Joe Mulvihill, Clarence Kava- | 
naugh, Rita Rodgers, Vi Kavanaugh, | 
Nancy Lee Ferry, George Roberts, | 
Lawsen Deming, Al Henderson, | 

Brooke Taylor, Griff Davies, John 

Butler, Ken Sleds and Helen. 

Laing. | 
Writer-Preduce:: Thomas E. 0’Con- | 

nell 
Seund Production: Lawson Deming | 
Announcer: Dick Rell | 
30 Mins.: Sun. 10 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WTAM, Cleveland 

For both effort and attempt to| 
alert the listening audience of this 
major midwest station to the dangers 
of cancer, the cast of “That These 
May Live” ra. 2s z+ uceolade. Bluntly, 
without pulling any punches, the 
cast, recruited from AFRA on a non- 
payment basis, has produced one of 
the strongest presentations of the 
evils of cancer. 

Station approached the local Can- , 
cer Prevention Society in an effort 
to secure material and background | 
for the series that will. run for 13) 
weeks and which, if creditably done, 
might be a network presentation 
from this o. and o. NBC outlet. 

Tom O'Connell has produced a) 
well-documented story. His script, | 
strong and adequately written, lavs 
in spots. Production, too, slips, pri- | 
marily in failure to cue in music. | 
But these flaws can be overcome 
without too great effort. 


In first week’s production cast told . 
the story of Tom Crawford and his 
wife, and how the couple braved 
the wrath of the community when | 
Mrs. Crawford permitted Dr. 
Ephraim’ McDowell to perform an 
internal operation, which, at that 
time, was unheard of. 

Of the cast, Rita Rodgers, as Mrs. 
Crawford scored a significant tri- 
umph. Her dramatic ability, in a 
role calling for courage, and whole- 
some feminine strength, was the out- | 
standing performance of the stanza. | 
Brooke Taylor as Dr. McDowell, and | 

‘George Roberts as Crawford, turned 

. smooth and highly acceptable 

obs. 


Narrator is Joe Mulvihill and his | 
mike technique is another strong 
Point of the show. Clarence Kav- 
anaugh of the Cleveland Play House 
Staff, played “Cancer” and did the 
~~ the smoothness expected of 
@ sigge veteran. Helen Laino’s sing- 
ing was good, and parts played by- 
Vi Kavanaugh, Nancy Lee Ferry, Al 
Henderson, Lawson Deming, John 
Butler and Ken Sleds were okay. 

Deming’s sound production was 
highly satisfactory and Dick Roll 
continues to be one of,the top an- 
nouncers in these parts. Mark. 





YOUR TIME 
With Bob Reed 
Producer: Beb Emerick 
15 Mins.; Mon through Fri., 1:45 p.m. 
Sustaining 

OR, N. Y. 

Your Time” is an unpretentious 
afternoon airer featuring Bob Reed 

_ across the board in a congenial ses- 

sion of music and patter. Reed's 
equipment comprises a first-rate 
lanistic talent, a lightweight, but 
Stenable voice and a relaxed per- 
S0nality that’s easy to take. His 
Fepertory. covers pop tunes, folk airs. 
Diano. mimicry and readings of hi 
iginal verse. ; 
On the kickoff stanza 


(4), he 


| blues. 


XAVIER CUGAT 
With Beb Graham, Art Ballinger, 

orch, chorus 
Director: Axel Gruenberg 
30 Mins.; Sun., 10 p.m. 
EVEKSH.ARP 
WCBS-CBS, N. Y. 

(Biow) 

With Eversharp’s shift of its “Take 
It Or Leave It” quizzer to the op- 
posite spot on NBC, the sponsor was 
left with six weeks of unexpired 
time at 10 p.m. Sundays on CBS. It 
is bankrolling Xavier Cugat there, 
thus virtually blanketing the field 
for that 30-minute segment. 


No musical show would be ex- 
pected to pull much of a 
against the potent “Take It,” 
Cugat seems about as good a bet as 
anyone could suggest offhand. His 
Latin rhythms are standard for that 
type music. The band is solid and 
Cugat is an established showman 


|} and personality. 


Bob Graham's soft, opaque vocals 
seem incongruous, but except for 
that spot, the stanza probably won’t 
alienate any potential customers 
who unwittingly dial CBS for the 
Phil Baker quiz. Eversharp may 


\even register a few additional sales 


arguments in the 12 commercials the 
series represents. 

The commercial copy, incidently, 
continues to cover both the Schick 
razor and the Eversharp pen and 
pencil. Hobe. 





GORDON MACRAE 
With Marion Bell, Johnny Guarneri 

Orch; Dan Seymour, announcer 
Writer: Ian Gorden 
Producer: Cy Pitts 
30 Mins.; Fri., 8 p.m, 

GENERAL FOODS 
WCBS-CBS, N. Y. 
(Young & Rubicam) 

Replacement for the Fanny Brice 
“Baby Snooks Show,” which vaca- 
tions for five weeks, this new musi- 
cal series has those summer show 
It’s not the talent but the 
humidity which has _ apparently 
wilted all of the freshness out of this 
airer. As a straight session of pop 
vocalizing with Gordon MacRae’s 
smooth baritone pipes carrying the 
load, it would serve okay. But mixed 
in purposelessly is a load of flat 
chatter and corny humor tossed off 
in a pseudo-casual manner by Mac- 
Rae which sinks the show to non- 
network calibre. 

Opening stanza was given a much- 
needed lift by guestar Marion Bell, 
of the legit musical, “Brigadoon.” 
Program’s high point was Miss Bell’s 
rendering of several of the musical’s 
numbers with a nice assist from 
MacRae. MacRae soloed on “Talla- 
hassie,” “Home On the Range” and 
“Peg O° My Heart,” and handled one 
long and childish musical tale about 
a theft in a pawnshop. Three full- 
sized plugs for the Jello product in- 
cluded a jinglet which was anything 
but tasty, Herm. 





STEPHEN GRAHAM, FAMILY 
DOCTOR 

With Ed Begley, Jack McBride, Nan- 
cy Sheridan, others; Harry Hen- 
nessy, announcer 

Director: Wynn Wright 

Writer: Harriet Hester 

30 Mins.; Sun., 2 p.m, 


_ Sustaining . 
WOR-Mutual, N. Y. 


This show is presented by Mutual 
in cooperation with the American 
Medical Assn. and, as such, is. prob- 
ably meant to point up what a great 
guy the family medico is. Any mes- 
sage intended, however, is complete- 


scripting. acting and direction. Show 
emerges for the most part as a stand- 
ard soaper but one that won't com- 


are favorably with some of those | , : 
4 , | interest to those of the Catholic faith | 


aired in less conspicuous midweek 
slots. 


rating | 
but 





ily using: some o* 








Carried for some time on the Mu- | 


tual web, the show has only recently 
been picked up by WOR, Mutual’s 
N. Y. flagship. While it might have 
been okay for listeners in the sticks, 
it has nothing to offer metropolitan 
audiences. Attempts at injecting hu- 
mor don’t come off and it’s paced at 
so slow a tempo that most listeners 
will probably switch their dials im- 





patiently before the halfway mark is | 


reached. 

Show caught (3) had Stephen Gra- 
ham, the family doctor, on a fishing 
trip with a car dealer from whom 
he’s trying to get a new car. Dealer, 
a know-it-all character, is saved by 
the doc after contracting a near-fatal 


case of sunburn and. m gratitude, | successfully 
until he} 


sells the doc his own car 
can get another new one. Ed Beg- 
ley as the medico was the only mem- 
ber of the cast to lend any credence 
whatsover to his role, with the 
others sounding like mixed versions 
of Wallace Beery. Mortimer Snerd 
and Percy Kilbride. Jack McBride. 
as the auto dealer, was especially at 
fault on this score. 

Win Wright's direction followed 
the slow script, instead of trying to 
lead it to something more listenable. 
bridges were too numerous, 
often getting in the way of the story. 
Even the sound effects men took a 
beating on this one. Stal. 


— - _ 


Se asen a) 
eaters) 








bounced nicely through an Irish air 


| 


| 


| (31) 


| dicates its 


} commentary. 


and led into an amusing piano take- | 


off on different styles of playing “The 
Anniversary Song.” Among his origi- 
nal contriVvutions were a poem, 
“When My Dad Was Growing Up” 


on 52d Street.”’ Herm. 


‘ 





Follow-up Comment: 


DADA 


Earl Godwin, commenting Thurs- 
day night (31) on ABC from Wash- 
ington, opened the spot as if he were 
auditioning for a resumption of Ford 
sponsorship. His coverage of the 
Ford-United Auto Workers situation 
used merely the former's statements, 
without any semblance ef union bal- 
ance. Subsequently, Godwin broad- 
ened his spiel to do a strenuous pitch 
for a straight political speech by 
Senator Taft, then extending his 
palaver to suggest a “100° Repub- 
lican administration in 1948” as the 
solution to U. S. preblems, and final- 
Senator Byrd’s 
familiar statistics to assail Govern- 
ment “extravagance.” Throughout 
the stanza the broadcaster didn’t 
leave any question where his sym- 
pathies (and prejudiees) lie. 








Skitch Henderson contributed 
some nifty piano passages to his 
broadcast Thursday night (31) over 
ABC, the eve of Army Air Forces 
Day. The continuity for the stanza 
made war service in the AAF sound 
like those good old days on the Old 
Siwash campus, but there was a 
listenable medley of GI faves from 
Overseas, including “I Found Six- 
pence,” “Waltzing Matilda” and “Lily | 

Marlene,” and some pleasant vocals 
by Beryl! Davis. 





Ed and Pegeen Fitzgerald gabbed 
about turtles, night clubs and vari- 
ous other seeming inconsequentials 
in their early evening show on ABC 
last Thursday (31). For the unwary 
dialer, who is occasionally exposed 
to them briefly in the morning, it 
was something to run away from— 
fast, 





AnchorHocking’s “Crime Photog- 
rapher” has progressed to the point 
where smooth performances of a 
radio-wise cast overshadow some of 
the weaknesses of the story. Show’s 
Thursday (31) stanza, delving into 
showbusiness, virtually pre-selected 
the guilty party without too much 
mental strain on the audience, by the 
simple expedient of picking the least 
suspicious character. In this case 
audience deductions were correct. 
Story centered on a producer about 
to preem a Broadway legiter who 
has his star murdered shortly before 
the opening. A gangster and an 
established star who’s part had been 





boilgd down to a supporting role con- 


stitute the suspects. Solutions weren’t | 


too ingenious, but, despite general 
lack of complete suspense, dialog was 
actionful and pacing crisp. 





“Ave Maria Hour,” sponsored by 
the Franciscan Friars of Garrison, 
N. Y., is now in its 13th year on the | 
air. From an inauspicious start on 
WMCA, N. Y., half-hour dramatic 
program is now on a platter net of 
almost 200 stations. Show via WMCA 
Sunday, July 27, dealt with the 
story of Catherine Labourne, who 
was canonized a Saint. Script traced 
the career of 18-year-old Catherine, 
who entered a charity nursing home 
because of a burning desire to care 
for the sick. 

With the action taking place circa 
1830,-story is chiefly built around 
Catherine’s many visions of the) 
Blessed Virgin and others. An un- 
identified cast does a fair job with 
its thesping chores accompanied by 
an organ which lends the only musi- 





ly lost sight of in a mess of faulty | cal effects. Windup is a short prayer | 


iby one of the Friars followed by a) 


description of how St. Christopher's | 
Inn at Graymoor aids homeless men. | 
Program undoubtedly is of great, 


MEL TORME SHOW 
With Walter Gross Quintei, John 
Reed King 
Producer-Writer: Robert Moss 
15 Mins.; Sat., 5:30 p.m. 
TONI 
WNBC-NBC, N. Y. 
(Foote, Cone & Belding) 


Mel Torme, who has, of late, cut a 
wide groove in bobbysoxers’ affec- | 
tions via recordings and nitery dates, 
impresses as an ideal selection to’ 
plump for sales of the Toni perma-| 
nent home permanent wave packets. | 

Singer, in his early 20's, has a con- | 
siderable following among the teen- | 
sters who can’t afford an expensive | 
store-boughten hair-do, and _ it's 
likely that his work will beget an 
audience that will do his sponsor the 
most good. 

However, his appeal for older age 
groups seems limited. While his! 
personality and interpretation are of | 
adult stature, his “velvet fog” voice 
isn’t sufficiently mature to jive with 
the sexy overtones he puts upon his 
offerings. Voice has a rather thin 
quality which sounds as though he's 
holding back. This restraint consti- 
tutes a too unsubtle boudoir tone. 

However, the session will add to 
his lustre among ihe bobbysoxers 
for the very qualities which will be 
disdained by the adult trade. 

Walter Gross Quintet backs Torme 
capably and John Reed King’s com- 








| 
mercials are well-done. Jose. | 
| 
YOUTH DEMANDS AN ANSWER | 
With Don O'Keefe, Prof. Franeis| 


Ballaine, Liston Oaks, Dan Selig- | 

man, Vivian Johnston 
Producer: John Neal 
30 Mins.; Thurs., 9 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WINS, N. Y. 

In “Youth Demands an 
WINS has a public service program | 
which attempts to analyze contem- 
porary world problems. The brain- | 

| 
} 
| 


Answer,” 


child of a 19-year-old Columbia 
Univ. student, Don O'Keefe, show in 
second airing (30) on the air wres- 
tled with the poser, “Can the United 
Nations Succeed?” Taking the af- 
firmative was Francis Ballaine, pro- 
fessor of philosophy at Adelphi Col- | 
lege, N. Y., while his adversary *was 
Liston Oaks, editor of the New 
Leader. “ 


Both Ballaine and Oaks read a 
three-minute prepared paper ex- 
pounding their views, then were 


plied with questions by Dan Selig- 
man, assistant editor of the Ameri- 
can Mercury, and Vivian Johnston, 
law student of Alabama Univ. Bal- 
laine was supremely confident in the 
UN’s future while Oaks was equally 
convinced that the organization | 
would come to naught. 

Oaks contended that the “United | 
Nations is not an effective agency 
to arbitrate disputes.” He felt that 
Russia was using it for its own ends 
and emphasized that the UN should 
reorganize with or without Russia 
with the veto power abolished for a 
“real world parliament of man.’ On 
the other hand, Ballaine scouted his 
theories and was sure that the pres- 
ent setup would emerge into a prac- 
tical unit. Seligman and Johnston 
added fuel to the debating fires with 
some spirited queries while O'Keefe 
acted as moderator. 

Chief fault of the forum was that 
too often it resolved itself into a dis- 
cussion of the Russian “menace” 
rather than strict adhesion to the 
question at hand. Debate at times 
also deviated into an analysis of 
technical UN matters which could 
not, have offered much appeal to the 
average listener. Moderator O’Keefe 
could have overcome this to some 
extent by greater use of his umpir- | 
ing powers. On the basis of the re- 

youth is still 
































but offers only limited appeal to sults of this stanza, s 
those of other denominations. looking for an answer. Gilb. 
HHO OHHHOOO ~~. s 
lelevisi Reviews 
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et Reena AAAAAAAAL FPO HOPESCOSCOOS 
SHOWROOM |Waldo of California, with the) 
With Eileen Coughlin, Powers! clothes certainly constituting some- 


Models; Shirley Perces, announeer | thing for 


Director: Frances Buss 

Asst. direetor: Ralph Levy 

20 Mins.; Thurs. (31), 8:40 p.m. 
Sustaining 

WCBS-TV-CBS, N. Y. 

After trying out the Zoomar lens 
two weeks ago on a 
baseball game broadcast, CBS tele- 
vision gave it another try Thursday 
night on an indoor fashion 
show. and made out just as well 
with it. Web. still pursuing its non- 
studio show policy, staged the 
fashion program in the lounge of 
the Hotel Dorset. N. Y.. whose 
limited confines didn’t constitute a 
fair test for the Zoomar. Interest 
it added to the show, however, in-! 
possibilities for indoor 


use are just as promising as for 
remotes. 
Director Franny Buss did an ex- 


cellent job on the show, integrating 
her camera shots neatly with the 
If announcer Shirley 
Perces was talking about the hem 
of a skirt. for example, the camera 
panned down to the hem. Use of the 
Zoomar was confined to only those 
shots in which it would add some- 
thing to the show and Miss Buss is 
to be commended for her restraint 


land a jive number, “Grandma’s Farm {in not ovérdoing a pood thing: 


Show featured the fall fashions of 


| Directer: 


the distaff viewers to 
watch. Beauteous Powers models dis- 
playing the fashions kept the show 
interesting for the males. Unless the 
viewers were actually interested in 


| fashions, however, the show tended 
'to drag, evidencing that something 


more was needed than just the 
models and clothes to perk up the 


proceedings. 

Dorset lounge offered a _ natural | 
setting for the show, with specta- 
tors sitting around the room to 


watch the goings-on. Until it de- 
cides to return to the studio. CBS 
has evidently found the answer to 
where to stage its live prams | 
Stal. 


THE JACK PAYNE SHOW 
With Payne and Linn Burton 
Lorraine Larson 
15 Mins.; Wed., 8:15 p.m. 
TEKRMAN TELEVISION SALES 
WBKB-Chicago 

The Jack Payne Show. which has 
been just an excuse for filling time 
slot on station WBKB, came up with 
a fair script for current airing which 
gave it bit stronger reason for being 
video program. Although it was} 


| better than previous airers, it still} 


doesn’t offer much. incentive for | 
buying sponsors’ tele sets. Rather, it.) 


(Continued on page 28) 


| tease 


made for pleasant listening. 


ELLERY QUEEN 

With Larry Debkin, Charlette Keana, 
Bill Smith, Ed Latimer, Stefan 
Schnabel, Jimmy McCallion,. Don 
Haneock, Chet Kingsbury 

Writer: Manny Lee 

Director: Tem Vietor 

30 Mins.; Sun., 6:30 p. m. 

WHITEHALL PHARMACAL 

WNBC-NBC, N. Y. 


(S., S.C. & B.) 
After a short summer layoff, the 
veteran amateur gumshoe, Ellery 


Queen, returned to the air Sunday 
night (3) via WNBC-NBC for White- 
hall Pharmacal. In the near-decade 
since the series started as a 45-min- 
ute sustainer on CBS, the fictional 
Ellery and his conspiring confreres 
have grown pretty tired. The show 
is now just a routine whodunit, with 
only the somewhat fraved armchair 
detective gimmick as a bid for dis- 


tinction. 

When the “Ellery Queen” series 
was first launched as a sustainer it 
was written by the authors of the 
original books, Fred Dannay and 
Manny Lee. with producer George 
Zachary giving an assist on radio 
technique. At that time the charac- 
ters had dimension and substance, 
and there was imagination, ingenuity 
and slight humor in the plotting. But 


Danny and Lee subsequently relin- 


| quished the week-to-week grind of 


turning out the radio series, and 
farmed out the assignment. However, 
the show caught is stated to have 
been written by Lee. 

In the seasonal opener there was 
an attempt to capture topical impor- 
tance by basing the episode on atomic 
armament research, and the sign-off 
promised that next week’s 
stanza would deal with tolerance, 
but that’s merely synthetic sugar 
coating. As a whodunit, the script 
seemed contrived, talky and relative- 
ly slow, and the principal characters 
lacked clarity. There was little sus- 
pense or surprise, and the armchair- 
detective task (legit actor-producer 
Eddie Dowling whiffed it) was to 
explain why the victim was bumped 
off, not who did it and how did he 
slipped up. The performances were, 
in general, as humdrum as the script, 
but there were effectively hokey 
German bits played by Stefan Sch- 
nabel and Jimmy McCallion, Tom 
Vietor’s direction seemed fair 
enough and Chet Kingsbury’s organ 
bridges were conventional. 

The commercials included a 
straight plug for Anacin in the mid- 
die spot (in which the “use only as 
directed” statement was given the 
customary throwaway), a_ closing 
blurb about the alleged anti-halitosis 
qualities of Kolynos and a hitch-hike 
about how Anacin has not just one, 
but a combination of three ingre- 
dients, whatever that's worth. Don 
Hancock gav them the traditional 
“sincere” reading. Hobe. 








| JUNE MOON 


With Mason Adams, Florence Robin- 
son, Ralph Bell, Rebert Dryden, 
Betty Garde, Bernard Geuld, 
Claire Niesen; Sandy Becker, an- 
nouneer 

Director: Albert Ward 

Writer: Charles Monroe 

30 Mins.; Fri. (1), 9:30 p.m. 

Sustaining 

WCBS-CBS, N. Y. 

CBS is running a three-broadcast 
filler in the Friday 9:30 p.m. slot 
under general heading of “Comedy 
Time,” and judging by Friday's (1) 
opener. “June Moon,” the business 
is just a fill-in, and not to be taken 
more seriously. Comedy production 
was a dated, dreary affair—not very 
funny. and all too familiar. 

Story, based on the George S. 
Kaufman-Ring Lardner legit hit of 
years back, is the sentimental ro- 
mance of a dumb cluck of a would- 
be songwriter who comes to New 
York from the sticks with a song 
he’s sure will be an all-fire hit. The 
city slickers and harpies take him 


over, so that he deserts his sweet 
little girl from back home, and 


throws his money away on a moll. 
You can’t keep a songwriting genius 
down, of course, so our hero comes 
out all right in the end. escaping the 
foul clutches of a predatory female 
and returnéng to his true love. ~ 
Every cliche in the world is in the 
script, in both situation and dialog— 
and it sounded it Friday night. De- 
spite geod acting and direction, pro- 
gram floundered around feebly, cast 
being unable to overcome the inade- 
ovate script. It wasn’t good listen- 
ing. Bron, 


| HOLIDAY FOR STRINGS 


With Earle Keller's Orch, Kenny 
Renner, vocalist 
30 Mines., Sat., 3 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WAVE-™BC, Leuisville 
Local entry in the Ssturdav Show- 
case series which NBC is utilizing as 
a venicle to perk up summer listen- 
ing and give a network hearing te 
quality shows originating from vari- 
ous affiliates, was a splendid choice, 
String combo undér Earle Keller's 
direction offered a smoothly blended 
half hour of musical show tunes. 
Keller has long enjoyed a rep 
hereabout as one of the vesi pianisi- 
leaders in vaude, and for several 
years has been at the helm of the 


| WAVE staff crew. Favors strings, to 
| the exclusion 


of brass, and results 
come close to the Romberg type of 
light operatic tunes. lacking ef course 
the full instrumentation. Combo 
heard, however, was well orches- 
trated, splendid arrangements, and 


old. 
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- Tributaries for ‘01 Man River Tele 


When I was a _ youngster 
phonographs were leaping into pop- 
ularity the old folks used to shake 
their heads sadly and say that it 
spelt the doom of concerts, operettas 
and other in-person musical per- 
formances. “Who'll go to hear John 
McCormack and pay a high price 
for seats,” they asked, “when they 
can have a collection of his records 
and listen at home?” 

The trend continued, more people 
bought records and, as it developed, 
it stimulated their interest when the | 
recording artists played Denver, | 
where I lived, or any other town. | 
More people than ever bought the | 
dickets, even at a two-dollar top. 

By the time radio began to raise 
fis voice I had established my band 
as a recording favorite and lots of 
the people who bought the records 
were still willing to pay a five- 
dollar cover charge to hear us in 
the flesh—and I have lots of flesh— 
at the Palais Royal, the site of the 
present day Latin Quarter. Radio, 
they were saying, was the death 
knell of show business. 

Talking pictures came along and 
that, said the sages, was definitely 
the end of Broadway and show 
business. According to the way they 
put it, practically the only plays 
presented on a stage would be at 
high school commencements. 

Now television is on its way, and 
the same old cry resounds through | 
the radio studios, the picture studios, | 
the theatres, night clubs and even | 
the ball parks and prizefight arenas. | 
No one’s going to come, they can sit | 
home and listen and watch. 

Well, I don’t bélieve it. I think | 
felevision will draw from all} 
branches of show business for its | 


talent and I think it'll increase the | 
income of all branches of show busi- | 
ness. Radio actors play films, the | 
iheatre and even night clubs. 


will television performers, whose 


j 





i 
| 


So | 


hanced by the new medium. 
More Big Namés Than Ever 


Film names have generally loomed 
larger as in-person draws ‘than most 
purely radio names because the 
people have been able to see as well 
as hear their favorites, With tele- 
vision they’ll be able to see and hear 
*em and I think there will be more 
big names than ever. 

As I said, I think films, radio and 
ihe stage are three tributaries that 
will sweep the big river of tele- 
vision. Along the banks this picks up 
something of its own. To get away 
from the river metaphor, television 
will make some people who other- 
wise could never had been heard of. 
Remember Rudy Vallee’s first big 
success? Had Rudy been born 20 
years earlier he would’ have re- 
mained obscure all his life. Without 
the radio to carry his voice, with its 
own intimate appealing quality, into 
the listeners’ homes he would have 

been, at best, sax playing leader of 

a small band. Unaided, Vallee’s 

voice couldn't have filled an average 
size theatre to compete with the big 
volume singers of the day. 
Television will find people who 
are just as suited, particularly, to 
that medium as Vallee is to radio. 
Another quality of television 
shows will, I think, be their fresh, 
unrehearsed naturalness. 
the ideal field for the boys and girls 
who are talented ad libbers. Some 


people think that television shows 


will be as carefully planned as a 
movie but I don’t agree. Pictures 


can be filmed again and again until | 


they're perfect. Besides, a lot more 
footage is shot than ever appears on 
the screen, so a movie producer can 
be pretty extravagant in making a 
picture. In television the show 
rehearsed, telecast and that’s that. 
Whatever mistakes are made are 
witnessed by the millions who, even- 
tually, will own the receivers. 


The way I look at it, the best way | 
to get a television show together is | 


Jike a radio show, with about as 
much rehearsal. Since the perform- 
ers won't be able to read scripts 
they'll have to get a general idea of 
ine way ithe lines go and fill in the 
gaps in their memories with ad libs. 


Perhaps it may turn out that the, 


most gifted extemporaneous talkers 
wre the greatest television perform- 
ers. 

The casual effect that television 
ehows should have will be height- 
ened, 1 think, by the atmosphere in 
which they'll be seen and heard. In 
films, the audiences are seated in a 
darkened theatre, they have to be 
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reputations will be even more en- | 


a 





comparatively quiet and in many 
cases they can’t evcn smoke. 
Television shows will reach people 
at home where they might be eat- 
ing, drinking, dressing, having com- 
pany in for the evening, or doing 
anything else that people do at 
home, 
takes all these factors into consider- 
ation will probably build the best 


| shows. 


Television is a new thing. Its pos- 
sibilities haven't even begun to be 
realized. New improvements in its 
reproduction and new ways to adapt 
talent to it will be discovered as 
time passes. But, like almost any 


; new invention, its end result will be 
;more employment for sho 


w people, 
musicians, actors, writers, producers 
and technicians. (Aside to Fred 
there’ll even be more vice- 
presidents and more entertainment 
for the public.) 

(Eighth in a series on television) 


Chi Tele Sets Up 





1,0007, in 8 Mos, 


Chicago, Aug. 5. 
Number of installed television sets 
in the Chicago area, which includes 
the suburbs, has jumped over 1,000% 


within the past eight months. In a} 


survey conducted. by an_ outside 
checking organization for WBKB, 
the Balaban & Katz tele operation, 
it was found that as of July 29 that 
thesé sets totalled 4,331, as compared 
to the 425 sets that prevailed in the 
Same area in November, 1946: A 
significant disclosure of the checkup 
was that despite the feverish rush 


jamong tavernkeepers for tele re- 


ceivers since the first of the year 
the number of video screens in the 


WBKB Hikes Rate 


Chicago, Aug. 5. 
First boost in ad rates of 
WBKB, tele station here take 
effect Aug. 15 with a raise from 
$200 an hour to $375. Old rate 
was based on distribution of 
5,000 sets. New rates prevail 
until as many as 15,000 receivers 
are in use. Official number of 
sets in Chicago as Aug. 1 was 

4.554. : 
Majority of the current spon- 
sors have signed new contracts 
under the old rate, which will 











It will be 


still apply for 26 weeks more if 
signed before deadline date. 


a 








| home led the tavern group by a sub- 
faerie margin. This upsets an im- 
| pression commonly nurtured among 
| Chicago agency execs. 

The breakdown of the tally of sets 
in Chicago proper, taking in home, 
taverns and other places of business, 
such as department stores and elec- 
| trical appliance and retailer tele- 
|vision stores where sets are set up 
\for regularly invited audiences, shows 
| that the home receivers rate 50% as 
|against 36% for taverns. With the 





| sets installed around the suburbs of | half-hour show 


'Chicago included switches to 71% 
(Continued on page 30) 


Marlowe Sets Adventure 
Series on 16 & 35 Film 


Series of 13 television adventure 
shows on film is currently being 
offered for sale by Harvey Marlowe 
Television Associates to stations and 
ad agencies Ser “Was. produced 
by Marlowe in collaboratien with 
Tom ‘Terriss, former worldwide 
film cameraman, and will be titled 
“Tom Terriss’ Tales of Mystery.” 

Series is being shot on 35m stack, 
with sound dubbed in on a sound- 
| track. Prints on 16m stock will also 
| be made available. 








The television producer who | 


CBS Off Color as It Plans 
Step Into Black-White 


With Chicago Station Bid 


| 

i 

| Washington, Aug. 5. 

| Indicating complete abandonment 
|of its hopes for color tele any time 
|soon, CBS put its foot firmly in the 
| black-and-white television picture 
last week .with a bid for a com- 
mercial’ station in Chicago. Net is 
already licensee of WCBS-TV, New 
York City. Action leaves only one 
of Chicago's seven video slots un- 
claimed. 

CBS asked for the No. 11 slot for 
a 5 kw sound and picture operation. 
Construction costs are pegged at 
$307,693 and monthly losses of $8,000 
are expected during the _ station’s 
early days. CBS vice-prexy H. Les- 


lie Atlass and WBBM manager 
'Frank Falknor will. run the tele 
operation. Net will be on the air 


only 12 hours a week initially. Net 
programs will be exchanged with 
| WCBS-TV and CBS has an arrange- 
jment with Bamberger’s WTVW, 
| Washington station to hahdle pick- 
ups out here. 

NBC, ABC, Paramount’s WBKB, 
WGN-TV are already authorized 
for video operation in Chicago. 








Johnson-Kennedy Corp., licensee of | 





| 





| WIND, has a tele bid on file with | 


FCC, 


‘CINCY’S WLW READYING 
FIRST VIDEO STATION 


Cincinnati, Aug. 5. 

First of the Cincy stations to begin 
setting up for television, WLW is 
preparing to emerge from the ex- 
perimental stage within a few 
months. Roscoe Duncan, chief tele- 
vision engineer for the past three 
years, has been appointed acting di- 
rector of video operations. He 
formerly was with television depart- 
ments of both RCA and Philco and 
holds patents on the blocking tube 
oscillator in 13 contries. 

Cincy had its initial closeup of 
video when the RCA television cara- 
van staged a three-day show in Roll- 
man’s department store, which at- 
tracted an estimated 100,000 persons. 
Talent from WKRC, CBS outlet, 
participating in the RCA programs 
included June Black, contralto; Tom 
McCarthy, newscaster; Dick Nesbitt, 
sports spieler; Penny Pruden, home 
| economist; Bob Snyder, ork leader, 
'and Byron Taggart, emcee. 


Electric, Beer on TAP 


Chicago, Aug. 5. 

Union Electric Co. St. Louis, 
Signed Television Advertising Pro- 
| ductions, Chicago, as its exclusive 
|video agents. TAP will produce a 
called “Tele-Quiz- 
|Calls” for the utility over KSD-TV 
| for 52 weeks. 














Inside Television 


Although no television engineer will venture a guess as to what makes 


is 


it happen, reports of tele shows being received thousands of miles out- 
side the standard transmitter-to-horizon radius continue to roll in. Latest 
comes from an engineer in Indianapolis, who wrote NBC tele officials in 


missions and asked to be put on the mailing list for program schedules. 
Reports have also been received of experimental sets in’ New Mexico 

picking up tele shows transmitted from N. Y. and there’s one instance on 

record of a set-owner on Long Island receiving a show aired from BBC 





the high-frequency video waves skip across some unidentified barrier 
in the stratosphere. 
of the waves in some unexplained manner, 





circles. 
Ait. 


sets daily figure. 


latter fact, it's believed, is the ice-breaking done for apartment house 
installations by the acceptance of Telicon’s master antenna system by the 
Television Broadcasters Assn. 
arbitrarily refused to permit installation of any sets now have reversed 





for each set in a building. 


| 





| 


Indianapolis engineer attributed it to a “bending” | 


Many apartment house owners who had|ATL combination schooi 


| 
| 
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DuMont Ups Time Rates to Pro Class: 
Some New Rises Go as High as 1667, 


4 
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DuMont’s Ratio 
Despite the fact that the FCC 
has not yet set a ratio for tele- 
vision .between commercial time 
and program time, WABD (‘Du- 
Mont, N. Y.) has established its 
own system, to become effective 


Sept. 1 with the new _ rate 
schedule. Ratio, ranging from 
one minute, 15 seconds for a 


five-minute nighttime show, up 
to six minutes for an hour show 
is, according to DuMont toppers, 
“determined largely on the in- 
terest value of the commercial 
for the majority of viewers.” 

Ratio follows closely that 
adopted by the FCC for radio 
programming, including’ three 
minutee of commercial time for 
the usual half-hour show. Until 
the FCC makes such ratios into 
law, however, DuMont has 
stated that it may “depart on 
occasions” from the _ schedule 
established. As a possible lure 
to attract more daytime pro- 
gramming, the web will permit 
four-and-a-half minutes of com- 
mercials for a half-hour show 
aired from noon to 6 p.m., as 
against the three minutes al- 
lowed for the same time segment 
from 6 to 11 p.m. 








WABD in Sharp 
Fall Revamp 


Revamped programming schedule 
for the fall, including a 13-week 
series of half-hour dramatic shows, 
is currently being mapped out by 
WABD, DuMont’s N. Y. tele outlet. 
Expansion plans calls for the addi- 
tion of three new directors to the 
staff and four new members to the 
production unit now being set up 
by production designer Jim Mc- 
Naughton. 

Biggest item on WABD's fall pro- 
gram, but the ‘one that locks most 
tenuous at the moment, is airing of 
the World Series: With the N. Y. 
Yankees, whose home games Du- 
Mont has televised all season, prac- 
tically a certainty for the series, Du- 
Mont has hopes of wrapping up these 
games and is already talking terms 
with two national advertisers. In ad- 
dition to the Yanks’ winning the 
pennant, though, DuMont must also 
await permission from Commissioner 
A. B. (“Happy”) Chandler to tele- 
vise the series, then outbid other 
broadcasters for the rights and sign 
on its sponsor. 

WABD has already obtained rights 
to all home games of the Yankees’ 
professional football team and _ is 
currently dickering with several 
neighboring college teams for their 
Saturday afternoon sports cards. 
WTTG, the web's outlet in Washing- 
ton, has signed on the Univ. of 
Maryland, some of whose games may 
be transmitted to N. Y. over the Bell 
System’s coaxial cable. To round out 
its sports card, DuMont will continue 
picking up boxing and wrestling 
bouts from Jamaica Arena Tuesday, 
Thursday and Friday nights. 

New directors, who will be taught 
the trade tricks by staffer Paul 
Belanger with an assist from Bob 
Loewi, will handle the dramatic se- 
ries. Also to be added to the fall 
schedule is the Belanger-McNaugh- 
ton package, ‘Carnival,’ for which 
DuMont is still seeking a sponsor. 
Chevrolet will continue sponsorship 
of its Tuesday night western film 


/and Bob Emery’s “Small Fry Club,” 
|N. Y. that he had received consistently good images from the WNBT trans- | 7 


now aired across the board, will re- 
main, with the possible addition of 
a bank-roller. 





in England. Best explanation offered so far for the freak pickups is that Amer. Tele Starts School 


For Video Stock Units 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 


American Telecasting, a new 


Optimistic estimates that 500 new television sets daily will be installed branch of the American Television 
in N. Y. homes after Aug. 15 are something of an eye-opener to ad agency | Laboratories 


here, which -S._ R. 


Estimates are based by station managers on the fact that 11 | Rabinoff heads, has been formed to 
different manufacturers now feed sets to some 2.800 dealers in the Greater | package 
New York area. Manufacturers are confident their production lines will | derived from its school which vet 
be rolling sufficiently fast by the middle of the month to reach the 500, thesp William Farnum will head. 


live video productions 


Plan is to train crews of actors, 


Most of the dealers, it's pointed out, still have long lists of unfilled | directors, prodticers, etc.. into tele- 
orders, with new orders continually rolling in. Chief reason for the | stock units, a plan previously ad- 


vanced by Patrick Michael Cun- 
ning. Shows «would be piped from 
und pro- 
duction pool to station buyers here. 


themselves completely, allowing tenants to erect even individual antennas In addition, road companies would 


| be built to travel elsewhere, 


+ DuMont television,-inditating that 
it’s now ready to make the switch 
from experimental to commercial 
operation, last week became the first 
to boost its time rates in accordance 
with the increase in the number of 
sets now in circulation. Web an- 
nounced a new rate schedule to be- 
come effective Sept. 1 for WABD, 
its N. Y. flagship station, with the 
new scale in some instances up 166% 
over prices hitherto in effect. 

Pointing out that its current rate 
schedule was set in April, 1946, ata 
time when there were less than 
5,000 sets in homes throughout met- 
tropolitan N. Y., WABD station man- 
ager John McNeil cited the fact 
the number of sets has risen more 
than six times since then. Current 
estimates place the number of home 
sets in the Greater New York area 
at anywhere from 33,000-66,000, with 
another 2,000 sets now installed in 
bars and taverns. Total audience, 
consequently, has increased from 
about 25,000 (at an average of five 
viewers to a set) to well over 150,000. 

Although DuMont plans for day- 
time programming are still in the 
nebulous stage, the new rate card 
fakes ayem time into account by 
dividing the day into three segments, 
comprising the noon to 6 p.m. hours, 
6 to 7 p.m. and 7 to 1l p.m. Rates 
for the latter segment, naturally the 
choicest, range from $800 per hour 
to $80 per minute for either studio 
or remote shows. Station breaks are 
also to be charged for at $80 each. 

Rates for the 6-7 p.m. slot range 
from $650 per hour to $65 per min- 
ute, with daytime charges scaled 
from $500 per hour to $50 per min- 
ute. Charges include all facilities, 
including use of the transmitter, with 
a 20% discount offered when film 
only is used on periods of five 
minutes or more. 


Rehearsal Time Charges 

Rehearsal time is to be charged 
for at $75 for the first hour and 
$37.50 for each succeeding consecu- 
tive half-hour, or any portion of a 
half-hour. Under. DuMont’'s insist- 
ence that a six to one ratio be re- 
quired for studio rehearsal time, the 
overall charge for one hour in the 
7-11 p.m. time segment would be 
$1,250. DuMont will let a show go in 
at less rehearsal time, though, if the 
program “is such that, in our opin- 
ion, a lesser rehearsal period will 
suffice.” Producers will have access 
to any of DuMont’s available studios 
and one to four cameras. Studio is 
to be provided for film show re- 
hearsal at 10% of the charges in ef- 
fect for daytime programming. All 
charges-are subject to the standard 
15% ad agency commission. 

DuMont’s WTTG in Washington is 
also in operation now, with shows 
originating in N. Y. available to the 
D. C. outlet via the Bell System's 
coaxial cable. No rates have been 
set yet for network charges, with 
DuMont announcing that such 
charges are “available upon request.” 
Additional chargés are to be made 
for production of commercials, to be 
determined by the type of commer- 
cial agreed on and the amount of 
preparation involved. 

Although the announcement ac- 
companying the new rate card 
doesn’t go into the matter, DuMont 
is expected to continue its policy of 
allowing an outside producer or di- 
rector to handle a show even during 
its actual airing. Policy is opposed 
to that of NBC, which demands that 
its own staffer take over once a show 
is ready to go on the air. DuMont 
will cooperate with outside produc- 
ers by making available its entire 
production staff without charge in 
|arranging and preparing shows. Ad- 
|ditional charges will be levied, how- 
jever, for shows “requiring special 
‘production or origination outside of 
station studios.” 

Both NBC and CBS, meanwhile, 
‘are expected to follow DuMont’ 
lead in the near future by upping 
itheir time rates. NBC currently 
|charges $850-per’ hour for live studio 
shows, including five hours of free 
rehearsal time. CBS, which has 
eliminated ail live studio program- 
ming in favor of films and remotes, 
charges $150 per hour for film 
shows, 


KSD’S NEW TRANSMITTER 
St. Louis, Aug. 5. 
KSD, owned and operated by the 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch, (Pulitzer’, 
will put its new tele transmitter 1))- 
to official use Thursday (7) with 4p 
all-day program that will feature 
talks by George M. Burbach, stativ 
| head, and Niles Trammell, prexy of 
NBC. 
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FCC Sets Procedure for Dual 


Station-Church Leases, License 


,% 





Washington. Aug. 5. ¢ 

Pattern for future FCC action | 
where stations have contracted | 
ether-time to third parties over sev- 


eral-year periods was spelled oak | 
last week when the Commission | 
okaved separate licenses for station | 
WAIT, Chicago, and the Christian 
Catholic Church of Zion. 

WAIT’s license had been held up 
by FCC because of a contract which 
automatically turned cver the hours 
between 11 and 1 p.m. and 2 to 5) 
p.m. Sundays to the Ch'rch, former 
owner of the station. Commission 
said this was a delegation of WAIT’s 
responsibility as a station licensee 

Under the new arrangement, Gene 


Dyer continues to operate WAIT ex- 
cept for the Sunday hours when the 


church becomes the licensee, and 
leases WAIT’s facilities for its 
weekly broadcasts. Similar setup is | 


already in existence at WBBL, Rich- | 
mond, where the Grace Covenant} 
Presbyterian Church is licensed to 
be on the air on Sundays only. 

Meanwhile, the most dramatic of 
all Church-station conflicts on use of | 
air time moved toward solution last 
week, when the Churchill Taber- 
nacle of Buffalo, filed sales applica- 
tion with FCC to buy WKBW,|! 
Buffalo for an estimated $375,000. 

Church has a. court suit against 
WKBW for breach of contract and 
also has filed a competing applica- 
tion with FCC for WKBW’s facilities. 
Both will be dropped if FCC ap- 
proves this transfer, 

Trouble arose when FCC last year 
denied licenses to then commonly- 
owned WGR and WKBW because of 
contracts which gave the Tabernacle | 
17% hours of free radio time on the 
stations for the next 100 years and 
also the right of reverter of license 
in case either station was sold. The | 
court upheld FCC in part but re-| 
manded the case back for further | 
consideration. 

It was believed, inasmuch as the | 
sales contract involves so many past 
obligations and contracts between 
WKBW and the church, the FCC 
may waive the AVCO procedure of | 





| 


land Charles Caldwell, 


Bud Barry Holds Off On 


Naming ABC Successor 
Charles (Bud) Barry planed back | 
to N. Y. from Hollywood last week 
to wade his 
ABC veepee in charge of programs 
and television, succeeding 
Samish, who’s moving over 
Dancer-Fitzgerald-Sample 
prexy of Show Productions 
said he would put off naming 
own successor as director of 
grams until he had a chance to get 
settled in his new assignment and 
determine the responsibilities to be 
detailed to his top lieutenant. 


into new job 


to the 


Barry 


New ABC program topper, who 
went to the Coast four weeks ago 


with Paul Whiteman for the latter’s 


Hollywood debut as a disk jockey, 
reports he didn’t sign any new shows 
on the Coast; just mainly looked 


|over the net’s Coast operations. 


Whiteman is remaining on the 
Coast two more weeks chiefly to 
wire-record a batch of interviews 
with film colonists. Maestro has cut 
down the guestshots on his hour- 
long platter. stanza from two to one 
a day, but lately was down to a 
backlog of 10 or 12 recorded guest 


| interviews. 





WMPS Goes to War 


Memphis, Aug. 5. 
WMPS and the Memphis Press- 
Scimitar have teamed up in a “war 
on flies” in light of recent medical 
evidence that the fly carries polio. 
"A new series, supported by daily 
articles in the p.m. sheet, was en- 
|gineered by Harry LeBrun, station 
director; Matty Brescia, promotion 
manager; Zollie Howard, Press- 
Scimitar managing editor; Kay Al- 
len, the station’s women’s director; 
assigned by 
the paper as “fly war correspondent.” 
Blasts will continue weekly. 


competitive bidding when stations | County health authorities report ser- 


are on the block. 


ies already getting results. 


To Build Up ‘Rumpus Room’ 


Chicago, Aug. 5. 

Johnny Olson, 
Seated” (ABC), has asked Feature 
Productions, which controls the 
show, to release him from his cen- 
tract as soon as it can find some one 
to replace him. Olson wants to get 
back to New York where he has an 





as | 
Adrian | 
agency as | 


his 
pro- | 
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Mondays, 7:30 P.M., EDST, NBC 


* 
ANGOSTURA TIME 


Saturdays, 5:30 P.M., EDST 
Mutual 


* 
EDDIE DUCHIN SHOW 


Monday, August 11 — Wednesday, August 13 
Friday, August 15 
ABC, 4:30 P.M., EDST 


FOR KREML HAIR TONIC 
Phone LA. 4-1200 


TIGH 


IN MELODY 


ATLANTIC CO. 


WUPPERMAN co. 








account interested in his “Rumpus 
|Room” idea. The latter would be 
his own production. 


“Ladies” in January, 1944. 
i tract with Feature Productions has 
until next September to go. How- 
|ever, he’s committed te appear with 
“Ladies” at the Illinois State Fair, 
Aug. 11-15. s 
Aunt Jemima Flour 
Oats) and Toni Cream Cold Wave 
are co-sponsors of “Ladies.” 


| 
i Olson took over 
| 
| 


Supreme Court Decisions 
To Be Dramatized in New 
‘High Tribunal’ Package 


“High Tribunal,” new radio pack- 
age dramatizing important cases that 
have come up before the U. S. Su- 


by Saul Carson, 

Show will discuss some of the de- 
cisions that have made prominent 
headlines and changed the course of 
U. S. history. Emphasis won't be on 
criticism, pro and con, of the Court’s 
decisions, but on the drama inherent 
in those cases. One stanza will 
handle the Dred Scott case; another 
the NRA upset; etc. Occasionally, 
cases that terminated in the U. S. 
Circuit Court of Appeals will also 
get their dramatic airing via this 
program. 

Plan is to engage a top star to 
head the cast as parf of the package. 
Shows will be written by Carson, 
with a staff of legal researchers dig- 
ging up the authentic material and 
briefing the cases directly from the 
records of the Supreme Court, 


Mildred Fenton is handling the 
Carson package for placement. For- 
mer is now on the Coast, where 
she’s also representing Carson in a 
deal for filming of an original story 
he did for films, titled “Chicken 
Today—Feathers Tomorrow.” 


IVES’ MUTUAL STANZA 
DUE FOR GUESTAR HYPO 


Hutchins ad agency is out to 
hoist the Burl Ives show out of the 
Hooperating cellar. Balladeer’s 15- 
minute Mutual stanza for Philco 
will be hypoed beginning Aug. 15 
via addition of a guestar each 
week, the Dick Davis Quartet, and 
a studio audience to play to. 

According to Pearson Mapes, 
Hutchins veepee, the feeling has 
developed that Ives’ troubadour- 
ing, plattered like Bing Crosby’s 
Philco stint, built a small and fierce- 


freelance scripter. 





season on the kilocycles, 
|added features to give it a Satis- 
factory audience pull. 
Unlike Crosby’s show, 
which relies heavily on top name 
guests for extra pull, the guest 
policy for the Ives stanza will be 
to pick them for their value in 
complementing the balladeer’s per- 
sonality. Initialer under the new 
format will have Aunt Jenny of the 
“Breakfast Club” in the guest spot. 


Ives’ first year under Philco bank- 
rolling won't be up until mid-Octo- 
ber, which apparently gives him a 
chance, what with some added coin 
, being poured into his show, to make 
'a more impressive showing before 
itis time rolls around, 


| ica RDG Head Denies 
Any Strike Action Move 


however, 








Chicago, Aug.-5. 
Burr Lee, 
| rectors Guild, denied reports that lo- 


cal chapter would meet this week to 


empower national negotiating com- | 
Lee said that | 
strike action would be in direct con- | 
flict with the no-strike clause in the! 


mittee to call a strike. 


that while the 
would probably give the 
body a vote of confidence, 
action would take place 


present coniract and 
| chapter 
national 
no local 


that would be in conflict with body- | 


wise action. 

Chi local 
most of 
trying to 
ithe nets 
| agent. 


has Over 75 members. 
them freelance RDG is 
obtain recognition from 
as director's 


m.c. on “Ladies | 


the m.c. spot on | 
His. con- 


(Quaker | 


preme Court, has been wrapped up | 


ly loyal audience during its initial | 
but needed | 


head of Chi Radio Di- | 


Olson Asks Out in ‘Ladies’ 'NEW 500G STUDIOS SET 


FOR TWIN CITY’S KSTP 


Minneapolis, Aug. 5. 

KSTP, Twin City NBC outlet, has 
purchased property straddling< the 
Minneapolis-St. Paul city line on 
which to erect a new $500,000 radio 
station building. Stanley E. Hub- 
bard, KSTP general manager, says 
plans for the new KSTP home to 
house its AM, FM and television are 
near completion and construction 
will start soon. 


The new three-story 





building will 


be 82 by 136 feet, with a 6,350-foot 
itelevision and FM antenna at the 
lrear. The radio station will include 
\six studios. There'll be complete 
isound treatment and isolation by 
“floating” the studios within the 
buiiding structure, according to 


| Hubbard. 

Two studios will walls and 
ceilings using poly-cylindrical and 
convexly-sprayed surfaces to insure 
brilliance of broadcasts. A full-stage 
auditorium studio, with acoustical 
characteristics to suit each type of 
program, will seat several hundred 
persons, Hubbard says. 

The eventual development also 
contemplates a $3,000,000 retail ten- 
ter. 


have 





Twin City Announcers 
Switch From Newspaper 
Guild to AFRA Setup 


Minneapolis, Aug. 5. 
In one of the few deals of its kind 
WTCN announcers Monday (4) 
switehed allegiance from 
Newspaper Guild under which they 
had been organized to American 
Federation of Radio Artists. 


Signing of new contract awaits 
only settlement of a minor technical 
point, attorney Lee Loevinger said. 
Loevinger, as attorney for AFRA, 
handled negotiations, He has also 
served as attorney for Newspaper 
Guild, which made no objection to 
the realignment. 

The announcers, eight of whom 
are affected, themselves voted to 
make the switch. A new contract 
does not affect status of other WTCN 
employees covered under News 
Guild contract. The new contract 
calls for a minor increase in pay, 
otherwise status of announcers is lit- 
tle affected. 

AFRA contracts already cover an- 
nouncers in all other Twin City sta- 
tions. except KSTP, where nego- 
tiations have been sporadic. 

AFRA, Sept. 2, will award an hon- 
orary card to Minneapolis ‘Mayor 
Hubert H. Humphrey. The card 
was voted by the national organiza- 
tion in recognition of his friendli- 
ness with radio and other show peo- 
ple. Humphrey, incidentally, for- 
| merly did radio news analyses. 





‘Terry’ Chi-Bound 
Chicago, Aug. 5. 

Latest of radio programs to move 
to Chicagé is the juve cross-the- 
board strip, “Terry and the Pirates” 
| which will originate here over ABC 
|in the 5:15 p.m. slot, starting Aug. 
12. Other ABC shows that have 
moved to Chi in the past two 
months are “Ladies Be Seated” and 
the “Bobby Doyle” show. 

Quaker Oats will resume sponsor- 
ship of “Terry” Aug. 26 through 
Sherman & Marquette. 





American | 
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Crosby Starts Plattering 
Philco Shows on Aug. 10: 
May Not Wax in Britain 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 

Although Bing Crosby isn’t slated 
to hit the air in the teeoff of his 
second season for Philco until the 
last Wednesday in September or the 
first‘one in October, he has set the 
plattering of his fall preem for Aug. 
10, with a second show to be cut 
within a week after that. 

It'll be a month ahead of the i 
Crosby expected to return 
waxworks, but there have been de- 
velopments. Seems the Groar 
wants to go moosehunting late t} 


to tt! 


e 


eT 


s 
summer, and he’s scheduled to shi 

up on the Paramount lot in Septem- 
ber to start filming his next starrer, 
“A Connecticut Yankee.” So the 


initial plattering*sessions have 


opce 


| pushed forward to assure Philco of 





its fall airers in case Crosby's day 
are crowded in September. 

H. Pearson Mapes, Philco account 
exec. of the Hutchins agency, which 


handles the show, arrived last week 


> 


to be-on hand for the waxings. 
Whether the Groaner will kick off 
the season in duet with his usual 


sidekick, Bob Hopeff, or some other 
guest, hasn’t been disclosed. Philco 
will definitely, however, continue 
stress on top name guests to hypo 
the Bingsday broadcasts. 

Possibility has now developed that 
Crosby won’t wax any shows in 


Britain, where he’s slated to make 
a couple of pictures for J. Arthur 
Rank next year. His “Yankee” film 


for Par is expected to hold him in 
Hollywood until near the end of the 


| year, and it’s now believed he may 


not head for England until the 
spring or summer of 1948. In this 
case, he probably would cut enough 
shows ahead to finish off his season 


; before sailing. 





TRIO FROM BRENEMAN'’S 
Hollywood, Aug. 5 

Tom Breneman’s now originates 
radio» shows morning, noon and 
night, probably marking a first for 
remote pickup sites. Yesterday (4) 
at midnight it introduced “Holly- 
wood Holiday” to the ABC web, with 
Jack McElroy m.c.’ing the combina- 
tion floor show and audience partici- 
pation airshow. 

Eatery-nitery is the site of ABC's 
“Breakfast at Breneman’s at nine 
am. and Mutual’s§ afternooner, 
“Heart’s Desire.” 
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: Miller’s Plug WMEX Allowed to File New ‘ 
ont! Nadie Setup arp hevamp. Washington, Aug. 5. § Standards 
NAB prexy Justin Miller, who FM R Cla | 
; has been boosting BMB on every equest as Im 4S ° 
front, got in another plug last M d Th C . | 0 ti d 
Due to New Personnel Changes) ‘i sss Ss:.?dscin | Made That Coin Is On Hand) (Jn School Courses 
to set up shop on a permanent Washington, Aug. 5. jam 
Montreal, Aug. 5, |decade and m.c. and producer of basis. 4 _ It looks like WMEX, Boston, or Washington, Aug. 5, of 
The local radio setup is fast chang- | Many special programs, has already Miller said idea was approved |iginally denied an FM franchise in| NAB moved last week to set up hs 
ing in programming appearance fol- |line up a one-hour daily morning by both NAB and BMB boards. Boston because it didn't show | standards for rapidly mushrooming fre 
lowing recent developments, the| broadcast with the new station, He declared: “Broadcasters now | enough blue chips to underwrite the | courses in radio on the high school a 
latest being the resignations from|CKVL, in nearby Verdun, starting have the opportunity to give pers | operation, will get in the FM picture | and college level. A newly formed sa 
se aint hatin _ | yesterday (4), manent support to the principle | after all. Educational Standards Committee 
the personnel of C.B.F., the Cana “? igre : . : ’ é ; nittee m 
lic Broadcastin Corporation’s Reasons for the trio’s resignations of standardized uniform: meas FCC last week turned down the |held its first meeting (29) to work M 
oy ll Sheets teas + g I a a Ae 8 ; urement. If. properly supported | company’s request for a rehearing 0n|on methods of accrediting ' | 
main French station, of Roger Baulu, | are reported to be the fact that the eae e : “ji , g such U. 
Paul Leduc and Jean Monte. All| policies of C.BF. are restricted, both | 2%4 directed, BMB can supply |its FM bid, but added that WMEX courses and to establish constant to 
th oe . i I 7 freelanc after many financially and artistically " Con. basic measurements and factual could file a new request for one of | liaison between educational institus 
ust yer age . ° Sige er ee Mh pee ans Seth background which will inspire the two reserved Class B FM slots |tions and the radio industry 
years with the French network of |trolled by the federal government, Peet.» ; sie 4 : 2 : al 2 j stry, ur 
the C.B.C. here. |it operates with too much red tape ere Seen ine part of those in Boston, . FCC had rapped the NAB committee stressed needs of bl 
Leduc will go on independently |@"d keeps its roster of producers who use it. station for its racing shows, a of | broadcasters for qualified personnel ai 
eau ig tl reekly “Radio-Cara- | and staffers limited in initiative. as ms | time-brokers and heavy larding of /and urged uniform standards to fu 
Cee ocak ttndiin tte ri ee Cc ee aa | parue ts wamaaied ty ha a |spots on its foreign-language stints,| measure radio curricula now avail. a 
a ; sean nua, dhe wan en Ze gy ola: “M om ant any OF LOTS OF SPONSORED | but had given lack . ae only |able to students and ex-Gl’s. Com. U 
1e XT montn ; - § VS iS n F as g rs a} reaso PAY “nv y he wi ense. . 6 ale ud « ale : 
will be on the air again after a sum- | starting next month and Baulu’s GRIDCASTS ON GRIDDLE | Sree éseceie that 7 Bs gg omard yon ening yt te cag nse 1 P! 
mer layoff. The former was spon- | contract with this new station defi- | $10,000 profit picked up during the | at work in nile to lepers oan oa k 
sored by O'Keefe Brewery last see- nieany egy its preg sti With football season in the offing | first six months of '47, it now has| performance. Committee members 
row sponsors next autumn, The tat |ing soon to surpass all other local |D¢Xt month, broadcasters have be- |$40,0000 in cold cash set aside just| include: Ralph W. Hardy, KSL, a 
or oP aes is keeping its regular back- stations in new ideas using new as | 8Un lining up bankrollers for the < eh rong pots gta ye Lact i a ht ag sg aereed bie tet th 
" : Satie oe cai ae nade tiene we. : 9, s year w 7h}. C. Sowell, ‘+; Judith C. Wal- A 
er, Molson Brewery. Both programs pads as established stars and person- play-by-play coverage of collegiate would enable it to go into FM. ler, NBC; and William B. Way, rte 
will still be aired by C.B.F. and its oneang and professional games. Aluminum] This is the second time financial |KVOO. : dis 
French network throughout the | - Corp. of America, in its first major | difficulties have gotten the station tag 
province. Baulu, most efficient of | |venture into air advertising, has|into trouble at FCC. Two FCC| Memphis—Allei Avery has taken tax 
the local commentators for the past JWT ‘Love’ Fee picked up the tab for all 10 of Ten- members registered strong dissents|}over as new chief announcer at dol 
= — nessee University’s games during }when WMEX won higher power in| WHHM, replacing Milton: Q. Ford agi 
vere §;the coming season .over WNOX,/1938, on the grounds that betwe ho i d 1 Se Sar Siang 
=a Continued from page 19 gaa ’ 00, e grounds that between | who jumped to WWDC, Washington. 
KKKKKKK* , aia Knoxville. Lowell Blanchard, local| April and December, 1936, WMEX . I 
appears, was informed by John U./ sports announcer, will handle the | appeared to have found $100,000 ad- aes 
Reber, radio veepee of the J. Walter | mike chore. |ditional financing but that no testi- ¥ 
ar e pase me rived "Saale. WHN, N. Y., will air the full | mony was given on its source, a 
ove has been a “pac 1- | schedule of Giant pro games this 
and-owned program; that the Morris | ¢41) with Old ro senaniina last Th 
~ 4 office, in handling the show for the year’s sponsorship. Lennen & Mit- of 
ins a iona agency, had a paying over €@/chell, ad agency handling the ac- SSC & B Ma 
weekly fee to the agency. . ‘ 
oe ; count, has not set the gabber as yet. Continued from page 19 M. 
Also, although sponsorship of the ; In Chicago, Atlas Brewing is under- to 
program had passed through other | writing all home and away games | rehearsals. Also, there might be a a 
agencies on behalf of their clients,|of the Cardinals over WJJD. Jack | saving on script fees, as there’d be 


Sales Management's “Sur- 
vey of Buying Power" gives 
the state of Connecticut two 
"firsts" in per family income 
and quality of market index. 
The city of Hartford and 
Hartford County are among 
the top three in their groups. 
THIS is a market, and the 
WDRC Primary Area gives 

ou the best big slice of it... 

949,927,000 in Retail Sales. 
Write for WDRC's new Mar- 
ket Study, with the whole 
story of how to Connect in 
Connecticut! 


Wm. F. Malo, Commercial Mgr, 
REPRESENTED BY RAYMER 





KKKK 


xkk 





it remained during its air career a 
JWT show, for which a weekly 
royalty was paid, with Reber, in ef- 
fect, “lend-leasing” it to the other 
agencies. 

Gibbs said it all was news to him 
and Miss Ridgway expressed com- 
plete surprise over the fact that 
JWT had been getting a weekly fee 
from the Morris office while show 
was aired under various commercial 
auspices. 


Reber says now that, if proper 
financial arrangements e« can be 
made, agency wants to dispose of 
property. But the upshot of the 
revelation is that Miss Ridgway 
wants no part of “Love” anymore 
and has abandoned her plans to 
script the new series. Instead she’s 
come up with a new package, “Fair 
Meadows,” also a once-weekly half- 
hour show which practically recap- 
tures the locale, the flavor and even 
the same cast as “Love.” Her sug- 
gested castings in the presentation 
to agencies includet, for example, 
such top performers as Nan Gray, 
Donald Woods, Alma Kruger, Tem- 
pleton Fox and Mary Gordon, all 
earryovers from “Love.” 


Meanwhile Miss Ridgway has also 
come up with another package, 
“Millionaire’s Alley.” a saga of kids 
who come to the big town and their 
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bid for the bigtime. 








TAKE THE GUESS OUT OF BUYING 


WITH WOV’S 4 Gadi 
| 


We want you to be a WOV sponsor 
with the knowledge of 5 AUDITED 
AUDIENCES, each a definitely dif- 
ferent group of purchasers; each the 
result of a penetrating revealing lis- 
tener survey. Get the facts on these 
§ AUDITED AUDIENCES today and 
---“TAKE THE GUESS OUT OF 
BUYING? 
Ralph N. Weil, General Manager 
John E. Pearson Co., National Representative 
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Brickhouse does the calling, replac- 
ing Bob Elson who did the job last 
year. Brickhouse handled the Giant 
games last year. 


RDG Pacts Coast NBC, 
ABC a la CBS Pact 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 

Radio Directors Guild and NBC 
and ABC have finally agreed on 
initial hamaster contracts and now 
attorneys for the nets are working 
out the language and forms of the 
pacts. They will closely follow the 
pattern set with CBS last month, 
granting $90 weekly as a basic mini- 
mum for beginners and $100 for two- 
year tenure men and up. 


Next the Guild will tackle Mutual, 
where initial feelers’ have already 
been made, but where it is now be- 
lieved that the RDG has no majority 
since several directors were moved 
into executive classifications. Any- 
how, Lewis Allen Weiss, Mutual- 





Don Lee topper here, will pose the 
question of RDG acceptability on the 
grounds that directors or producers 
as they are sometimes called, have 
hire-and-fire authority and therefore 
are employers or execs. 


Television Reviews 


Continued from page 23 


is typeof show which puts television 
in the “crystal set” stage. 

Main attraction of format is 
mystery guest who wears’ mask 
throughout and is questioned by 
Payne regarding climb to success. 
During conversation they drop clues 
for identifying purposes, and view- 
ers mail these hints plus correct 
answer to station. Various items, in- 
chiding compacts, nylons and ciga- 
rette cases are prizes. 


Lady in the mask, on program in 
question, was June Christy, who 
was not only seen, but heard in 
musical sequence when one of her 
recordings was played as hint. She 
gabbed with Payne who did neatly 
as talk-provoker, but wh®se actions 
were impulsive. His brisk and un- 
diplomatic brushoff of guest almost 
cost the blonde vocalist loss of poise. 

In course of their talk, Payne 
mentioned previous show’s stars, the 
Harmonicats, and in typical show 
biz manner, music of “Peg O° My 
Heart” hums in background. Seconds 
later the trio, with harmonicas at 
work, move into picture as surprise 
guests. Talent lineup was brightest 
asset of show, and despite very 
simply answered guessing game, 
their appearance perked things up. 

Linn Burton as announcer is re- 
cent addition and was improvement 
over constant presence in text and 
commerciais of same figure and 
voice. However, they could make 
wiser use of Burton if he worked 
visually rather than as voice pro- 
jected from advertised tele set. 
Sponsor writes his own commercials 
for show, but doesn't take advantage 
of the creative medium he is paying 
for. Commercials are flat, sordid 
pieces of copy and could use injec- 
tion of something which would sell, 





not detract. 





virtually no extra typewriter exer- 
cise for the writers. Stauffer is said 
to be working out just such wrinkles 
with many of the name performers 
during his present Coast stay. 

Disk Possibility 

Another possibility is that the re- 
broadcasts might be done via re- 
cording, with different commercials 
dubbed in. That would probably al- 
low greatly reduced talent cost. 
Although such a series would be un- 
acceptable to either NBC or CBS, 
since it would violate their no-re- 
cording rules, it would be a major 
acquisition for either ABC or Mu- 
tual. Particularly ABC, which is 
currently playing footy-footy with 
various advertisers and agencies to 
bolster its already potent Wednes- 
day night lineup, would undoubtedly 
make extensive concessions to land 
a series of this kind. 

However, if the series, either live 
or recorded, were to involve sub- 
stantially reduced talent fees, it 
would probably have to be cleared 
with the American Federation of 
Radio Artists (AFRA). The per- 
former union has-:nixed various such 
propositions in the past, although it 
has never rescinded the waiver it 
granted the Motion Picture Relief 
Fund for the “Screen Guild Theatre” 
series. It also permitted the Stage 
Door Canteen to make a similar re- 
duced-scale deal with Corn Products 
for the “Stage Door Canteen” pro- 
gram. 

On the other hand, when Chester- 
field proposed another such deal for 
“This Is the Army” several years 
ago, AFRA precipitated a _ violent 
row by forbidding it. In that case 
the beneficiary would have been the 
Army Relief Fund. 
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5,000 WATTS CBS 
NEW ENGLAND 
Gross: $180,000 Per Year 


Price: $185,000 
Including $16,000 
Cash and Accts. Receivable 
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New York 19, N. Y. 
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pased on a 25% freeze in remit- 
tances from Britain for a period 
of six months. Proposal leaves 
door open for extension of the 
freeze for a full year as a further 
concession to the Labor govern- 
ment if it turns down the six- 
month limit. Acceptance of 

MPA’s plan would effect a cut in 

U.S. remittances from $68,000,000 

to $51,000,000 annually. 

American companies’ agree 
under the plan to accumulate the 
plocked funds in Britain as an 
aid to her economy but want the 
funds to be withdrawn when the 
situation eases. Whether or not 
U. S. companies are ready to 
propose a higher figure than 
25% for the freeze ratio is not 
known. It was indicated, how- 
ever, that the MPA has several 
alternative plans in reserve if 
this one is found unacceptable. ] 
American film execs here have 

been encouraged by the unanimous 
display of reluctance among govern- 
ment chiefs to place such an import 
tax on U. S. films. But pressure for 
dollar exchange is forcing their hand 
against their wills. 

Last week Glenville Hall, M-P., 
and financial secretary to Dalton, ex- 
pressed his “deepest” affection for 
American films but, he said, the 
meeting of Parliament tomorrow and 
Thursday (7) will decide the fate 
of all luxuries, such as films, tobacco, 
radios, disks, etc. Hall reiterated 
the sentiments of John W. Belcher, 
M.P., and Parliamentary secretary 
to the British Board of Trade, who 
expressed himself the previous day. 

Both Hall and Belcher, speaking 
for Dalton and Sir Stafford Cripps, 


films would be imposed only because 
S osiieaameaaea 
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That’s a whale of a rating, 
But that’s what the Texas 
Rangers get at WGBI, Scran- 
ton, Pa. They get it with their 
famous transcription service— 

~which features the western 
and folk songs that never 
grow old. And they get the 
tall Hooper at 6:30 p. m., too, 
when there is a 37 per cent 
sets in use figure. Yes, Scran- 
ton listens to and likes the 
Texas Rangers. It’s no wonder 
WGBI renews year after year. 
Buy the Texas Rangers trans- 
criptions for your market. 
They build a big audience at 
WGBI and at scores of other 
stations, too. They can do the 
same for you. Wire, write or 
telephone. 


The Texas Rangers 


AN ARTHUR B. CHURCH PRODUCTION 
Pickwick Hotel @ Kansas City 6, Mo. 
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to Pic Tax 
of England's current economic stress 
and would be “most reluctantly” ap- 
plied as a “temporary” measure. 
Both agreed ‘that the ambiguous 
meaning of “temporary” should be 
clarified by a specific proviso. Both 
further agreed that it was impos- 
sible for American film interests to 
operate effectively with a sword of 
Damocles, in the form of a threat- 


ened revenue tax, hanging indefi- 
nitely over their heads, 


Parliamentary solons admitted 
that disgruntled newspaper inter- 
ests, irked over sharp paper cuts, 


were helping to foment the public 
“clamor” against U. S. films. Hall 
was deeply sympathetic to the idea 
that an ad valorem tax would set 
a bad precedent for other nations to 
follow. 

He struck an optimistic note by 
hinting that favorable terms in the 
forthcoming new American loan to 
Britain, and the Marshall plan, can 
yet avert an import tax. He re- 
iterated that Dalton’s act is law right 
now, but yet all concerned are mull- 
ing means to forestall need for any 
taxation. But when it becomes a 
question of cutting army expendi- 
tures and food rations, it becomes 
difficult to okay release of film dol- 
lars to the U. S. in face of the gen- 
eral clamor, he declared. 


At a secret government meeting 
last week, it is understood that Dal- 
ton proposed three plans for curtail- 
ing export of film dollars. One in- 
volved a tax based on his original 
idea of an import duty. Another 
involved a new version of the war- 
time dollar. freezing measures, simi- 
lar to that contained in the Johnston 


| plan. Third entailed a plan for great- 
Board of Trade president, stressed | 
that any customs tax on American 


er expenditure by American 
panies in British production. 

Local press has been barraging 
both J. Arthur Rank and Johnston 
for guesses on how much will be 
remitted to Britain from the U. S. 
on earnings from its films. VARIETY’s 
recent story, “Stix Still Nix British 
Pix,” has been widely reprinted. It’s 
generally estimated that the U. S. 
circuits’ guarantee of $12,000,000 to 
Rank next year will mean only 
$5,000,000 in remittable dollars. Rank 
has mentioned percentage increases 
for his pictures in the U. S., and 
Johnston hinted at Britain’s ability 
to remit “possibly considerably 
more” than the estimated $12,000,000. 
Neither, however, would hazard 
guessing at definite figures. 


2 MPA Survey 


owners despite assurances that 
what’s being made is purely a statis- 
tical survey to provide the industry 
as a whole with more information 
about itself. The industry has suf- 
fered almost from its very begin- 
nings for lack of detailed dope on 
itself. The MPA is the only im- 
portant trade association in the 
country with so little accurate data 
on the industry it serves. 

Eric Johnston, when he became 
MPA prexy, thought the situation 
appalling when no one could tell 
him with any assurance whatsoever 
such things as number of theatres 
in the U. S., number of seats, num- 
ber of admissions per week, aver- 
age b.o. price and similar details 
which trade organizations in other 
industries have at their fingertip. 
As a result he started a research 
program. 

First important project was the 
survey by exchange areas of num- 
ber of theatres, seats, how many 
houses play dual bills, how many 
weekly changes are made, and other 
facts. Plan was to release it in 31 
weekly installments, covering each 


com- 














exchange territory, with the first 


one—on Buffalo—also carrying a 
U. S. summary. Before the initial 
one was released, however, it was 
discovered that while data on some 
areas was comparatively complete 
and accurate, that was far from true 
in others. It was therefore decided 
to hold up the whole thing in an ef- 
fort to get better dope. ic 

In any case, the attempted survey 
has served to demonstrate to John- 
ston and other MPA toppers one of 
the reasons why the industry knows 
so little about itself. 





=, 








ee ees 





Artists (NVA). 





IMPORTANT NOTICE!! 


Owing to lack of space, we are obliged to discontinue the “Protected Mate- 
rial Deparment.” Therefore take notice that after the 15th day of Sep- 
tember, 1947, we shgl be obliged to dispose of all of said niaterial Paci 
Possession, and we “vill not be responsible for same after thirty (30) Gays 
from date of this notice. Please call in person and bring your receipt, 
Chis also includes all material formerly filed with the National Vaudeville 


Signed (BOARD OF DIRECTORS) NATIONAL VARIETY 
225 West 46th Street, New York 


AKTISTS, INC, 


INDPLS. WIBC GETS 
CHURCH AS GEN. MGR. 


Cincinnati, Aug. 5. 
Kenneth Church, exec vice-presi- 
dent in charge of sales at WCKY 
since December, 1944, when he 
transferred from WKRC, is resign- 
ing Aug. 30 to join WIBC, Indiana- 
polis. There he will become general 
manager, succeeding George Biggar, 
who takes over direction of WRFD. 
a new station in Worthington, O. 
There will be no replacement of 
Church at WCKY. L. B. Wilson, 
president and general manager of the 
station, will take on his duties. 











WCKY has terminated a contract 
of several years’ standing with Free 
and Peters as exclusive national 
sales representative and this week is 
opening its own office in New York 
)at 480 Lexington Ave. Ralph E. Mc- 
| Kinnie, lately with the Paul H. Ray- 
|mer agency, is in charge of the new 
branch, with Kathryn T. Callahan, 
formerly with the H. B. Humphrey 
agency, as assistant. 

Wilson is lining up sales facalities 
in Chicago and other markets. 





Hartford—Honorary degree of 
“State Farmer” has been awarded to 
Frank Atwood, farm program direc- 
tor of WTIC. Title was conferred 
at recent annual meeting of future 
|Farmers of America, organization of 
| boys studying vocational agriculture 
in Connecticut high schools. 





CIRCLING THE KILOCYCLES 








Davenport—Appointment of Carle- 
ton J. Smyth, a member of the staff 
of WOC, Davenport, as assistant pro- 
fessor of journalism at Kent State 
university, Kent, O., has just been an- 
nounced: Smyth will take charge of 
the school of journalism’s new four- 
|year radio-journalism sequence in 
/ the fall quarter. 








Minneapolis—Clellan Card, one of 
|KSTP’s ace announcers and emcees, 
|who recently announced his resig- 
ination, will return to his former 
| Twin City CBS station, WCCO, Sept. 





| decided to make his 


\1. He has been with KSTP three | 


| years. 





Atlantic City.— Appointment of 
|Joe “Porter as commercial manager 
lof WMID, Atlantic City’s new 
| Mutual affiliate, has been announced 
!by Paul Hancock, gen. mgr. Porter 
| was retail sales manager of WJZ 
jin New York until the management 
|of the station was taken over by the 
network early this year. 


| aa 


Pittsburgh— Dave Tyson, at WWSW 


morning “Wake Up Time” program 
from 5:45 a.m. to 8:45. Al Steppling, 
former WJAS announcer, has joined 
WLOA in Braddock as director of 
advertising and sales promotion, and 
Bill Babcock, ex-KDKA, has gone to 
work there as news editor. Jimie 
Spanos, former KQV scripter and 
later in advertising department of 
Joseph Horne’s department store, is 
WWSW’'s new publicity chief. She 
replaces Marty Cohen, who took a 
summer leave of absence to study 
writing at Columbia Univ. and then 
leave perma- 
nent. 


Philadelphia—Fifth annual KYW 


|Summer radio workshop for teachers 


and students, conducted in coopera- 
tion with the Philadelphia Board of 


| Education, set new attendance rec- 


| workshop, 
; Salient emphasis on script writing. 


| for last seven years, will join WCAE | 


| staff in September when he returns 
jfrom Atlantic City, where he has 
| been spending the summer directing 
| children’s activities at the Steel Pier. 
‘Tyson will handle the station’s early 


ords this year. More than 125 teach- 
ers and students participated in the 
which this year placed 


-Danbury—Jerry Arthur, formerly 


with WNYC, N. Y. and WWCO, 
Waterbury, Conn., has been ap- 
pointed program manager of new 
indie, WLAD, at Danbury, Conn, 


| Station, 800ke daytimer, goes on air 


Sept. 1. Arthur was news room 
assistant at WNYC and disk jockey 
at WWCO. 











in Cincinnati on July 19. 


It happens every year. 


itself. Since its establishment by 


Jand and India. Nearly one-third 








The WLW Mailbag Club held its annual picnie 


That in itself is not unusual. The picnies have 
been held every year, except during the war, since 
1933. Neither is it unusual that six states were 
represented by the nearly 3,000 members in attend- 
ance. Nor that many drove all night to be on hand 
. . . that entire chapters arrived by chartered bus. 


What is unusual is the very nature of the club 


the membership has grown to more than 10,000 
—with members’in 43 states, Canada, England, 
Holland, Belgium, Sweden, Australia, New Zea- 


are shut-ins and physically handicapped persons. 
The rest are persons who, like WLW, are inter- 
ested in actively helping these shut-ins—to lend 


ROSEMARY DAVIS 


Postmistress of the WLW Mailbag Club 


friends ... 


encouragement, create new interests, make new 
anything to combat what otherwise 
might be a very dreary, neglected existence. 

For its own part, WLW provides the Post- 
mistress and two fulltime assistants, broadcasts a 
weekly Mailbag Club program, publishes a monthly 
Club newspaper, and has established a Craft Shop 
through which many members have become self- 
supporting by the sale of their handiwork. 


To the best of our knowledge, this is the only 


WLW in 1928, 


of the members 
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CROSLEY BROADCASTING CORPORATION | 


club of its kind in existence with scores of chap- 
ters actively organized for the sole purpose of 
bringing sunshine and cheer into the lives of the 
less fortunate . . 
maintenance and livelihood of other unfortunates. 

The history of the WLW Mailbag Club and 
its activities is truly heartwarming and real... a 
humanitarian project which The Nation's Station is 
indeed proud to have established and encouraged. 


. which aids materially in the 
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| NBC Ge 


off” policy and invited all comics 
to kid the pants off NBC veepees, it 
was Menser against the NBC field. 

Among radio writers in general— 
not only comedy scripters but those 








writing in a serious vein—Menser 
was considered their toughest 
hurdle. 


Successor to Menser is Ken Dyke 
(one of the three new administrative 
veepees). He'll head up program, 
continuity acceptance and _ public 
service department. Since his return 
to the network (as an Army man he 
held the same rank—Brigadier Gen- 
eral—as RCA board chairman David 
Sarnoff), Dyke has been headed for 
bigger and better things. In charge 
of broadcast standards and practices 
for the network (a post in which 
he'll continue) he has spent many 
months making a study of the whole 
commercial picture in radio with a 
view toward elevating the stature 
of broadcasting and was also a key 
figure in setting up the new NAB 
code. 

Patterned After CBS? 


Actually, NBC, in setting up the 
administrative veepee structural set- 
up, is patterning itself along the 
lines of CBS, where Joseph H. Ream, 
Frank White and Adrian Murphy 
hold similar titles and divide depart- 
mental control. 

Similarly, the reorganization is 
linked to an awareness that the “free 
ride” of the postwar era has ended; 
that the era of competition, along 
with an expanded industry embrac- 
ing television, is setting in. 

Plus Trammell’s own statement: 
“We expect that the administrative 
vice presidents will assume respon- 
sibility for the company’s day-to-day 
operations, thereby enabling the 


executive vice president, Frank E. 
Mullen, and myself to devote more 
of our time to overall management 











ts a Revamped Format 


=== Continued from page 19 








WANNA REAL HOME? 


Only 20 minutes from Manhattan 
on half-acre choicest residential com- 
munity; boating, bathing. Exquisite 
Colonial 9 rooms, 3 baths, ample 
space, privacy for gracious living. 
Flushing 9-4529. 








fesamagy and the problems of expan- 
sion, particularly in the new field 
of television broadcasting.” 

Harry C. Kopf, former veepee in 
charge of sales, becomes adminis- 
trative veepee in charge of network 
Sales, national spot sales, o. & o. 
stations and station relations, with 
George H. Frey moving up as direc- 
tor of network sales: Frey will 
report to Kopf, as will James L. 
Gaines, whose promotion to post of 
director 
garded by the trade as well-merited 
on the basis of his performance as 
manager of WNBC, the web’s flag- 
ship station. Gaines, incidentally, 


Third administrative veepee, is 
John MacDonald, former veepee in 
charge of finance, who will have 
charge of finance and budget matters 
and will supervise the treasurer’s, 
controller’s, personnel, general serv- 
ice and guest relations departments. 
At the same time the board an- 
nounced the upping of I. E. Shower- 
man to veepee of Central Division. 
He had been gen. mgr. Showerman 
was the first NBC salesman in Chi- 
cago beginning in 1928. He will 
continue to make his headquarters 
in Chicago. 

With Judge Ashby stepping out 
as v.p. and general counsel, he’ll 
continue to act as an advisor to 


meanwhile has been designated as 
acting general counsel. 


Chi Tele Sets 


Continued from page 24 

















for homes and 14% for the taverns. 
In seeking to determine the aver- 
age number of listeners per set the 
survey confined itself to what it 
terms “most popular nights,” that is 
when sports events are being tele- 
vised. These figures are 5.7 persons 
for homes, 50.3 persons for taverns 
and 13 persons for business sets. 
Following is the tabulation for sets 
in the Chicago area: 


Places Sets % 
Homes eee 
Taverns > | pe 
Business BIS. cededese 14 
eee 3431 100 ~ 
The count among the Chicago 


suburbs ran as follows: 


Places Sets % 
Homes WETS 60s0de<e 71 
Taverns | Oe ee 
Business 127. eeesssse 14 

, | ae 900 100 





Des Moines—A permit for opera- 
tion of new station in Des Moines 
has been granted to the Independ- 
ent Broadcasting Co. by FCC. The 
company filed application three 
years ago. The station is to oper- 
ate on 940 :kilocycles, with a day- 
time power of 10 kilowatts and night 
power of five kilowatts. Officers are 
John W. Boler, president; John 
Ruan,~ vice president; Joseph Ros- 
enfield, secretary, and Edwin F. 








Buckley, treasurer. 
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WIP... 





... about the per- 
centage of yearly 
renewals—nearly 


perfect! 


IT’S 


PHILADELPHIA'S PIONEER VOICE 





REPRESENTED NATIONALLY 


BY GEO. P. HOLLINGBERY CO 
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of o. & o. stations is re- | 


will continue in the latter capacity. | 


NBC on legal matters. Henry Ladner | 


| bers 





'Fry Disking On-the-Spot 


ing 
| flew to New Mexico this week for 
ceremonies at the atom bomb prov- 
ing ground in connection with the 
second anni of the dropping of the 
first bomb, 

Fry is recording the event on be- 
berms of the Emergency World Peo- 
| Ple’s Congress, sponsors of the anni 


' ceremonies, 
| 











| CBS Socks E&P 








| So Continued from page 21 
|“represents a departure from jour- 
|nalistic ethics.” 

| Murrow wrote as follows: 

“The Columbia Broadcasting Sys- 
tem wishes to register a vigorous 
|protest against an article in your 
jissue of July 26, under the heading 
| ‘Hodges Insists Sun’s A-Bomb Ex- 
| pose Is So.’ That article represented 
j}one side of a difference of opinion 
| The Sun had with CBS; it was a 
reply to a broadcast the week pre- 
| viously on ‘CBS Views the Press’ in 
which certain aspects of The Sun’s 
j}account of reported thefts of atomic 
| Secrets at Oak Ridge were dis- 
cussed. 

“CBS’s protest is that Editor & 
| Publisher presented only one side 
| of the argument, and a distorted 
|side, at that. E & P, in its capacity 
as spokesman for the newspaper 
profession, has frequently and right- 
ly set high standards for all mem- 
of that profession. It has 
called for even-handed, impartial 
| presentation of the news, and it has 
| opposed slurs on the integrity of the 
men and women who handle the 
news. Yet in this one story, E & P 
twice deviates seriously and aston- 
ishingly from the most elementary 
standards of journalism. 

“First, the presentation of Col. 
Hodges’ broadcast. does not quote 
anything from the original broadcast 
on ‘CBS Views the Press’ to which 
the Sun took exception, nor CBS’s 
reply to the specific charges made 
by Col. Hodges which were simply 
repetitions of the Sun’s original ac- 
count. Only the Sun’s side, as stated 
by Col. Hodges, is presented. 

“Second, and more serious, E & P 
devotes a large part of its account 
of Col.. Hodges’ broadcast to one 
point he made at the close. E & P 
distorts this point out of all propor- 
tion to the position it occupied in 
the Colonel’s statement. Col. Hodges 
impugned the integrity of Don Hol- 
lenbeck, and another member of the 
CBS staff, in a slur that had noth- 
ing to do with the point at issue: a 
discussion of the Sun’s_ original 
story. 

“CBS gave Col. Hodges the free- 
dom not only to answer CBS's orig- 
inal broadcast; it also gave ‘Col. 
Hodges the freedom to question the 
integrity of two members of its own 
news staff. But CBS felt it was im- 
portant that both sides of the story 
be heard, so Hollenbeck was also 
given the opportunity to reply to 
the Sun’s repetitious comments on 
_its A-Bomb story, and to the slur 
against himself and a colleague. 

“As the case is presented by 
E & P, CBS is given no opportunity 
to present its side; the slur against 
two members of the CBS staff is al- 
lowed to stand. CBS believes in 
free expression for all sides of con- 
troversial issues; its entire news 





program ‘CBS Views the Press’ 
which we believe has _ started 
healthy and mutual discussion of 
problems which affect both press 
and radio. CBS has given time to 
a critic even to challenge the in- 
tegrity of its staff members, but that 
does not mean that CBS itself has 
any doubts; just the opposite. 

“The fact that ‘CBS Views the 
Press’ continues as a cooperative 
newsroom venture, with Hollenbeck 
broadcasting it, speaks for itself, and 
Hollenbeck needs no further defense 
from us. But CBS and its staff do 
deserve from E & P and from all 
media which report their programs 
the even-handed treatment which 
E & P asks of the press, and in 
which CBS will always attempt to 
deal, even to the point of permitting 
its own facilities to be used for 
criticism of itself. Finally, CBS and 
its staff deserve that E & P print 
the reply to the remarks of Col. 
Hodges which refiected not only on 











Chicago Herald-American, July 29, 





VICKEE RICHARDS 


CURRENTLY 
CHEZ PAREE, Chicago 


of Vickee Richards, newcomer at the Chez Paree. She has a sweet and 
wholesome delivery which will take her to the big time." —NATE GROSS. 


Exclusive Management—WM. MORRIS AGENCY 


1947. “Listen carefully to the songs 


Hollenbeck, but: by insinuation, on 
| the entire CBS staff: ‘This insinu- 
ation against me and one of my col- 


|interest of truth. It represents a 
departure: from journalistic ethics 
that readers and listeners have a 
right to expect from newspapers and 














| broadcasters’.” 


staff discusses and contributes to the | 


| Atom Data for Anni Show 


| Stephen Fry, who’s now packag- | 
on-the-spot transcribed shows, | 











leagues is a gross disservice to the | 


Hard-To 


suspense the show strives for with 
announcements like this: 

“How can anyone keep cool on a 
hot summer night while listening to 
a story like this one—a story that 
makes your blood and pulse quicken 
with suspense? Want my answer? 
Then I'd suggest that you get a cold, 
refreshing bottle of Ehret’s Extra 
beer because Ehret’s Extra does 
things right.” 

“Only Thing to Fear ....” 


Jack Berch—Sponsored by Pru- 
dential Life on the NBC web across 
the board at 11:30 am. Life in- 
surance is a tough subject to handle 
in a commercial but this show relies 
too much on fear to put its message 
across. For example (Berch speak- 
ing as a father): “I got to thinking 
about all the things those kids de- 
pend on me for—shoes, clothes, yes, 
even baseball bats. Well, friends, 
every father should ask, ‘how much 
would my family have to do without 
if I weren’t here?’ 

“You know, every day, more than 
1,000. wives become widows. Yes, 
every day, 1,000 women must set out 
on that period of readjustment, and 
those first few years are certainly 
the hardest for a fatherless family.” 
He goes on to point out that an ade- 
quate Prudential policy will protect 
such families “after the head of the 
family dies.” Hardly the kind of 
listening on which a housewife can 
begin cheerfully preparing lunch for 
her schoolkids. 

Red Skelton Show—Sponsored by 
Raleigh cigarets over NBC Tuesday 
nights at 10:30 (now off the air for 
the summer). Here’s probably the 
most irritating repetition and illogi- 
cal argument yet devised for a radio 
plug. It’s also practically unique in 
that a competitor (Old Gold) has 
cracked back at the argument in its 
own commercial. Plug starts off 
the announeer’s “Listen!” and then 
the audience hears the inexplicable 
“WSHSHSH”—“that jet of fresh, 
pure moisture stands for the new 
freshness, new taste in the new, all 
new Raleigh 903 cigaret.” Follows 
then the “medical science offers 
proof positive” plug, then an en- 
dorsement (with a hitchhike plug) 
by a fim star and then the 
“WSHSHSHS” begins all over again, 
carrying on ad nauseam. 


Walter Winchell Show—Sponsored 
by Jergen’s Lotion over ABC Sun- 
day night at 9. Another glaring ex- 
ample of advertiser and sponsor fail- 
ing to trim their commercials to fit 
the show. Besides the wording be- 
ing repetitious, the middle commer- 
cial, with its guestar, is overlong and 
therefore irritating to the listener. 
Final plug starts off okay with a boy 
supposedly kissing a surprised girl 
but the announcer Ben Grauer 
comes in to negate the whole thing 
with a long spiel on “want your skin 
to be kiss-tempting too? Well, use 
Jergen’s face cream daily.” Girl 
then repeats “Oh, he kissed me,” at 
the signoff. 











Soap Plug 
“Call the Police’—Sponsored by 
Lever Bros. over NBC Tuesday 
nights at 9 as summer replacement 


-Live-With Comm’'ls 


Continued from page 21 





for “Amos ’n Andy.” Rinso White 
plug, with its whistle refrain, is not 
too bad, although some listeners 
might object to it as an example of 
the singing commercial genre. Clos- 
ing plug, for Lifebuoy soap, how. 
ever, is certainly distasteful — much 
more so than the “love that soap” 
campaign glorified in “Hucksters.” 
After announcer’s B.O. warning, 
woman comes in to say she’s finally 
realized why she wasn’t asked to 
that Garden Club affair. Then 
comes the whisper—‘“no one likes a 
woman who has B.O.”—followed by 
the announcer’s helpful explanation 
of how Lifebuoy can forever stymie 
B.O.’s plenty. 

Gabriel Heatter Show—Sponsored 
by Arrid deodorant over the Mutual 
web at 9 p.m. across the board. 
Plugs for both Arrid and Carter’s 
Pills ditto the distastefulness of the 
B.O. commercials, but the Carter 
plug is even worse with its spiel on 
“bowel regularity.” Fact that Heat- 
ter himself leads into the Arrid com- 
mercial, doesn’t build his audience 
reputation, For example: 

Heatter (after giving the weather 
report): “So from. now on, it will 
constantly be getting hotter and 
hotter. And speaking of heat, ladies 
and gentlemen, I’d like to remind 
you that you can be a lot more 
comfortable this summer and avoid 
offending others too, with new, won- 
derful Arrid.” 

Announcer: “What kind of an im- 
pression do you make on the people 
you meet? Does your under-arm 
deoderant completely and_= safely 
protect you and your clothes? Or 
are you half safe?” 

Woman's voice: “Or are you half 
safe?” 

Announcer: “Don’t be half safe.”, 
etc., etc., etc. 





Nick Keesely Exits Mutual 


Nick Keesely, Mutual program 
sales manager the past year and a 
half, has resigned. He’s planning to 
return to the ad agency field. 

Prior to his MBS spot, Keesely 
was with CBS three years, and with 
N. W. Ayer for 15 years previous. 















































**Aren’t you going to offer me any ?”’ 
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VICKEE RICHARDS 
CURRENTLY 
CHEZ PAREE, Chicago 
“Vickee Richards .. . Chicago debut was 
a delightful relief from the ordinary run of girl 
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singers." 
—DALE HARRISON. 
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Eastern Prod. 


‘ng in N. Y., consequently, have 
or one man to negotiate with in 
2 deals for all workers in 

* elassifications—in this case, 
Sol Scappa, Local 52’s business 
agent. Only other technical unions 
existing in N. Y. are the carpenters 
and painters local, and the camera- 
men’s organization. 

As a result, Lewis maintains, 
there’s no chance of union “feather- 
bedding” or of jurisdictional labor 
disputes such as those which have 
tied up Coast production into knots 
gnd which have proved one of the 
major factors in skyrocketing pro- 
duction costs. Producers can work 
here for less money, he avers, be- 
cause “they can use fewer men and 
better men.” As an example, he de- 
clared that sets built at the Pathe 
studios under these conditions have 
cost less than the original estimates 
made in producers’ budgets. 


In addition, he pointed out, Local 
§2 doesn’t require standby crews if 
a Coast producer brings in a crew 
from Hollywood. Only N. Y. union 
requiring standbys is the camera- 
men’s, and most producers have 
been content to import only their 
head lenser, trusting the rest of the 
work to local men, Because rela- 
tions with Local 52 have been all 
sweetness and light to date, there’s 
little likelihood that existing condi- 
tions will change unless Coast pro- 
ducers don’t give the local men a 
chance, Lewis averred. 


Refuting charges of Mark Hellin- 
ger that New York weather made 
production too costly in the east, the 
* Pathe chief declared that Hellinger 
lost time because he hadn’t taken 
the precaution of providing a 
“cover” set to be used when the 
weather was bad. No Coast pro- 
ducer working Hollywood, he said, 
would consider starting a film with- 
out a cover set. He suggested that 
producers should be prepared to 
spend at least one-third of their 
shooting schedule indoors, which is 
equivalent to the schedule used by 
most producers on the Coast. 

During his trip to the,Coast, dur- 
ing which he’ll huddle with produc- 


Continued from pase 0 o—=—EeEeeeeee 











Labor ‘Saving’ 











tion chiefs at each of the major 
studios, Lewis will stress that it’s 
unnecessary for the Coast film- 
makers to ship trainloads of equip- 
ment to N. Y. Pathe studios, he de- 
clared, have the “the latest and best” 
equipment, and producers making 
use of it can save themselves the 
high costs of transportation. He'll 
also point out that Pathe studio 
execs have accumulated sufficient 
production knowhow to advise Coast 
producers using their facilities on 
the best methods of eastern produc- 
tion. 

Finally, Lewis will emphasize to | 
producers contemplating shooting 
films here that it’s to their ad- 





'vantage to provide at least one 


cover set. Pathe studios, he said, 
can handle three cover sets at one | 
time, meaning three major produc- | 
tions can be shot simultaneously at | 
the studios. 





Harrison Upped to Prez 
Of Two Mass. Stations 


Springfield, Mass., Aug. 5. 
Gerald Harrison of Belmont, 


Mass., active in broadcasting for 21 
years, has been elected president of 
WMAS, Springfield, and WLLH, 
Lowell and Lawrence, Mass. He has 
been vice-president and a director 
of both stations, and succeeds Albert 
S. Moffat, who died July 22. 


Harrison has been in radio since 
1926, when he broadcast hockey, 
boxing, wrestling and baseball over 
a special hookup of stations. He was 
with the Yankee Network from 1930 
to 1944 as director of public rela- 
tions and of station relations. In 
1944 he resigned from the network 
to become veepee and a director of 
WMAS and WLLH. 





Worcester—Robert W. Booth, vice- 
president and general manager of 
WTAG, has been appointed to the 
Army Advisory Board for that area. 
A captain during the war, Booth 





served in the Pacific for three years. 


WCAU Memorandum On 
‘Looking Ahead’ Shows 
Goodwill Garnered 


Philadelphia, Aug. 5. 

Example of how a big city station 
can garner goodwill from smaller 
communities in its listening area 
was shown by a roundup of letters, 
clippings, testimonials, ete. in a 
memorandum book compiled by 
WCAU’s promotion department as 


an aftermath of its “Looking Ahead” |: 


series. 
Show was broadcast each week, 





with each program featuring one of | 


the cities in the listening area. In 
all, 13 municipalities were high- 
lighted with schools, chambers of 
commerce, city officials, newspapers 
and even local radio stations co- 


operating. Students of local schools | 


were used for research in getting 
facts for show. 


Shows were frontpaged in dailies | 


resolutions praising WCAU and with 
it came mass of goodwill and new 
friends for station. 


Show highlighted history, back- 
ground, industry, sports, personal- 
ities and future plans of each town. 
Part of the show was live; the rest 
was plattered on the spot by special 
events crews. Show was brainchild 
of Robert Pryor, WCAU promotion 
and public relations director. 





13 More for Newman 


Probability is now that Davoll 
Products, sponsors of Eddie New- 
man, all-night disk jockey on WOR, 
N. Y., will renew after the first 13 
week period, setting aside some 
trade rumors involving both New- 
man and Barry Gray, former WOR 
all-nighter. 


It’s known there was some dis- 
satisfaction among WOR execs re- 
garding Newman, but sponsor’s will- 
ingness to renew stills that. There 
is also a mixed feeling at WOR re- 
garding Gray, onetime “bad boy” of 
the station, with some execs want- 
ing him back and others definitely 
against. 





Inside Stufi—Radio 


Rev. John C. Heenan, D.D., is in the U. S. studying broadcast opera- 
tions and technique. Father Heenan, a well known London priest, speaks 
on the BBC once a month. He's scheduled to fly back to England in 
September. 

He recently visited Rev. Francis H. Woods, director of the Catholic 
Radio Guild of the Albany Diocese and broadcaster of a weekly children’s 
program over WGY, Schenectady. 





When “Sound Off” switches to Saturday airings on Aug. 16 it will have 
run the gamut of broadcasting every day of the week during its span. A 
year old on July 4, it originally aired on Mondays, later switching to 
Wednesday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday and Sunday, in the order listed. 





Most ambitious schedule of any indie FM’er in the country is planned 
by Sid Alpert, prexy of newly-authorized WHIP, Silver Spring, Md. 
Alpert says his FM station will be on the air a straight 19 hours a day, 
from 6 a.m. to 1 a.m. daily. 

Nearest approach to this now is pioneer FM’er, WBCA, Schenectady, 
run by Leonard Asch, which programs 16 hours a day. Asch, however, 
has a Mutual network contract to help out with the programming. 

Other indie FM station in D. C., Everett Dillard's WASH is on the air 
nine hours daily. 





Behind-the-times attitude is still reflected on some newspapers regard- 
ing local stations. Two largest dailies in Queens borough, N. Y., the 
Long Island Daily Press and Long Island Star Journal, with combined 


of these towns: city fathers passed | 150,000 circulation, won’t permit mention in radio listings or news col- 


umns of Queens indie WWRL, located at Woodside, L. I. Although kilo- 
cycle position box lists webs and such N. Y. city indies as WMCA and 
WQXR, WWRL is omitted. Station has been in existence 20 years, and 
can’t break down newspapers’ prejudice. If news stories are run, involv- 
ing WWRL, papers refer to it as “a local station.” Station, however, is 
getting around the prohibition somewhat by public-service ads in the 
sheets (for Army recruiting, etc.) and through sponsors running ads 
quoting from jockeys, comics and emcees on programs. It's all part of 
the “local competition” bugaboo. 
Papers are part of the Newhouse chain. 





Norman Corwin’s “One World” series was the subject of a recent edi- 
torial in the Southern Cross, Wellington, N. Z., daily. The piece called 
the show, which is heard there via recording, “important, stimulating and 
vital,” and a “stupendous achievement . . . capable of strengthening the 
democratic faith which is all that stands between us and global dissolu- 
tion.” It urged that the government-operated National B roadcasting 
Service give the program the advertising and publicity support it deserves. 


Chi’s WJJD Latest to Join 
Roster of 50,000 Watters 





Denver’s Co-op Reprise 
Denver, Aug. 5. 
All five of Denver’s radio stations, 
KFEL, KLZ, KMYR, KOA, KVOD, 
are cooperating in sponsoring a Chicago, Aug. 5. 
Radio for Retailers luncheon Aug.| WJJD, local Marshall Field sta- 
12, at which Lee Hart of the NAB |tion, became the nation’s newest 
will be featured speaker. 50,000 watter yesterday (Mon.), In- 
This is second co-op deal for Den- | stallation, including the first 50,000 
ver stations recently, they having | watt postwar RCA transmitter, cost 
combined to participate in picnic for | $250,000. Station is on limited time 
blind persons at Elitch’s Gardens | operation but has application before 
today (5). FCC for full time. 
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We saw wt coming 




















@®ee Seventeen-year-old Alvar “Bud” Elbing walked to the center 
of the stage of the Washburn High School auditorium in Minneapolis to 


accept his graduation diploma, then walked dewn to face a tough problem: 





—“Where do I go from here?” 

Bud's father had offered to train him as an electrician and find him 
a steady job with good pay. His English teacher, on the other hand, had 
said that with his knack for putting words together, Bud should go to 
college and get into advertising. Bud couldn’t make up his own mind. 

-Then Columbia’s WCCO looked ahead. And found Bud’s future. 

Just as 1,683-other Northwestern high school graduates and veterans, 
Bud brought his problem to one of WCCO’s “Vocational Guidance 
Sessions.” And found his “right niche’—thanks to WCCO’s Educational 
Director, E.W. Ziebarth, recognized Northwest authority on vocational 
aptitude. (In addition to directing WCCO’s “Higher Education as a Public 
Problem in Minnesota” and “Challenge of Reading,” E. W. Ziebarth devotes 
time to personal interviews, and conducts special vocational guidance 
sessions with groups of high school seniors through the cooperation of the 
Boards of Education of Northwestern communities. ) 
This month Alvar Elbing wrote: “Dear Mr. Ziebarth: This is just a 
note of appreciation for the guidance you gave me at WCCO. I'm 
entering the University this Fall, to study in the Advertising Divi- 


sion of the School of Business Administration. I'm sure now, 
after talking with you, that’s what I want to do.” 

Finding the right niche for Alvar Elbing, and other 
Northwesterners, is the kind of service—both on the air 
and off—that has made WCCO “The Good Neighbor 
io the Northwest.” It helps to explain too, why— 
day and night—more people listen to WCCO 


than to any other station in the entire Northwest. 
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T I Rides Disk Jock Circuit As 
Bally for New Deanna Durbin Film 


Universal-International film com-¢ 
pany is turning a new page in pic- 
ture exploitation this month by 
recognizing the heavy impact disk 
jockeys can and do make on the 
public in the plugging on their 
shows of everything from a sponsor's 
product to the way a _ trumpeter 
blows his horn. U-I, through Rush 
Hughes, St. Louis platter spinner, | 
head of the new National Assn. of | 
Disk Jockeys, has arranged a con- pulling itself out of the doldrums by | 
vention of the jocks for Chicago| buying stronger, more 
Aug. 15, with U-I paying all ex- | talent. Louis Armstrong and 
penses of those who attend from any | seven-piece band he will take with | 
section of the country in the hopes | 
of achieving disk program plugging | him on a concert tour later 
for the forthcoming Deanna Durbin |5¥U™™mer opens at the spot next 
film, “Something in the Wind.” | Wednesday (13), to be followed by 

Idea behind the gimmick is that | the Mills Bros., Sept. 10, for seven 
Miss Durbin plays the part of a Louis Jordan Oct. 
femme disk spinner in the film—in 
addition to the fact that there's a|D 23. 
score involved which certainly will ‘aan is said to be drawing 
be recorded by major labels and | $3, 000 weekly guarantee against 50% 
available to jocks guested in Chi by |of the gross; Mills men got a similar 


U-L 
deal and Jordan a reported $3,500 
| per. 





Billy Berg Coast Nitery 
To Splurge on Talent 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 
Billy Berg’s nitery, which has 


been having its b.o. ups‘'and downs 





expensive | 


| age 





Leyden’s Comeback 
Hollywood, Aug. 5. 

In replying to U-I’s invitation to 
Chicago as a for-free guest of the 
film company, Bill Leyden, disk spin- 
ner on KMPC here, tossed the film 
company’s press stunt right back in 
its lap. Asserting that his listeners 
are as important to him as Miss 
Durbin’s fans might be to her, Ley- 
den agreed to entrain for Chi as 
U-I’s guest—if Miss Durbin would 
take over the running of his show 
for the two days or so that he would 
» capdon- hold Miss Durbin that he | Wi!! be played the week of Aug. 29 
was aware of the Motion Picture | at the Apollo theatre, N. Y. Though 
Assn. ban on cuffo p.a. by movie | Wilcox will be billed as the leader, 
names on radio, but offered to pay 
her an overscale rate for substitut- 
ing for him. 

Miss Durbin will address the Chi | 





Lunceford’s Baton 
Inherited by Wilcox; 


Edwin F. Wilcox, pianist with the 


over leadership of the latter’s band 





, Orchestra, Under the Direction of 
| Edwin F. Wilcox,” other musicians 


phone and attendees will see a pre- | 


: ; i Lunceford for years and who will | 
view of “Something In the Wind.” 


participate in its earnings with the | 
‘late maestro’s widow, will 
Chicago, Aug. 5. | featured billing. They are 


Disk-spinners will gather in Chi- | Thomas, sax, and Jock Carruthers. 
py ge vd as the nig o> pee | Following the Apollo date, it’s 
oO is ockeys opens its first na- | 
tional convention. Major planks will | — the hand will go into other 
be the setting up of a “National siinaies 
judicial body,” and the outlining of; . 
a press campaign for purposes of| Frank Law has relenquished his 
combating bad press that jockeys |interest in the Crest Room, N. Y., 
feel that they’re been getting on | and will henceforth stick to flack- 
questions of taste. ing. 


10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 


{ Harmonicats ...Vitacoustics 
‘Three Suns..... RCA-Victor 





Campaign Vs. Bad Press 








1. Peg O’ My Heart (11) (Robbins)..... 


&. CALBan 41) (Oia) .<.......- So mares eae 

; d ssa. .Majesti 
8. I Wonder (8) (Robbins) .......4.ss00- } Tony eae: eee 
4. Across Alley Alamo (12) (Capitol) .... sear Foci 
5. That's My Desire (17) (Mills).......... ; rome aoe ee etd 
6. Smoke, Smoke, Smoke (2) (American). Tex Williams..... ..Capito] 
7. Feudin’ and Fightin’ (2) (Chappell)..... comely = Ae ee Columbia 
8. Temptation (4) (Robbins) .......... -.» Ingle-Stafford . 

9. When You Sweet 16 (5) (Shapiro-B)... ; aaiie Forel rere | 
10. Red Silk Stockings (9) (Morris)........ Ray MéKinley...».-Majesti 
Coming Up 
Talianaeeee AP amos) - ss: evs. ccodeses chee { Crosby-Andrews ..... Decca | 


RR oo Capitol 
Ivy (Burke-VH) ....... setscvereteencaeiacs Vaughn Monroe......Victor 
Bloop Bleep (Famous)............... covs.c SOR Raye. . is. i... DSte 
Ask Anyone Who: Knows (Witmark)....... Margaret Whiting. ...Capitol 
Come to Mardi Gras (Southern)........ .».. Freddy Martin. .RCA-Victor | 
3 : { Freddy Martin..RCA-Victor | 
Lady From 29-Palms (Martin)............. ) Tony Pastor.......Columbia 
{ Wonder Who’s Kissing Her (E. B. Marks). Perry Como.....RCA-Victor 
Je Vous Aime (Crawford)... .........000-6 Andy Russell........Capitol 
On Old Spanish Trail (Maurice)........... Eddy Howard...... Majestic 
oa, { Margaret Whiting. .. Capitol 

Old Devil Moon (Crawford) .......... **+* ) Gene Krupa ...... Calumbie 
After Graduation Day (T. B. Harms)...... Sammy Kaye....RCA-Victor 
ar : Eddy Howard...... Majestic 
Midnight Masquerade (S-B).. .. ..... onece -« {Samm Kaye. . ea 
When I Write My Song (Exclusive)........ Herb Jeffries..... < Reatiealid 
{ Have But One Heart (Barton)...........% { Frank Sinatra. ... .Columbia 
) Vic Damone.........Mercury 


It’s Same Old Dream (Singtra)............ 


Cecelia (Bourne) .......... 


Tommy. Dorsey .RCA-Victor 
§ Dick Jurgens......Columbia 


ee ee ee | 


I’m So Right Tonight (Leeds)....... .... - 
As Long As I’m Dreaming (Burke-VH) ae 


CO WORTORE 000. bis. Capitol | 


{Tex Beneke.....RCA-Victor 
* | Harry James.. 








Britich Best Sheet Sellers 


(Week Ending July 24, ’47) 
London, July 25. 


BO VORI. 6b £55 5.05 003.060 Wright 
yal. ih COCO. ok. cde cs Feldman 
Sun in the Morning...... Berlin 
People Will Say....... Chappell 
MEMPIBDNG 6 65605 bp ess Southern 
Path OOS <s.ii iia F. D. & H. 
A Little Tenderness. ...Connelly 
Old Spanish Trail...... Maurice 
Time After Time.... Ed. Morris 


They Say It’s Wonderful. .Berlin 





for six months, will take a stab at | 


| 
| 


the | 


this | 


29 to | 


| 


| 





Into Apollo, N.Y., Aug. 29 


late Jimmie Lunceford, will take | 
| billing as “Mrs. 


and the first date with the combo | 
| singer, 


| 


| 
| 


Stars Will Remember. .Feldman 


Anniversary Song..... Connelly 
Second 12 
FICOPEDENOS. obec. es ise Connelly 
April Showers......... Chappell 
DOCG: “iehad censnensa Ricordi 
TIEN 5 vc 4 cus atueaanials Leeds 
Hew Lucky You Are....Kassner 
WHO o45 +. subenag + 0keke an Dix 
oS re ee Keith Prowse 


Never Too Late Mend.Strauss-M 
Rainy Night in Rio....Feldman 
BO Shiv escumoama sa New-World 
CR, BEE BIO. kos cca ses Feldman 
Imaginez 


‘Capitol Conies Up With 
New ‘Mystery Singer’ 
On ‘Durn Fool Things’ 


Capitol Records is preparing to 
attempt duplication of the “mystery 
singer” gimmick which at first sur- 
rounded the vocalist with Red Ingle’s 
orchestra on his current hit disking 
of “Tim-Tayshun” (Temptation”). 
Idea is being applied to Ingle’s sec- 
ond Capitol release, titled “Them 
Durn Fool Things.” due out soon. 
Vocalist with Ingle is given label 
James F. Paisley” 
and she claimed to be a topnotch 
not necessarily on the Capitol 











roster. 
When Ingle’s “Tim-Tayshun” disk 
originally showed tendencies of be- 


| under the title, “Jimmie Lunceford’s | coming a hit, there was considerable 


speculation as to the identity of 


| “Cinderella G. Stump,” listed as the 
| singer. Cap let the speculation snow- 
convention by long distance tele-| ‘in the band who have worked with | | ball among the public and trades- 


| people alike and were preparing a 
big “unveiliing” splurge via a spread 
in Life, etc. when VARIETY pointed 


get Miss “Stump” out as being Jo Staf-- 
Joe | ford. This revelation subsequently 


killed the Life spread and brought 
about an immediate official disclos- 
ure of the singer’s identity when 
Miss Stafford had Ingle’s men on her 
Chesterfield show as guests and per- 
formed the tune with them. 


PITT THEATRE FAMILY 
DEBUTS NEW BALLROOM 


: Pittsburgh, Aug. 5. 

Pittsburgh district has _ finally 
come up with its first big ballroom 
in the Ches-a-rena, located at Ches- 
wick, Pa., about 12 miles “from heart 
of Golden Triangle. It'll accommo- 
date around 5,000 and is owned and 
operated by Dittola family, which 
operates several theatres in the dis- 
trict — specifically by Joe and Bert 





Dattola, Jr. sons of the veteran 
exhibitor. 
Principally spot. will be-a 


roller-rink, but name bands will be 
brought in once a week for the time 





‘) Mercer-Pied Pipers .Capitol | 


** | Three Suns..... RCA- Victor | 


being, and that number may be in- 
|ereased if early returns warrant. 


.RCA-Victor | Ches-a-rena got started Friday (25) 
..Capitol | With Sonny Dunham’s band; Charlie 





Harry James, Kay Kyser 
In Columbia Renewals 


Columbia Records completed two 
contract renewals last week—sign- 
ing Harry James’ orchestra and 
Kay Kyser’s orchestra to new agree- 
ments tying them to CRI for addi- 
tional periods. Both are claimed to 
be long term deals. 

James and Kyser renewals form 
the second and third such arrange- 
ments concluded by Manie Sacks, 
Columbia’s artists and repertoire 
head in recent weeks. He recently 
concluded one with Frank Sinatra. 


FB, Chi, Staff Moves 
Chicago, Aug. 5. 

Lang Thompson will rejoin the 
Chicago office of Frederick Bros., 
Aug. 18. At present he is doing a 
two-week band stint at _— Green’s, 
Pittsburgh. 

Other changes in staff are Irving 
Rose comes into head the act de- 
partment and Roy Carlson heads up 
the new flack department. June 
Darling, who headed the act depart- 
ment, departs for Coast Frederick 
oMce. Joe Musse’s cocktail section 
(adds Phil Phillips, Tom Mack and 
{Ray Pounds. Victor Rickey, former 
indie Wisconsin booker, also joins 





. Columbia j pand unit. 














Jo Stafford’s “Feudin’ 'n’ Fightin’” 
(Capitol) will undoubtedly prove a 
b.o, delight to diskboxers looking for 
a record that yells for attention as 
it starts off. Her version of the num- 
ber, which is associated with Doro- 
thy Shay (but which, if memory 
serves us, was actually introduced by 
Nora Sheridan) starts off with sev- 
eral bangs. It begins with rifle shots 
and Miss Stafford carries on from 
there. Singing it briskly, she “demon- 
strates again (as she did in Red 
Ingle’s “Timtayshun”) that the hill- 
billy idiom is right up her alley. This 
is no surprise, of course, to those 








Best Bets 


Ballad — “Love and 
Weather” (Jo. Stafford). 
Hillbilly—“You Never Miss the 
Water Till the Well Runs Dry” 
(Sons of the Pioneers). 
Rhythm—“Feudin’ ’n’ Fightin’ ” 
(Jo Stafford). " 
Dance—“The Turntable Song” 


the 


and “Castanets and _ Lace” 
(Sammy Kaye). 
Hot — “Happy Blues” and 


“Them There Eyes” (The Holly- 
wood Hucksters). 
Instrumentai—“Secrets” (Russ 


Case). 








who remember her as a mountainish 
singer on a California radio station. 

We think this is the most ac- 
complished handling available. Ac- 
companying band is led by Paul 
Weston. On the other side, Miss 
Stafford does a change of pace— 
Irving Berlin’s earable new ballad, 
“Love and the Weather.” We are not 
a Stafford devotee, but we think she 
handles this number quite expertly. 
Her voice sounds huskier than we 
have ever heard it, and this is all to 
the good. Everything considered, it 
impresses us as a cOlnbox face. 

Sammy Kaye may never have 
hoisted one with the boys down at 
Morey’s, but he is nevertheless a sub- 
stantial man on a juke box. His 
newest Victor is a coupling of “The 
Turntable Song” and “Castanets and 
Lace.” “Turntable” doesn’t strike our 
fancy, but it seems to be catching on 
moderately well. If you must have 
it, the Kaye treatment—with a vocal 
by Don Cornell, Laura Leslie, and 
The Kaydets—is about on a par with 
other versions. It is also extremely 
danceable, Slower “Castanets” is 
danceable too, but we cannot take it 
as seriously as “Turntable,” but it 
also seems likely that the jockeys 
will latch on to It. 

The Hollywood Hucksters’ “Happy 
Blues” (Capitol) is, above all else, an 
adult performance. In an era when 
recorded music frequently betrays 
either self-consciousness or stupidity, 
such maturity is almost unique. 
Whether “Happy Blues” will achieve 
the stature of a juke box staple is 











Suggested Program 


“Thein There Eyes” — The 
Hollywood Hucksters (Capitol). 


“Guilty” — Ella Fitzgerald 
(Decca). 

“Lorelei” — George Byron 
(General). 

“Fat Girl’ — Merle Travis 


(Capitol). 

“You Made Me Love You”"— 
Harry James (Columbia). 

“Louise” — Maurice Chevalier 
(Victor). 

“As Long As I Live’—Benny 
Goodman (Columbia). 





Se eeceeeneenemnennmemetinaeienineanaiatenaceea ne 
highly doubtful, but that is, we feel, 
relatively unimportant. The perti- 
nent thing is that it features a vocal 
duet by two bandleaders. Benny 
Goodman and Stan Kenton are, we 
suppose, rivals of sorts. In “Happy 
Blues” they sing—with more spirit 
than talent—a lyric that kids them 
rather sharply. Kenton, for example, 
refers to “The Ray,” while Goodman 
has a line that, in substance, says, 
“When your boys hit a clinker, you 
call it progressive jazz.” This sort of 
thing seems to us a healthy stimulus 
for popular music, and more particu- 
larly, jazz. Musically, “Happy Blues,” 
like “Them There Eyes” on the 
other side, is great. Charlie Shavers 
(trumpet), Red Norvo (xylophone), 
and Benny Carter (alto sax) are on 
hand to provide some impressive 
jazz. As good as they are, though, 
the instrumental star is Goodman, 
who plays marvelously. As we said, 
we doubt the Wurlitzer pull of these 
faces, but they seem naturals for 


Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By George Frazier 








pancake turners. And no hot col- 
lection will be complete without 


them. 
Wax Facts 


Russ Case has two instrumentals 
back to back on an RCA-Victor this 
week. One is “As Years Go By,” 
based on Brahms, It’s a fine per- 
formance and, with a picture plug to 
help, should sell pretty well. This is 
the number derived from the tune 
that Robert (Arthur Rubinstein) 
Walker plays in “Song of Love.” Re. 
verse is “Secrets,” based on Tschai- 
kowsky’s Concerto for Violin. It’s 
very pretty. Whether it'll be popular 
or not is questionable—unless. of 
course, Robert Walker decides to 
take up violin, too. 

Sons of the Pioneers, who recently 
played Madison Square Garden with 
Roy Rogers, link arms and give 
nicely with “You Never Miss the 
Water Till the Well Runs Dry” on 
a current RCA-Victor. Other side is 
the lacrymose “Will There Be Sage- 
brush in Heaven?” The Sons seem 
real worried about this and we wish 
we could give an answer. Sorry, 
Sons. 


Air Freight Rate Cut 
Gives Coast Diskers 
Eastern Market Break 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 

With the Civil Aeronautics Board 
last week okaying new cross-country 
freight-rate of $9 per hundred- 
weight on records, indie platteries 
here have become jubilant and al- 
ready are making plans and deals 
to ship disks by air, instead of by 
truck, to eastern keys. Seldom have 
truckloads from here arrived around 
New York in less than two weeks. 

First deal made is by combination 
of Modern, Aladdin. Exclusive and 
Specialty labels, which manufac- 
ture here, but not in east. Four have 
made joint arrangement with “Fly- 
ing Tigers” service and have been 
guaranteed delivery anywhere in 
east within five days. 

New CAB rate breaks down to 
around 4c per record; old rate was 
8c; truck rate is 3c. By flying disks 
to the big eastern markets, the indie 
labels here hope to more easily com- 
pete with indies as well as major 
platteries which mill their product 
along Atlantic seaboard and hence 
have nation’s largest market at door- 
steps. 


VATICAN SINGERS OPEN 
AT POLO GROUNDS 


Roman Singers of Sacred Music 
opened their U. S. tour at the 
Polo Grounds on Saturday (2) under 
ideal weather conditions. Boxoffice 
of the Biltmore theatre was used for 
ticket sale and distribution, prin- 
cipally to make allotments to the 
agencies, but the advance sale for 
the debut was, disappointing. Scale 
at $6 top was indicated to be too 
high for the class of audience ex- 
pected, but 10,000 ‘or more admis- 
sions were on sale at the ball park 
for the first program at $1.20, and 
attendance was quite mild. 

Visiting male warblers, aged from 
eight years up, are accompanied by 
an electric organ only, mass choral 
effects being amplified. It’s expected 
that attendance at Ebbets Field, 
Brooklyn, Thursday’ (7) will be big, 
since that borough has 950,000 reg- 
istered Catholics. The choir does 
religious music. _The tour has been 
arranged for 99 stands. 

There are-54 vocalists selected 
from church choirs in tican City 
and Rome, under the direction of the 
Right Rev. Msgr. Licino Refice. Tour 
is under the general management of 
Frank H. Berend. 


. New Chi Ballroom 


Chicago, Aug. 5. 

Parkway Arena, newest Chicago 
ballroom, opened Sunday (3) with 
Tony Pastor’s orchestra, in for one 
week, Pastor will be followed by 
the International Sweethearts of 
Rhythm, Luis Russell and Dizzy 
Gillespie, in that order. Dancery 1S 
on the old White City Amusement 
Park grounds, Managers are McKie 
Fitzhugh, who was connected with 
the Pershing Ballroom, and Harry 
Smith, connected with El Grotto 
nitery. 

Bookings are being handled by 
Bob Phillips, of Chi Associated 














Booking office. 
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‘| Delay of Official Death of Form B 
Irks Agcys., Buyers, Accountants 





While the U. 8. Treasury and the¢ 


rican Federation of Musicians 
wrestle with a conclusive plan to 
handle a Form B-less_ musicians 
qorld, problems keep piling up for 
poth salesmen and buyers of music 
and their accountants, who do not 
know how to conduct themselves. 
‘although the Supreme Court 
knocked out Form B, the AFM has 
pot yet come up with a substitute 
plank and buyers are by now be- 
eoming adamant against signaturing 
its terms. Meanwhile, the AFM 
itself is in a spot, awaiting a Treas- 
ury directive. ' 
Another confusing angle which 
has agisen to plague accountants for 
bands is the varied application in 
different states of unemployment tax 
collection laws, It seems that in 
New York state an “employer” is 
anyone who hires four or more 
people for 14 or more consecutive 
days. Anyone qualifying must pay 
the employer’s share of unemploy- 
ment taxes for his hirelings and 
within that purview comes the 
average bandleader, although lately 
the trend is toward smaller bands. 
But, where the rub comes in in so 
far as bandleaders are concerned, 
is that they do not stay in one 
place. For example: if a band of 
more than 14 people plays four 
weeks on location in N. Y., four on 
location in Chicago, four ditto in 
Hollywood or anywhere else, it’s 
conceivable that they'll be paying 
unemployment taxes in each state. 
Accountants are endeavoring to 
determine if there is a “reciprocal” 
agreement among states governing 
such unusual cases. If there is none, 


they would like to launch a move | 


in that direction. Meanwhile, the 
majority of them have been with- 
holding from their bands’ salaries 
all the necessary deductions, includ- 
ing unemployment, social security 
and withholding taxes and placing 
them in escrow awaiting final word 
from the AFM and Treasury. They 
are not taking any chances. 

AFM itself claims to have not had 
any word from the Treasury re- 
garding the methods to be used in 
. handiling a Form B-less biz. But 
Treasury local branches in various 
parts of the country are said to 
have received orders from the home 
office that bandleaders are the em- 
ployers of their men. 

It’s taking the American Federa- 
tion of Musicians and the U. S. 
Treasury Department so long to 
orient themselves to the recent 
death of the union’s Form B Con- 
tract, that talent buyers are becom- 
ing balky. Expecting a communique 

(Continued on page 34) 


BMI Takes Over 
Associated Music 


Broadcast Music, Inc., added con- 
siderable stature and music to its 
catalog last week by completing a 
deal whereby it assumed control of 
Associated Music Publishers, Inc.. 
through the purchase of all of the 
company’s capital stock. Merritt E. 
Tompkins, a vice-president of BMI, 
who before the organization of the 
latter was president of AMP, will 
return there to run AMP's affairs. 
This move by him was cited in 

ARIETY more than a month ago. 

Equally as important to BMI as 

€ acquisition of the publishing and 
performing rights to AMP’s own 
Catalog, which is fairly extensive, is 
the fact that in making the deal 
BMI also assumes, through AMP, 
the publishing and performing 
rights in this country to a group of 
15 foreign firms. Among these are 
German, French, English, Hungarian 
and Dutch publishers who represent 
Such writers as Schoenberg, Richard 
Strauss, Stravinsky, Sibelius, Hinde- 
mith, Weinberger and many others. 


Carle’s Col. Pix Deal 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 

Frankie Carle's orchestra, now 
Playing the Palladium Ballroom 
here, has been signed by Jonie Taps, 
of Columbia Pictures, for a part in 
Mary Lou,” due before the cameras 
S00n. Gene Krupa’s orchestra, 
Signed previously for the “Mary 
“ou” spot, is being shifted into 
Glamour Girl.” 

Columbia is still the only major 
Studio using name band in any 


quantity in majer productions or 
shorts. 








Kaye Won't Book Himself; 
0.0.’s New Agcy. Tieup 


Sammy Kaye, who for the past 
several months has been hankering 
to book his own band following the 
expiration in Sept. of his Music 
Corp. of America contract, definitely 
will align with one of the agencies. 
He has given up all thoughts of 
handling the dating through his own 
office. It remains to be seen which 
outfit he’ll sign with: he has had 
conversations with virtually every 
major and minor outfit. 

Meanwhile, to guard against find- 
{ing himself with unbooked time fol- 
lowing the death of the MCA deal, 
his managers have booked him 
themselves beyond the MCA agree- 
ment. Week of Sept. 18 is to be 
played at the RKO, Boston theatre; 
Sept. 29, Click, Philadelphia; week 
of Oct. 9, Albee theatre, Cincinnati, 


dependently. 


$02, N.Y., Ponders 
T-H Law Effect 





There is some speculation going 


| band agency executives and hotel 
owners over the effect the recently 
enacted Taft-Hartley law may have 
on the collection of the $3 per man 
tax for remote broadcasts by N. Y. 
Local 802 of the American Feder- 
ation of Musicians. Due to the con- 
cern among various agency execu- 
tives as to the effect the various 





| Clauses of the bill have on more im- | 
| portant facets of the business, none | 


j|had thought before of how~it might 
| effect 802’s collection of the remote 
| tax, 

| T-H law, it’s asserted by those who 
| are certain they clearly understand 
its meanings, bars the sort of method 

802 uses in collecting the tax. It 
charges the employer of the band 
| $3 for each musician in a band for 
|each remote broadcast, the money 
|going into a welfare fund. It 
specifically bars the musicians them- 
selves or the leader of a band s0 
involved from paying the tax. 

It's pointed out that this situation 
is akin to the national AFM-body’s 
contract with recording companies, 
which gave the union a royalty on 
each recording sold by the manu- 
facturers. This conflicts with the 
T-H Act, which forbids such collec- 
tions unless only the men involved 
in the making of the recordings 
share the resultant fund. It’s felt 
that the remote broadcast tax is 
identical in principal and also a vio- 
lation of the labor bill. 


LONG INTO N.Y. PENN, 
ENDING AGCY. WRANGLE 


Johnny Long’s orchestra gets its 
first crack at the Pennsylvania hotel, 
New York, this year, putting an end 
to the agency battling for the period 
following Claude Thornhill, who 
opens Sept. 8. Long goes in Oct. 20 
for a minimum of four weeks, 
having beaten out in the bid by 
William Morris agency te book Hal 
McIntyre for his first run at the 
Penn. General Artists set Long. 

Who will follow Long into the 
Penn's Cafe Rouge is undetermined. 
It may be Charlie Spivak. 


McCabe Nixes Va. Deal 


New York hotel scene nearly lost 
another talent buyer last week when 
James V. McCabe, managing direc- 
tor of the Pennsylvania hotel, 
mulled an offer to take over the 
running of the swank Green Briar, 
Hot Springs, Va. resort. McCabe 
delayed his current vacation trip to 
San Francisco while thinking it 
over and finally decided to remain 
with the Penn. 








the Palmer House, Chicago, is said 


ginia resort. 








Beatrice Kay has been set for the 
Chase hotel, St. Louis, Sept. 5. 


On Tax Collection 


on in New York at the moment by+ 


Sunbrock Defaults, Pubs 
Win Infringement Suits 


Infringement suits brought in New 
York federal court early in June by 
five music publishing houses against 
Larry Sunbrock and Sunbrock Rodeo, 
Inc. were won by the pubs last week 
when the rodeo head defaulted by 
failing to file answers. Federal 
Judge Alexander Holtzoff issued a 
final decree against the defendants 
awarding the pubs a total of $1,- 
250 damages, pius attorney costs. 

Action was based upon infringe- 
ment of five songs during a perform- 
ance of the rodeo in New Haven last 
| May. Witmark’s “California, Here I 
| Come,” Feist’s “In a Little Spanish 
| Town,” Shapiro-Bernstein’s ‘The 
|Last Roundup,” Remick’s “Gal in 
| Calico,” and Berlin’s “Pretty Girl Is 
|Like a \Melody” were involved. 
| Legal $250 was asked for each viola- 
tion, 


Mus-Art Cracks 
MCA Statler Hold 


New Mus-Art Agency, consisting 











and for which the latter agency 
has little love, is, on the basis of 
irecent bookings, becoming annoy- 
| ing to the “Star-Spangled Octopus.” 
} Last week, for example, Mus-Art 
|cracked the Statler hotel chain, a 
territory that has been staked out 
| as almost a complete exclusive by 
| MCA for years. Mus-Art’s Al Gaz- 
|ley set Arturos’ orchestra into the 
| Statler, St. Louis, opening Sept. 21 
|for indefinite period, and booked 


| Gali-Gali into Statler stops in De- 


troit, opening” Dec. 15 .for three 
| weeks, Buffalo, opening Feb. 17 for 
| two, and Boston, March 1, 

In addition, Mus-Art’s Chicago 
,head, .Russ Facchine, who MCA 
| would like to get back, upset MCA’s 
| Fall plans at the Palmer House. 
| There Facchine set the new Murray 
Arnold orchestra to open on a date 
|as yet indefinite (to be determined 
| when Merriel Abbott, buyer for the 
|Palmer House, gets back from 
| Europe.). 


Tex Beneke’s Top Coin 
Draw for Fair Grounds; 
Breaks Midwest Records 


Tex Beneke-Glenn Miller orches- 








tra, which has been setting one- | . 
long siege. 


night and theatre b.o. records all 
summer, came up with what may be 
a new one last week when it signed 
a contract to work the Reading and 
York, Pa., annual fairs. For the Read- 
ing deal, to be played Sept. 7-8, 
Beneke’s crew is drawing $6,500—for 
60-minutes of work. Contract calls 
for a “maximum” of 30 minutes of 
music each night, in concert form. 
At York, on Sept. 12, the band is 
drawing $3,500 for 45-minutes’ work. 

Beneke, now working the midw®st, 
incidentally, left a trail of broken 
records behind him last week. He 
finished a week at Eastwood Gar- 
dens, Detroit, last Wednesday (30), 
piling up a gross of just under $19,- 
000, topping his own record of last 
year. Best previous week here this 
year was $11,000. Friday (1) band 
broke Tommy Dorsey's mark at 
Moonlight Gardens, Coney Island, 
Cincinnati, drawing 4,720 at $2 for a 
$9.440 gross. At Russell's Point, O., 
he grossed $7,855 on 3,142 people at 
$2.50 per; at Capitol theatre, Wheel- 
ing, W. Va., Sunday (3), band cracked 
Vaughn Monroe's mark with a gross 
of $4,281. 


IKE CARPENTER GETS 
WM RELEASE FOR $400 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 

Ike Carpenter's orchestra has se- 
cured a release from its William 
Morris agency contract by paying 
$400 to the percentery to shred the 
pact. There had been differences 
between band and agency for some 
time. 

Recently when Carpenter was 
idling hereabouts, his personal man- 
ager Hal Gordon booked crew for 
three vaude weeks in Pacific North- 
west and told Morris office that it 
would garner no commission since 
it had not fished up the dates. Morris, 
which always gives every break to 
a client quietly agreed. 

Last week orchestra returned and 
when agency advised it had a fort- 








Ed Lawless, former manager of | night available at Cai-Neva Lodge. ; 
|Lake Tahoe, at $1,700 per week, | 
‘to be assuming charge of the Vir- | Gordon and Carpenter replied they ° 


| had personally inaugurated another 
| deal to play Million Dollar theatre 
| week of Aug. 19. Morris thereupon 
j suggested quits be called. 





Groen, AFM Exec, Accused of Attempt 
To Intimidate Coast Probe Witness 





James, Other Bands Do 
Well on A.C. Steel Pier 


Atlantic Cit:, Aug. 5. 

Harry James’ Steel Pier date 
(26-30) brought out business not bet- 
ter than last year, but resulted in 
one of the biggest Saturday night 
(26) crowds on the pier so far this 
summer. On that night, however, 
both James’ and Elliot Lawrence’s 
orchestras were on the ballroom 
bandstand. 


Without revealing grosses, George | 
Hamid, owner, says that James was 


only one of many attractions, the 
booking was a better deal than last 


year for him for, while he drew the | 


same biz as last year, he bought 
James for 25% less this season. 

Following Saturday night (2), 
Carmen Cavallaro did second best 
biz for that particular weekend 
night. Hamid said two contrasting 
crowds visited ballroom. Dancing 
crowd for James; watching crowd 
for Cavallaro, 


Major Pubs Hold 
To Biz Level In 
Spite of Slump 


Despite the fact that the sale of 
sheet music is and has been for 
weeks in a slump, which comes 
close to being the deepest business 
lag the music field ever ran into, 
none of the major firms has so far 
shown an inclination toward large- 
scale revision of operating costs. 
Virtually every one of the major 
publishers, even some of those with 
tunes among the bestseller lists, 
have been taking it on the chin in 
recent weks, so heavy is their over- 
head. 

Rather than retrench immediately, 
most of the pubs have been ¢on- 
tinuing on the same scale of opera- 





tion on the theory that the business 








will snap out of it come fall. If it 
doesn’t, there will be a wholesale 
clearing of operational decks for a 


feel that the end of this month or 
September will show a_ gradual 
trend back toward a more normal 
sales graph—and they don’t mean 
the norm laid down by the war 
years. Such figures went out with 
Hitler. 

They are heartened a bit, too, by 
the slowly rising recording business, 
which is still far off, but which at 
least has been showing some life. 
Band managers and recording peo- 
ple who while on the road have de- 
veloped a habit of checking record 
stores and distributors feel better 
about recent occurrences. One dis- 
tributor in Richmond, Va., last week 
pointed out a $3,000 gross day to a 
band manager, as against the $900 
and less he’d been doing daily in 
recent weeks. 


VICTOR BLAU TO EUROPE 
TO 0.0. WB MUSIC SCEN 


Victor Blau, copyright executive 
with the Music Publishers Holding 
Corp. (Warner Bros. firm), leaves 
New York for Europe Friday (8) on 
his first trip into that territory since 
1938. Blau will be overseas eight 
weeks, looking into the music situ- 
ation as it applies to the WB firms, 
in France, Italy, Belgium, England, 
Switzerland, et al. 

WB at the moment has an office 
in France and, among other things, 
Blau will survey the advisability of 
establishing branches in other coun- 
tries. Beyond France, WB publish- 
er connections are with individual 
firms which hold the rights to WB 
tunes in various countries. 


MacRae’s Capitol Deal 


Gordon MacRae 








However, most pubs | 


+ Hollywood, Aug. 5. 


John Ten Groen, v.p. of Local 47 


sicians here, was charged yesterday 
(Monday) with attempting to in- 
timidate a witness due to appear be- 
fore the subcommittee of the House 
Labor Committee, which is conduct- 
ing an investigation here into union 
practices. Charge was levelled by 
Leo Soble, booking-agent, whose 
| AFM license had been revoked 
| without explanation 27 months ago 
| and which was returned to him last 
|} Sunday (3) by James C. Petrillo, 
| president of the national body. 

Soble told the subcommittee mem- 
bers that Ten Groen had urged him 
to explain to them that an amicable 
settlement had been reached be- 
tween himself and the union. He 
| testified that in April, 1945, his AFM 
|license to book union bands had 
| been cancelled without explanation. 
| He said he had written four letters 
|to the local seeking the reason and 
asking for hearings before the local’s 
| governing board, but none ever was 
acknowledged. 


Meanwhile, J. K. “Spike” Wallace, 
president of 47, has avoided an ap- 
pearance before the subcommittee. 
His. physician was summoned by 
the probers and he explained that 
| Wallace is ill with a heart ailment 
jand high blood pressure’ and 
| couldn't attend, whereupon the com- 
| mittee members pointed out that, ac- 
|cording to 47 records, Wallace had 
|attended seven board meets since 
| June 6. Doctor retorted he couldn't 
| be responsible for his patient if Wal- 
| lace were forced to testify. 
| Probers then went into the Earl 
| Carroll situation. C, L. Bagley, v.p. 
lof national AFM and legal counsel 

or local 47, said under oath 
that the three musicians Earl 
| Carroll claims he was forced to hire 
/had been on his payroll over two 
| years. A letter was produced, from 
| the local to Carroll, stating that the 
showman must at all times have fi 
minimum of 16 musicians ‘(which 
|would include the three disputed 
|'men). At this point the inquiry 
{reached a stalemate, since none of 
| the 47 executives could remember 
| details of the discussions with Car- 
| roll in relation to his beefs. 
| Frank D. Pendleton, 47's recording 
| Secretary, turned over to the com- 
| mittee head, Irving McCann, four 
volumes of minutes of the local’s re- 
cent meetings. 


Tele disputes are due for an air- 
ing before the subcommittee later 
this week, then the subject of juris- 
dictional fights involving film studios 
will come up for perusal. 


Louis Armstrong 
Nixed on D.C. Date 


Ernest Anderson, who's handling 
the forthcoming concert tour to be 
made by Louis Armstrong with a 
seven-piece. band plus Jack Tea- 
garden, drew a polite rebuff last 
week when he attempted to book 
| Armstrong into the Constitution Hall, 
| Washington, D. C. Hall drew nation- 
| wide notoriety several years ago 
|when it refused to house a recital 
| by Marian Anderson. He also made 
a pitch for a stand there by Ethel 
Waters and the Hall Johnson choir 
and got the same turndown., 


Anderson blew up over the Arm- 
strong incident, pointing out that 
D. C. fans of Armstrong, whose tal- 
ent is legendary among jazz de- 
votees, will not, because of the Hall's 
attitude toward Negro performers, 
be able to see him work. There’s 
no other spot suitable. 


Basie Into Strand, N. Y. 


Count Basie’s orchestra, which 
played the Roxy theatre, New York, 
for its last several dates on Broad- 
way, goes back to the Strand this 
trip. Basie has been booked to open 




















Aug. 22 for four weeks. Date cuts 


completed his; short his run at the Paradise Club, 


deal with Capitol Records late last | Atlantic City, where he had been 
week, signing a contract to record | set for an indefinite period up to 


for that company for one year with 
options. He'll make his first record- 
ings for the label in a couple weeks 


Labor Day. 
Strand currently has Freddy Mar- 


|tin’s orchestra with “Cry Wolf”. 


(Paul Weston, Cap recording direc-| Next, it brings in a second pair of 


tor, is due in N. Y. this week and 
will record several artists while 
here). 


| reissued films for two weeks without 
|a stage show, a situation simiiar to 
+one occurring a short while back. 


MacRae was formerly with the | Thereafter Basie resumes a vaudfilm 


Apollo label, a New York indie. 


policy. 


of the American Federation of Mue. 
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Alexander Circularizes B’ casters 


In Behalf of Small Music Pubs 


Washington, Aug. 5. 

Perry Alexander, small New York 
music publisher, is carrying his re- 
cently-launched fight for a_ better 
break for himself and contempo- 
raries affiliated with Broadcast Mu- 
sic, to the radio networks and in- 
dividual station owners, collectively 
owners and financiers of the music 
rights organization. Alexander last 
week circularized station owners, 


Justin Miller, president of the Na- 
tional Assn. of Broadcasters, and ; 
others, with a letter bitterly attack-|cently appointed prez, and rakes 
ing BMI’s_ so-called “incentive | °V°T Merritt E. Tompkins, v.p. (now 
scheme” methods of handling small|™0ving to a new job, see separate 
pubs ($48 per plug arrangements) | Story), Sidney Kaye, one of the 
and singling out individuals con-| founders, and attorney Bob Burton. 
nected with BMI for a raking. 


Alexander, who claims in his let- 
ter to represent 100 small BMI pubs, 
urged broadcasters to see to it that 
a committee from among their num- 


ber be named to meet with himself 
and a committee of those he repre- 
sents. His letter has had some ef- 
fect, since several D. C. station-own- 
ers who have received it assert that 
the charges are sufficiently serious 
in their opinion to warrant a survey 
and possibly the formation of the 
requested radio committee to check 
into the situation. 

In raking over BMI’s executives 
for claimed “insulting, indifferent” 
methods of dealing with publishers 
of his level, Alexander misses none. 
He starts with Carl Haverlin, re- 





Sidney Mills, professional man- 
ager Mills Music, out of hospital 
after checkup. 
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BML ey Set” 


HIT TUNES FOR AUGUST 
(On Records) 


CASTANETS AND LACE (Republic) 


Sammy Kaye—Vic. 20-2345 © Bob Houston—MGM* 


COME TO THE MARDI GRAS (Peer) 


Xavier Cugat—Col. 37556 © Freddy Martin—Vic. 20-2288 
Victor Lombardo—Maj. 7243 © Fernando Alvares—Sig. 15145 
Andrews Sisters—Decca* © Dinning Sisters—Cap.* 


IT TAKES TIME = {Lendon) 


Benny Goodman—Cap. 376 © Lovis Armstrong—Vic. 20-2229 
Doris Day—Col. 37324 © Guy Lombardo—Dec. 23865 


| WONDER WHO’S KISSING HER NOW (Marks) 


Perry Como—Vic. 20-2315 © Ted Weems-Perry Como—Dec. 25078 
Ray Noble—Col. 37544 © Dinning Sisters—Cap. 433 
Jean Sablon—Vic. 25-0101 © Danny Kaye—Dec. 24110 
Dick Robertson—Dec. 1512 © Ben Yost Singers—Sonora 1084 
Four Vagabonds—Apollo 1055 © Jatk Mclean—Coast 8002 
Frank Froeba—Dec. 23602 © Bobby Doyle—Sig. 15057 
D’Artega—Sonora 2012 © Foy Willing—Maj. 6013 
Joe Howard—Deluxe 1036 ® Marshall Young—Rainbow 10002 
Joseph Littau—Pilotone 5132 © Jerry Cooper—Diamond 2082 
Wayne King—Vic.* 


JUST AN OLD LOVE OF MINE = (Campbeli-Porgie) 
Billy Eckstine—MGM 10043 © Dick Farney—Maj. 7248 
Tommy Dorsey—Vic. 20-2371 © Peggy Lee—Cap.* 
Doris Day—€ol.* 


LOLITA LOPEZ (Encore) 


Freddy Martin—Vic. 20-2288 © Dinning Sisters—Cap. 433 


MY ADOBE HACIENDA (Peer) 
Eddy Howard—Maj. 1117 © Billy Williems—Vic. 20-2150 
Kenny Baker—Dec. 23846 © Jack Mclean—Coast 8001 
Coffman Sisters—Ent. 147 © Esquire Trio—Rhapsody 102 
Hammondairs—Mars 1037 © Bobby True Trio—Mercury 3057 
Art Kassel—Vogue 785 ® Billy Hughes—King 609 
Lovise Massey—Col. 37332 © Dinning Sisters—Cap. 389 


SMOKE! SMOKE! SMOKE! (That Cigarette) 


(American) 
Tex Williams—Cap. 40001 ® Phil Harris—Vic. 20-2370 
Lawrence Welk—Dec. 24113 © Deuce Spriggins—Coast 263 


STORY OF SORRENTO (Pemora) 


j) Buddy Clark-Xavier Cugat—Col. 37507 ® Bobby Doyle—Sig. 15079 


THERE’S THAT LONELY FEELING AGAIN a 
(Mellin 

Hal Mcingyre—MGM .10032 © Connee Boswell—Apollo 1064 
Louis Prima>Maj, 1145 @ Chazlie Spivak—Vic. 20-2287 
Frankie Carle—Col. 37484 © Freddy Stewart—Cap. 426 


*Soon To Be Released. 

















Goming Up 
AIN'T NO HURRY, BABY (Stuart) 
EV'RYBODY AND HIS BROTHER 
FORGIVING YOU (Mellin) 
GOT A RING AROUND ROSIE'S FINGER 


(BMI) 


; (Dawn) 
HILLS OF COLORADO (London) 
™) HONEYMOON (Marks) — ; 
“ IT'S SO NICE TO BE NIGE (Tune-House) x 
MY LOVE FOR you (Encore) 


TENNESSEE (Stevens) 
THIS 1S THE INSIDE STORY (stevens) 


WAIT'LL I GET MY SUNSHINE IN THE 
MOONLIGHT = (Vanguard) 


YOU'RE THE PRETTIEST THING 







{Duchess} 
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jof handling a Form B-less business, 


Songs With Largest Radio Audiences 


The top 32 songs of the week, based on the copyrighted Audience Cov- 
erage Index Survey of Popular Music Broadcast over Radio Networks. 
Published by the Office of Research, Inc., Dr, John G. Peatman, Director. 


Survey Week of July 25-31, 1947 
Across the Alley From the Alamo....., iv areetdeatcveetense ene 
Ain’tcha Ever Comin’ Back. buh pedis kes ved 00 qo menneNe 
Almost Like Being In Love—*“Brigadoon” re eter ree a: 
An Apple Blossom Wedding............... Ccvcescececs coos SNMpIrO-B 
As Long As I’m Dreaming—i“Welcome Stranger”........+.Burke-VH 
BB SORTS Res is CV ee hse beds che dows eb: c0sebereee 680tIEE 
AS ANVORG WHO TROWE, 6 iiccc.ccacccedsceccccacesboce coos Were 


RO Ga cs ieb on Bow RR Os Le PUA ry Ly are ry eet ye WorperTr 
SS ee ik CER emu 3 oom Lg 55 eh eR Baer waa’ .-.-Oxford 
eT ee Oe at, a a ae eeeee BOUthern 
a Pe te BD er rr er eee Triangle 
SPOR Seis Get OT gcc kc ccc cvcbccsedvteebses . eee RODbins 
Stee SE RO Sn ee ele ce uisceweenuaoe’® e+» Lombardo 
Ev’rybody And His Brother. ee 00a cee 
Feudin’ and Fightin’—7+“Sons 0’ Guns” aries ce as ahaa o »» Chappell 
5 ee ae ES os ond doko wer bbedceceneenbnaws ...- Barton 

Bi RNS SES ee Cee cates +. eee Melrose 

I Wish I Didn’t Love You So—?“Perils of Pauline” ees oes Paramount 
I Wonder I Wonder I Wonder................-00-08 -e+e ¢ee-RODbiINS 


I Wonder Who’s Kissing Her Now—i“I Wonder Now” «ee. k. B. Marks 





Ivy—i “Ivy” eee eee © eee eee eee ee ee ®eeeereae fee -Burke- VH 
Je Vous Aime—t“Copacabana” .,...cccscccsecdeccvcceca ce . Crawford 
SOE as iis + Gore Pome bbe Bee Sao 00000 6265 vakouen. obo cp tee Orn 
MOY WORT Oe FEC. 6d 05s v eb ecb cbeca cmese aig areu you . +ee-Martin 
Me UUIO Gs oh Ueb ae wah ce fesse cebtecerh wo obibane seks Rete eee 
My Heart Is a Hobo—t“Welcome WUPOENE o8565.cb cscs »»..Burke-VH 
AIS ON iro he WRT oa Sars tare bE EAU D ES bibee pecoveet .s. eee Chappell 
Oe SP Bee MOONS FEN cb eas coe od neat. base aCeo vee oe. eee RODDINS 
Red Silk Stockings and Green Perfume. ..cccececsceccs +ee-Morris 
Tallahassee—;“Variety Girl” ........... bao oesueee ed BIROUS 
RE MPD BA Whs bass 06 06540066400 0400b0000b0%5 PPPOE 
Whiffenpoof Song ........e0.00. ern vet Tee OOTe MOTT PT Prey ly 
The remaining 19 songs of the week, from the copyrighted ACI 


(Peatman). 


A Sunday Kind of Love............05 ‘ ign arelcducs 44 eee 
ent MA as oe sis 0. 6 6 Oe beak peen q Ee eee ee PERT te Harms 
eM IA OP EONIE SEC oS Ss vce tas Shas ede Minendernete e+». Warren 

I Believe—t“It Happened in Brooklyn”.............+e.++--Sinatra 

I Can’t Get Up the Nerve To Kiss You.........ceeeeeeeees . Santly-Joy 
I Do Do Do Like You....... enes tear eukrs belvee ok CeCe 
If My Heart Had a Window............ EO ee Sa Lee EY wakes Mutual 
I’m So\Right Tonight..... Seer Aria? ee cee eeanerre re. st Leeds 
RVR retin) Co Ck ache V4.0. 00 68 de beer ec tee sve sdk 0 66 cere 
Dr  RRMPIETIOE CSc acebak ess chscelebcrtpes tee . +» Berlin 
Biy AGODe@ Hacienda |... ck thc ccicccce "¢ 0 o.mpcccccss.c es eCUIern 
Old Devil Moon—*“Finian’s “Rainbow” Sh de RL 6S Bak SS -..-Crawford 
On the Old Spanish Trail...:........ Hanae Pew encase } 00 )mE OED 
Rockin’ Horse Cowboy ............... $0.0 0 pae o's or eseeve coe ek ALTOW 
EEO ee + 05.0660 000g eekse 66s cu eEe 
There’s That Lonely Feeling Again............ > he be'o 0.0 0b yee 
Time After Time—i“It Happened In Brooklyn”..... ceo cee minatra 
cana ats sh abe chk eek CNTR ie eae Oey bee ceccebp 304 <meeee 


Would You Believe Me—;‘ ‘Love and Learn” ACRE TE OR 





¢t Filmusical. * Legit Musical. 


Lombardo at It Again; 
Times Playdates With 
Top Sport on Calendar 


Guy Lombardo, who often sets 
work dates for his band that coin- 
cide in time and locale with speed- 
boat races in which he enters his 
“Tempo VI,” came up with a new 
one last week. He may go back into 
the Roosevelt hotel, New York, 
earlier than he usually does so as 
to be working in N. Y. at the time 
of*the World Series, in which the 
N. Y. Yankees look like a cinch to 
take part and which may turn out 
to be an all-N. Y. affair, with Brook- 
lyn as opposition. 

Lombardo has advised Music Corp. 
of America not to set him on certain” 
dates they had in mind so as to 
leave room for a possible early Oc- 
tober debut at the Roosevelt instead 
of three or four weeks later, as orig- 
inally intended. As it stands now, 
Orrin Tucker’s orchestra reopens the 
Roosevelt's refurbished Grill Aug. 28 | 
for four weeks, with Lombardo to 
follow. 





—e 





Form B Delay 


Continued from page 33 


from the Treasury on various phases 


the AFM has delayed in issuing a 
replacement contract blank elimi- 
nating clauses which make the buyer 
of a band its employer and subject 
to Social Security and Unemploy- 
ment taxes for musicians. As a re- 
sult, many hotels are delaying sign- | 
ing contracts on completed talent | 
deals. 
In a majority of the cases involv- | 
ing delayed signings, however, hotels | 
involved are willing to john hancock 
completed agreements on the con- | 
dition that the agency’ selling the | 
talent affix to the contract a letter 
absolving them from the long-dis- | 
puted tax clauses of the Form B 
blank. They have had so much} 
trouble in the past with confusing | 
orders concerning Form B that they | 
do not want to take chances on 
signing Form B blanks regardless | 
of the fact that the U. S. Supreme 
Court weeks ago put it out of ex- 


(When | Say 





Copies Are Ready 


Five Columbus Circle 





istence, 





Local 47 Halts Funds 
For Anti-Labor Law 
Fight to Study T-H Bill 


Hollywood, Aug. 5, 

American Federation of Musicians’ 
Local 47 which has earmarked from 
its treasury a huge fund to fight antie 
labor legislation, l.te last week sud. 
denly realized it might be violating 
the Taft-Hartley Law and hence has 
paused in its plans. Last April the 
local set aside $20,000 to battle the 
then-proposed law and spent about 
$6,000 in radio blasts before the law 
became effective. Last week $12,000 
was gifted to the Los Angeles Cen. 
tral Labor Council as a further labor 
war chest. 

Local 47 heads were tipped that 
the T-H Act is sewn with “teeth 
which bars unions from using funds 
for political purposes. While the law 
permits donations to any cause, it 
polices all expenditures. Now all 
the fight seems to have gone out of 
Local 47, while its execs probe for 
an idea of how the funds can be ad- 
Ministered in propagandizing against 
labor legislation on all fronts and 
yet remain within precepts of the 
wide-sweeping T-H Act. 
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wee ea as Be 


WE WISH TO ANNGUNCE OUR OPENING! 
NO FANFARES— 


NO FIREWORKS— 
NO BALLYHOO— 


JUST SONGS 


“TM HAVING A LOT OF FUN 
GROWING OLD” 


A Swell Tune, a Great Lyric, a New Idea 


DIFFERENT 


xk 


“EVRY THING’LL BE ALL RIGHT” 


A Rhythm Novelty—A Great Band Tune 
“and 


“IT’S REALLY MY HEART 
THAT SPEAKS” 


A Ballad That Possesses Undeniable Heart Appeal 


BEE-C-BEE 


Music Corporation 


CO. 5-7487 


‘WHERE BROADWAY MEETS THE CIRCLE’ 


. GREAT NEW DISC! « 


Recorded by 


M Charlie Barnet . 


APOLLO No. AP- 3100 





STRUTTERS’ 
BALL 


By Shelton Brooks 





1619 Broadway * New York, N.Y. 
HARRY LINK, Gen. Prof. Mgr. 
GEORGE DALIN, Prof. Mgr. 


! 


I Love You) 


Send for Yours 


New York 19, N. Y. 
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from the PARAMOUNT pICTURE x "ae 


“PERILS OF PAULINE” 


y Hutton and john Lund 









Starring Bett 


FRANK LOESSER 





LOVE YOU SO i 


Dick Haymes—Decca 
Dinah Shore—Columbia Beity Hutton—Capitol 
Vaughn Monroe—Viclor Dick Farney—Mailestic 


poppA, DONT PREACH 10 ME 


Betty Hutton—Capitel 
i Merry Mats—Majestic 


RUMBLE, RUMBLE 1 RUMBLE 


Belly Hutton—Capitol 


THE SEWING MACHINE 


Belty Hutton—Capite 











reer see ewes 
from the pARAMOUNT : 
“DEAR RUTH” FINE TH 
starring jgoan caulfield and 
william Holden Charlie Spivak 
Les Brown —— 
Dick Farney ~~ 
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Woody Herman— 
Columbia 
Alvino Rey—Capitol Frank Loesser—M6M 
Two-Ton Baker—Mereury ~ seen Spivak—RCA Victor 
argaret Whifing—Capi Kay —LColumbla 
Dick wal sas 4 ” nd HGH 


sla sant r F 
GTON AND VICTOR YOUNG _ + 
: JUST PASSED’ 


Ray Bloch—Si 
Billy Delchen ts i Harry James—Col 
Victor Young—Dec _— Frank ae = are BY CEORC 
Dik Haymes Decca Johnny Johnston MGM a E MARION JR. AND 
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efer—Sonora Hal Mcinty ys—Decea ny James—Cotumbia 
hes tyre—M6M Margaret Whiting—Capitol : 
Dosh—Continental Ronnie K Ej 
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Bands at Hotel B.0.’s 
Covers fotai 
Weeks Past Covers 
Band Hotet Played Week On Date 
Sammy Kaye.... Astor Roof (850; $1-$1.25).......... 7 3,225 24,850 
Guy Lombardo .. Waldorf (400; $2) .... .. .......... 4 2.956 12,050 
Skitch Henderson. Pennsylvania (500; $1-$1.50)........ 6 1,400 10,850 
Jerry Wald*...... New Yorker (400; $1-$1.50)......... 1 1,150 1.995 
Johnny Pineapple. Lexington (300; $1-$1.50)...... Rear vf 875 35,525 





*ice Revue at New Yorker. 


Chicago 

Freddie Nagel (Empire Room, Palmer; 650; $3.50 min.). 
Nagel garnering class trade for good 4,400 

Charlie Ventura (College Inn, Sherman: 900; $2-$3.50 min.) Ventura, 

Dick Farney, Clark Dennis, Jose Melis and Jackie Cain, Excellent 5,500. 

Los Angeles 

(Ambassador; 900; $1-$1.50) 


Liberace and 


Eddy Howard 
2,600 covers. 

Russ Morgan (Biltmore; 900; $1-$1.50). 
downtown: okay 2,000 tabs. 


Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 


(Chicago) 
Marty Gould (Chez Paree; 650; $3.50 min.). 
* @fty convention equalled smash 6,200. 

Henry King (Aragon; $0.90-$1.15. adm.). 
of King hot 18,200. 

Ray Pearl (Blackhawk; 500; $2.50 min.). 
8,900. 

Lawrence Welk (Trianon; $0.90-$1.15 adm.). Potent 18,000. 

Buddy Shaw (Latin Quarter; 700; $2.50 min.). Ritz Brothers, Connie 
Russell, who opened Wednesday (30) gave walk-up nitery crisp 5,600. 

(Los Angeles) 

Jack Barrows (Aragon, B, Ocean Park, 9th 
admishes. 

Tommy Dorsey (Casino Gardens, B, Ocean Park, 9th wk). Stout 10,000 
adntishes. Difficult to estimate biz as terpalace is using plenty ducat 
dodges to draw. 

Frankie Carle (Palladium, B, Hollywood, 2d wk). 
tomers; torrid weather militating against site. 


MCA Combs Collegiate 


ABE OLMAN 
Circuit for Salesmen 


Beating heat wave; okay 


Using plenty of bally to lure ‘em 


2 


Danny Thomas plus jew- 
Dick Jurgens out. Full week 


Slipped slightly to still smooth 





wk). Skidded to 4,400 


Okay at 12,000 cus- 











SUGGESTS FOR YOUR PROGRAM | 


YOURE | 


A partment heads are taking a leaf 


| from the book of Billy Goodheart, 


of the agency’s New 
York office, and searching various 
Music by... 
JIMMY McHUGH 


colleges throughout the country for 
ROBBINS MUSIC CORP. 


former’ boss 


raw manpower to train into sales- 
men. Agency heads have written 
|or are about to contact various col- 
|lege professors for leads on pros- 
|pects deemed by the latter as pos- 
| sibilities. 




















it GLEN GARR 


and his orchestra 
featuring 


MAURY FRAWLEY and THE STARLETS 


Now 6th week and continuing 


} RUSTIC CABIN 


Englewood Cliffs, N. J. 
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Music Corp. of America band de- | 








Broadcasting Mutual and NEC Networks 


~ErmAEANLT 


MANA 


ASSOCIATED BOOKING CORP. 


JOE GLASER, Pres. 


k 22 54 W. Randolph: St. 


YAr 
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10 Best Sheet Sellers 


(Week Ending, Aug. 2) 
Peg O’ My Heart...... Robbins 
I Wonder, I Wonder....Robbins 
That’s My Desire..........Mills 


Across Alley Alamo..... Capitol 
CTUSOON isa cas wen e vos Oxford 
Who’s Kissing Her........ Marks 


Anyone Who Knows...Witmark 
Almost Like Being Love... .Fox 
Feudin’ and Fightin’..,Chappell 
EUS oii ides eee Burke-VH 


Second 10 
Apple Blossom Wed’g.Shapiro-B 
Had Life Live Over....General 





Linda .. eT ge ore Maytair | 
I Wish Didn’t Love..Paramount _ | 
Tallahassee rp Famous | 
Aintcha Comin’ Back..-.Sinatra 


| res ere Shapiro-B 
Midnight Masquerade. Shapiro-B 
Dreams Dime Dozen...Criterion 
I'm So Right Tonight Leeds 


Frankie Sites Biia’s 
Find, Easts to Cash 
In Sudden Disk Click 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 
Frankie Laine, the nitery success- | 
story-of-the-year here, finaHy ’§ is| 
pulling stakes and heading east. One| 





year ago he was singing for $75 
weekly at Billy Berg’s nitery; nine | 
months ago he started a stand at! 
Club Morocco at same figure and 
jabbed it up, through option-pick- 
ups, to present $750 per stanza. On| 
his Tuesday nites off he plucks $600 
for two shows on Catalina Island. 

After a stand at the College Inn, | 
Chicago, starting Sept. 19, Laine 
goes into the Oriental, Chi, for three | 
stanzas at $2,500 per week. General | 
Artists now is trying to fish up the} 
best possible offer from the many | 
extended from New York. 


Laine, who knocked around in 
and was knocked around by show 
biz for 20 years before getting a 
break, is just about keeping Mer- 
cury Records in the fast swim. Last 
week Merc gave him a check for | 
$32,000 to cover royalties on his 
shellac. sales for the first half of 
1947. Last summer he grabbed an 
obscure oldie, “That's My Desire,” 
etched it and it has sold 680,000! 
copies. Doubtlessly, Laine is re-| 
sponsible for the tune being disked 
by all other waxeries and Mills Mu- | 
sic finding a solid hit on its hands. 

Laine disk sales since January | 
have totaled nearly 2,000,000 with | 
“Sunday Kind of Love” scoring 350,- | 
000 copies to date and his first al- 
bum registering 65,000 thus far. 


Whiteman Made Disk 
Show Hay in Cal Sun 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 
Paul Whiteman leaves for New 
York Thursday (7) after six-week 








recorded approximately 40 guests 
for his ABC net transcribed disk 
jockey show; in addition to con- 
ducting a “George Gershwin Night” 
at the Hollywood Bowl and appear- 
ing at a half-dozen concert dates 


| coin to fight anti labor legislation. 
| event but membership, despite labor upheaval, wanted its fun and voted 
| in favor with a no ceiling proviso. Likely that some $20.000 will be spent 


jest b.o. lures, before the war for! 


| ever, 


stay here during which he will have | midwest. 


——— ee 


Inside Orchestras—Music 


Maestro Bobby Byrne, recently at Glen Island Casino, New Rochelle 
N. Y., busy hobbyist. He’s never without some sort of a construction 
project to occupy his ttme during lulls in location jobs or even while 
on one-nighters. At the moment his interest is Mdio and television 
Sevesal.weeks back he built a record-player for a friend and then turned 
out a complete television set. During recent one-nighters he was interested 
in miniature electric trains and turned out a complete setup, everything 
hand built, working on them during bus over-night jumps. He is also 
interested in guns, having a large coliection at his mother’s home. During 
the war Byrne was a fighter pilot, on P-38 Lightnings and other fast pur- 
suit ships. 

Bill Green’s, Pittsburgh’s leading dancery which has always gone in 
for big outfits, is going to try an experiment when Green brings in the 
Three Suns for two-weeks Aug. 25. They'll provide all music for dansapa- 


| tion, at least at the beginning. However, Green’s holding himself in readi- 
| ness with a seven-piece local outfit, which would then alternate with the 


Suns.in case customers want more body to their dance beat. 

For the trio, it'll be something of a homecoming, but at considerably 
more dough. They’re getting $3,500 a week for the date at Green’s. When 
they left Pittsburgh around 10 years ago after a run downtown at the 
Hotel Roosevelt, they were drawing one-tenth that. q 


Treating music and other tradesmen to a day’s entertainment seems to 
be developing into a trend, since Fred Waring several weeks back char- 
tered a bus to transport a load of music men to his Shawnee-On-the- 
Delaware resort for golf, swimming, etc. Manie Sachs, artist and rep- 
ertoire director of Columbia’ Records, Monday (4) hauled a bus-load of 
music men, newspaper writers, even rival recording company men, to 
Philadelphia for the Ike Williams-Bob Montgomery lightweight title fight 
Some 38 men were aboard the bus when it left N. Y. early Monday after. 
noon, returning them early Tuesday after the fight and refreshments. 

American Federation of Musicians Local 47 voted, at a general meeting 
to hold its annual picnic again this year after the matter had been in 
doubt for several months due to the union’s having allotted considerable 
Board of union was eager to forego 


to make this one top last year’s $13,000 party. Affair will be held this 


| month though exact date and sit@é have yet to be chosen. 


Income from Harry Revel’s “Birmingham Blues” is being turned over 
to fund being administered by Birmingham General hospital. Revel and 
Royal Music Co., publishers, having waived all rights. Money will be 
used to equip every ward with television sets. When that is done income 
will go toward adding other entertainment features. 


Frank Loesser, Paramount composer, has turned his new tune, “Keep 
Your Eyes in the Sky,” over to the U. S. Army. Song, introduced re- 
cently on Dorothy Lamour’s new Army recruiting program, “Front and 
Center” (NBC, 4:30 p.m.), will remain unpublished and in hands of the 
Army. 


Richard Himber Band i Ni 
Set at Essex House, N.Y. | Nidorf, Peppe File AFM 


Fact that Essex House, New York | Action Vs. Randy Brooks 
hotel, had bought Sammy Kaye and To Recover Coin Loan 


other names now among the strong- |° 
Mike Nidorf and Jim Peppe, as 


comparatively smail sums weekly,|C0-owners in Nidorf-Peppe, Inc, 
led the spot to schedule a “name have begun an action with the 
band” policy for the fall and winter | 4merican Federation of Musicians 
run of its Casino-on-the-Park. How- | against maestro Randy Brooks. Pair 


_it didn’t take long for the! are seeking to recover coin loaned 
hotel's talent buyer to determine | 5 ooks Deetue ts ad: eulseen deal 
that the $1,750 or thereabouts paid | oe ee ee 


for Sammy Kaye pre-war would just | ™anagement office handled Brooks’ 
about buy a scale band today. affairs. Sum involved is undisclosed. 


Richard Himber is booked into the In filing suit with the AFM to re- 

spot. He opens Sept. 17 for an in- , 
definite stay and may be followed | °°YS™ Nidorf and Peppe are follow- 
by Buddy Moreno’s comparatively | iN’ AFM rules, which demand that 
new band, which has never worked disputes between members be laid 
in the-east, confining itself to the before the union for adjudication. If 
the plaintiff in such a case is dissat- 


isfied with the union’s ruling he can 
request permission to go into civil 
court. But it isn’t always granted. 














Duke at Pacific Sq. 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 
For the first time one of the two 











throughout California. 
Whiteman has already cut disks 
with 30 interviewees, and does an- 





' dance. 


‘Dooked a Negro band tor a white | ASCAP’s SADAM-SACEM 


Reciprocal ‘Exclusives’ 


American Society of Composers, 


other eight or nine before leaving.!| Duke Ellington will one-nite at 
Lester Lewis, of ABC, who has been! Pacific Square Aug. 8, booked by 

















assisting him, left Sunday by damage Wine wasn Morris at $2,000 guarantee 


for the east. against 60%. |! Authors and Publishers has con- 
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“ALMOST LIKE BEING IN-LOVE” 


Lyrics by ALAN JAY LERNER 


From New York’s Prize Winning Musical ‘‘BRIGADOON’’ 
RECORD RELEASES: 


FRANK SINATRA (columbia #37382) 
JO STAFFORD (capitoi #401) 
LARRY GREEN (victor #20-2250) 


MARY MARTIN with GUY LOMBARDO ORCHESTRA (Decca #24156) 
DAVID BROOKS & MARION BELL victor #45-0031) 


Others to Follow 


SAM FOXK PUBLI 
RCA Building — Radio 
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cluded two exclusive reciprocal 
Bag*a™ | ®*e*uy”™ rights agreements with foreign s0- 
cieties, one of which is a renewal. 
First deal was made with SADAM, 
Belgian group, which is a come 
pletely new outfit. Formerly the 
Belgian territory was covered by 
SACEM, the French society, but 
since the end of the war the new 
Belgian group was set up. 

Other contract concluded is with 
MARS, the Hungarian group. This 
is an outright renewal. Deals were 
completed by the ASCAP confin- 
gent attending the recent Interna- 
tional Confederation of Authors and 
Composers in London. 


| 


Music by FREDERICK LOEWE 














MILLS Record-Breaking STANDARDS 


DIZZY FINGERS 


Benny Goodman (Capitol 439) 


CARAVAN 


Charlie Barnet (Apolle 1070) 


MILDRED BAILEY (mojestic #1140) 
LARRY DOUGLAS (Signature #15117) 
ALFRED DRAKE jroidbow #30901) 


DANCING WITH A DEB 


Skitch Henderson (Capito! 441) 


SHING COMPANY 
City — New York, N. Y. 


MILLS MUSIC, INC. 
1619 Broadway New York 19 
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. « » Gray Gordon has given up all 
New York thoughts of maestroing and will 
Arthur Michaud in New . York | remain with new Mus-Art weency: 
ggain on Tomnmy Dorsey business | as salesman . >. Harry James has no 
_ Shorty Cherock reduced his, dates set for him for his third trip 
and to 14 men.. . Shep Fields’ new | east this year beyond the Nov. 23 
“Rippling. Rhythm” band being sub- | opening at Click, Phila., which fol- 
mitted for dates by William Morris | lows his Palladium Ballroom, Holly- 
githough he’s not under contract to | wood, run . .. Allen Livingston, 
qhat or any other agency ... Glen | Capitol Record’s album-maker in 
Gray into Ansley hotel, Atlanta, |N. Y. ... William Wheeler named 
Sept. 3 for three weeks . . . Griff | manager of Columbia Transcriptions’ 
Williams back into Palmer House, | Hollywood office - Max Stark, | 
Chicago, Oct. gS sss Ceo Colomo Mills Music general manager, off on 
pand, which just closed at Riviera, Saratoga vacation Friday (1) : 
Fort Lee, N. J. into Havana-Madrid,| Guy Lombardo personally under- 
N. Y. Aug. 15 or 22... Jimmy Dor- | wrote construction expense of 2,000 
sey heads west soon for Sept. 12) grandstand seats for Gold Cup 
opening at Palladium, Hollywood, ; regatta in which he’s participating 
with Skylarks vocal group .. . Dee | next Sunday (10) at Rockaway, N.Y. 
Keating retired from vocalizing; she | inlet. Proceeds of seat sales goes to 
had been with Ray Anthony orchestra | Damon Runyon cancer fund 
-Carmen Lombardo to Honolulu Ginny Simms in real estate biz. She's | 
for month’s vacation during band’s | director of Delaware Construction | 
layoff aa: 5 Bill Sexton due in New | Co., nglewood, Calif. firm that’s 
York ... Jim Peppe, Sammy Kaye's | building 540 homes in that area. 
manager, also in town . . . Sonny Louis Prima orchestra starts one- 
Dunham orchestra replaces Chris week stand Sunday (10) at Steel 
Cross at Log Cabin, Armonk, N. Y. Pier, Atlantic City. ... Arnett Cobb 
Sept. 17 for four weeks, then Cross current at Savoy Cafe, Boston. ... 
returns until after New Year’s Eve | Pancho orchestra returns to Essex 
... Eddy Howard orchestra returns | house, N. Y., Aug. 28. 
to Commodore hotel, N. Y. Jan. 2 The Moe Gale agency has pacted 
trombonist Bill Harris, the agency’s 
second move into the white dance- 
band field, having already taken 
Tommy Reynolds under its wing. 
|Gale plans to start Harris off with 
| a small combination and gradually 
| work him into the big band field. 


Hollywood 
Page Cavanaugh Trio starts fort- 
| nite at Ciro’s Friday (8)....Cass 
| County Boys, oatune vocalists who 
habitually work with Gene Autry, 
have formed small combo to back 
i’em on ae one-nite tour....Jack 
McClean orchestra, long a fixture at 
San Diego spots, starting Gut on one- 
night trek next month....Caesar 
Petrillo, WBBM, Chi, musical direc- 
tor, leading 20-piece dance crew at 
Casino, Catalina Island. Crew is the 
new house band with which the 











ee 








| flight Pittsburgh race outfit. 


Pitt’s Frogs Club Honors 
Vocalist for Race Stand 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 5. 

Leslie (Marjorie) Long, local girl 
singer with Carmen Cavallaro’s or- 
chestra, who got nation-wide pub- 
licity recently at Akosie, N. C., when 
she refused to draw a second raffle | 
ticket after Kiwanis Club wouldn’t 
award a car to the holder of the 
original stub because he was a! 
Negro, came home last night (4) to 
be honored by Frogs Club, top- 





She got the organization’s Ameri- 
canism Award at its annual “Night 
of Stars.” | 


Music Notes 


George Joy, of Santly-Joy, and son Eddie Joy, of Oxford Music Subsid 
in Hollywood confabbing with Bill Coty and Dave Bernie Coast chiefs of 
firms....Sonny Burke etching album for Keynote Records. Burke, whose 
crew has been backing recent Dinah Shore disks for Columbia, formerly 
was Hollywood musical director for Musicraft....Red Rowe and his Ridge 
Riders slice four oatunes today (Wed.) for United Artist label....Larry 
Adler in Hollywood to dub lip music into Cagney Productions’ “Time 
of Your Life”’....An entire family has been enmembered by ASCAP 
for first time in history—late Gus Kahn, his widow Grace and his son 
John, Latter has just been admitted as writer member of the Society.. 
That 200-year old ballad “Louis Sands and Jim McGee” has been adapted 
by Jack Brooks and Walt Schumann for reprise in Universal-Interna- 


tional’s forthcoming “River Lady”....Dale Evans this week cuts four sides 
for Majestic....Margaret Whiting sessioning for Capitol Records again 
this week....Eddy Howard tracking ten times this week for World Tran- 
scriptions....Raymond Scott will revive his old quintet for series of 


M-G-M disks. Fivesome combo etched for Columbia about a decade back 
....Johnny Bond has signed new four-year paper with Columbia 











Wrigley isle has replaced policy of 
using name bands during summer 
season....June Christy, ex-Kenton 
thrush now on own as single, inked 
into N. Y.’s Club 18 for fortnite, 
commencing Aug. 14. 


Chicago 
Bill Snyder, who recently closed 
at the Blackstone hotel, Chicago, 
signed to play his own “Chicago 
Concerto,” Sept. 23-24 with Kansas 











City Symph.... Blue Barron at the 

Inc Casa Loma Ballroom, St. Louis, Sept. 

ft B OU aye mek is 4. Y 5... . Don Glasser now at Oh Henry 
99 SEVENTH AVE.. ! eee Monks Ballroom; Ray Robbins in Aug. 13 | 








and Jack McLean due Sept. 24.... 
Mitzi Green will open at the Chez 
Paree, Sept. 19. Ken Nelson, 


LA BAMBA ae musical director with Bill 
DE VERA CRUZ Farman, has penned “Every Little 


Thing You Do,” being recorded by 
* || Hal Derwin for Capitol. . . . Georgie | 
A MEXICAN NOVELTY Gobels pacted by Feature Produc- | 
Already Performed by | tions for a singing and comedy 
These Great Artisis: . . Honeydreamers, ABC 


| package. . 
Alfredo Antonini Lyn Murray |quintet, cut four sides for Vitacous- 
Rey Heatherton Earl Wilde 


ltic. . . . Harry Cool, who closes 
| Peabody hotel, Memphis, Aug. 18, 
Don Vorhees Percy Faith ff opens on the 25th at the Planta- 
Noro Morales Ethel Smith 
All Material Available 


ition Club, Nashville. . . . Johnnie 
PAULL-PIONEER MUSIC CORP. 
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Kentucky Club Aug. 8. 
Pittsburgh 


Johnny Costa, piano, who was to 
have co-organized a new band with 
Lenny Martin, instead will join the 
THANKS ‘ Joe Negri trio at Mercur Music Bar. 

Frankie LaMark, sax, left Negri to 
rejoin Harry Cool’s band ... Lang 


STUMP AND STUMPY | *<ioin Harry Coors band . « . Lang 


Tucker following, also a return for a 
single week Aug. 18... Vaughn 
Monroe plays a one-nighter at West 


View Park Aug. 19 and Elliott Law- 

TAILORS TO THE STARS rence the 28th . .. Billy Yates’ four- 
Smart attire for Acts and Bands || Piece dance outfit has had its option 
Wh : _taken up for amother month at the 
en in the East Call or Wire | Beverly Hills Club... Victor Lom- 

for Representative with Somples bardo follows Art Mooney into An- 
| kara Aug. 18... Jimmy Borelli, | 
| pianist, leading Nixon Cafe band | 
| will Al Marsico is on six-week sum- 
mer layoff ... Three Riffs picked up 
—_—_— =57 | for two weeks more at Oasis; ditto 
Weela Gallez at Green Acres... 
* sai | See Lescak, pianist, has his own 

. | band back at the Bachelor's Club | 

When Tonight | || again following the four-week en- | 


| gagement there of Emile Petti. 
Is Just 2 Memo | Art Mooney band into Ankara for 
ry | ' four weeks, followed Aug. 18 by Vic- 

| thy ar i Moone 
By BENNIE BENJAMIN tor Lombardo for like run. Mooney 


| goes from here into Capitol theatre, 
And GEORGE WEISS | NY. .... Howdy Baum has dropped 


Me acnemnas. ! Ill band for a while to do a piano single , 
lat the Hollywood Show Bar ... Bill | 
OXFORD MUSIC CORP. 


| Bickel quit Baron Elliott's band to , 
| joi é arshis trio at Green 
George Joy, Pres. ijoin Max Tarshis trio 


| “Scat” Davis orchestra opens at the 
kK19.N.Y 


Y 




















305 S. Broad &t., Phila. 
Phone: PEnnypacker 5-1656 
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| Acres and Nick Summa, formerly | 
° New York vail with Lang Thompson, has replaced | 
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Off to a grat start with 


THE ECHO SAID “NO” 


ords and music by ART KASSEL 


Recordings by 


ART KASSEL and his orchestra (Vogue) 
SAMMY KAYE and his orchestra (Victor) 


ELLIOT LAWRENCE and his orchestra (Columbia) 
GUY LOMBARBO and his orchestra (Decca) 
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aud 


KEEP US YOUNG 


Based on 


Y 


// 


LL featured in the MGM Production “SONG OF LOVE’ U7 
Y 


Johannes Brahms’ Waltz in Ab — 


Yj 

UY 
tation and Lyrics by EDGAR LESLIE SS 
YfYYy 


Recordings by 


CARMEN CAVALLARO and his orchestra (Decca) 
WAYNE KING and his orchestra (Victor) 
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NY. Agencies Booking for Florida 
Use Correspondence to Avert Law 


“ 


New York talent agencies are set 
to ignore the recently enacted Flor- 
ida legislation requiring all agents 
booking acts in that state to take 
out a Florida license, Percenter 
agents met last week and decided 
to book acts into Florida cafes only 
by wire, telephone and letter in an 
effort to avert the necessity of tak- 
ing out state licenses. This strateg) 
has worked successfully in Pennsyl- 
vania and Massachusetts, which also 


have laws forbidding agencies not 
licensed by the state from placing 
acts in that area. 


The agencies are unwilling to take 
out.a Florida permit fearing that it 
might start a precedent which would 
u'timately bring other states to pass 
similar legislation. 

‘Music Corp. of America and Wil- 
liam Morris have thus far spotted 
performers in various cafes in Miami 


Beach, and no beefs have been lodg- | 


ed against them. 

Meanwhile, the percenter offices 
are also preparing to battle 
Florida measure through the attor- 
ney general of that state. They're 
preparing evidence to show that the 
legislation was pushed through at 
the behest of Florida bookers, who 
also seek to be agents on all deals. 
They'll show that virtually every 
licensed agent in Florida has written 
the major offices offering to be their 
Florida representatives for a com- 
mission split. 

Some Miami Beach agencies have 


Solid Showmanship 


oa 
Maximum Audience 
Response 


* 

A Begoff 

: VARIETY, JULY 30 
Hippodrome, Balio. 


“Well selected layout is paying off 
at the bo... . SOLID SHOWMAN- 
SHIP ef vet LEON NAVARA adds up 
© smooth playing setup and MAXI- 











MUM AUDIENCE RESPONSE. 
Navara with his stuff at the 
iveries . solid from the teeoff. 


Changes pace smartly and gives out 
with authentic piano thumping with 
interludes of audience participation 
that garners audible. returns. Act 
steed up mightily and strictly A 
BEGOFF when caught... . Bis big.” 


Burm. 
Adds Up to 


LEON 
NAVARA | 


the | 


| moved into New York. Herbert 
Marks and Harry Weissman, from 
Florida, have already opened offices 
in New York on the possibility, it’s 
claimed, that they'll get in on the 
agency bookings made from NY and 
get a jump on the Miami Beach 
agents working from that city. 








Arnold Taking Over Arena | 


For London Xmas Show 


London, July 28. 
is completing deal 


Tom Arnold 


with the Greyhound Racing Assn. to | 


take over the Harringay Arena, cur- 


rently running American roller 
|skating show, for annual Christmas 
circus. This will be managed by R. 


J. Blackie, associated with Arnold 
| activities, who has had circus experi- 
ence at Blackpool. 
Arnold’s deal, 
kept close secret, probably 
reason why recent stock issue 
Bertram Mills Circus of 200,000 
shares at $8.40 has left the issuing 
house with around 55% stock. 
Arena, with capacity of 10,000, is 
bound to prove big opposition to the 
Olympia, which has a similar capac- 


which is being 


the 


is 


public company. 








'Likker Forces Organize 


Harrisburg, Pa., Aug. 5. 
| paign, to be opened within two weeks 
or 10 days of the Sept. 9 primaries 
'“so the drys won't have a chance to 
'reply,” is planned by State liquor 
dealers to fight dry forces that have 
\opened their campaign in 225 munic- 
| ipal local option contests throughout 
| Pennsylvania. 


j 

+phia, secretary of the Pennsylvania 
| State Brewers’ Association, has out- 
| lined a program of doorbell ringing 
‘similar to those conducted by po- 
| litical machines in rounding up 
votes for their candidates. 


| behalf of the liquor 





* > 9 ° 
Riviera’s Winter Sked 
Bill Miller, operator of the Riviera, 
Ft. Lee, N. J., is contemplating keep- 
| ing the spot open until New Year's 


eve, Miller said that grosses of his 
|'spot warrant the prolonged opera- 


| 
| 
| 
} 
| 
| 











— 


tion. Last season cafe ran until 
Dec. 31, but activities were confined 





Parodies! Special Songs! Bits! 
* Uraw from our library, one of the 
largest, most comprehensive in 
Showbiz! 
*& 1943 Catalog FREE! 
* Exclusive material our specialty! 
J. & H. KLEINMAN 


25-31-K 30th Road, L. |. City 2, N ¥ 
Teiephone: Astoria 8-6965 








to the lounge. 
| Miller has booked Lenny Kent to 
,open tomorrow (Thursday) and has 


to start Sept. 4. 


| Jack Bertell has signed Maestro 
| Ted Straeter and Myrus, the palm- 








jist, to personal-management pacts. 





ity, and should hurt the intake of 
the latter. Hence the reason why 
the Mills Bros. have promoted a} 


To Fight Penna. Drys 


William T. Burton, of Philadel- | 








} 
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{ GENERAL EXECUTIVE OFFICES 
LOEW BUILDING ANNEX 
160 W. 44m St, N.Y. > Syant 97000 
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| chat with G. Albert 





A short intensive pro-liquor cam- | 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac, N. Y., Aug. 5. 

Moe Gould, the Pittsburgh film 
salesman who mastered three stages 
of the thoracoplasty operation and 
is skedded for a fourth incision, had 
his spirits upped by the surprise 
visit from Charles and Mrs. Mervis, 
of the Mervis theatre circuit; Minnie 
Benach, Nellie Gould and Lillian 
Slothow, all from Pittsburgh. 

Birthday salutations are in order 
to Lillian Bergson, Victor Gamba, 
Alfred Michalski and Forrest “Slim” 
Glenn, all Rogerites in the pink of 
condition. 

Ruth Etting and Myrl 
sent greetings to the gang. 

Nat and Mrs. Stern from New York 
to ogle Lillian Bergson. They found 
Her on the good side of the ‘edger. 
Jack Hirsch in from Boston for a 
fishing trip on Lake Colby with Ben 
Schaffer, who has the all-up privi- 
leges. 

The Leslie MacDougals motored in 
from West Port. N. Y., for a bedside 
Smith, who is 
perking up o.k. with the rest rou- 
tine. 

Ann Rowe, of the Reel theatre staff 
of Pearlsburg, Va., back to the Will 
Rogers after being hospitalized for 
four major operations. Now resting 
comfortably. 

Richard Menin, band 


Alderman 


leader, beat 


of | the rap absolutely within one year. | 


Received his all-clear papers and will 


reorganize his band in New Rochelle. | Snyder's “Water Follies.” scheduled | acts. 
James Wildenthaler, Sandusky. O.,|to start a three-week run Aug. 11 \““Yankee Doodle Circus” 


technician, back to the Rogers after 


|a siege of hospitalization following 
a tedious throat operation. Now rest- | city of 7,500 to 8,000 gives the show a | 


ing O. K. ; 

Maury Passero, field representative 
for RKO, here exploiting film featur- 
ing local merchants and business 
men, titled “The Long Night.” Took 
time out to ogle the Rogers and Sam 
Lefko 


Helen Inglee, of 20th Century-Fox, | 


visited by Max and Eleanor Laidlaw 
and Ann Inglee, of Whitehall, N. Y. 

Robert J. Goldstein gets his final 
discharge papers effective in Sep- 
tember. aving beaten the rap, he 
resumes work in N. Y. C. as a theat- 


| rical mouthpiece. 





signed Dean Martin and Jerry Lewis | 


| 


Midsummer changes at the local 
nite spots: Eddie Mitchell and Musi- 
cal Notes at Durgans’, Harry Maga- 
zine and his CBS Tooters at Note! 
Saranac, Joe Collins and his Musical 


Corks at Swiss.Chalet. At Lake 
Placid: Carl Arthur Trio at 
Olympic and Lou Como'’s Four 


Phrases at the Majestic hotel. 
(Write to those who are ill.) 











| | Big | Nitery Names 





—~mm continued from page | ae 


| Until the short pre-election “blitz” | name and rarely goes beyond $350 
| is started, Burton urged that liquor | go; supporting acts. 

| men check all petitions, engage in | . 
personal promotion for the wet/| stone who plans to reopen the 
cause and “educate the public” in | Latin Quarter, Boston, early next 


business's | month, is shopping for high pow- | 
$95,000,009 investment in the state. ee 


Operators such as Mickey Red- 


Harry Altman of the 
Buffalo, has made 
with 


ered names. 
Town Casino, 
committments 


providing, of course, that the per- 
center can deliver all the acts asked 
for. It’s expected that during the 
season, Altman will use more than 
$250.000 worth of talent for that one 
spot. 

The Florida bonifaces, as _ yet 
haven't put in their bids for top acts, 
but it’s expected that they'll bid for 
the limited number of star draws, 
as they have done in former years. 
At the conclusion of last season, 
many swore off buying names up to 
$15,000 weekly, and resolved to stick 
to sensible prices for performers. 
Agencies figure the ops will keep 


that resolution until the first name | 


purchase is announced, then 
race will be on. 


The middle-bracketed performers, 


the 


their salaries slashed. Ops figure 
that entertaining acts can be bought 
for up to $750. If they pay $1,000 
or more, then that act should be 
able to attract trade. If business dies 
with a $2,000 or $3,000 act in the 
top slot, it’s certain that performer 
won't make a repeat stand at the 
same cafe at a four-figure salary. 


N.Y. Film Rap 


Continued from page 2 

















Broadway walks on tiptoes—vyours.” 


ence, so he’s boning up for his film 
debut next week as the cynical 
Sheridan Whiteside im the Westport, 
Conn., strawhat production of “The 
Man Who Came to Dinner.” Stanley 
Kramer film rolls on a 48-day shoot- 
ing schedule and $1.250,000 budget 
on the Enterprise lot in mid-Sep- 
tember, for United Artists release, 
fallawing two weeks of rehearsals 
on standing sets for Morgan 
other principals. 

Ex-vaude headliner Belle 


addition to the cast. She'll 
nitery singer of the '20's, in which 





“era the film is sel 


Midwest Radio Acts Booked Heavily — 


For Fairs: Guarantees Increased 





King Bros. Circus (150) 
Heads for Carolinas 


Charlotte, Aug. 5. 

King Bros. Circus is headed for 
ithe Carolinas, with first showing 
scheduled for Orangeburg. S. C., 
Aug. 29. Two performances, after- 
noon and night, will be given at the 
Orangeburg Fair grounds. 

The big top seats 5,000. There are 





150 performers, representing eight 
foreign countries. Advance agent 
says there are 600 people with the 


circus, which recently returned from 
a South American tour 


Snyder’s “Water Follies’ 
| In 3-Wk. Utah Run 


| Salt Lake City, Aug. 5. 
| The next show to hit the Utah 
Centennial Exposition will be Sam 





i*Follies” will play at the outdoor 
| grandstand, at $1 to $2. The capa- 
possible top gross of about $75,000 
a week. 

“Water Follies” has a cast of 80, 
topped by Peter Fick, former world 
champ swimmer. 
| The show combines a water and 
|stage setup, and carries two swim- 
|ming tanks with it, one for the bal- 


| 
| 
} 
| 
{ 


nf Chicago, Aug. 5. 
Radio acts this season are in for 
an unprecedented harvest trom staie 
and local fairs. Chicago and other 
midwestern stations with artist 
bureaus report they are booking 
more units for the midways than 
ever before, and that the guarantees 
= higher. 





Income from this source ould 
| still be higher were it not fo the 
jheavy rains that hit a number of 


ifair spots and caused cancellations. 
|Many of the latter, however. 
|rescheduled their dates. 
|these units work on a salary-plus 
jpercentage deals. Indications are 
that percentages will more than held 
up with last year, since ruralists are 
getting peak prices for their prod- 
ucts. 

| WLS Artist Bureau reports the 
heaviest biz in over 20 years, with 
319 dates on schedule as of July 39 
| against 250 same time last year. 
| Bureau has 218 acts, not only radie 


have 


Mos t of 


jtalent, but also vaute and circus 
Act department also has a 
touring. 


Next station with heavy rural play- 
ing time is WSM, Nashville, which 
| has several units working under the 
|“Grand Ole Opry” title plus units 
| headed by folk singers Ernie Tubbs 
|}and Eddy Arnold, and a comic unit 


| headed by the “Duke of Paducah.” 
|Groups play the southern § areas, 
Other station that has heavy act 


schedule is WLW, Cincinnati, but it 


| 


| 


the | that to Boston. 


| 


| discharge the items after receiving 
one major | word that the tax obligations were 
agency for $126,000 worth of talent, satisfied in the Connecticut district, 
| where the liability orginated. 


| liens here in 1946, upon instruction 


consequently, are expected to have | 


Morgan has had little thesp experi- | 


and 


Baker. 
scripter Herb Baker's mom, is latest | 
play a/| 
| 


leans more to commercial singing 
groups rather than the hill people. 
|Example of the top biz that units 
}pull is the advance ticket sale for 
WLW “National Barn Dance,” Aug. 
9, at Illinois State Fair. with over 
6,000 tickets already bought. Bureau 
expects over 15,000 attendance. 


let, the other for diving. 

The stage show is topped by singer 
Danny Souther, and includes Mills 
& Powers, in a knockabout act: 
Laden & Rose, a comedy team; Lu- 
cille Wray. butterfly dancer, and a 
24-girl chorus line. 

Present plans call for “Fellies” to | 
head for California when its local | 
stand is over, then to Texas, after | 











“COMEDY 
PATTER 


For All Branches of Theatricals 
SPECIAL SUMMER PRICES! 


FUN-MASTER GAG FILES 
At $1.00 Each, or 
Nos. 1 Thru 13 fer $16 
Nos. 14 Thru 22 at $1.00 Each 
or SET OF 22 FILES for $14.00 





U.S. Lifts Old Tax Lien 


On New Orleans Nitery 
New Orleans, Aug. 5. 

Tax liens totaling $52,869.79 

against the property of Phil Kastel, 

operator of the Beverly Country 

Club, swank nitery here, were dis- 


charged Wednesday (30) by the WOTTA BUY! HURRY! 
government, according to Charles "BOOK OF BLACK-OUTS" 
A. Donnelly, collector of internal 8 Vols. at $20 per Vol., or 


$50 for 3 Vols. 
"BOOK OF PARODIES" 
Over 10 Special-Wriiten 
Seck Parodies ONLY $5.00 
“HOW TO MASTER THE 
CEREMONIES" 
(How to Be an Emcee) 
883 per Copy, Incl 2 Gag files 


revenue, 
The collector’s office filed certifi- 
cates in U. S. District Court here to 


Mr. Donnelly originally filed the NO €.0.D.’« 


Be Sure to Send Permanent Address 


PAULA SMITH 


200 W. Sith St. New York 19, N. ¥. 


of the Eastern District that an in- 
come tax deficiency existed there. 


Mitzi Boffs Balto Spot 


Baltimore, Aug. 5. 
The Chanticleer is turning them 
away again with another name lay- | 
out. This time it’s Mitzi Green, | 
drawing the biggest response since 
| the appearance of Joe E. Lewis last | 
| month, 

















te a me 





Surrounding layout includes 
Georgie Tapps, a magic act and a! 
| line of six. 


HELENE and HOWARD 


Currently 


CAPITOL THEATRE 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 
Dir.: MATTY ROSEN 





CAROLE LANDIS’ DATES 
With her chores completed in 
|Eagle-Lion’s “Out of the Blue,” 
Carole Landis is slated to open at 
the Hippodrome, Baltimore, Thurs- 
day (7). She personals at the RKO 
Boston the following week. 

















| William Morris agency is attempt- 
jing to set up a vaude deal for Miss 
Landis in England. If arrangements 
are finalized she would make a film 
there as well. 











Herb Shriner starts at the Glenn 70 
Rendezvous, Covington, Ky., Aug. 29.! 139 E. S7th St. N.Y.C. PL 9-7470 
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AC. Visitors Spend 


Less This Year: 





It's a One-Night Crowd for Niteries 


Atlantic City, Aug. 5. 

Mid-season finds record weekend 
crowds here, while the average for 
the week is a little better than last 
year. Fly in the ointment is that 
the visitors are spending just about 
as little as they can. Smaller spots, 
pars, etc., are doing capacity biz 
while those spots with a $3 or more 
minimum report one good night per | 
week—Saturday. 

All beachfront and most side av- 
enue hotels 
solidly for the season on weekends, 


with a few rooms for rent during |, 


the week. Weekend biz is terrific, 
especially the past two weekends 


here after the hot weather in the 
nearby metropolitan centers. 

Biz in walk and avenue pix houses 
is exceptionally good, weekends es- 
pecially. Most houses run midnight 
shows which play to full houses 
with all boardwalk and most big av- 
enue houses using firstruns. 

At city’s big Convention Hall 
biz at the “Iice-Capades” is topping 
last season, according to John 
Harris. He sells show here from 
$1 to $3 plus tax. Show caught 
last week (30) had. good but not 
complete house. 


David Lowe’s shows in front of big | 


hall, with seating capacity of 2,000 
are doing much better than most 
people expected. Started with $7,- 
500 and went to $12,000 with “Dear 
Ruth” and “Joan of Lorraine.” Lowe 
is offering the public good shows and 
they are responding by giving him 
support which rromises to be better 
as the season advances. 

Steel Pier, with $1.20 for vaude- 
ville, two films, name bands, water 
and aerial show at end, plus many 
other attractions, is having fairly 
good year. Hamid’s Pier hasn’t been 
doing so well but reports big pickup 
with change in policy regarding 
weekly name bands. 

Uptown burlesque is not too good, 
Beasonal spots along walk are doing 


well, small spenders giving them | 


good biz. 
Night Spots’ Bad Ledger 

Poor side of ledger goes to night 
spots. All say it’s a one-night crowd. 
Filled to capacity on Saturday night. 
Rest of week biz under that of 
June, for some reason unexplainable, 
unless two big conventions, AMA and 
Shriners, boosted it that month. 

Babette’s, centrally located in mid- 
city opposite Convention Hall and 
block from Boardwalk, not doing 
too good, reports Mrs. Daniel Steb- 
bins. Hopes for better crowd in 
August. Lou Seiler offered in top 
place on show supported by good 
acts. Seiler and show to remain 
with line for season, unless biz con- 
tinues on the downgrade when some 
cuts might be made, reports owner. 

Bill Sidner says his Bath and Turf 
“is doing all right.” Offers Joan 
Merrill and Larry Marvin with other 
acts. Irvin Wolf reports same condi- 
ticn with place not doing so good in 
front where entertainment is offered 
at musical bar. Place features’ Buddy 
Lester. 


Sam Singer, at Club Harlem, fea- | 


turing Larry Steele, says sepia spot 
is a little behind last year with biz 
good on weekends. Harlem is one 
of two big night spots on city’s 
northside or colored district but 
draws big southside crowd. 

At the Paradise, second big sepia 
spot, Harold Abrams frankly admits 
that business is not too good and re- 
lates the sad story of it being not a 
two-night crowd but now a one-night 
crowd’ Count Basie is offered there 
crowd. Count Basie is offered there. 


Harem, N. Y. Cafe, 
In Delayed Opening 


Opening of the Harem, N. Y.. new 
nitery to be located on the site of 
the defunct Vanity Fair, has been 
Postponed from Aug. 28 to Sept. 17. 





Inability to complete the refurbish- | 


ing of the spot in time for the late 
‘August date is the major cause of 
the delay. 


Another factor causing postpone- 
ment is the demand by the American 
Guild of Variety Artists for pay- 
ment of performers who worked the 
Spot under the previous manage- 
ment, Joe Howard. All acts were 
Paid off for the time worked at the 
Cafe, but several hci contracts going 
beyond the closing date. AGVA is 
Seeking payment for the unplayed 
time. 

New spot will be operated by Nat 
jarris, currently managing the La- 
tin Quarter, N. Y., and Lou Walters, 
Operator of that cafe. 


report being booked | 


Garfield-Draper-Adler 
In PCA Salt Lake Date 


Sait Lake City, Aug. 5. 
John Garfield, Paul Draper and 
Larry Adler will appear here Aug. 
10 in a two-hour variety show, “We, 
The People.” The production is an* 
'other in the series of “Liberty 





| Train” shows travelling the country 


| under the auspices of the Progressive 
Citizens of America. 

“We, The People” will be presented 
at the Cocoanut Grove ballroom, 
which has a seating capacity of 


| | 2,500, with tix priced from $3 to 75c. | 
which found an overwhelming ye 





'Puleo Tied Up Tighter 
Than He Thought By 


Minevitch’s Rascals 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 5. 

Little Johnny Puleo was obviously 
just a little provious in announcing 
here recently that he was breaking 
away from the Harmonica Rascals, 
after a long association with Borrah 
Minevitch, and going out 6n his own 
with a similar group recruited 
'chiefly from the old outfit. At the 
time, Puleo said he had an out in 
his contract under the Taft-Hartley 
law and promptly booked himself 
into the Mercur Music Bar for 
couple weeks beginning Monday (4). 

However, Len Litman, owner of 
the local downtown spot, was noti- 
fied last week that the engagement 
was off. Seems Puleo just thought he 
could break away from Minevitch. 
Latter apparently has him sewed 
up tight and he remains, at least for 
time being, as the chief feature of 
the Minevitch Rascals. 


WALTERS DICKERING TO 
DO ARG. ICE SHOW 


Lou Walters, operator of the 
{Latin Quarter, N. Y., is currently 
dickering to produce an ice show for 
Argentine. Show is slated to be 
along the lines of the large touring 
blade displays touring arenas and 
will play stadia in Buenos Aires and 
other large Argentinian cities. 

Negotiations are currently going 
on through Pablo Williams, owner 
of the Hermanos Williams act, who 
performed for many years in that 
countxy. 

In addition to the shows at the 
Latin: Quarter, N. Y., Walter has 
groomed a show current at the Hotel 
Internacional, Panama, for Bill Lie- 
bow, and will produce a Cuban lay- 
out for the same innkeeper. 


Troopers Intensify 


Mo. Gambling Raids 


St. Louis, Aug. 5. 

State Troopers have intensified 
| their drive to stamp out gambling in 
| niteries throughout the state. In a 
| surprise move last week the troopers 
invaded niteries, etc., in five towns 
'in McDonald County, near the Ar- 
kansas-Oklahoma-Kansas boundary, 
and collared 28 persons and _ confis- 
cated 215 punchboards, 11 slot ma- 
chines and other gambling para- 
, phernalia. 

The towns to receive the latest 
visit from the troopers are Anderson, 
'Noel, Southwest City, Goodman and 














| Lanagan, the latter the county seat | 
have | 


lof Pineville. Similar raids 


| state within the last six months as 
| Gov. Phil Donnelly has deteymined 


lto wipe out gambling. 


Names at Saratoga 


Saratoga Springs, Aug. 5. 
Topflight talent playing Saratoga 
|nighé clubs as the racing season 





‘opened Saturday (2) includes; Sophie 
Tucker at Piping Rock, Carmen 
Miranda at Arrowhead Inn and Har- 

'ry Richman at Delmonico’s (former- 
ly Riley's Lake House). Bands are: 
Joe Candullo and Daciia at Piping 
| Rock, Leo Reisman and Frank Mar- 
‘ti at Arrowhead; Isabellita at Del- 
| monico’s. 
| Supporting Miss Tucker are Ted 
| Shapiro, her long-time accompanist, 

| Senor Wences, 
|'Thorson, and a line of girls. With 
| Miss Miranda, in a George Hale pr¢@- 
duction, are: Maurice and Maryea; 
| Maureen Cannon, Myrus, Nina No- 


ivack and Harry Conover Girls. 
Wally Wanger Girls are playing 
Delmonico’s. 


been made in other sections of the | 


the Duanos, Eric | 


War Boom Continuing 
At South Jersey Spots 


Wildwood, N. J., Aug. 5. 

Nitery biz, which started boom- 
ing last year in this South Jersey 
seashore resort, is continuing bull- 
ish. Cafe owners are finding that 
names are paying off big. Accent 
has been on sepia attractions in the 
upper brackets. Surf Club, oper- 
ated by Maurice Taylor, has cor- 
raled top Negro stars. Mills brothers 
finished long stay last week fol- 
lowed by current stand of Char- 
ioteers and Savannah Churchill. 4 


Martinique Cafe is also peddling 
Negro entertainment with accent on 
small musical combos. The Red Caps 
are teadlining the current bill at 


| this spot. 





} 


Marty Bohn, Philly comic, is again 
|; operating the Nut Club and playing 
to lush biz. Club Avalor, formerly 
under the aegis of the Philly Palum- 
bo clan, is now being run by Eddie 
Suez, Philly booking agent. Other 
leading spots include the Bamboo 
Room at the Manor Hotel, Lou 
Booth’s, the Riptide and the Hotel 
Blackstone’s Rose Room. 

Up to a few years ago Wildwood’s 
bistros were limited to a few tav- 
erns. Came the war and a large 
| Naval installation brought thou- 
|sands of servicemen to the resort 
and consequently a boom to nitery 
} trade. 


Boles Nix of Date 


Snarls Sunbrock 


Montreal, Aug. 5. 
Larry Sunbrock’s one-week rodeo 
engagement here at the baseball 
|stadium was featured by a series of 
troubles, 


John Boles, advertised as co-star of 
ithe rodeo-circus, with screen cow- 
lboy Ken Maynard, first failed to 
show up. Sunbrock engaged Boles 
just prior the Montreal date, which 
meant that the screen singer had to 
fly to report in time. But Boles re- 
|fused to travel except by train or 
|car, and finally forgot the engage- 
| ment when he realized he would 
lhave to start his engegement three 


lor four days late. 


Hoping that Boles’ agent would 
|change the latter’s mind, Sunbrock 
kept advertising Boles’ engagement 
on the air through recorded com- 
mercials but dropped the star’s name 
from his paper ads, Local singer 
Jacques Labresque was quickly 
signed to fill the gap and did the six 
shows of the first three days (July 
27, 28 and 29) and then had to stop 
when it was discovered Sunbrock 
was in trouble with the musicians’ 
union after his rodeo date in Provi- 
dence, where he is reported to have 
left owing some $757 to the music- 
makers’ union. Left without even a 
pianist, Labresque offered to sing 
without accompaniment but was re- 
fused, the rodeo supplying music to 
its customers through recordings. 

Sunbrock could not be reached for 
comments. In regards to the musi- 
cians’ union troubles, his secretary 
simply answered that the rodeo was 
using recordings in Montreal and had 
also used them in Providence. 


Pitt Bars Switching To 
Live Talent as Biz Hypo 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 5. 
Long afraid to chance anything 
but musical entertainment, in order 
to avoid putting the 20% federal 
'amusement tax on the customers, 























|local cafes and lounge bars are sud- 
'denly switching in the other direc- 
| tion. It’s a move to stimulate busi- 
iness. which high-dived from the 
| wartime peak of two years ago. 

| Hollywood Show Bar was the first 
‘tc go in for live acts month ago, and 
so far. at any rate, it’s paying off. 


line, too, installing Valerie Lee. sing- 


ing pianist. and Barry Parks, vocalist, | 
last week in addition to the regular 


talent. Joe Negri Trio and Teenie 
Trent. at the keyboard. Next Mon- 
day (11) Errol Garner, a home town 
boy who's been on the Coast for the 
past year. comes in for an indefinite 
run. 


Martha Raye Sets Two 


Martha Rave has been signed for 
the Lookout House, Covington, Ky.. 
starting Sept. 1, after which she 
plays the Bowery, Detroit, opening 
Sept. 15. 

Ben Yost's Vikings will appear 
‘with her on both these dates. 





Chi’s Rio Cabana Dark; | 
Expands, Opens Sept. 19, 


Chicago, Aug. 5. | 
Rio Cabana, Chi class nitery, shut- 
tered for seven weeks, beginning 
Aug. 3. Interior will be remodeled 
|to increase capacity from 275 to 350 
lor more seats. Spot will reopen 
Sept. 19 with show probably head- 
lined by Gypsy Rose Lee and Jerry 
| Lester. 
| Last show was headlined by Jan 
| Murray. Spot has been having 
itrouble getting and keeping star acts 
| with Latin Quarter and Chez Paree 
booking many of the acts that Rio 
built in this area. Jackie Miles, one 
of Rio’s best draws, goes into the 
Chez this fall. 


AFM Uses Union Rule 
To Restrict Britton In 
Flushing Water Show 


American Federation of Musicians | 
has ordered the Milt Britton orch to | 
forego its regular vaude act at the 
“Aquashow,” Flushing Meadows 
Ampitheatre, N. Y., and do the musi- | 
cal backing only. Britton orch had 
been doing both, but because of 
AFM’s classification of that venture 
as.a legit show where musicians can | 
work on stage or in the pit only, | 
band had to abandon its act. 

Classification is a holdover from 
season when Elliott Murphy, ‘“Aqua- 
show” producer, started with book 
shows. He changed to the variety 
format later in the seasou, but same 
AFM grouping remained. 

Murphy is retaining the vaude 
format along with the swim and 
diving sections of the show. Max 


| 








| 
! 


| 
| 





Roth, of the Bernard Burke office, 
|\this week was named exclusive 
booker of that display. 


| A.C. GARDEN PIER 





Atlantic City, Aug. 5. 


dancehall and big theatre, has been | 
returned to private ownership after | 
being dormant for three years after | 
the city had taken possession of it | 
via tax lien proceedings. A formal | 
order vacating the action under 
which the city acquired possession 
of the property was signed by Vice 
Chancellor Vincent S. Haneman last 
week. The order provides for the | 
payment of all tax delinquencies, in- 
terests, costs and other expenses due 
to the city. 

Mrs. Miriam Levin must, under the 
order, redeem the property by Dec. 
31 of this year. It is expected that 
she will have to pay some $200,000 | 
to the city before she obtains pos- 
session of the property. 


Carl Sands Orch. Into 
Oriental, Chi, Pit Aug. 1 


Chicago, Aug. 5. 

Oriental theatre here has signed 
Carl Sands orchestra to replace Ray 
Lang combo, house band there for 
the past eight vears. Sands’ last date 
in Chi was at the Pump Room, Am- 
bassador East hotel. His band is 
composed of 14 pieces. 

Change took place Aug. 1 and 
will not disturb Oriental’s name 
band policy. 





| 
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All-Negro Ice Show 





‘ances, Martinez moves to the Copa- 
‘cabana, Rio de Janeiro, then return- | 


First all-Negro ice show has been 
organized to play one-nighters in 


ithe south and southwest starting in 
| September. 


: te 
Now Mercur Music Bar has fallen in | 


Tabbed “Harlem in Ice.” it will be 
a 12-people affair organized by 
the newly formed Musical. 

Entertainment Bureau, with John 
Brett, producer of the St. Regis 
hotel, N. Y., icers, doing the pro- 
duction. 


Martinez’s Latin Dates 
With Argentine theatre dates lined 


ljup, Latino singer Chucho Martinez 


left New York last week for Buenos 
Aires, where he'll remain until 


| 


|Oct. 1 to fulfill vaude commiimenis | 


as well as two radio shows a week | 


| over Radio Belgrano. | 


Following his Argentine appear- | 
} 


ing to the States. 


|}among the 


| 


BACK TO PVT. OWNER: 


| Philadelphia; Court Square, Spring- 
The Garden pier, for years top| 
amusement spot here because of its | 


No Major Changes in Vaude for Season 
Unless Film Suit Hypoes Bookings 


+ Little change in the number of 


vaude houses in operation is ex- 
pected during the coming season. 
Both the major circuits and inde- 
pendent bookers see little difference 
in the fiesh picture until the final 
decision on the federal filmhouse 
divorcement proceedings is made. If 
adjudication is made in favor of the 
Government, it’s expected that many 
filmhouses will return to their or- 


| iginal Owners, when an increase in 


live bookings is anticipated. Until 
then, no major deviations are ex- 
pected. 

Meanwhile, houses‘ that have 
shuttered for the summer are likely 
to be the only ones resuming flesh 
shows. Opening dates have been 
set for the Palace, Cleveland, which 
relights with the Olszn and Johnson 


| show, Sept. 18, and will run 20 con- 
, secutive weeks of vaudeville. House 


is part of the RKO circuit which is 


|slated to resume flesh on a spot pol- 
| icy in Columbus, Dayton, Cincinnati, 


Rochester and Minneapolis. RKO’s 
Boston and the Golden Gate, San 
Francisco, are the major vaude users 
on that circuit. 

The Warner chain will have one 
less house during the fall season. 
The Strand, N. Y., will be its only 
flesh outlet, except for occasional 
shows at the Colonial, Utica. The 
Earle, Philadelphia, which shuttered 
for vaude two months ago, is not 
scheduled to resume stageshows, 


Paramount Large User 


The Paramount chain, however, 
will gain one house with the Para- 
mount, San Francisco, which re- 
cently opened as a spot operation. 
Par will be the larger vaude user 
circuits with regular 
bookings in New York; two houses 


jin Chicago (Chicago and Regal): in 


Miami, along with occasional shows 
at the Orpheum, Omaha and other 
midwest towns. 


Loew chain contemplates no 


| changes, with regular shows -at the 


Capitol and State, both New York, 


,and the Capitol, Washington. 


Among independent vauce users, 
the Hippodrome, and State, both 
Baltimore; Tower, C-mden; Carman, 


field, Mass.; and the Howard, Wash- 
ington, bookings of which are divi- 
ded between the Arthur Fisher and 
the Edward Sherman agencies, will 
continue vaude on a regular basis. 
The State, Hart*ord, is slated to re- 
open Sept. 5 with the Desi Arnaz 
band; and the Rajah, Reading, is set 
to resume flesh on a regular three- 
days-a-week basis, early October. 

The opening dates of Adams, New- 
ark, and the Majestic, Paterson, are 
indefinite because of prolonged ne- 
gotiations with the American Feder- 
ation of Musicians. 

No changes are contemplated in the 
policies of the Radio City Music 
Hall and Roxy, both N. Y., inde- 
pendently booked, and the Oriental, 


| Chicago, latter booked by Charlie 


Hogan out of Chicago. 


Sni-A-Bar Gardens, K. C., 
To Be Boozeless Nitery 


Kansas City, Aug. 5. 

Sni-A-Bar Gardens, once the 
town’s foremost rural night spot, will 
be back in the club and entertain- 
ment picture this ‘all under a change 
in ownership. John Antonello, part- 
ner with Jimmy Nixon in A & N 
Presentations, which brings legit 





| shows to town, has bought the prop- 


erty and, with expenditures for 
equipment, will have about 60 G’s 
wrapped up in the spot. 

The A & N partners will operate 
the venture primarily as a site for 
name bands and acts, opening 
around Sept. 15. The club is 
about the only site in the vicinity 
with enough seating capacity to sup- 
port sizeable shows profitably. The 
main dining room of the club will 
seat about 1,200, and at least two 
other rooms can handle small pri- 


| vate parties at the same time. 


Local regulations forbid handling 
of liquor in a county spot, and the 
place will have to depend on food 


|and set-up trade for its income. For 


that reason a policy of straight ad- 
mission may be established in keep- 
ing with the quality of shows, 
Antonello said. 

In acquiring the property, Anton- 
ello took into consideration the tight 
housing situation. He has options on 
adjacent land where cottages wiil 
be available to house the bands and 
acts which play the spot. 

The club began operations in 1926, 
but has since been enlarged several 
times. Since 1939, however, it has 
housed an engineering firm. 
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Night Club Reviews 


oe 
Slapsy Maxie’s, L.A. 
Los Angeles, Aug. 1. 
Jack Cole Dancers (10), Cuily 
Richards, Stan Ross, Patti Moore & 
Ben Lessy, Maxie Rosenbloom, Ben 
Yost Colleens, Robert Maxwell, 
Matty Malneck Ork under Milton 
DeLugg. 








Much-advertised “surprise attrac- 


tion” at Slapsy Maxie’s for current 
show turns out to be the comic 
“from the same name,” who’s vaca- 
tioning from his act with Maxie 
Baer. -Despite Rosenbloom and an 
imposing array of talent, it’s the 
holdover Jack Cole dancers who 


steal the spotlight again in the cur- | 
rent layout. 


Cole has 
’ 


worked out a pair of 
dazzling new routines for his troupe 
to establish the unit conclusively as 
one of the hottest new nitery acts of 


the year. Opening routine is an 
East Indian number, an embellish- 
ment on authentic native dances. 


Utilizing rich costumes effectively, 
the troupe backs Cole solidly as he | 
moves through the intricate routine, 
a good part of which is based on the 
Hindu muscle control dancing. | 
Closer is a Cuban routine, with a | 
strong voodoo atmosphere, a_ fast, 
exciting specialty that builds to a 
smash finish. Troupe is literally | 
unable to encore due to exhaustive | 
demands of the act and Cole finally | 
begged off after a tremendous recep- 
tion. 

Comedy stint falls to Cully Rich- 
ards, aided and abetted by spot’s 
favorites, Patti Moore and Ben 
Lessy, Stan Ross and Rosenbloom 
in blackouts. Best of the lot is a 
modernized “Romeo and _ Juliet” 
with Patti on the balcony and 
Rosenbloom on a step-ladder. Heck- | 
ling by Richards and manager 
Sammy Lewis draw the yocks, but | 
Rosenbloom scores effectively with | 
smooth timing, dead-panning and | 
adlibs. 

Richards shows neatly in his own | 
stint, part of which is a history of | 
what happened to his routines while | 
he was in service, Later, he teams | 
with Ross for some effective imper- 
sonations. Stint resembles’ Ross’ 
prewar turn with Arch Robbins in 
the East and is a ready click, de- 
spite need for improving the timing 
as Ross muggs and Richards voices 
the imitations of w.k’s. Ross solos 
with a stout takeoff of Jessel to close 
the routine. 


| last week. And for the length of the 


| battle to get a’ table. 


| torch 





Team of Moore & Lessy, which 
can stay at this spot forever as far 
as cash customers are concerned, 
comes up with a couple of sock new 
numbers for the current layout. One, 
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j and -Naldi, Val Setz, Olsen and Joy; 


a takeoff on the styles of the An- 
drews Sisters and The Ink Spots, 
gets laughs easily. Duo also smashes 
across “Smiles” and a streamlined 
“Sheik of Araby” and is recalled 
to reprise their arrangement of 
“Nellie,” for which they get requests 
at every show. 


In the straight vocal department, 
a couple of new faces appear in Ben 


Starlight Roof, N. Y. 
(HOTEL WALDORF-ASTORIA) 


Ginny Simms, Jack Fina Orch, 
Mischa Borr Orch; $2 cover after 10 

.m, ee 
. Ginny Simms, who some _ years 
back deserted band vocaling~ with 
the Kay Kyser orch in favor of solo 
stands, has lost none of her essential 
warbling skill and command of audi- 
ence despite her long absence from 
the personal appearance field. Miss 
| Simms, who has been a film and 
radio fixture for some time, is at this 
class hostel as a prelude to the start 





Yost’s Colleens and the change is 
gratifying. Quintette now is aj} 


| smooth, professional group and gar- 


ners a great hand with its arrange- 


ments. Featured is the voice of 
Eileen, who displays a neat set of 
pipes. Colleens now shape up as a| 


first-class vocal group. 
Rounding out the show is harpist 
Robert Maxwell, who gets heavy re- | 


turns for his stringenuity. He plucks 
an encore after ranging from “Clair 
De Lune” to a Gershwin medley 


featured by a haunting arrangement 


of “The Man I Love.” A radio act, | 
he began his nitery career here a 
year ago and reception at current | 
layout again. proves him a ready 


click. 


Matty Malneck crew under Milton‘ 
DeLugg wins accolades for neat 
handling of tricky show numbers, 
particularly backing of Cole troupe, 
and easy dansapation. Kap. 





Copacabana, N. Y. 
(FOLLOWUP) 
Lena Horne captured New York 


sultry singer’s stay at the Copa 
there’s going to be one continuous 
The gal’s that 
terrif. 

The latter-day Ethel Waters, an- 
other Florence Mills—call her any- 
thing you will—Lena Horne remains 
one of the most amazing song stylists 
around. And, above all, an enter- 
tainer. 

Give Miss Horne a lyric with a 
and she'll send your heart 
through a wringer. And she’s do- 
ing plenty of those torchy ballads, 
most of them old. And there’s the 
test: when a performer can do an 
oldie and still make the mob feel 
it’s listening to a new tune. 

A fluttering hand, a gleam of her 
teeth, the flash of her eyes, her quiet 
charm on those nifty entrances and 
bowoffs—these are additional stamp 
of Miss Horne’s virtuosity. ‘ 

Otherwise, this is a holdover bill 
in which Copsey and Ayres are Miss 


Horne’s main support and_ still 
clicking with their interpretative 
dances. Kahn. 





Last Frontier, Las Vegas 
Las Vegas, Aug. 3. 
Jon and Sondra Steele, Mary Raye 


produced by Kathryn Duffy; Leigh- 
ton Noble’s Orch (15); no minimum, 
no cover. 





The Ramona Room is doing busi- 
ness regardless of the sweltering 
temperature outside. This is partly 
due to the fourth return of Jon and 
Sandra Steele, great favorites here, 
and the consistently fine shows 
staged by Kathryn Duffy. 


The Steeles get the audience 
in a gay mood, joining in a chorus 
of “Great Day.” Sandra then takes 
over with a fine selling job of “Don’t 
Tell Me.” Jon does a Gershwin 
medley as a piano solo and then 
“Bumble Boogie.” Sandra returns 
with a risque tune, “The Covered 
Wagon Rolled Right Along” and 
scores heavily with a reverse lyric 
on “The Girl That I Marry.” The 
pair get off with a harmonized “Dry 
Bones.” 

Mary Raye and Naldi are well re- 
ceived. Their ballroom interpreta- 
tions are fine as seen here. They do 











three routines and two. encores. 





WA’APPENS! 


America's No. 1 Rumba Personality 


PUPI CAMPO 


and his orchestra 


Now... Chelsea Hotel 


Atlantic City 
Per Dir. G.A.C. 


Their “Begin the Beguine” is a show 
stopper. 
rf} Val Setz opens with a hat, cane 
and coat juggling routine. Proves 
himself master of the indian clubs 
‘and rubber balls, plus unusual gim- 
!micks with silver dollars. All this 
interspersed with a fast line of chat- 
iter good for laughs. 
Olsen and Joy, two youngsters, do 
|'a refreshing comedy dance routine 
and their acrobatics are smooth and 
unexpected. 
Leighton Noble and his orchestra 
; return after successful previous local 
| dates. The group plays a neat show 
| and does alright by the local dance 
}crowd. Sid Silver returns to fill in 
the musical interludes both in the 

















Ramona and Horn Room. _ Brig. 











| veloped 


| phrasing. 


of her Coca-Cola airshow starting 
| Aug. 17. From what she shows at 
the Starlight Roof, she’s’ strong 


enough to write her own 
the class cafe circuit. 

Miss Simms retains her finely de- 
vocalistics and can 
any type of tune 
interpretation 
She makes a good sight 
impression with her tasteful con- 
tourlering and registers with the 
audience immediately. 

Since it is her first personal ap- 
pearance in sometime, Miss Simms 
isn’t taking any chances on her 


almost 
telligent 


with in- 
and_ skilled 


their way up on past and current 
top selling lists. So all the singer 
has to do is sell herself without hav- 
ing to worry about 
her numbers. 

- At that, she errs in the selection 
of a few tunes, such as the briefies 
in the medley of “Peg O’ My Heart” 
and “Someone to Watch 


made with “I’ve Got You Under My 
Skin,” and, surprisingly enough, “St. 


a jazz interpretation. Her efforts, at 
show caught, earned for her three 
solid encores. Once she gets over 
the chill of the p.a. field, and injects 
some personable chatter into her 
stint she’ll be an even greater asset 
to this room. 

Backing by Jack Fina’s band is 
full-bodied without being obtrusive 
and adds to the cen: at ace «¢ 
excellence of the Starlight bill. 
Mischa Borr’s band does the usually 
excellent job at relief dance spots. 
Jose. 


El Meoroceo. Montreal 
Montreal, Aug. 1. 
Johnny Howard, Elaine Jordan, 
Jeannette Garette, Line (6), Hutton 
Orch; no cover, minimum $1.50. 





Biz having slightly slowed up at 
this nitery, Johnny .Howard, who 
holds the Morocco’s’ attendance 
record for a two-week engagement, 
was brought back for his ninth ap- 
pearance here and only five weeks 
after the previous one. Howard still 
packs ’em in, scoring heavily with 
the same material which is mostly 
limited outside of his sharp whistling, 
to his personality and delivery. 
Howard once again proves that he is 
a solid performer with a solid follow- 
ing in this town. 

inger Elaine Jordan had troubles 
with the orchestra on opening night, 
resorting to real trouper courage to 
pull through the first show. The 
better rehearsed band did much 
better in subsequent shows. Miss 
Jordan has a pleasant manner and 
works on difficult arrangements, 
which seem to hamper her work as 
the range of her voice is limited. But 
she scores nicely with her person- 
ality and appearance. 

Tap dancer Jeannette Garrette 
does a spectacular number with a 
matador’s cape after a fast opening 
turn. Miss Garrette’s tap technique 
is excellent and she is a bright spot 
in the show. The Milray Girls are 
tall and smart looking in striking 
costumes. Marc, 


Teeland. N. Y. 

Leary Bros., Leary & Flagg, Flor- 
ence Budny, Jo Anne Arxtell, Rae 
Hoyt, June Payne, Johanna Schultz, 
Frankie Frissaura, Lou Menschel, 
Blimpy Blank Orch; Noel Lee, pro- 
ducer; Paul von Gassner, choreogra- 
phy; Jac Lewis, costumes; $2 min. 





Despite the fact that the war’s been 
over for some time and the menfolk 
are back, the Iceland continues to be 
largely populated with the hen-party 
trade not above taking a fling on the 
floor sans male partners. The gals 
can get pretty enthusiastic despite 
the comparative paucity of males 
te dace | here, enjoy everything 
thrown at them including the smor- 
gasbord, and make for an air of gen- 
eral conviviality. ; 

The Iceland is continuing with its 
ice-shows for telling effect on. the 
trade. The Paul von Gassner rou- 
tines are neatly contrived to provide 
sweep despite the comparatively 
small skating surface, and a group of 
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returns. However, the 








OF AMERICA 


some drawbacks in the non-skating 
talent, but these turns are too brief 
to mar the generally good effect of 
| the show. 

Principal teams in the layout com- 
| prise Leary and Flagg and the Leary 
' Bros. with two of the line gals, 


| forming a combo to provide greater 
roundness to the proceedings. Most 
| Flagg in a pair of ballroom routines 
| with minimum acrobatics, but suf- 
ficient pace and grace to hit the audi- 
| ence, The Leary Bros. impress with 
their precision work, but opening 





| audience risabilities. 
| 














larly work in the precision vein, 
These gals have looks, personality 
and are appreciated by the crowd. 
In the non-skating departments, 
Frankie Frissaura does a record act 
to a pair of disks featuring femme 
vocals. He still has to work out 
panto routines to get the best audi- 
ence response. Bandleader Blimpy 
Blank and emcee Lou Menschel con- 
tribute gags that have outlived their 
time. Jose. 


Boulevard Reom, Chi 
(HOTEL STEVENS) 


Chicago, Aug. 1. 
Bob Hopkins, Fay & Gordon, Acro- 


| maniacs (3), Lee Gilmore, Boulevar- 
ticket on | 


dears (12), Benny Strong orch (12) 


| with Jean Devon and Elwood Carl; 


handle | 


| tunes. All her numbers have worked | 


$3.50 minimum. 





Dorothy Dorben has managed to 
retain the sophistication of her previ- 
ous presentations in this current re- 
vue, despite a slashed budget and 
curtailed availabilities. Although the 
show is extremely good, it la@€ks the 
continuity usually associated with 
Dorben. 

Line numbers, ordinarily elaborate, 
have been narrowed down to two, 
both severely modern, yet neatly cos- 


|tumed. First offering, “It’s Rhythm,” 


receptivity of | 


Over Me.” | 
Strongest dents on the audience are | 


Louis Blues,” in which she attempts | 


talented skaters hits ample applause | 
show has | 


has Boulevar-dears beating native 
drums in jungle moods. For closing 
the 12 dancers weave through Latin- 
American dances, while Lee Gilmore 
sings his own composition, “Magic 
Has Stolen the Night.” Bernice 
Evans turns in a dance solo in the 
same number, “The American 
Bolero.” Entire routine, including 
title, is reminiscent of Frank War- 
ren’s “Midnight” number in last 
Copacabana show. 

Fay and Gordon have slick, ultra- 
dapper appearance and suavely fin- 
ished ballroom routines. Their 
gestures in a “Music Box” number 
combine distinctive style with a fine 
interpretative pattern. 

The Acromaniacs, are doing all 
right in the Hilton chain, having ap- 
peared at the Empire Room some 
months ago. They work up a lot of 
hep-cat gym antics and tumbling and 
balancing for plenty of applause. 

Bob Hopkins offers good imitations 
and moments of laughter. He does 
convincing job and though the act 
isn’t new, it’s fast and “ad libs” flow 
easily, 

Lee Gilmore has been held over 
from last show, and gets solo vocal 
chance in this. Singing, “I Get a 
Kick Out of You,” and “Donkey 
Serenade,” he reveals hefty baritone 
fitting for size of room. 

The Benny Strong orch is a solid 
feature in itself. Their “Little Show” 
between reviews, composed of musi- 
cal games, and with their close co- 
operation on backing acts, they look 
at home in this family-convention 
popular room. Jean Devon, recent 
returnee from Hollywood after win- 
ning Chi’s “My Favorite Brunette” 
contest, gets diners’ attention with 
“I’m So Right Tonight.” Male bal- 
lader, Elwood Carl, does competent 
work on pop tunes. 


Flamingo, Las Vegas 
Las Vegas, Aug. 1. 
Virginia O’Brien, Lenny Gale, 
Clarissa, Ben Yost’s Vikings (4), 
Dorothy Dorben Dancers (7), Gar- 
wood Van's Orch (15); no cover, no 
minimum, 





By moving this show along at a 
rapid pace, Lenny Gale saves it. He 
clowns throughout the show and 
acts as m.c. His Amos ’n’ Andy audi- 
ence participation routine is good 
for solid laughs. 

Virginia O’Brien gets top billing 
but her dead pan singing doesn’t 
score too well, partly because the na- 
tives aren’t hep to her style. Then, too, 
others are disappointed because she 
doesn’t do the songs she did in pic- 
tures. She gets fair applause with, 
“I Wore A Tulip,” “It’s Still Salomy,” 
“I'm Going Back To Where I Come 
From” and encores with “Every- 
body Has a Laughing Place.” 

Ben Yost’s Vikings are well re- 
ceived. Audience especially goes for 
their singing of “Old Man River” 
and “The Ranger’s Song.” 

Clarissa, a talented and pretty 
little dancer, misses when she tries 
to talk a song in the South Ameri- 
can way without benefit of mike. 
Ringsiders applaud but no one else 
in the big Flamingo Room can hear. 

Dorothy Dorben Dancers open the 
show with a Merry Widow Waltz 
number and return to do an Oriental 
number. Natalie Schilling, an eye- 
ful, is featured in both numbers. 


Garwood Van orch_ continues BY APPOINTMENT 
plays a neat show. Brig. EE 
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Copacabana, Miami B’ch 
__ Miami Beach, Aug. 2. 
Billy Vine with Carol Vance, Doil y 
Dawn, Bob Dixon, Germaine, June 
Taylor Girls (7), Frank Linale Orch: 
no minimum or cover. ¢ 





Departure from the long adhered. 
to Copa policy of straight presenta. 
tion, sams usual emcee, proves a 
smart move for the current produc. 
tion. For in Billy Vine the room has 
acquired a comedian-introer who is 
drawing the heaviest business since 
the spot reopened for the summer. 

Vine’s worked this town for years 
but has never looked better than he 
does here. Room is perfectly set up 
for comedians and he takes full ad. 

vantage of the physical qualities pro- 
| vided. Ad lib foolery with ringsiders 
can be seen and heard from any 
point to sharpen the effect. Lighting 
| layout also catches mugging on 
| which he depends in many instances 
to get full values out of lines and 
bits. His work in and out of pro- 
duction numbers helps them retain 
sparkle, though they’ve in- 
stalled through three changes of fea- 
tured acts. 

In his own spot, Vine purveys his 
blowzy, pathos-tinged drunk, la- 
menting the marriage of his “pals.” 
It’s been a standard with him for a 
long time, but has taken on sock 
comedy values with added biz and 
| perfect timing. New, is his limning 

of contemporaries Joe E. Lewis, 
| Jackie Miles, Danny Thomas, the 
Lester brothers and Zero Mostel in 
a clever routine which sketches a 
discussion with Harry Richman on 
“The Jolson Story.” Encores with the 
“Sadie Thompson” sequence, called 
for by patrons. With red-headed 
| looker Carol Vance assisting ably, 
| it winds sesh into begoff. 
| Dolly Dawn, in the added attrac- 
tion slot, clicks with her vocalistics, 
Utilizes her full voiced, easy style 
in a smart. blend of jump and 
rhythm tunes, with “O Sole Mio” 
done straight for neat change of 
pace. Comes back for song sesh in 
which she works on the bald-headed 
ringsiders. 

Supporting show and 
remains same, and is still effective. 
Group numbers wear well, with 
“Granada” still the standout. Bob 
Dixon reaffirms impresh that he’s a 
good bet for singing spots in the 
better cafes and as a possibility for 
musicals. Germaine, too, impresses 
with her spin-tappings. 

Show runs two hours, with the 
patrons seeming unable to get 
enough of Vine. 

Frank Linale’s orch backs show 
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ALWAYS WORKING 


‘WHITEY’ ROBERTS 


HELD OVER ! 
Srd Week, Glen Casino, Buffalo 
Starting Aug. 11, El Morroco, Montreal 
Dir.: William Morris Agency 








“VOICE COACH TO 
THE STARS" 


KAHN 


VOCAL COACH AND ARRANGER 
210 West 54th St. Circle 6-3973 
New York City 
































| Florence Budny and Jo Anne Axtell, | 


| polished routines are by Leary and | 


' comedy number is too weak to dent 


The Misses Budny and Axtell simi- ! 


Direction MATTY ROSEN 


Curry, Byrd » Le Roy 


“BEDLAM IN THE BALLROOM" 
ON TOUR 


CLUB-DATES HARRY GREEN 
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from date of this notice. 


Artists (NVA). 





IMPORTANT NOTICE !! 


re obliged te discontinue the “Protected Mate- 
Therefore take notice that after the 15th day of Se)- 
tember, 1947, we shail be obliged to dispose of all of said material in ou! 
possession, and we wiil not be responsible for same after thirty 
Please call in . 
This also includes all material formerly filed with the National Vaudeville 


Signed (BOARD OF DIRECTORS) NATIONAL VARIETY ARTISTS, INC. 
225 West 46th Street, New York 


(20) days 


person and bring your receipt 
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THOMAS JOB 

Thomas Job, 46, playwright and 
author, died at his home in Santa 
Monica, Cal., July 31. Former as- 
sociate professor of dramatic litera- 
ture at Yale and Carnegie Tech, his 
plays best known to U. S. audiences 
were “Barchester Towers” and “Un- 
cle Harry.” Latter, in which Eva 
Le Gallienne and Joseph Schild- 
kraut were starred, was regarded as 
his most successful work. It opened 
at the Broadhurst, N. Y., in 1942, 
and later was made into a picture by 

iversal. 
viewers,” an adaptation of the 
Anthony Trollope novel, opened in 
N. Y. in 1937 with Ina Claire in the 
a who was born in-Carmarthen, 
South Wales, was graduated from 
Univ. of Wales before coming to the 
U. S. in 1924. He wrote “Giants in 
the Earth,” a tragedy, five years 
later. “Alas, Regardless,’ which was 
produced at the Birmingham Reper- 
tory theatre, England, in 1940, was 
another of Job’s plays. It was staged 
by Sir Barry Jackson. After “Uncle 
Harry” and “Regardless,” Job went 
to Hollywood to write screen pro- 
ductions, 

His latest and one of his best 
known films was “Two Mrs. Car- 
rolls,” a Warner production, which 
was released this year. Screenplay 
was adapted from Martin Vale’s 
stage production. 

Survived by widow, 
daughter. 


a son and 





HENRY G. FARGEL 

Henry G. Fargel, 52 managing di- 
rector of the Broadway Assn. since 
1941, died Aug. 3 at his home in 
Jersey City, following a heart at- 
tack. Fargel, who went to Rutgers 
and also was graduated from New 
York Univ., started his newspaper 
work as a reporter for the Jersey 
City Journal, and then held various 
editorial and executive positions 


IN MEMORY OF 
My Beloved Husband 


DICK RYAN 


MARY RYAN 





with the Macy newspaper chain. He 
was a political writer, legislative 
correspondent and former New 
Jersey bureau chief for thé Associ- 
ated Press. 

Fargel started in public relations 
as counsel for the late Rev. S. 
Parkes Cadman and was his per- 
sonal rep on the $10,000,000 China 
Famine Relief Fund. He also had 
represented many nationally known 
persons and large organizations in- 
cluding the Organ Guild of U. S. 
and Canada, British Schools, Ameri- 
can Legion and National Catholic 
Actors’ Guild. Prior to his affilia- 
tion with the Broadway Assn., he 
had been public relations counsel 
for Hotel Astor, N. Y. for 13 years. 

Survived by mother and two 
sisters, 





JOHN D. REDMOND 


_John D. Redmond, 42, RKO divi- 
sion manager with headquarters in 
Minneapolis, dropped dead follow- 
ing a heart attack in that city, Aug. 
4. A veteran theatre man, Redmond 
had been with the Mort H. Singer 
circuit and RKO Theatres for the 
last seven years, He was promoted 
from position as house manager in 
Omaha to division manager by 
Singer before the latter's death, re- 
taining the post with RKO. 
PreViously Redmond had been 
Ous€ manager on both the east and 
West coasts, and had been in the 
theatre business nearly all his life. 
His RKO division included Minne- 
apolis, St. Paul, Omaha and other 
northwest cities. 
Survived by his 


and 
daughter. 


widow 





HARRY C. BROWNING 


Harry C. Browning, 84, former 
actor, died in Portland, Me., July 21. 
Born in Baltimore, Md., he had 
toured the country in road shows for 
Many years, He appeared with such 
ny as Olga Nethersole and E. S. 
; illard, latter being an English ac- 
wen an earlier era. But the role in 
hag he took greaiest pride was a 
ead in ‘The Old Homestead,” since 
Gee ning was proud of his associa- 
10N with Denham Thompson, author 
of that show. 

Se 1890, Browning went to Port- 
Pp to appear in plays at the old 
€aks Island Pavilion and also at 


OBITUARIES 





the Gem theatre. He retired from 
all connection with the theatre 10 
years ago. 

Survived by a daughter. 





JOHN CORNELL 


Memphis Town Club Set 


Memphis, Aug. 5. 
Norman Woodmansee, manager of | 
Parkview apartment hotel here, has | 
become partner with Wray Williams | 
in operation of the Town Club, local | 
nitery originally established as an | 
Officers’ Club during war. , 
Actual management is in hands of 
Sam Keath, filling spot vacated 





John Cornell, 32, freelance radio 
announcer working on _ network 
shows emanating in N. Y., died July 
29 at his N. Y. apartment of self- 
inflicted bullet wounds. Cornell 
phoned NBC saying he would be 
unable to make a show on Tuesday 
(29) afternoon because of illness. 
He was not seen alive again. 

His wife, a N. Y. model, and their 
child were in Florida at the time of 
his death. 

Cornell was best known as regular 
announcer on “Just Plain Bill,”” NBC 
program, but also had handled other 
network shows and was a newscaster 
on WOR. He had been in radio for 
about 10 years, coming to N. Y. from 
Texas. He had worked on several 
stations in that state and elsewhere 
in the west. 

Survived by his widow and child. 





. DICK BATH 

Dick Bath, 49, vice-president and 
general manager of Station WKNE, 
Keene, New Hampshire, died sud- 
denly Aug. 3 after a cerebral throm- 
bosis. He had been identified with 
radio since 1933. 

Bath started as a salesman for | 
WNBX, Springfield, Vt. In 1940 the 
station moved to Keene under the 
call letter WKNE. Bath was made 
commercial manager in 1942. When 
Joseph K. Close bought the station 
in 1945 he became general manager 
and vice-president. 








RICHARD OGDEN 
Richard Ogden, 34, former casting 
director of Theatre Guild, New 
York, was found dead in his Santa 
Monica apartment, Aug. 5. 

Police found suicide notes. One, 
to actress Jan Clayton, said his car 
was for “Estelle,” who Miss Clayton 
identified as Estelle Winwood. Miss 
Clayton had formerly been “in the 
N. Y. “Carousel,’ produced by the 
Guild. ° 

The other directed his clothes be 
sent Peter Birch, now in “Carousel.” 








WALTER DE LEON 

Walter De Leon, 63, former vaude- 
ville player and later a screenwriter, 
died in Los Angeles, Aug. 1. 

After retiring from the Orpheum 
circuit, De Leon became associated 
as a scenarist on “Ruggles of Red 
Gap,” “Union Pacific’ and other 
films. 





ERNEST MOLLISON 

Ernest Mollison, 52, veteran Texas 
exhibitor, died in Corpus Christi 
Texas recently. He was a road show 
representative for many early-day 
pictures and operated the Gulf thea- 
tre at Gulf, Granada, Alpine; and 
Palace, Marfa, all m Texas. 





CASPER FISCHER 

Casper Fischer, early-day show- 
man, who helped promote the con- 
struction of the present Music Hall 
theatre in Seattle, died in New York, 
July 26. He was also operator of 
the old Hippodrome in Seattle at 
one time. 








TOM LANCASTER | 

Tom Lancaster, 74, former vaude- 

ville comedian, died in Philadelphia, 
Aug. 4. 

Lancaster had been associated , 

with the Wilmington Playhouse for 

the past 16 years. 





George Proctor, 64, former theatre 
manager, died at Dallas, -recently. 
He operated the old Forest Theatre 
there from 1929 to 1933, and later | 
managed the Sal-Sec, Haskell and | 
Fair theatres. 








Fred R. Ewing, 77, founder and 
head of Metropolitan Conservatory 
of Music, died in Chicago, July 27. 
Was a charter member of the Chi 
Federation of Musicians. Survived 
by widow and two daughters. 





Francis Taft Ewart, pic studio 
music arranger, died July 29 in 
Huntington Beach, Cal., as a result 
of an automobile crash. 








Haven Variety correspondent, died 
\in West Haven, July 30. 
! 


| 





Bob McRaven, 53, veteran Warner 
film salesman, died in Indianapolis, 
July 29. 


Valee V. Clegg, 59, stage and 
screen actor, died in Hollywood, July 
29. 
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‘aounenanene 
though now mainly on extended- 
runs or smaller cities, still is rack- 
ing up solid coin where playing. 

Of new product teeing off late in | 


July, “Welcome Stranger” (Par), | 
“Crossfire” (RKO), “Cry Wolf” 
(WB) and “Bachelor and Bobby- 


Soxer” (RKO) appear to have great- | 
est potentialities. “Stranger,” Bing 
Crosby - Barry Fitzgerald starrer, 
preemed in enough spots to tip it as 
a big grosser. Others had opened in 
only one spot in July. 


‘Ruth’ Never Below 5th 

“Ruth” started July in first place | 
and never fell below fifth-place | 
money in four succeeding weeks of 
month. Picture not only opened big, 
but holdover strength surprised vet 
exhibitors. “Hucksters” still was 
strong enough to land first money 
the final two weeks of July. 


“Perils of Pauline” (Par) won 
third slot but also slipped consider- 
ably on holdover stanzas. New July 
entry hit first place the week of July 
16, fell to second the week of July 
23 and then slipped badly on actual 
coin and showings at individual the- 
atres. 


“Unfaithful” (WB) was fourth on 
VarIETY’s July list, being in second 
place twice and third once. While 
leader in several cities on preem 
weeks, it was not uniformly strong 
in all opening stanzas or on second 
sessions. Fifth position went to 
“Wonder Who’s Kissing Her Now” 
(20th). This musical opus hit the 
Big Six four weeks during the 
month but failed to measure up to 
its initial promise despite the big 
showing for week of July 30 largely 
Smash 
stageshow there obviously was a big 
help. 

“Fiesta” (M-G) copped sixth place 
mainly on its initial week’s strength, 
with the usual long string of dates 
in Loew theatres the week of July 
9. It retreated in July 16 week and 
was not heard from again in top 
rankings. 

Runners-up, in the way they fin- 
ished in July, are “Possessed” (WB), 
“Brute Force” (U) and “Miracle on 
34th St.” (20th). First-named moved 
up as the month ended and is doing 
nicely in many key cities. 

“Brute” climbed from sixth place 
the week of July 23 to fourth in final 
week of month. Sensational bally- 
hoo and ad campaign are paying off 
on the Mark Hellinger' meller. 
Despite straight-film shows being a 
drug on the market this summer in 
N. Y., it broke the Criterion record 
in Manhattan opening week. 


“Miracle” did not do as well in 
smaller keys after the big business 
in larger key cities. “Ghost of Mrs. 
Muir” (20th), which was up among 








skids thereafter, failing to measure 
up to promise indicated by its big 
Music Hall, N. Y., run. 

“Woman on Beach” (RKO), which 
was among the stronger six grossers 


turned out disappointingly at the 
b.o. despite nice critical opinions. 





May Biz Above May, 1946 
Washington, Aug. 5. 
May biz at the boxoffice reflected 
the customary seasonal skid but re- 
mained well above the May figures 


to figures of admissions taxes col- 


iJ & M 








{lected in June by the Bureau of | 
| Internal Revenue. 
| Uncle Sam’s 20% bite on the May | 
‘turnstile spinning hit $27,829,982, | 
which was about $3,500,000 under the | 
preceding month, but $400,000 more | 
than the May, 1946, figures. Thus, | 
for the first five months of this | 
year, the boxoffice has been holding 
up and even running a little ahead | 
of 1946. Of the figures between 80 | 
'and 85% come from film theatres. 


Nitery business continued its re- 
cent downward trend. Nationwide, 
the 20% tax on the check brought in 
$4.479.193, contrasted to $5,233,374 
‘during May, 1946. Business was off 
sharply on Broadway. according to 
tax returns from the 3rd Internal 
Revenue District of New York, all 
of Manhattan above 23rd street. The 
tax vite for May wes $3.956,629. In 
April the figure was $6,764,000. i 
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Numerals in connection with bills below potiente opening day of show 





NEW YORK CITY 
Capitol (L) 7 
Ted Straeter Ore 
The DeMarcos 
Charles Trenet 
Paul Winchell 
Mulcay 
Music Hall (1) 7 
Paul Haakon 
Joseph Levinoft 
Stephanie Antle 
Olia Serova 
M Williamson 
Earl Covert 


| Corps de Ballet 


Rockettes 
Sym Ore 
Paramount (P) 6 
Cc Cavallero Ore 
B Allen & L Long 
Raul & Eva Reyes 
Nip Nelson 
Roxy (1) 6 
Abbott & Costello 
Joe Howard 
Hermanos Williams 
Amanda 
Audrey Young 
Maurice Rocco 
State (L) 7 
Carlton Emmy 
Lathrop & Lee 
Geo M Cohan Jr 
J & Rene Arnaut 
Jean Carroll 
Andre, Andree & B' 
QUEENS 
Jamaica (1) 6-9 
3 Reeds 
The Houghtons 
Grace Martin 
Sammy White 
Russ Miller & Co 
6-7 
Jay Arnold 
Valdo & Co 
Strut Flash 
Ross & Ross 
ATLANTIC 
Steel Pier (1) 
Perry Como 
i, Schaffer & Ore 
Marion Hutton 
Martin Bros 
Eddie Bartell 
Evans Family 
BALTIMORE 
Hippodrome (I) 7 
Allen & Kent 
Sammy Walsh 
Carole Landis 
(One to fill) 
State (I) %-9 
Al Bedell & Tanya 


CITY 
7-10 


Alan & C Noel 

Al Schenk 

The Marlboros 
10-13 


The Banfields 





Harry White 
Peggy Taylor 3 
BOSTON 
Boston (R) 7 
Gil Lamb 
J Moore's 3 Blazers 
Bonnie Baker 
Wayne Marlin 3 
CAMDEN 
Towers (J) 
3 Dales 
Bobby White 
Ray & Irene Drake 
Bobby Rollins 
Rigoletto Br Co 
CHICAGO 
Chicage (P) 8 
Victor Borge 
Jo Stafford 
Debonairs 
Oriental (1) 7 
Art Lund 
Helen Forrest 
Prof Backwards 
The Rudelis 
Doris & Robert 
Carl Sands Ore 
MIAMI 
Olympia (P) 6 
2 Vanderbilt Boys 
Stagg-McMann 3 
Jerry Cooper 
Pat Henning 
R & M Carnivale 
PHILADELPHIA 
_ Carman (1) 7 
Melody Masters 
Russ Le Beau 
F Tucker & Gloria 
Rick Lane 
ROCKFORD 
Palace (1) 8 


8-10 


Jimmy Costello 
Dick Gale 
Christine Forsythe 
3 Dares 

Marina 


P Walker Ore 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Golden Gate (R) 6 
Jack Carson 
Janice Paige 
Irene Ryan 
Tommy Wells 
Mary McCarthy 
D Willock (Tug’ell) 
SPRINGFIELD 
Court Sq (1) 7-10 
Sky Riders 
3 Claire Sis 
Harris & Anders 
Myles Bell & Nan 
Chas Ancaster 
Tom Tucker Co 
WASHINGTON 
Capitol (L) 7 
J, L & M Caites 
Eddy Manson 
Helene & Howard 


Chas Gray & Betty 'D Martin & Lewis 
BRISTOL JI Winters & F'ld’g 


Hippodrome (1) 4 
Robb Wilton 
3 Peters Sis 
Morris & Cowley 
Cook's Ponies 
Dudley's Midgets 
Zelda Day 
Hooper Sis 
R Silver & } 
CARDIFF 
New Theatre (I) 4 
Troise & Muandol’s 
Jack Daly 
Albert Whelan 
Silvas 
Adey & Dawn 
Johnson Clark 
Freddie Blac 
CHISWIC 
Empire (1) 4 
Max Miller 
Sirdani 
A J Powers 
10 Starlets 
Valmar 3 
Calores Sis 
Mayette 
DERBY 
Grand (I) 4 
I Moreton & Kaye 
George Lacy 
Donald B Stuart 
Velda & Vann 
2 Playboys 
Godfrey & Kerby 
Eleanor Beams 3 
Grifton Sis & J'q's 
HACKNEY 
Empire (1) 4 
Hal Monty 
Jane 
Millionaires 
H Clare & I Dennis 


Day 


Sam Linfleld Co 
Marietta Dancers 
LEICESTER 
Palace (I) 4 
Sandy Powell Co 
Len & Bill Lowe 
Fogel 
Leo Massey 
Storr Bros 
Mills & Paulette 
Dinks & T Patson 
Tony Walst 
MANCHESTER 
Hippodrome (1) 4 
Macari & Dutch §’s 
Woods & Jarrett 
Jackie Hunter 
Doren Blythe 
Geo Williams 
David Poole 
Dorchester Lovelies 
SHEPH’DS BUSH 
Empire (13) 4 
B Reid & D Squires 
Max Bacon 
Peter Brough 
J Riscoe & V Terry 
Pharos & Marina 
Lupe & Valez 
Allen & Barbara 
Bartlett & Massey 
WOooD GREEN 
Empire (1) 4 
Syd Seymour 
Madhatters Bd 
Cynstance Evans 
Pat O'Brien 
Sereno & Joy 
Alf Kay 
Earle & Oscar 
Jim Mac & Frank 





Seymore Lovelies 
Henry D Adams 








Cabaret Bills 





NEW YOBE CITY 


Cafe Sovtety 

(Downtown) 
Stanley Prager 
Mary Lou Williams 
Annabelle Hill 
Dave Martin Ore 


Carnival 
Bert Wheeler 
Lou Holtz 


Diosa Costello 
Wood & Kell 
(© & T Valde 
Yvonne Addir 
Jimmy Ellison 
Paul Gavotte 
Reid Ore 
China Deol 
John Tio 
Moo Song 
Fran Yang 
Jadine Li Sun 
fai Sings 
Copacabana 
Lena Horne 
Copsey & Ayres 


| Naney Doran 


Michael Durso Ore 
Fernando Alverez O 
Diamond Horseshoe 
Ross & La Pierre 
Siri 


| Herman Hyde 


‘Yurner Twins 
Rosebuds 
lilly Banks 
fables Davis 
Renald & Rudy 
lack Mathers 
Noble Sissle Ore 
svd Strange Ore 
El Chico 
‘owita Rios 
Caball« ros 
Havanu-Madria 
“rakeon 


| 
Pancho & Diane 





ecuona Boys 
Hino Ore 
leeland 
Leary & Flagg 
eary Bros 
lorence Budny 
Jo Anne Axiell 
Frankie Frissaura 
Blimpy Blank Ore 
Latin Quurtes 
Willie Howard 
Al Kelly 
Mazzone-Abbott D's 
Gloria Le Roy 
mile Boreo 
irgska 
Miriam Gwynne 
Bon Vivants 
rj + Travers O 
Hotel Taft 
Vincent Lopez Ore 
Charlie Drew 
Hotel Lexington 
Alomas Hawaliane 
otel Pennsyivani: 
Skitch enderson 


re 

Hotel Biltmore 
Ray Heatherton 
Arthur Rave) Ore 
Rosario & Antonio 
Village Vanguare 
Maxine Sullivan 
Three Flames 
Don Frye 

Hotel Pierre 
Reberto & Alicia 


|Chas Reader Ore 


' 


| 


Hotel St Regis 


t 


'Miit Shaw 


| 
' 


Laszla & Pepito 
Paul Sparr Ore 


No. 1 Fifth Ave 
rat Bright 


_ 


Jack Kerr 
Hazel Webster 


Downey & Fonville 
Michlights 
Riviera 
Andrews Sis 
Lenny Kent 
Tony Bavaar 
Joel Herron Ore 
Curbello Ore 
Sensationalists 
Chandra-Kaly Ders 
Little Club 
Walter Gross 
Leon & taddle’s 
Eddie Davis 
Art Waner Oro 
Patsy Howard 
Tahja 
Catron Bros 
Mara & Maurice 
Shepard Line 
Zimmerman’s 
Paul Smith 
Janczi Makula 
Zsiga Bela 
Paulens 
Doris Haywood 
Gene Kardos O 
Monte Carle 
Joel Shaw Ore 
Rhumba Ore 
Roberto 
Hotel New Yorker 
Jerry Wald Ore 
Marion Spelman 
Arnold Shods 
Narena & Norris 


Blackhawk 
Ray Pearl 
Sherman Bros (38) 
Dorothy Biegan 

Chez Paree 
|Danny Thomas 
Miriam Lavalle 
Marty Gould Ore 
Barry Sherwood 
Rodriquez & Phyllis 
Chez Adorables (10) 
Vickee Richards 

Hotel Bismarck 
Don Julian & Mar 
Lorita Mallney 
Eddie Fens Ore 
Benno Delson Ore 
Gil Robinson 

Helsings 
Sid Fisher Ore 
Al Morgan 
Mel Cardo 
Donald Lane 
Adrian Lorraine 
H Edgewater Beach 
Del Courtney Ore 
Harold & Lola 
Orantos (3) 





Connie Conn 
Waldorf-Astoria 
Ginny Simms 
Jack Fina Ore 
Mischa Borr Ore 
Belmeont-Plaza 
Blair & Dean 
Martha King 
Payson Re Ore 
Nino Ore 
Ruban Bleg 
George Kreisler 
Muriel Gaines 
Neil Stanley 
Jucy McGee 
Cedric Wallace 8 
Wally Blacker 
Versailies 
Bob Grant Ore 
Carl Ravazza 
Panchito Ore 
Village Barn 
Ann Dennis 
Norman Jensen 
Stabby Ore 
Lou Ceasar 
Corday & Triane 
Pappy Below 
Hotel Edison 
Geo Towne Ore 
Wives 
Bob Lee 
Kay Carole 
Stuart Langley 
Peggy Palmer 
D’Quincey & Giv’ns 


CHICAGO 


Hotel Sherman 
Carl Marx 
Jackie Cain 
Charlie Ventura Ore 
Clark Dennis 
Jose Melis 

Hotel Steve 
Benny Strong re 
Bob Hopkins 
Acromaniacs 
Fay & Gordon 
Boulevar-Dears 

Latin Quarter 
Kitz Brothers (4) 
Connie Russell 
Diane & Edwards 
Latin Lovelies 
Buddy Shaw Ore 
the Jansleya (4) 

Palmer House 
Liberace 
Freddie Nagel Cre 
Michael Dougias 
Abbott D'ncera (13) 
Gower & Beil 

Vine Gardens 
Dick Gale 
J & Joan Walton 


Royal Rockets (3) 
Song Stylists (4) 
Marianne 


Terese Rudolph 
Jackie Soo 
Fedele Joe Kish Ore 


Cold USO Tour 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 

USO-Camp Showseunit, numbering 
10 members, left on a three-month 
tour of military bases in Alaska and 
the Aleutian Islands. 

Troupers are Murray Parker, Lois 
Ray, Lyons and Lynne, Dot, Dee 
and Day and the Salmas Bros. 


MARRIAGES 


Boots Mallory to Herbert Mar- 
shall, Santa Barbara, Aug. 3. Bride 
and groom are stage and film players. 

Mrs. Blanche Angelus to Jesse 
Long, New York, July 31. Groom is 
legit general manager who was in- 
terested in “A Family Affair,’ pro- 
duced on Broadway last season; bride 
is a non-pro. 

Margery Anne Thul to Kenneth 
Klein, Jackson Heights, L. I., Aug. 2, 
Groom is veepee of Town Hall, N. Y. 

Camille Amico and Jerry Murad, 
Chicago, July 30. Groom is leader 
of the “Harmonicats;” bride non-pro, 

Betty Smith to Jack Braly, Los 
Angeles, Aug. 1. Bride and groom 
are with Paramount exchange in 
és. ee 

Pearl Walton to Frank Glicksman, 
Hollywood, July 27. Groom is a story 
analyst at Metro. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Jackie Miles, son, 
New York, July 29. Father is vaude 
and nitery comedian. 

Mr. and Mrs. Clark Chesney, son, 
New York, July 31. Mother is 
Kathryn Warren, legit actress. 
Father is an actor. 

Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Michael 

Cunning, daughter, Los Angeles, 
Aug. 1. Father is a television pro- 
ducer. 
« Mr. and Mrs. Roy Allen, daughter, 
Los Angeles, July 2. Father is legit 
actor, now appearing in Coast pro- 
duction of “Anna Lucasta.” 

Mr. and Mrs. Ray Woodard, son, 
Franklin, Pa., July 25. Father man- 
ages two theatres there. 

Mr. and Mrs. Don Sharpe, daugh- 
ter, Santa Monica, July 28. Mother 
is Betty Moran, radio actress; father 
is an agent. 

Mr. and Mrs. David S. Hillman, 
daughter, La Jolla, Cal., July 30. 
Father is an advertising executive. 

Mr. and Mrs. Sam Weisenthal, 
daug?i%&r, Hollywood, July 31, Father 

















lis manager of General Service 
| Studios. 

| Mr. and Mrs. John Christ, son, 
{Los Angeles, July 26. Father is a 


\radio producer. 
Mr. and Mrs. Al Jarvis, son, Holly- 
wood, Aug. 2. Father is disk jockey 


4 
9. 
7% 
. 
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HOUSE REVIEWS 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, August 6, 1947 





State, N. Y. 

Burns Twins & Evelyn, Herman 
Chittison Trio, Johnny Burke, Gra- 
cie Barrie, Peggy Taylor Trio, Dean 
Martin & Jerry Lewis; Louis Basil 
House Orch; “Fiesta” (M-G). 





State’s bookers have instituted a 
novel system this session of featuring | 
neither of their headline acts in the 
next-to-closing, With songstress 
Gracie Barrie and the Dean Martin- 
Jerry Lewis comedy team featured, 
the iower-billed Peggy Taylor trio 
gets the ace slot. Result surprisingly | 
makes for better overall pacing. Miss 
Barrie hypoes the middle of the bill 
and Martin and Lewis close the pro- 
ceedings solidly. 

Always a good bet in this house, | 
Miss Barrie is no exception this time. | 
Attired dazzlingly in white, she sells | 
her repertoire of comedy tunes and 
ballads with surefire showmanship, 
based on a combination of throaty | 
volume and novel phrasing. Satiric | 
monolog accompanying “Sunday | 
Kind of Love” is standout and she | 
gets plenty of yocks with her special | 
intro and lyrics on “Mahzel.” Im-| 
pression of an opera singer gone 52d | 
street is a bit tired, but gets her off 
to good applause. 

Martin and Lewis _ evidently | 
haven't changed a line of their ma- | 
terial since first teaming up last year 
at the Havana-Madrid, N. Y., but | 
they still comprise one of the better | 
young teams in the business, Mar- | 
tin’s nonchalant crooning improves 
steadily and Lewis’ zany antics get 
the guffaws where they’re needed. 
Alternate impressions of Hollywood | 
characters are clever and their | 
hilarious “Old Man River” windup 
gets them a well-deserver begoff. 

Burns Twins and Evelyn tee off the 
Show with sore fast and neatly- 
executed precision tapping, with the 
act’s rapid pacing giving it the re- 
quired flash. Johnny Burke, with his 
comedic monolog on the tribulations | 
of a World War I doughboy, will | 
protete be appreciated as long as | 
the public remembers its wars. Years | 
of work with the same material have | 
given him a solid timing and delivery 
and his gags and uniform are prob- 
ably destined to continue as per- 
ennials. 

Herman Chittison Trio, comprising 
piano, bass and guitar, is excellent. 
All fine musicians, they tee off with 
a jump version of “Peg o’ My Heart,” | 
segueing into a nifty rendition of 
“Man I Love,” to which they give 
varied treatment via changes in beat 
and harmony. Windup, a fast jazz 
number, gets them a hefty sendoff. 
Rounding out the bill is the Peggy 
Taylor trio in a well-staged adagio 
turn. Graceful acrobatics”°and bal- 
ance posturing of the two lads and a 
gal is neatly executed and her 
double-jointed spins from boy to boy 
add a unique touch of novelty. 

Louis Basil house orch ‘cuts the 
show competently, with Basil han- 
diing well his usual emcee Se 

tal. 











Hippodrome, Balto. 
Baltimore, Aug. 3. 
Johnny Bothwell Orch (14) with 
Claire Hogan, Don D/’arcy, Dick 
Kemney & Pete Carlisle, Ray & Irene 
Drake, Milbourne Christopher, The 
Harmonicats (3); “The Vigilantes 
Return” (Col). 





Strong layout is heavy on music 
but nicely lined up for snappy play- 
ing. Johnny Bothwell has a youth- 
ful aggregation which punches from 
the tee-off and his own saxophone 
acds handy highlights when re- 
quired. What the aggregation may 
lack in finish for this type of stint 
is made up in enthusiasm. “Laura” 
and “Street of Dreams” are a brace 
of standouts audibly recognized by 
stubholders on announcement. Male 
vocalist pleases with “Sunday Kina 
of Love,” and femme, a_ looker, 
punches out well paced versions of 
‘All of Me,” “Pop Corn” and “West- 
ern Kind of Living.” 

Spotted in between the band etuff 
is good comedy ballroomology by 
Ray and Irene Drake, who score 
with the usual knockabout stuff, and 
Milbourne Christopher, one of the 
smoothest working magicians to ap- 

ear here in moons. Nice looking 
ad uses ropes for fast trickery and 
offers well-timed patter that keeps 
customers in pleasant frame for 
more. Gave considerable class to 
this setto. 

Harmonicats are a smash from the 
teeoff and judging from returns, one 
of the big reasons for current up- 
swing at the b.o. Trio utilizes har- 
monicas for some legit versions of 
“Holiday for Strings,” “Tico Tico,” 
Chopin's “Fantasy Impromptu” and 
= we “Peg O’ My Heart” trade- 
ark. 


Biz very hig. Burm. 


Capitol, Wash. 
: Washington, Aug. 1. 
Rigoletto Bros (4), Ben Yost Vik- 


ings (5), Barney Grant, Estelle & 
LeRoy, Sam Jack Kaufman House 


| number in a crouching position. 


operetta numbers, rather than novel- 
ty. Such medleys as the “Oklahoma!” 
tunes and the better known Rom-| 
bergs, well delivered, with style and | 
nicely blended voices, are surefire. | 
Special kudos are expressed for John | 
Barry, basso profundo of team, who | 
reaches the lowest depths of the) 
scale and still makes it sound like 
music. 


Barney Grant, in a hillbilly rou-| 
tine, fills the comedy slot to the 
obvious delight of the galleries. Rou- | 
tine is the familiar, corny combo of | 
gags, a few tunes on a guitar, bur- 
lesqued dance steps, and dead-pan 
chatter, all of which went well with 
the customers at the show caught. 


Rigoletto Brothers, with two 


| femme assistants, register in a_ con- 


tinental type acro-magic act. Team 
offers some novel twists to the usual | 
cigarette and bottle sleight-of-hand, | 
and winds up with a breath-taking 
balancing stunt which proves to be a 
gag. Gals do a military precision 
Act | 
tees off the bill well above the aver- 
age level of most curtain raisers. 

Estelle & LeRoy bring down the 
curtain with an attractive ballroom | 
terp act. Couple does about four | 
short, fast-moving numbers rather | 
than the standard pair of long ones. | 
As a result, there is more variety and | 
change of pace than in most acts of 
this type. Get best returns for their 
samba and jive interpretations. 

Kay DeWitt, vocalist, with the | 
house orch, does some Gershwin | 
numbers. Lowe. 





Oriental. Chi 
Chicago, July 31. 
Art Lund, Helen Forrest, Profes- 
sor Backwards, Doris and Robert, 
the Rudells (3), Carl Sands Orch 
(13): “Carnival in Costa Rica” (20- 
Fox). 





The Oriental took on some added 
tone with the current stanza _ co- 
headlining Art Lund and Helen For- 
rest. The management is inaugurat- 
ing a policy featuring the new staff 
band under the direction of Carl 
Sands, and for build-up they have 
revamped the stage by the purchase 
of handsome sets, numerous cur- 
tains, backgrounds and stands. Ad- 
ditions give the stage larger and 
fresher look. 

Helen Forrest’s entrances get 
audience reaction because of her | 
surprisingly hefty frame, garbed in 
bright chartreuse formal. Gown, | 
although brilliant on bow, looks | 
dreary yellow under the spot, and | 
with the girl’s blonde hair, gives her | 
washed out appearance. She offsets | 
improper lighting effects by offer- 
ing her top stylings, in true radio 
manner. “I Do, Do, Do Like You” 
has Miss Forrest singing with Latin 
accent, and “Them There Eyes,” an 
especially catchy version, brings 
heavy applause. Although once best 
known for torrid ballad offerings, 
she limits herself to “Sunday Kind of 
Love.” Her show stopping num- 
ber... .“Sunnyside of the Street.” 


‘Art Lund was last here as band 
vocalist with Jimmy Joy in 1941]. 
Since then he has come a long way 
on the success of the recording, 
“Mam’selle,” and management wisely 
takes the cue with the presentation 
of an apache number by Doris and 
Robert. During this sequence, Lund 
sings the number in barroom setting 
and steps off while the duo continues 
dance interpretations to “My Man.” 
The stage designer came up with 
appropriate scenery for this, giving 
the revue more versatility. 

Lund, whose build and coloring 
remind of Sonny Tufts, completes 
his segment with “Blue Skies,” “Peg 
O’ My Heart,” and “Sleepy Time 
Girl.” Latter number reveals defi- 
nite western twang, drawing a 
strong audience reception. 


Professor Backwards, an old timer | 
here, has especially good luck with 
his gags and maneuvers. He warms 
up the payees immediately with a 
dead-pan delivery of deliberately 
corny cracks, but causes a continual 
chuckle. His act hasn’t changed since 
his previous venture into this terri- | 
tory, which is just as well. He 
work for almost 20 minutes, devot- 
ing too little time to his reverse | 
blackboard spelling. Young kids 
offered some difficult words for him 
*to work with but, never managed to 
stump him. 

The Rudells, who open the lay- 
out, do quick trampoline act which 
looks easy, but takes skill and pre- 
cision. Trio has the routine down 











| 


| Benny’s_ stooge 
| given top billing here, is a decided 


| her figure and finally 


Apolio, N. Y. 

Henry “Red” Allen Orch (15) with 
J. C. Higginbotham, Eddie “Roches- 
ter” Anderson, Three Brown Bud- 
dies, Four Vagabonds, Russ, Mack & 
Page, Kitty Murray, Johnny & Ed- 
die; “Killer at Large” (PRC). 





It’s a so-so show at best this week 
at Harlem’s vaude showcase. Jack 
“Rochester,” who's 


letdown, while of the other acts only 
the Vagabonds and Russ, Mack & 


|'Page stand out from a cloud of 


mediocrity. Henry “Red” 
band starts the stanza rolling with a 
brace of hot tunes, “Count Me Out” 
and “Junior Hop.” 

Three Brown Buddies, fast tap trio, 
work smoothly together on close 
precision stuff. While their terping is 
well done it has a sameness about it 
which could be relieved by addition 


Crack trombonist J. 
botham moves off the podium for a 
neat solo of “Mighty Lak a Rose.” 
He plays it straight for the most part 
with an occasional sweep into a jive 
arrangement. As 


trumpet solo of “I Cover the Water- 
front.” Pianist Billy Kyle does a 
sock pianology in 
Higginbotham and Allen, 

Novelty turn of Johnny & Eddie 
reaches a new low in comedy in bur- 
lesquing a fan dancer. Two lads clad 
in long underwear with battered felt 
hats atop their noggins. work in 
pantomime holding feathers in stra- 
tegic positions fore and aft, 
cheap, offensive stuff. 

Vagabonds, doing a return date 
here, are from radio. Polished vocal 
quartet uses a guitar as accompa- 
niment and works with two mikes. 
Boys tee off well with “It’s a Good 
Day,” follow with “Peg o’ My Heart” 
for solid applause then score with 
“Across Alley from Alamo” done in 
faster tempo. Close with a neat ar- 
rangement of “That’s My Desire.” 
It’s a class harmony group. 

Russ, Mack & Page, only ofay turn 
on the bill, comprise two gals attired 
in short yellow skirts and blouses 
plus a lone male. Fermmes open with 
some rapid forward and backward 
somersaults. Follow with a hand-to- 
hand balancing routine with the male 
as an understander done in slow- 
motion. Tumbling group closes with 
more somersaults for nice reception. 

Gravel-voiced “Rochester,” in clos- 


| ing spot along with Kitty Murray, is 


off and on stage for a tedious 35 
minutes, Stocky, strawhatted co- 
median croons an unimpressive “It 
Takes Time” and follows with a 
clumsy bit of hoofing. He then 
switches to the time-worn cracks 
about Jack Benny’s “cheapness” with 
trite anecdotes about Fred Allen 
and Phil Harris thrown in. At this 
point Kitty Murray arrives to relieve 
the monotony by warbling “Chew, 
Chew Your Bubble Gum” in her 
familiar, deadpan style. Wearing a 
blue gown and a Hedda Hopper hat, 
the hefty Miss Murray then becomes 
a foil for Rochester. He wastes an- 
other 10 minutes in king fun at 
oth amble off 
doing a pseudo-Lindy hop. “Roches- 
ter” has no act and his booking here 
is another example of inadequate 
preparation for a D.a. 


Olympia. Miami 
Miami, Aug. 2. 
Maxine, Arnaut Bros., Lee Davis, 
The Barretts (2), Chesterfields (3), 
a House Orch; “Cheyenne” 
( . 


Smooth-moving lineup installed 
here this week blends enough nov- 
elty and standard to make for 
sprightly audience reaction most of 
the way. 

Lee Davis handles the intro chore 
sage | and effectively. Brings on 
the Barretts to pace proceedings 
with a lively set of ballet-tap styl. 
ings. Boy and girl take solo spots to 
add to effect. 

In his own spot, Davis rackg,up 
good measure of laughs via fresh 
material which includes takeoffs on 
radio commercials and special ma- 
terial bits. Nice looking lad meas- 
ures up for well turned canto. 

The Arnauts, John and Rene, sock 
with standard violin buffoonery and 
the whistling birds romancing. 

Chesterfields, male trio from “This 
Is the Army,” register soundly with 
carefully conceived acro work. 
Smooth, effortless approach to gym- 
nastics, with the trio impressing as 
one of the better acts of its kind to 
play this house. 

Maxine turns in neatly blended se- 





pat and whizzes through the jumps 
and twirls cleanly. Younger male 


and backward double somersault on 
springy, mattress-like contraption, 
as remaining duo twirls jumping 
rope while he skips. 





Orch with Kay DeWitt; “Trouble 
With Women” (Par). 





Well-paced, snappy bill this week | 
is keeping the customers happy at, 
the Capitol. Show is nicely balanced, | 
with enough different ingredients to | 
make a tasty vaude stew. 

Standout on bill for audience ap- | 
proval is Ben Yost’s Vikings, quintet 
of male singers, although payees ex- | 
press enthusiasm for every dish on 
the Capitol table d’hote. Viking | 
troupe leans for appeal on familiar | 











Carl Sands orchestra gives a pre- 


pect from them during medley 
of “Alexander’s Ragtime Band” 
and “Time After Time.’ Just re- 
turned from Texas tour, they are 


novelty here, their last engagement j 


being a Pump Room stanza five | 
years ago. Novel twist has the orch 
playing from pit during Lund’s per- 
formance. Sands also plays the piano, 
and though not in the Cavallaro or 
Henderson class, he yields a great 
deal of enthusiasm, making band 
welcome addition to Oriental stage. 


member of act causes the greatest | 
commotion when he does a forward | 


view of what theatregoers may ex- | 


quence of melodies ranging from 
semi-classic through a hearty “One 
| Brazilian in a Million.” 


| Les Rhode and house orch back 
| Show in usual capable manner. 
Lary. 


Million Dollar, L. A. 
Los Angeles, July 31. 

| Floyd Ray Orch (12); Sugar Chile 

| Robinson, Will Mastin Trio, featur- 

jing Sammy Davis, Jr.; Christy and 

Gould, Mary Louise; “Newshounds” 

(Mono), 





Young Sugar Chile Robinson has 
brushed up on his showmanship some 
since his last date here, and comes 
off as an ace novelty booking. 


It’s | 


Quiz Kid for questions flung by 
Sammy Davis, Jr., that help point up 


| his act 





: Davis the bi 


Despite Robinson's top billing, it’s 
Davis, featured with the Will Mastin 
Trio, who walks off with the current 
bill. Turn, as a unit, is solid, and 
seller. He, too, has 
improved in showmanship since last 
here, and is a top bet for filmvaude 
houses anywhere. In addition to 
sharp terping by trio, Davis gives 
creditable impersonations of w.k. 
name, such as the Ink Spots, Al 
Jolson, Frank Sinatra, Vaughn Mon- 


Allen’s | roe, etc. 


Jivey music and stout backing for 
acts is furnished by Floyd Ray's 
orch, whi, is featured on three 


| numbers, “Blowing the Blues,” “Ava- 


| 


interpreted by | 
| Higginbotham, “Rose” sounds like a 
| concerto. Allen follows with a fair 


accompanying | 








Youngster’s boogie beat and vocals 


including 
Baby,” “Milton’s Boogie” 
aledonia.” 


wrap . four numbers, 
“Bobb ox 
and “* 


_vaude troupe will play a one-nighter | 
in the municipal auditorium here | 
He also serves as | 


lon” and “Taps Miller,” spotlighting 

Al Killian’s trumpet. Drum solo on 

the latter tune comes through best. 
Christy and Gould, knockabout 


of other routines as a change of pace, | Comedy acrobats, please with foolery, 
Higgin- | but 


turning the encore over to 
Gould’s good baritone for straight 
vocaling of “Begin the Beguine” 
doesn’t fit in with act, although well 
done. 

Mary Louise dirges off two num- 
bers, rating most attention on ap- 
pearance. Vocals of “Talk of the 
Town” and “Sunday Kind of Leve” 
are slow paced and dull. She needs 
sharper arrangements. Brog. 





New Acts | 


STANLEY PRAGER 
Comedy 
18 Mins. 
Cafe Society Downtown, N. Y. 
Stanley Prager, a former Broad- 
way press agent who deserted flack- 
ing in favor of legit and pic roles, 
has now branched into the nitery 
field with what impresses to be a 
first rate act. His material, as pre- 
sented on his first cafe date, im- 
presses as being fresh and lively, 
and overshadows his lack of ex- 
perience in that field. 


Comic has a novelty approach with 
patter relating to disappointing film 
roles. His caustic dissertation on 
his Hollywood experience gets lots 
a laughs. He also shows a novel 
tune, “Ode to the Bronx” which 
similarly gets across to the payees. 
Bits on the garment industry and 
a briefie on army experiences are 
also good. 

Prager impresses as having the 
ability to cut a groove in cafe cir- 
cles, but until he gets sufficient ex- 
perience under his belt, he’ll have 
to stick to intime inns and play 
spots where the patronage can pass 
a literacy test. Jose. 








BEVERLY BRUNELL 
Songs 
12 Mins. 
Paddock, Miami Beach 
Pert Beverly Brunell impresses as 
an attractive song personality who 
would go well in the intime rooms. 
Projects pops in a Billie Holliday 
style which garners her attention, 
and handles herself in easy, con- 
fident manner, though working in a 
usually noisy, tough room for femme 
singers. Showed well with torchants 


and the jump tunes. Lary. 
ROSITA* SEGOVIA 
Dance 
8 mins. 
Club 22, Miami Beach 
Rosita Segovia, Spanish import 


playing her first date in the U 
after engagements in Mexico City 
and Havana’s Nacional Casino and 
Jockey Club, impresses as a new 
personality. in the Latin dance field. 

Attractive brunet seems hampered 
by small.stage in this Latins rendeZz- 
vous, but showed plenty in authen- 
tic Spanish interps. Working in 
tight-fitting bullfighters costume, 
with self accompaniment on caste- 
nets, she climaxed the turns with 
whirlwind spins. 

Background as ballerina of Bar- 
celona Opera ballet is evident 
throughout. Lary. 


BLACK-SMITH TRIO 
Instrumental-Vocal 

20 Mins. 

Warwick Hotel, N. Y. 

The Black-Smith Trio, consisting 
of former Fred Waring bandsmen, 
constitute an all-around entertaining 
group, having a repertoire that’s in- 
terestingly arranged with a high de- 
gree of melody as well as a strong 
beat for dance work. With an in- 
strumentation of Russ Black at the 
piano, Jack Smith, amplified guitar, 


| and Paul Morsey, bass, the crew 


comprises a_ versatile aggregation 
that can do the offbeat numbers de- 
signed for listening as well. 

Trio’s arrangements aren’t too 
ornate for lay listening but contain 
enough craftsmenship to interest the 
jazz fans. Group stresses ensemble 
work rather than individual solos. 


Most of their numbers are in the 
pop vein and contain group vocals. 


| They also show special material and, 


at times, a great deal of humor. 
Appear able to hold down a vaude 
spot as well as a niche in cafes. 
Jose. 





Rodeo Troupe In K. C. Date 
Kansas City, Aug. 5. 


The “Queen for a Day” 


next Saturday. 








Poor Demos 


Continued from page 1 — 





develop radio technique for their 
political hopefuls. 

For example, during this Congres. 
sional session at least 100 Repubs 
on Capitol Hill cut regular weekly 
platters for free broadcast on sta- 
tions back home. From “65 to 70 
GOP’ers on the House side and some 
20 Senators aired regular weekly 
stints. The Demons can show nothing 
like this strength in either House. 

What is more, the Republican 
National Committee pays for all the 
platters cut by its members and 
takes an active role in supplying 
them with material, lining up sta- 
tions and generally trying to inter- 
est them in radio. The Democrats 
have no money to pay for their 


| members’ platters and right now are 


making no effort to coordinate any 
radio program for Capitol Hill 
salons. 

Ingle’s Missionary Work 

Enthusiasm of the GOP phalanx 
for radio is largely the work of 
Republican Committee director Ed- 
ward Ingle, formerly with NBC in 
New York. Ingle started lining up 
regular radio stints last January, 
and has gradually added to the list 
of regular platter gabbers on Capitol 
Hill. During the recess, Ingle is 
urging party members to make per- 
sonal appearanqges on their local 
stations wherever possible. 

According to Bob and Helen Coar, 
man-and-wife team who run the 
radio recording galleries on the Hill, 
about 400 Congressional disks are 
cut each week. Bulk of these are not 
done on a regular weekly basis. 
Both Demos and GOP’ers in their 
radio reports strive for a folksy ap- 
proach, steer clear of controversy, 
bolster their own voting records and 
generally work to pull in the votes. 

Ingle says that while he supplies 
material to the GOP members, no 
further pressure is used and each 
politico follows his own radio style. 
Example of the high-pressure radio 
campaign under way by some GOP 
solons is that of neophyte Sen. Harry 
Cain (R., Wash.), whose weekly disk 
is aired on good nighttime ether 
over 22 Washington stations, effec- 
tively blanketing his state. Cain also 
has a five-minute weekly platter 
heard on all stations in the Pacific 
Northwst Network. 

The Demos have made a few ef- 
forts to put a radio man on the 
payroll at committee headquarters, 
but so far the post is vacant. Lack 
of money and inability to find the 
right man are given as reasons. The 
President himself is reported anxi- 
ous to hypo the Demo’s radio cam- 
paign. Old-time Demo politicos are 
urging a big push ether-wise on the 
premise that Jim Farley's maxim 
“No votes are brought in after the 
convention” still holds. 


In the past campaign, from $85,000 
to $100,000 was poured into radio by 
the Demo Committee, in a high- 
speed radio campaign masterminded 
by radio director Bryson Rash. 
(Rash is now back at his old stand 
as director of special events for 
WMAL- ABC, Washington. The 
Republicans, whose funds came in 
too late to be used to best effect, 
spent only $25,000 for radio. This 
time there is every indication the 
GOP’ers will spend well over $100,- 
000 on ether time. with the result 
the penny-poor Demos may be hard 
pressed to keep pace with their well- 
heeled competition. 








Internal Revenue 


Continued from page | jaa 





ditional taxes being mailed to Gold- 
wyn, despite all that has been 
claimed about the bureau getting 
ready to take him into court for non- 
payment of the additional taxes for 
which he was billed. The belief is 
that now, at last, the bureau will 
start getting into the single-picture 
corporations, 

The explanation at Internal Rev- 
enue is that for all of this time the 
bureau’s lawyers have been turning 
up new legal problems and that. only 
in the past 10 days, have they gotten 
things ironed out and in shape to 
proceed. Another claim here is that 
action has been hypoed by the 
change of top personnel in the 
bureau. 

Only recently, Joseph P. Nunan, 
who was Commissioner of Internal 
Revenue, and J. P. Wenchel, who 
was gencral counsel for the agency, 
resigned and set up a law office here 
to practice tax law. They re- 





portedly have some affiliation with 


radio- | the New York firm of Olvaney, Eis- 


ner & Donnelly, which handles tax 
work for some film industry big- 
shots. 
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Inside Stuff—Legit 

John Chapman’s Sunday (3) column in the N. Y. News was devoted to 
an amusing dissertation on the efforts of Mayor O’Dwyer to lure picture- 
-" making from Hollywood to New York. Definitely against such an idea, 
Chapma said: “We might become a city of neurotics. New Yorkers. ... 
might iu time become as screwy as Californians....I put in a long hitch 
covering Hollywood and loved it....but the flattery they dished out un- 
hinged my mind. When I got back to New York I was nuttier than a 
New Orleans praline, and it was a year before the management of my 
paper considered me sane enough to take up the quiet and respectable 
trade of being a drama critic.” 

Bosley Crowther, film reviewer for the N. Y. Times, also discoursed 
upon the suggestion that part of the picture industry be moved from the 
Coast to the metropolis, expressing doubt of such a development in light 
of studio investments in Hollywood. He pointed out that because sev- 
eral location units came to New York for background, if not fullscale 
ghooting, that evidently revived the migration idea among city officials. 
Pictures made in N. Y. with actual Manhattan backgrounds were “The 
Lost Weekend,” “Carnegie Hall,” “The House on 92d Street” and “Miracle 
on 34th Street,” while Mark Hellinger has just finished filming locations 
here for “The Naked City.” Other pix with scenes taken in and near 


New York are “Portrait of Jenny,” “The Kiss of Death” and “Gentleman's | 


Agreement.” ; ; : 
“Lady Maria,” a tryout in which Gertrude Lawrence is currently 


starring at Dennis, Mass., was originally known as “The Pavilion,” when 
{t flopped in England. Central character is Lady Maria Fitzherbert, who 
was married to Prince of Wales, later to become King George IV. The 
marriage was never officially recognized because it was solemnized by a 
Catholic service and the English at that time weree warring with the 
Catholic Church. During the performance Miss Lawrence sings “The 
Lass of Richmond Hill,’ latter town in England being her birthplace. 
Number was written by J. Hook to commemorate the love story of the 
prince and Maria, a British beauty. Script by W. P. Lipscomb was rewrit- 
ten by John Golden, who controls the play, which is a Broadway possibil- 
ity during the new season. Golden was not present for the opening be- 
cause he’s undergoing medical treatments though he’s regularly at his 
ce. 

yr that Miss Lawrence will have the highest guarantee this 
summer in a straight strawhat, when “Maria” plays Marblehead, Mass., 
next week, her contract calling for $4,000 plus 50% of the profits, few if 
any similar deals being known on Broadway. Part of the money will go 
to an American Theatre Wing charity. Reported that the Marblehead 
summer stock spot (high school auditorium) averages $5,000 weekly 
profit. Capacity is 1,000 (scale $3.60 top), which is much larger than 
the average strawhat theatre, where a profit of $1,000 is regarded as big. 





College advancement of the drama is exemplified by the activities of the 
Indiana State Teachers College, Terre Haute, whose theatrical troupe is 
known as the Sycamore Players, otherwise billed as Contemporary The- 
atre 474. 

College group of 35 will come to Broadway for a round of theatre-going 
late this month. An unusual feature of the trip will be attendance to 
“Born Yesterday,” which the students saw last summer. Harold Griswold, 
business manager of the course, sent word that the students enjoyed the 
play so much that a repeat was requested, also another visit back stage 
to chat with the “Born” cast. 

Theatre 474 will also see “Sweethearts,” “Finian’s Rainbow,” “Happy 
Birthday,” “Brigadoon,” “All My Sons,” “Annie Get Your Gun” and 
“Harvey,” tickets for all having been purchased in advance. Party will 
visit Radio City, Dazian’s, Brooks Costume plant, scenic shops and a The- 
atre Guild “Theatre of the Air” broadcast. There will also be a series of 
luncheons, the class to be addressed by speakers identified with show 
business. 





Crowds in front of the 48th Street theatre at every performance of 
‘Harvey” furnish visual indications of the volume of James Stewart 
fans, two policemen being assigned to the front of the house. Film star, 
appearing in the comedy while Frank Fay is temporarily out of the 
cast, likes to give autographs but the number of signature-seekers is so 
large that he usually gets to the theatre an hour ahead of performance 
time to escape the mob. Cops have to do their stuff when escoring Stew- 
art to a taxi after performances. No matinee idol has drawn such demon- 
strations in many seasons. “Harvey” is always sold out in advance these 
days but the lobby is invariably crowded with would be patrons seeking 
possible cancellations. 





“Allegro,” with a cast and chorus of 80, started full rehearsals Mon- 
day (4), first major musical of the new season. With an orchestra of 35 
and stage crew of 40, it will comprise an outfit of over 150. It’s the first 
original musical play on which Richard Rodgers and Oscar Hammerstein, 
2d, have collaborated, their two previous clicks, “Oklahoma” and “Carou- 
sel,” having been adapted from “Green Grow the Lilacs” and “Liliom,” 
respectively. Announced for the cast are John Battles, Kathryn Lee, 
Roberta Jonay, John Conte, Muriel O’Malley, Ray Harrison and Annabelle 
Lyon. Adele Rasey, recently married to Vincent Sardi, Jr., is slated for 
the show. 





Owners of New York’s Belasco theatre state that there have been no 
offers received to buy the house, adding the reports that Billy Rose had 
made a bid were erroneous. Only thing they knew about that idea was 
printed in the dailies. 

Max J. Jelin, the present tenant, whose lease on the Belasco expires 
next month, will not be given an extension unless he posts a “large” sum 
as advance rent, the owners state. Last season there was a series of court 
squabbles between Jelin and the landlords until “Burlesque” opened at 
the house, revival registering sizable grosses until hot weather set in. 





Lambs held its annual outing, or “wash,” Sunday (3) at the Percy 
Williams Home for aged actors, Islip, L. I, 140 members of the club at- 
tending. There were so many prizes for contests and events that nobody 
escaped getting something. Three prizes were awarded in each of the 18 
contests, plus 30 for unclassified stunts. Participants on the winning base- 
ball team and tug-o’-war were given bottles of wine, sans vintage. The 
guy who had a turkey thrust upon him was about the most surprised 
fellow in the annual outdoor get-together. 





Harry (“I tinka you touch”) Burns, dialect comic who last appeared 
with Olsen and Johnson in “Laffing Room Only,” has been lixjng in South 
Ozone Park, L. I., where he’s been telling neighbors of his part in “It 
Happened in Brooklyn” (M-G), the Jimmy Durante-Frank Sinatra pic- 
ture. Although he worked in the film for several weeks, most of the 
footage Burns was in went onto the cutting-room floor. When “Brooklyn” 
appeared in his neighborhood, his participation was so small that he felt 
Safer in scooting out of the burg until the pic moved on. 





Increases in Dramatists Guild dues have been voted, new annual pay- 
ment being $20 as against $10, for regular members and $16 for associates. 
Those with straight plays will also pay $10 weekly instead of $5 on 
grosses up to $9,000, assessment going to $30 if the gross is $15,000 or 
more. Musicals call for graduated increases, too, from score, lyric and 
bookwriters. 





Charles Robinson, who with Kenyon Nicholson wrote “Sailor Beware,” 
a Broadway click in 1933, collabed with his brother Michael in scripting 
“Profile,” being given a strawhat tryout. Faye Emerson (Mrs. Elliott 
Roosevelt) is in the drama, which deals with a’ Russian who, after com- 
ing to America, renounces Communism. Robinson, incidentally, was 
stricken with rheumatic fever during the spring one leg being afflicted. 
but he’s fully recovered. 


Buys ‘Lisbon’ Story 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 

John Austin, of the local Rodgers 
and Hammerstein office, has ac- 
quired the American rights to the 
British legiter, “The Lisbon Story.” 
Play ran for a year and a half in 
London during the war. 

Austin is weighing prospects of 
an American production against pos- 
sibility of reselling rights. 


Fancy May Offset 





Bway Red Via 





Amateur Rights’ 


| Plays on Broadway which end in | 
the red sometimes eventually bal- | 


lance the books by showing a sub- 


| stantial profit through picture-rights 
|}money, but it’s unusual for such 
attractions to climb on the right side 
of the ledger through revenue from 
amateur rights. Such an instance 
may be “A Young Man’s Fancy,” 
which is running through the sum- 
mer although not yet having shown 
an operation profit. 

Bids for the amateur rights were 
made when “Fancy” was tried out 
in a strawhat last year, several 
play agents having madé the bid, 
one of which has now contracted 
for the play. Possibilities for am 


sending out 25,000 circulars in an- 
ticipation that a record number of 
schools will use “Fancy.” While 
other current plays have been con- 
tracted for amateur showings, in- 
cluding “State of the Union” and 
“John Loves Mary,” none have the 
potential demand by school depart- 
ments as has ‘“Fancy,” which is 
localled in a kid’s summer camp. 
Last season “Christopher Blake” 
didn’t get back its high production 
cost by a wide margin, but the film- 
rights money is understood to have 
netted a considerable overall profit. 
There have been pie bids for “Fancy,” 
although the authors put a price 
of $150,000 to one inquiring studio. 
Claimed that the comedy is being 
translated into Chinese and Japanese 
at the behest of the State Dept., with 
the idea of showing children over 
there how juniors react over here. 


DOLIN COMBO TO OPEN 
3-WEEK MEX SEASON 


Idea of dancer Anton Dolin—that 
of combining a small traveling 
group of name ballet dancers with 
local corps de ballet talent, to cut 
down on travel expenses as well as 
build business through the local an- 
gle—will have its first practical 
demonstration this month in Mexico 
City. The Markova-Dolin Ensem- 
ble of 12 people, plus its musical di- 
rector, Robert Zeller, will leave 
N. Y., Aug. 20, for Mexico City, for 
a five-week dance season at the 
Bellas Artes starting Aug. 25. Group 
will combine with the resident Bal- 
let de la Ciudad de Mexico, company 
of 40, for the stay. 

Dolin has a similar arrangement 
for the coming season with a resi- 
dent San Francisco dance group, 
and is dickering with local organiza- 
tions in Rochester, Baltimore, Pitts- 
burgh, Toronto and elsewhere. The 
Markova-Dolin group is dancing at 
N. Y.’s Lewisohn Stadium tonight 
(Wed.) and tomorrow, and has an 
engagement at Chicago’s Ravinia 
Park before leaving for Mexico. 

Dolin has been artistic director of 
the Mexican ballet company for the 
past year, in addition to his other 
activities.’ While in Mexico, he 
plans to world-preem three ballets 
which the Markova-Dolin Ensemble 
will do on its U. S. tour which starts 
in October. These are “Lady of the 
Camellias,” with Dolin’s choreog- 
raphy; “Henry VIII,” done by 
Rosella Hightower, and “La Peri,” 
scripted by Vincenzo Celli. 

Alicia Markova and Dolin will be 
starred with the combined dance 
| troupes for the Mexico City engage- 
ment, with Bettina Rosay and Oleg 
Tupine as featured dancers. 








Albany’s Arts Institute 
Albany, Aug. 5. 
The Board of Regents has granted 
a provisional charter to the Institute 
of Opera and Dramatic Arts of Al- 
|bany, organized to provide instruc- 
| tion in drama, opera and other forms 
of art for public and private pro- 


duction. 


teachers are incorporators of the In- 
stitute. 





royalties appear exceptional, broker | 


A group of leading Albany school | 


Managers Proposal on Segregation 
Compromise Turned Down by Equity 


4 





‘Strike’ Disclaimed 


An exaggerated rumor of an 
| intention to strike by Equity 
|. against the managers (League of 

New York Theaires) arose early 
, this week but brought a dis- 
| claimer from actors association. 
| Equity, in compliance with the 
Taft-Hartley act, advised the 
Conciliation Service of the De- 
partment of Labor that its con- 
tract with the managers would 
expire within 60 days. A form 
| reply to Equity and the League 





| was sent from Washington to the 
| effect that it was hoped that a 
new agreement would be set. 

There are current negotiations 
between the factions for an ex- 
tension of the basic pact, and no 
contractual grievances, if any, 
have been crystalized. 





{ 


Chorus Unit In 
Mgr. Pay Talks 


Heretofore Equity was first in de- 
manding concessions from the man- 
agers with its chorus branch follow- 
ing, but it was Chorus Equity which 
| initiated negotiations for pay _ in- 
creases at last week’s meeting with 
a committee of showmen., It is as- 
sumed that Equity will follow suit in 
seeking a raise in minimums. Session 
was to have included the actors’ de- 
mands, too, but it was decided to 
concentrate on the ensemble people. 
Equity and its chorus branch tech- 
nically constitute one union, but 
there are separate basic contracts for 
no clear reason. 

Chorus committee presented a 
schedule of 15 points which, with 
subdivisions, made a total of 30 
sought for revisions. Managers made 
no commitments but several among 
the younger, active producers bluntly 
told the negotiators that while some 
revisions seemed reasonable others 
were not. One point that was un- 
usual was that present members of 
the union be given first chance 
when ensembles are engaged, al- 
though all new chorines are re- 
quired to join the chorus unit. It 
indicated that the chorus people fear 
fewer new musicals during the com- 
ing season. 

Among the demands is an increase 
in rehearsal pay to $35 (it’s $25 for 
actors and chorus), also a boost to 
$75 weekly minimum, with $80 on 
the read, both figures topping the 
lowest rate for actors, but most en- 
semble people get more than the 
present minimum of $50-$60. Pay is 
expected for publicity pictures. 
Girls and boys in the chorus want 
one-eighth of a week’s pay for pic- 
tures and don't want to be called for 
more than a four-hour camera ses- 
sion. For records, pictures and tele- 
vision they want a week’s pay for 
each day employed in such acti- 
vities, 


Equity ‘Adopts’ Proctor 
To P.A. Segregation Issue 


Alfred Harding, who edits 
Equity’s magazine, has been issuing 
press releases for the actor’s union 
for years but James Proctor, a 
legit show publicist, has been re- 
tained to handle announcements such 
as those sent out this week about the 
squabble over Negro segregation in 
Washington between the actors and 
managers. 

Proctor said he was not permanent- 
ly engaged by Equity but was re- 
quested to serve pending a settle- 
ment of the factions’ differences. 
Harding revealed he had been re- 
lieved of the press contact duties 
because of the pressure of other as- 
signments. 











Legit, Pic Versions 
For Preston Play 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 
Martin Mooney and Roger Rogers 


Jack Preston, and formed a company 
to present it in stage and screen 
versions. 

Legit version, to be directed by 
Eugene Bryden, will open in De- 
'troit before moving to Broadway. 
! Marshall Edson will be in charge of 
the screen production. Deal is un- 
| der negotiation for a major release 
| outlet. 











bought “The Bridge,” a play by | 


¢ In the negotiation huddle between 


the managers and actors for revision 
of the basic agreement, League of 
New York Theatre reps have pointed 
up to Equity that, while they were 
in sympathy with the desire to elim- 
inate Negro segregation among audi- 
ences at the National, Washington, 
it was a mistake for the actors 
union to have adopted a resolution 
that unless such a stipulation is in- 
serted in the working agreement 
their members would not be allowed 
to play the house. 

| Managers averred that move might 
eliminate between 700 and 800 work- 
weeks annually. They offered active 
participation with actors, dramatists, 
|other stage groups and local organi- 
| zations to solve the problem by de- 
manding corrective legislation in the 
capital, where there are no laws 
barring Negroes, who, however, are 
excluded from some activities as a 
matter of custom. 





A special meeting of Equity’s 
council was held Monday (4), the 
result being a_ rejection of the 


League’s proposal, “both because of 
the nature of the proposal and be- 
cause of the premises on which it 
is based.” It’s possible the negotia- 
tions to extend the basic contract 
will be stalemated indefinitely as the 
actors and managers both stand on 
their diverse points of view, but the 
situation may be clarified during the 
week. There is another negotiation 
| session scheduled for next Monday 
(11). 

Actors want the segregation ban 
inserted in the pact, while the man- 
agers don’t want to signature such a 
stipulation, which would be effective 
Aug. 1, 1948. 

Hopkins Questions Equity 

Considerable controvery has been 
aroused, incidentally, by Arthur 
Hopkins’ Sunday, N. Y., Times 
article in which he posed a string 
of questions to actors, whose right 
to dictate segregation, he doubts. 
Hopkins asks: .“Are you going to 
step beyond the curtain line and tell 
the audiences how they are to feel 
and act? Are we to disown them 
because they have fears and preju- 
dices from which we are free? Who 
put us in the seat of judgment? Do 
they want to know how we feel 
about race prejudice? Let them look 
at our casts. What better service 
can we give the cause of tolerance 
than to make constantly public, 
wherever possible, the ease of dig- 
nity with which we mix. This is 
race mixture in true demonstra- 
ee od 

Equity is expected to reply to 
Hopkins in next Sunday’s Times. 


‘DR. ANGELUS’ CLICKS IN 
LONDON; ‘WIVES’ WEAK 


London, Aug. 5. 

“Dr. Angelus,” a new thriller by 
James Bridie, got splendid reception 
at the Phoenix, opening July 30. 
Deals with an unbalanced Scottish 
doctor who poisons first his mother- 
in-law, then his wife. Alastair Sim 
made a hit in the title role, and 
play should prove a winner. 

“My Wives and I,” farcical com- 
edy by Member of Parliament Ed- 
ward Percy, at the Strand July 31, 
got short shrift from the critics, with 
audience calling “Rubbish” from gal- 
lery at curtain fall. Plot concerns 
peep into future when marriage law 
passed enables man to have two 
wives, and consequent complications. 
It’s possible film material, but it’s 
unlikely to succeed despite amusing 
lines and situations, due to adverse 
criticism. 


Garfield Back to Legit 


In Williams’ ‘Streetcar’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 

John Garfield returns to the 
Broadway stage for the first time in 
seven years to play the male lead in 
|the new Tennessee Williams play, 
|\“A Streetcar Named Desire,” to be 
produced by Irene Selznick. Re- 
hearsals start Oct. 6. 

Garfield’s last appearance on 
'Broadway was in “Heavenly Ex- 
press” in 1940. 




















| Fordham’s Faustus Legend 
Fordham University Theatre, N. Y., 
|iS presenting the American preem 
\of Dorothy L. Sayers’ modernized 
iversion of the Faustus legend, “The 
|Devil to Pay,” Aug. 7-8-9. as part 
‘of its summer drama festival. 

| Festival opened Friday (1) with 
,“Aaron Slick from Punkin Crick,” 
for a three-day run. Festival will 
‘close with “The Two Shepherds” 
Aug. 14-15-16. 
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English Strawhat Does Fast Fold 


In Mexico City 


Despite Pro Setup 





Mexico City, Aug. 5. ¢ 

Strawhat venture of the Summer 
Theatre of the Mexico City College, 
affiliate of the American School, 
Mexico's leading foreign educational 
center, has flopped fast, despite pro- 
fessional staging, direction, acting 
and presentation. 


Theatre looked to do well with 
“Joan of Lorraine,” but, as the an- 
nouncement of cancelling the ven- 
ture said, “because of the lack of 
encouraging response from the pub- 
lic, the Summer Theatre of Mexico 
City College has been discontinued.” 

Seems there’s just not enough pub- 
lic here to support plays in English 
There are only about 3,000 Ameri- 
cans residents in this town of some 
3,000,000, and all the British don’t 
top 600. English-speaking Mexicans 
are reported to number 50,000. That 
looks to be a good public for plays 
in English, as it should represent a 
fair sized town in the U. S. 

But these folk prefer pix, which 
they figure give them more for their 
money. Producers ot the American 
theatre that had to suspend after six 
of its skedded 11 weeks at the Tea- 
tro Iris here last winter greatly 
overestimated the boxoffice of the 
local public for stage presentations 
in English. 


NO. OF STRAWHATS STILL 
OPERATING A SURPRISE 


Business is reported just so-so in 
many strawhats, so the number of 
stocks still operating is surprising to 
those who expected wholesale clos- 
ings among the 123 Equity-registered 
summer outfits there having been 
only half a dozen foldings up to 
early this week. Principal casual- 
ties were among the open-air oper- 
etta projects. A number of strawhats 
have drama courses, and as the barn- 
yard impresarios received tuition 
fees in advance, such funds prob- 
ably will more than make up for 
possible operating. red. 

Most of the strawhats. are in the 
last four weeks of the season, which 
usually finales by Labor Day. How- 
ever, a number have scheduled 
shows beyond that date this season. 








§ Palmerton Switches Signals | 
Worcester, Aug. 5. . 

Guy Palmerton changed signals 
this week and brought “The Ghost 
Train” from his Whalom Park the- 
atre in Fitchburg, to the Worces- 
ter Playhouse. Originally, “The Lit- 
tle Accident” was inked in for Wor- 
cester. 

Arthur Treacher, however, who 
guested in Whalom production, will 
not be with the Palmerton Players 
here. He went on to Boston for an- 
other engagement. 

Miriam Hopkins moves into 
Whalom this week with “There’s Al- 
ways Juliet.” Advance sale indicates 
she may top current record set by 
ZaSu Pitts. 

Palmerton is concentrating his 
his guests at Whalom resort in pref- 
erence to Worcester after Gloria 
Swanson failed to draw as well as 
expected here. 





Another By Williams 
Windham, N. H., Aug. 5. 
New play, “A Portrait Of a 
Madonna” by Tennessee Williams, 
debuts here at the Windham Play- 
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house Aug. 13. Featured role will 
be taken by Moyna MacGill, British 
film and legit actress now under con- 
tract to Metro. 

Productions at Windham are under 
direction of Elizabeth Kimball. 





Chapel’s Liszt Tryout 
Guilford, Conn., Aug. 5. 

Lewis Harmon’s Chapel Playhouse 
will try out a new one for the week 
of Aug. 18. It’s a musical based on 
the life of Liszt. Titled “Once Upon 
A Holiday,” book is by 
Champlain; music by Walter Hendl; 
lyrics by Ethel Jacobson. Leads. will 
be played by Norman Mackay, as 
Liszt, and Ruth Walton. 

House has done okay on biz up to 
the halfway mark, total gross ap- 
proximating that of a year ago. 





Strawhat Jottings 
Frederic Tozere and E. J. Ballan- 
tine supporting Luise Rainer in 
“Joan of Lorraine,” slated for Bucks 


starting next Monday (11)...Cornel 
Wilde and his wife, Patricia Knight, 
arrive at Cape Playhouse, Dennis, 
Mass., Aug. 20, where both will ap- 


off Sept. 1...Ralph Jason’s “People 
Are Running” being tested this week 


Robert | 


County Playhouse, New Hope, Pa.. | 


for one week starting Aug. 11. Com- 
ing Aug. 18 is Edward Everett 
Horton in “Springtime for Henry.” 
... "A Family Affair” being presented 
by Palmerton at the Playhouse, 
Worcester, for a week starting Aug. 
12... “Personal Appearance” will be 
next week’s offering at Bass Rocks, 
Gloucester, Mass... . With Diana 
Barrymore in ‘the leading role, 
“Philadelphia Story” opens a week’s 
run at Westchester Playhouse, 
Mount Kisco, N. Y., Aug. ll... 
Edith Atwater and Philip Ober in 
“State of the Union,” with the 
resident Berkshire Playhouse Com- 
pany, Stockbridge, Mass. this week 
|. . « Michael Sivy featured in Wood- 
‘stock, N. Y., Playhouse presentation 
of “The Hasty Heart” this Week... 
“The Male Animal” current at 
Malden Bridge, N. Y., Playhouse. 
With Miriam Hopkins the magnet 
| in “There's Always Juliet,” Spa 
| theatre, Saratoga Springs, N.Y. 
garnered an estimated gross in 
excess of $5,000 in eight perform- 
ances closing Sunday (3)... “The 
Shape of Things,” new musical 
|revue, held over for second week 
iat John Drew theatre, Easthampton, 
iL. I.... Tryout of “Pink String and 
‘Sealing Wax” at s:me strawhat has 
| been moved back to week of Aug. 
| ZaSu Pitts has lead in “The Late 
Christopher Bean” at McCarter the- 
atre, Princeton, N. J., next week.... 
Conrad Nagel and Lynn Merrick 
Starring in “Petrified Forest” at 





pear in “Arms and the Man” teeing | Roosevelt theatre, Beacon, N. Y., 


week of Aug. 11... . Ruth Chatter- 
ton set for “Little Foxes” next week 





at Hayloft theatre, Guthsville, Pa... 
Ben Jonson’s “Volpone” opens at! 
University Playhouse, Mashpee, | 
Mass,. next Monday (11)...Conrad |} 
Smith, whose new comedy, “Trial | 
Honeymoon” is doing a return en- |} 
gagement at Greenbush summer 
theatre, Blauvelt, N. Y., this week, 
will have psychological murder 
play, “Quicksand,” tested at same 
spot next week starting Tuesday 
(12) “Theatre In The Sky,” 
Waynesville, N. C., doing stage ver- 
sion of James Hilton’s “Lost Hori- 
zon” this week...William Eythe co- 
stars with Edith King in “Glass Men- 
agerie” starting Monday (11) at 
South Players, Cohasset, Mass... 
Miriam Hopkins inked by same 
strawhat for “There’s Always Juliet,” 
its season finale, week of Aug. 25... 
Betty Luster, N. Y. legit and nitery 
dancer, playing straight roles with 
Main Line Light Opera Co., Berwyn, 
Pa., this summer, while also staging 
dances for group’s musicals... 
Hedgerow theatre, Moylan, Pa., has 
slated “The Great Big Doorstep,” 
adapted from the E. P. O’Donnell 
novel, as its offering for week of 
Aug. 13...Philip Ober and Edith 
Atwater handling lead roles in 
“State of the Union” at Berkshire 


week. .“Home of the Brave” cur- 
rent bill at Cragsmoor, N. Y., theatre 
...Jerry Strong, WEAM, Washing- 
ton, D. C., disk jockey, starred in 
“Outward Bound” at Bethesda, Md.., 
Playhouse last week Excerpts 
from “Oklahoma!,” with members of 
Broadway company, including 
Mary Hatcher, Bob Lyons and Jimmy 
Parnell, among others, performed at 
White Roe theatre, Livingston 
Manor, N. Y. Sunday (3)...Stephen 
Elliott and Isabel Bonner have leads 
in “Anna Christie,” with Joseph 
Kramm directing, at Sayville, L. L, 
Playhouse week of Aug. 12...“Love 
from a Stranger” opens tonight 
(Wed.) at Hampton Playhouse, 
Bridgehampton, L. I....Bonnie Crea- 
ger stars in “Dream Girl” this week 
at Riverside theatre, Bridgeton, Me. 
... Keene, N. H., strawhat reports its 
business a good 20% ahead of last 
year. 

Tamarack Playhouse, Lake Pleas- 
ant, N. Y., doing Margaret Hill’s new 
comedy, “My Only Love,” Aug. 15, 
16 and 17. 

Guy Palmerton does “Dream 
Girl,” with Grace Carney, at Lake 
Whalom Playhouse, Fitchburg, Mass., 





I Remember Mama 
(LEGIT FOLLOW-UP) 


San Francisco, Aug. 5. 

Charlotte Greenwood leaves “So 
Long Letty” far behind in “I Remem- 
ber Mama.” She hits hard with a 
trenchant role. Her portrayal of 
Mama, originated in N. Y. by Mady 
Christians, brought her first-night 
kudos last week at the Geary theatre 
in the production by Russell Lewis 
and Harold Young, which, though 
devoid of turntable effects used in 


effect and excellent 
sponse. 

Role of Uncle Chris, by Kurt 

Katch, is another high point of play, 
with superb support by Jean Ruth, 
Ruth Lee, Grandon Rhodes, Raymond 
Roe, Elenore Lawson and Mark 
Gale. 
First five days’ business in top 
bracket, and advance sale for six- 
week stay is good. Road : 1g 
should be a click. Ted. 





Playhouse, Stockbridge;Mass., this | 


New York, moves along with good | 
audience re- | 


at Bar Harbor, Me., Playhouse. . . 

“Personal Appearance” with Sheila 
Bromley next week’s bill at New- 
port, R. I., Casino theatre . . . Some 
25 patients of Mt. McGregor veter- 
ans’ rest home hosted Sunday (3) by 
John Huntingion’s Spa theatre, Sara- 
toga Springs, N. Y. ... Wellesley, 
Mass., summer theatre racked up 
season’s attendance record Saturday 
(2) when’ Joyce Van Patten in 
“Dear Ruth” drew 1,041 patrons.... 
Jessie Royce Landis stars in ‘‘Papa Is 
All” at Westport, Conn., Country 
Playhouse next Monday (11). ... 

Westboro, Mass., Red Barn straw- 
hatter comes up with another new 
production this week, Zoe Schiller’s 
“An Expensive Wench.” 

Comedian Pat Harrington in sup- 
port of Paul Muni in “Counsellor- 
at-Law,” his first strawhat date this 
summer, at Marblehead, Mass... 
Gloria Stroock playing ingenue lead 
in the new strawhat, “Age of Mira- 
cles” this week; her sister, Geraldine 
Brooks, Warner contractee, similarly 
appearing in “Dark of The Moon” 
at Laguna Beach, Cal. 


Stock Tryout 

















Hi-Ho Figaro 


Theatre production of comedy in 
three acts by William Whiting. Directed 
by Whitine: setting, Clem Wachner. At 
Provincetown Play ees: Ye ¥., Awe. 2 "SF. 


Actors 


Ue CN 5. o.cndaceieenteds Joe Miranne 
gs Ee Sere SPE ee rg oe Lou Sanman 
MOGIOG 6 ions cn06s0eges chee Jane Mabbott 


ee MAMMMCOND sc iceeiceisases Barbara. Cole 
The Princess Pauline..Edwina Middlebrook 


ee PT ere rye Jim Noble 
Count Almaviva .....ese00- Bernard Barrow 
NE 0-05.00 644.0000 06 b Ces EOS Victor Barrocal 
GUE Seadcitebccuens COCoec cesses Dick Weldon 
SD -64%3.64.45-0004 VOR dR TES SS> Pat Fitzgerald 
WOO MOUEEAD nos ioe 0 ee ecko bbc e es Leo Daviau 





“Hi-Ho Figaro,” presented in this 
Greenwich Village, N. Y., playhouse 
by an energetic group of young 
stagefolk organized into the Actors 
Theatre, is one of those midsummer 
stock entries with the dramatic and 
intellectual substance of a hotfudge 
sundae. In its writing, staging and 
thesping, the piece, which never 
achieves the status of a play, is a 
transparent kindergarten romp, 
frolicsome but humorless. 


Nominally, tne play isa farce 
comedy, Based on the venerable plot 
devices of mistaken identities and 
multiple love triangles, the story has 
been rewritten by playwright Wil- 
liam Whiting in a deliberately in- 
congruous style of fancy Renaissance 
rhetoric varied by plain street slang. 
Difficult to negotiate under the best 
circumstances, the mixture here 
completely fails to jell. Adding vine- 
gar to this compote are the antics 
of one character, who is commis- 
sloned to make comments on the 
course of the play's action in the 
manner of a lowercase Milton Berle. 


despite the general tide are Jim 
Noble, in the central role of the 
barber, Figaro, who is in love with 
a princess; Edwina Middlebrook, the 
princess’ aunt, who wants her to 





|}marry a rich nobleman; and Leo 
Deviau, a rich old count with an 
eye for the ladies. Herm. 


| es Ne 


| Shows in Rehearsal 


“Allegro”—Theatre Guild. 
| “The Stars Weep”—Louis Schon- 
ceit. 

“We Love a Lassie”—Shuberts. 





Turning in pleasant performances | 





Plays Out of Town 


Galileo 
Hollywood, July 31. 


T. Edward Hambleton production (under 
Pelican Productions banner) of two-act play 
with music (18 scenes) by Bertolt Brecht, 
English adaptation by Charles Laughton. 
Stars Charles Laughton. Staged by Joseph 
Losey; settings and costumes, Robert Davie 
son; choreography, Lotte Goslar; music, 
Hanns Eisler; lyrics adapted by Albert 
Brush. At Coronet theatre, Hollywood, 
July 30, '47. $3.60 top. 

{Burton Karsin 


Singers ...cccereve +» | Albert Reid 


{James Adkins 
Curtain Boy ...ccccesriovses Donald Pietro 
Gablled c.cccccesccccceseos Charles Laughton 
Andrea, the Boy e-csecssssuce Ray Malkin 
Mrs. Sarti ....ervcccccegs Eda Reiss Merin 
Ludovico Marsali .....+-- Herbert Anderson 
Privld cc cccoccsevtdcocsderseseosees Ken Jones 
SagredoO ...cscccccccvess Kenneth Patterson 
Virginia ...-ccceseccerseces Frances Heflin 
FederZoni ...ccccccccccesseres David Clarke 
Old Cardinal .....escccccscece> Peter Brocco 
Christopher Clavius ..sseeess: Nick Volpe 
Little Monk Sr 
Cardinal Bellarmin ...++.-- Stephen Brown 
Cardinal Barberini .......:. ...-Hugo Haas 
Cardinal Inquisitor ...... William Cottrell 
Andrea the Man ...cecerres William Phipps 
The Informer .....csccceceecs Peter Brocco 
The Ballad Singer.......... Stephen Brown 





There is a symbolic bit of business 
in the final scene of Bertolt Brecht’s 
new play. Galileo, investigating the 
laws of motion, rolls a small metal 
ball down an incline and measures 
its ability to roll up the other side 


of the u-shaped chute. The ball 
doesn’t quite make the grade. 
Neither, unfortunately, does the 
script, 

In the 17th century  scientist’s 
battle with the church, there is ma- 
terial for forceful drama. But 
“Galileo,” in its present form, is 
ponderous rather than powerful. 


There are fleeting moments that are 
exciting, but the peak level is not 
sustained and the overall impression 
is one of dullness. 

The script traces Galileo’s career 
from 1609, when he lightly appro- 
priates the telescope conceived by a 
Dutch inventor, to 1637 when, as a 
prisoner of the Inquisition, he 
smuggles his discourses out with a 
former protege. Lengthy interim 
scenes deal with his work, the an- 
tagonism of the church, and the 
Inquisition which forces him to re- 
cant his theories under threat of 
torture, 

The parallel between his battle 
and that of more modern physicists 
against other forms of authority is 
compellingly drawn by implication 
only. Only once is the message 
literally pounded home, in an ap- 
peal for reason and free interchange 
of new scientific discoveries. 

Returning to the stage after 15 
years, Charles Laughton dominates 
the production with a simple and 
sincere portrayal of Galileo. Despite 
the demands of the script, which 
keep him on stage almost continu- 
ously, he overcame definite traces of 
opening-night nervousness to score 
a personal triumph. 

The supporting cast has little to 
do. This is, by and large, a one-man 
script. But Hugo Haas effectively 
handles the role of the sympathetic 
cardinal who later becomes Pope; 
Frances Heflin registers the proper 
amount of devoutness and filial love 
as Galileo’s daughter; Peter Brocco 
scores in two roles, one an exacting 
bit as a doddering cardinal: and Wil- 
liam Cottrell brings enough menace 
to his role as the Cardinal Inquisi- 
tor. 

Production by T. Edward Hamble- 
ton generates more interest than the 
script itself. Authentic slides, proj- 
ected from the flies, enhance the 
single striking set, and a boy trio, 
used like a Greek chorus, charm- 
ingly introduces each scene. An- 
other moppet is used as a curtain 
boy. Costumes, music and lyrics all 
lend an air of 17th century authen- 
ticity, despite the rather dubious 
choreography of a market place 
scene that would be better elimi- 
nated. 

“Galileo” undoubtedly will create 
a controversy. Its handling of the 
Church will probably bring some 
form of criticism. Its method of 
presentation will start artistic de- 
bates. The script itself may well be 
hailed by the intelligentsia as great 
theatre. 

Actually, it is a somewhat inter- 
esting treatment of an intriguing 
theme, but the script itself is too 
heavy to be digested easily by the 
majority of ticketbuyers. Slated for 
Broadway after its local run, the 
financial success of “Galileo” rests 
entirely upon the shoulders of 
Laughton. He, not the play, will be 
the draw. .« 

Censidering its first production, 
“The Skin of Our Teeth,” and the 
current offering, Pelican Produc- 
tions, under whose banner “Galileo” 
is getting its world premiere, might 
well change its name to Provocative 
Productions. Kap. 


Kitchen Privileges 
Los Angeles, Aug. 1. 


Westwood Players production of comedy 


in three acis (four scenes) by Dwight 
Butcher. Directed by Al Sears: setting, 
Alice Guercio. Opened at Westwood Vil- 


lage Playhouse, Los Angeles, July 81, ’47; 
$1.50 top. 


et NE” 5c cd asseeene we Cheerio Meredith 
a WO cc ca¥estccercs John Arthurs 
Mort Fete eee eeeeeseseseesecess Frank Clar} 
\ ANCE ....ceeseee 90b0000606be5 John Bishop 
Larraine TeEUEETTTETETT Ta MackKar 
Mickey Andrews ..ccccvccccccs Jack Dl 
Emeline LaRue ......-...0.. Nancy Conove 





Rooms with “Kitchen Privileges” 
are hard to come by nowadays, but 


~s =. anne worth 
om what could be an interestj 
background, it has very little to oftes 

Story is set in a Hollywood board. 

& house whose owner, Miss Snider 
is at least, eccentric. Her roomerg 
include a horse-player, a has-been 
film director and a man of all work 
Newcomers, on whom the story is 
based, are Vance and Lorraine, who 
give up wedded bliss and uncertainty 
on a Texas chicken ranch to come to 
Hollywood to get Vance into films 
through his former showbiz connec. 
es 

ith the aid of the director, 
goes Hollywood and Eaerain> tnt 
a walk. At the curtain, after taking 
up with a blonde ex-bank robber. he 
discovers what a dope he is. That’s 
about two hours after the audience 
discovered the same thing. 

_Apart from lack of laughs, script is 
distinguished by the unanswered 
problem of the blonde bandit, the 
mystery being ihow she was found 
not guilty after confessing she stole 
$2,000 to finance her boyfriend's law 
Studies. — 

Direction by Al Sears is spotty and 
cast walks listlessly through the 
three acts. Kap. 


Plays Abroad 


Spanish Inciden 
London, July 2. 


Envoy Productions presentation (in asso- 
ciation with Arts Council) of play in three 
acts (six scenes) by Henry Marshall. Di- 
rected by Oliver Gordon. At Embassy, Lone 
don, July 1, ‘47. 


taking. Apart 








Lt. Colonel Freeman..,....Wyndham Goldie 
Patrick O’Hara.........+.+...Shamus Locke 
Bill Wheeler.........esee00+..Neville Mapp 
MEE: MOCITOLE » s:0-0% 0 b's 0.02 84% 94 John McLaren 
PrOertet: ‘TrOVOl. 6050566503600 cr’ Eileen Peel 
CGN SEOPONs F150 Kedeeeseres George Curzon 
Louise Trevor.....eee++.+++++-Diana Barton 
Maria Navarre,...............Diana King 
BONE KPIBTING. 6s 86céeeess Barbara Maddock 
Matadan..s..cosessccoissccts. Milo Sperter 


ee ee ray Cae ..Roy Dingwall 





Another of those secret service 
plots which suits so much better on 
the screen, backed by realistic, oft- 
changing backgrounds. 

This one opens and closes at the 
War Office, London, with a trio of 
special agents being roped in for 
just one more job, “Operation 
Enemy.” Irish, Canadian and Eng- 
lish—one of whom is known at head- 
quarters to be a traitor, but not 
which one—are sent to Spain to 
track down and bring back alive 
Nazi No. 2 on the War Crimes List 
for trial. She is a mysterious woman 
of whom there is no description, no 


picture, just a faded gramophone 
voice. 

Two of the men go to an 
Englishman’s home in Santander, 


ostensibly to study the canning trade. 
The third arrives posing as a travel- 
ing salesman. A bewildering series 
ef adventures follows. There are 
strange females as part of the house- 
hold; ige host is really indulging 
in illicit contraband traffic with 
South America; a strange visitor ar- 
rives and is promptly shot; there is 
much pistol shooting and_ knife 
skirmishing before the elusive lady 
is unmasked and taken prisoner. 

Back in England the three are 
confronted by their chief who says 
he knows the identity of the rene- 
gade. The phoney dictaphone record- 
ing is about to be put on disclosing 
the voice, when the Irishman “accl- 
dentally” breaks it, betraying him- 
self. Thus “Operation Enemy” is 
complete. 

Makes for exciting entertainment, 
but leaves the impression if British 
Intelligence Corps habitually be- 
haved like this trio, with indiscre- 
tions of speech and action, country 
would soon lose its reputation of 
having best force in world. 

Wyndham Goldie, in a brief role, 
makes human and dependable the 
character of the chief of operations. 
U. S. born John McLaren is breezy 
and attractive as the Canadian, and 
Shamus Locke has all the easy charm 
of Erin. Women are somewhat in- 
definite, with Eileen Peel displaying 


(Continued on page 45) 
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For Long Term Lease 


(To Responsible People or 
WILL SELL) 
THE BEAUTIFUL 


E| Patio Playhouse 


800 NEW SEATS 
7080 Hollywood Bivd. 


(Just 1% Blocks East of 
Grauman’s Chinese) 
‘RITE — PHONE — WIRE 


Ww 
H. E. WOOLEVER, Owner, 


At 3405 Finley Avenue 
Newport ‘Beach, Calif. 
Evenings: Phone Harbor 1498M 
Days: Beacon 5287 











SOR ON RE I EN AN 








SAMUEL FRENCH 


SINCE 1830 
Play, Brokers and 


Authors’ Representatives 


25 West 45th Street, New yor | 
7623 Sunset Blvd., Hollywood 46, Cal. 
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Tallulah Brightens 


Lives and Chi 


At Sellout 216, Rest Off, Carousel 336 





Chicago, Aug. 5. + 


“private Lives,” with Tallulah 
Benksnead, was the only show not 
ted the four days of uncommon- 
‘hot weather last week. Going for 
the surviving foursome in this town 
might have been still worse had it 
not been for the 30-degree dip in 
temperature Thursday. It stayed that 
way through the next day, and again 


‘Queen High’ Fair 20G 
In Week at Louisville 


Louisville, Aug. 5. 
“Queen High,” fifth in current 
Iroquois amphitheatre series, grossed 
fair $20,000 for week ending Sunday 
(3). William Lynn, Johnny Downs, 





Saturday. 
at Pe did capacity business— 
$21,000—for its secand lap, while 
“Carousel” continued as top grosser 
with $33,000 in the 10th week. Not 
enough conventioneers around dur- 
ing this week to help things, either. 
Estimates for Last Week 

“Born Yesterday,” Erlanger (23d 
wk) (1,358; $3.60). 


j pout $12,000. 

a Me Mister,” Blackstone (12th 
wk) (1,358; $4.80). Affected with 
others, $21,000. : 

“Carousel,” Shubert (10th wk) (2,- 
100; $4.80). Showed drop also, but 
still grossing highest in town and 
jooking good with $33,000. 

“Private Lives,” Harris (2d wk) 
(1,000; $3.60). Keeping up capacity 
business, including matinees. | Bank- 
head’s strong following here is basic 
reason which brought in over $21,000. 


Should carry on with same pace for | 


more weeks to come. 


UTAH CENTENNIAL SHOW 
SOCK 406 IN 2D WEEK 


Salt Lake City, Aug. 5. 
“Promised Valley,” Utah Centen- 
nial musical starring Alfred Drake 
and featuring Jet MacDonald, is sur- 
prising virtually everybody with its 
solid b.o. First smash week of $60,- | 
000 was followed by a second week’s | 





$40,000, and advance sales indicate | 
there’s a chance heavy nut may be 
covered guring the third and last 
week. 
Weather has been good, with only 
one performance washed out. Total | 
cost of “Promised Valley” runs to 
between 175 and 200G, but included | 
jn those figures are some pretty | 
heavy spending for permanent im- 
rovements for the University of 
Biah stadium, where the show plays 
six a week. Cut out costs for a per- 
manent sound system, thousands of 
seats, and other odds and ends, and 
the actual production cost would 


Quieting down | 


Jack Blair, Joy Hodges and Nina 
Olivette all went over solidly. 

“Rose Marie” opens tonight (5) 
with Walter Cassel and Victoria 
Schools, closing bill of* sixth-week 
summer season. 


‘MARIETTA’ OPENS BIG 
AT ST. LOO AL FRESCO 


St. Louis, Aug. 5. 

For the seventh time in its long 
history the Municipal Theatre Assn. 
| has revived Victor Herbert's 
“Naughty Marietta” for the current 
seven-night stand that opened in the 
al fresco playhouse, Forest Park, 
last night (Monday). With the tem- 
perature near 100 at sundown, the 





coin grabbers in the local enter- 
prise’s repertory, lured an opening- 
night mob of over 10,000 for an esti- 
mated gross of $3,600. It was the 
season’s largest opening night. 
Imogene Coca, comedienne, whose 
only local p.a. was at a nitery last 
fall, made a successful debut in the 


Open-air arena, Others in the top| 


roles who scored are Brian Sullivan, 
Margaret Spencer, Mary Hopple and 
Jack Sheehan; outstanders in sup- 





| port are Melton Moore, Edwin Steffe, 


Nixon Miller and Emile Renan. 
Patricia Bowman and Rudy Koehler, 


who have teamed during the past! 


two weeks in ballet routines, are 
adding to their local laurels, 


‘Mill’ Neat $24,000, 
‘Claudia’ 836 in Detroit 
“The Red Mill” oe pear 





by Detroiters, doing an_ estimated | 





probably hit around $125,000. 

Pepped up by red hot praise from | 
most sources, producers are getting 
hot to take the show to N. Y. Plenty 


$24,000 for its first week at the Cass 


| for eight performances. The 1,500- 
seat theatre has a range of $1.80 to | 


of tightening has trimmed close to 30! $4.20. 


minutes. 


‘OKLA!’ CAPACITY 





“Claudia,” starring Kim Hunter 
and John Craven, stood up well dur- 
ing the second and final week at 
Music Hall, where it drew $8,500, 
compared to $10,000 of the first week 


$34,500 IN WAS ,| at the 1,800-seater at a $2.50 top for 


Washington, Aug. 5. 
National continues to stand apart 
from town’s general show biz slump, 
with “Oklahoma,” currently in_ its 
third stanza, an assured sellout for 
remainder of its run here. The Thea- 
tre Guild classic chalked up a Cca- 
pomny_698.50) for its second week, 
ttering its hefty take for the initial 
session. nv 
“Red Mill” comes in Aug. 8 for two 
weeks, with the new Shubert 
comedy, “We Love a Lassie” skedded 
follow Sept. 1 for a single stanza. 
atter comes here from its Atlantic 
ity preem., - 


‘Waltz’ 681,,G, Pitt 
Pittsburgh, Aug. 5. 

“Great Waltz” finaled summer 
Opera season last week and some- 
what salvaged a pretty bad year at 
he boxoffice with spectacular $68,- 

, breaking all previous records for 
venture in both money and attend- 
ance. It was the first show that got 
any kind of a real break in weather, 
every performance being played on 
> toa evening and under star-filled 

es. 





aki 

Final few shows each drew over 
10,000 spectators. Terrific closer cut 
down losses somewhat, most of them 
accountable to rain and cold, but 
venture still wound up around 100 
grand in red on the nine-week series. 


Current Road Shows 


(Period covering Aug. 4-16) 
“Anna Lucasta” — Shubert-Lafay- 
ete, Det. (11-16). 
Blackouts of 1947”—E] Capitan, 
Hollywood 4-16). 
rn Yesterday”—Erlanger, Chi. 


(4-16), 
Mister” — Blackstone, 


“Call Me 
Chi. (4-16). 
“Carousel”—Shubert, Chi (4-16). 
a Girl’ — Shubert, Bost. 
“Harvey” — 
City (4.10), Opera Hse., Central 
- Remember M 7? 
Frisco TSTT r ama Geary, 
ae of Lorraine” — Shubert- 
Gite)” Det. (4-9); Forrest, Philly 
“Magic Touch” — Frlan Buff 
: “rlanger, Bu 
(4-9); Opera Hse., Newark (11-16). 
“Oklahoma!”—Nat'], Wash. (4-16). 
16). trate Lives”—Harris, Chi. (4- 





“The Red Mill—Cass, Det. (4-16). 


eight performances. 
| Jose Ferrer and Claire Trevor 
| open in “Goodbye Again” tonight (5). 





Judy Abbott to Europe 

Judith Abbott, legit producer and 
theatre-radio actress, planed Sunday 
(3) for a six-week trip to London, 
Paris and the Riviera. She was ac- 
companied by her cousin, Carl 
Fisher, house manager of the Hud- 
son theatre, N. Y., where “State of 
the Union” is playing. 

Miss Abbott and actress-producer 
Mary Mason have scheduled a fall 
Broadway presentation of “The 
Piper’s Song,” anti-war fantasy by 
‘John Schram. The show is a one- 
| setter, with a cast of about 20, and is 
; budgeted at $50,000. The Abbott- 
Mason combo last spring produced 
'the Frank Gould comedy, “Tenting 
| Tonight,” but dropped it during the 
out-of-town tryout, and the show 
was presented at the Booth, N. Y., 
by a syndicate of the backers headed 
by Saul Fishbein. 


20th-Fox Firings 


Continued from page 3 





| 














ings are “utterly reprehensible. Re- 
ports that several 20th members of 
the Screen Office Professional Em- 
ployees Guild were also laid off have 
not been verified. 

Attempts will be made to. find 
other jobs inside the company for 
all those getting the axe, a company 
spokesman __ declared. 
those fired were not disclosed. 

Check of the other companies re- 
veals employment still holding at 
peak levels for homeoffice white- 
collarites, despite persistent scare- 
| talk of mass layoffs. During the 
‘last six months, only a handful of 
dismissals have occurred among the 
approximately 5,000 h.o. employees. 
| Metro, while not taking the axe 
‘yet to any homeoffice publicists, re- 
cently laid off several of its ex- 
| ploiteers in the field. Most of these, 
however, have already been ab- 
|sorbed into other departments of 
j the company. 





heat and the musical, one of the best | 





Names Of | 









Plays Abroad 


Continued from page 44 
Spanish Incident 


ruthlessness at the right moment and 
others merely decorating the color- 
ful Spanish background. 

Show can't be taken seriously but 
/has its moments. Clem. 








Dr. Angelus 


London, July 31. 
Alec Rea & E. P. Clift, with Roy Lim- 
bert, production of play in three acts by 
James Bridie. Directed by Alastair Sim. 
At Phoenix, London, July 30, °47, 





Ss OOO obs 5506654000 es On George Cole 
BO.. BOIS 20500000006064 .. Alastair Sim 
PN 40664.606000600066 600% Molly Urquhart 
Bee COVCOTEM cccccoesceseces Hetty Marsden 
sir Gregory Butt. .ccscccece Charles Carson 
eee EN oe ke wds00s ane ..Jane Aird 
Inspector Mclvor ........ Archie Duncan 
EE ES ee ee ees ee Rex Garner 


Another of those factual murder 





|entertainment. No subtleties here, 
|with the criminal’s intent obvious 
| from the start, but it holds the in- 
terest from curtain rise and James 

Bridie has admirably fashioned the 
leading role to the personality of 
|; Alastair Sim. 

An elderly Scotch doctor, alter- 
|nately lascivious and lachrymose, 
| has his new youthful assistant hyp- 
|notized by his bland geniality and 
| forceful presence. Dr. Angelus is a 
; malevolent hypocrite and has poi- 
;soned his mother-in-law for her in- 
surance money and coerces his col- 
league to sign the death certificate, 
against the youngster’s* better judg- 
ment. 

Shortly afterwards, the bereaved 
wife sickens in the same away and, 
idespite a cleverly depicted, night- 
mare scene warning the boy he 
should act, he is too late to prevent 
{the second fatality. His conscience 
finally roused, he confesses to the 
police, who have rounded up the 
culprit, but on being told there is no 
such thing in Scotland as a charge 
of “accessory after the fact” he is 


tipped off by the investigating in- | 


spector to keep his mouth shut. 
Sim, a popular character actor of 
screen and stage, brings out to the 


Angelus. Supporting cast is excel- 
lent with George Cole scoring per- 
sonal success as the young medico, 
especially in a scene where he is 
radually intoxicated by unaccus- 
tomed whisky cunningly plied by 
his senior. The timid wife of Jane 
| Aird and seduced servant of Molly 
Urquhart are well contrasted, with 
Betty Marsden scoring as a vamp. 

After a pre-London tour, show ran 
smoothly and had an enthusiastic re- 
ception. There are plenty of laughs, 
probably not anticipated by the 
author and, if done in the U. S., 
tendency might be to turn it into 
another “Arsenic and Old Lace.” 
But on its merits as a straight play 
it warrants serious attention. 

Clem. 





My Wives and I 
London, Aug. 1. 
Sherek Players presentation, in asso- 
ciation with Arts Council, of play in two 
acts by Edward Percy. Directed by Irene 
Hentschel. At Strand, London, July 31, °47. 


Viviemme Brunel coccccecssocs Peggy Evans 
EMCO TIAVETE 2ccvcecsecess sad Jack Allen 
Petset Benmel 2s .cssessssss Elizabeth Allan 


Undine Fane ... ......Barbara Couper 





Charles Brunel ... .. Wilfrid Hyde White 


Gertrude Paradine ...........-- Marie Lohr 
August Peradine .............George Howe 
PR eee ere Barbara Mullen 
ee, re ee carrey. Tean Stuart 
Veronica Bellamy .............: Anne Leon 
ae oe ee ee Elizabeth Stewart 





Nonsensical comedy which won a 
few laughs at premiere for its many 
amusing lines and situations. But, 
despite author's popularity, mixed 
reception makes this one a doubtful 
candidate to follow the writer’s 
previous successes. As a film it 
might have greater opportunities, 
following the Hollywood trend for 
fantastic plots. 

A modern country household has 
recently acquired a weird clock, in- 
herited from an eccentric relative. 
In the early action of the play an 
imaginary sequence is thinly con- 
veyed through fluttering of lights 
and noises off. The young daughter 
| of the house accepts a suitor on con- 
dition he marries her homely friend 
as well, it having transpired that a 
law is now in existence permitting 
a man to have two wives. Young- 
ster decides she will thus have no 
future competition. 

Her father, Happily married 4 





to swell the family coffers. His cur- 
rent wife is bewildered at his action 
and goes round clad in weeds of 
mourning and an air of martyrdom. 
Her own parents are visiting the 
home and papa’s disappearance co- 
incides with the absence of an old 
Scottish housekeeper, who both re- 
turn in bridal array. 
Tired of his mournful No. 1 wife 
and parsimonious M+ 2, the master 
of the house decides he will wed 
again. He has succumbed to the 
sophisticated charms of the head of 
a Spinsters League which had spon- 
sored the recent new Marriage Act. 
Now arises a test case on the prob- 
lem of divorce. Do both his wives 
secure one? Do they get one apiece? 
And do each of them get equal 
shares of alimony allotment, etc.? 
| Meiter is solved by the magic 
| clock, which switches back to pres- 





plots effectively adapted to stage | 


full the unctuous villainy of Dr. | 


second time, gaily brings home an- | 
other wife, a wealthy Scotch widow, | 


Broadway Reaches 


Low for Season: 


Advance Sales Off, But Midweek 
Surprisingly Good, Especially Mats 





‘Martha’ Fair 13G In 
Memphis Al Fresco 


Memphis, Aug. 5, 

Venturing into the longhair field 
for first time, Memphis Open Air 
Theatre did a fair $13,000 the past 
week with Flotow’s “Martha.” 

Figure is just about sufficient to 
cover weekly budget, according to 
General Manager Joe Cortese, and is 
lowest of the five weeks thus far. 

Crix went overboard with praise 
for Rosemarie Brancato, Romolo De 
Spirito, Rosalind Nadell. Charles 
| Yearsley, et al, but opera simply 
didn’t pull as it should have. 

“Naughty Marietta” opened Mon- 
day night (4), with Brancato, Nadell, 
Yearsley, Kent Williams. Edmund 
Dorsay, Billy Sully and Violet Carl- 
son. 





are still running 8 to 10% better than 
best previous record, with three 
weeks yet to go. 


LA. CIVIC’S 6096 
FOR 13-WK. SEASON 


Los Angeles, Aug. 5. 
“Louisiana Purchase” bowout Sat- 
urday (2) wound the 13-week Civic 





$609,700 as the total take. Heat 
sapped “Purchase” power in the final 
frame and kept it from nearing the 
all-time record one-week gross set 
earlier in the season by “Song of 
Norway,” which registered $56,400 
for the fourth and final frame. 





“Norway,” in for four weeks, was | 


the longest Civic attraction and drew 


offerings held for three weeks each, 
with “Purchase” leading the way for 
a total gross of $153,000. “Rosalinda” 
showed with a pretty $127.500 figure 
and “The Three Musketeers” disap- 
pointed with $111,900. 

Preem of “Galileo” last week kept 


Opera Co., skedded for third week at 
El Patio, folded its tent in the face 
of adverse notices and stole away 
without offering promised “Pen- 
zance.” 
Estimates for Last Week 
“Blackouts of 1947,” El Capitan 
| (267th week) (1,142; $2.40). Like 
Old Man River, another $17.000. 
Blossom Time,” Greek Theatre (2d 
week) (4,419: $3.60). Second and final 


total of $70,000. 

“Galileo,” Coronet (4 days) (255: 
3.60). Opened to mixed notices but 
Charles Laughton’s draw had created 
advance sellout for several days. 
Jampagked $3,200 for first four days. 

“Louisiana Purchase,” Philhar- 
monic Aud (3d week) (2,670; $4.80). 
Heat pushed down final frame's take 
with good $51,006 still coming in for 
$153,000 total for three weeks. 

“Skin of Our Teeth,” Las Palmas 
(2nd week) (388; $2.50). Continuing 
sellout on second frame of moveover 
for SRO $6,000. Paul Guilfoyle re- 
_ Keenan Wynn in lead tonight 
(5). 





Attendance and receipts for season | 


Light Opera Assn. season at the | 
Philharmonic auditorium with a lush | 


top gross of $217,300. Other three | 


five houses lit. American Savoy | 


week built to $39,000 for engagement | 


+ Broadway saw blistering heat dur- 


ing the forepart of last week, then 
much better weather the last half, 
but there was little change in legit 
| attendance; grosses went a little 
| lower, in fact, hitting the summer's 
|low-water mark. Showmen with 
| doubtful stayers hope for an up- 
|} turn but advance sales are torpid 
| and it’s questionable if there will be 
;material betterment during the 
month despite the oncoming Ameri- 
can Legion hordes during the final 
week of August. 

Feature of patronage is the 
strength at midweek, when matinee 
trade is generally better than the 
evenings and easily tops Saturdays. 
As for new shows, none is scheduled 
until the latter part of this month. 

Estimates for Last Week 


Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
|CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 

“All My Sons,” Coronet (27th 
week) (D-1,095; $4.80). Paucity of 
new plays should be a break for 
survivors, including this drama: off 
| to approximately $11,000. 
| “Annie Get Your Gun,” Imperial 
| (64th week) (M-1,427: $6.60). Mary 
| Jane Walsh replaced Ethel Merman, 
who’s on vacation for two weeks: 
business sensational at this stage of 
run but slightly under capacity; 
| nearly $45,000. 

“Born Yesterday,” Lyceum (79th 
week) (C-993; $4.90). Dipped a bit 
further, as did most others; gross 
was around $15,000; should pick up 
and play until New Year's or longer. 
| “Brigadoon,” Ziegfeld (21st week) 
| (M-1,626; $4.80). Quoted at well 
| over $42,000, which is virtual sell- 
out; one of the musicals getting ex- 
cellent volume of visitors. 

“Call Me Mister,” Majestic (68th 
week) (M-1,659; $4.80). Rated around 
$19,000, which is not profitable for 
revue runner, which may improve 
in large house at moderated top. 

“Finian’s Rainbow,” 46th St. (30th 
| week) (C-920; $6). One of the ex- 
| ceptions; business continues at SRO, 
|} and year’s run seems a moderate 
| estimate of musical’s draw; $42,000. 

“Happy Birthday,” Broadhurst 
(40th week) (CD-1,160: $4.80). No 
attraction could go up during last 





| week’s weather; again around 
| $17,000. 

“Harvey,” 48th St. (144th week) 
| (C-920; $4.20). Capacity, which 


should be drawn as long as Jimmy 
| Stewart remains in cast; gross 
| quoted at over $18,800; scale in bal- 
cony slightly lowered some weeks 
ago. 

“Icetime of 1948” Center (10th 
week) (M-2,994; $2.40). Among the 
highest money shows; skating revue 
doing plenty okay; takings .up last 
week to $39,500. 

“John Loves Mary,” Music Box 
(26th week) (C-979; $4.80). Has 
completed six months; eased off to 
around $11,000 but was among the 
toppers until last month. 

“Oklahoma!”, St. James (225th 
week) (M-1,505; $4.80). Ads calling 
attention of visitors to availability 
of good seats to boxoffice; over 
$20,000 and profitable. 

“State of the Unien,” Hudson (90th 
week) (CD-1,057; $4.80). Long- 
stayer has been affected but may 
stay for the balance of summer; 
$12,000 approximated. 

“The Medium,” and “The Tele- 





ent day after being hit by a bullet 
fired wildly by the League Leader, 
disclosing all the matrimonial mud- 
dles were a figment of the imagina- 
tion. 

Generally well played, with Bar- 
bara Mulien delightful as the canny 
wee body who keeps a tight hold on 
her moneybags; Elizabeth Allan 
pleasing as the preceding wife, and 
Wilfrid Hyde White gay and im- 
partial as the man, once a widower, 
with two new wives on his hands. 
Marie Lohr, veteran star, whose 
clear diction and attractive person- 
ality is always welcomed, graces 
the part of the visiting parent. Bar- 
bara Couper carries off the third 
prospective bride role with verve) 
and allure. 

Many worse plays than this have | 
proved money-makers, but this will | 
have to live down plenty of adverse | 
criticism. Clem. 

















Orson Welles 


Continued from page 2 = 











with Korda on selection of the film | 
subject. They spent a long weekend | 
together confabbing on the Riviera. | 
Welles is continuing from there to 
' Rome for a few days before heading 
| back to London. He's due back in 
| Hollywood in about three weeks to | 
| edit “Macbeth,” which he _ just 
finished shooting for Republic. 
Radio transcription show, to be 
‘tagged “This Is Orson Welles.” will 
ibe entireiy of an entertainment ia- | 
; ture. It will contain no politics or | 
| commentary, as did his last previous 
' program. ' 





$17,000. 


phone,” Barrymore (14th week) (M- 
1,064; $4.20). Has been getting 
around $13,000; operatic playlets 
have small casts but there’s a pit 
orchestra; some profit claimed. 

“Voice of the Turtle,” Morosco 
(173d week) (C-939; $3.60). Another 
show with low operating require- 
ments and getting by at modest 
$7,000. 

“Young Man’s Fancy,” Plymouth 
(14th week) (C-1,075; $3.60). Inten- 
tion is to play into autumn; some 
improvement recently but hasn't 
earned an operating profit; $6,000, 

REVIVALS 

“Burlesque,” Belasco (32d week) 
(C-1,077; $4.80). Only this attrac- 
tion and “Icetime” playing Sundays; 


|among shows hardly making oper- 


ating nut; $9,000. 
“Sweethearts,” Shubert (28th 
week) (M-1,382; $4.80). Another at- 


| traction that was getting real money, 


now hoping for an upturn; around 


NEIGHBORHOOD 
“Deep Are the Roots,” Windsor, 


|, Bronx. 


“The Glass Menagerie,” Flatbush, 
Brooklyn. 


‘MAMA’ SMASH $22.500 
IN OPENING FRISCO WK. 


San Francisco, Aug. 5. 
“I Remember Mama,” with Char- 
lotte Greenwood and Kurt Katch, 





| opened at the 1,550-seat Geary July 


28 to rave reviews and chalked up a 
first-week gross of $22,500. 
“Louisiana Purchase.” with Wil- 
liam Gaxton, Vera Zorina and Vic- 
tor Moore, opened at the 1,.776-seat 
Geary Monday (4) to a big advance. 
Both houses were dark last week 
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Westermeier’s History of Rodeo | 


First full-length book dealing | 
with the stery of rodeos is out in a 
limited-numbered edition under the 
title of “Man, Beast and Dust,” by 
Clifford P. Westermeier, who was 
known as a painter in France and 
England, but is now assistant pro- | 
fessor of history at St. Louis Uni- | 
versity. He has a painter’s sweep 
and covers the subject from the year 
after the close of the Civil War to | 
the present. For the last 12 years 
he has done research around the 
arenas and has emerged with a book 
as substantial and as reliable as the 
Encyclopedia Britannica. 

In fact, he goes even further back 
than the Civil War, because he lists 
a rodeo at Sante Fe which was held 
in June, 1847, and caught by a Capt. | 
Mayne Reid. Westermeier traced 
Reid’s report to the archives of | 
Drumhariff Lodge, County Armagh, 
Ireland. Reid likened the rodeo to 
a Donneybrook Fair of cowboys. | 
There were contests for the best rop- 
ing and throwing, horse races, | 
whisky and wines and, at night, 
dancing on the streets. 

First American show was at 
Cheyenne, July, 1872, which added | 
Texas steer-riding as well as bronc- 
riding. Editor of the Cheyenne 
Daily Reader didn’t like it and 
wished the cowboys would take their 
swearing, drinking, shooting, roping 
and riding out of town. “It would 
be better taste out on the prairie,” | 
opined the ed. | 

Rodeo which really opened the | 
east to this $1,000,000 outdoor biz was 
the New York Stampede held ad 

| 





Sheepshead Bay Speedway in Au- 
gust, 1916. Prairie Lilly Allen Doro- 


thy Morrell and Leonard Stroud | 
were introduced at that show. | 
Stroud is still around. He runs a 


feed biz at Canon City, Colo. He | 
was the first to make a professional | 
career of competing in rodeos and | 
was the all-around cowboy champ of 
that era. He was the first to stay on 
Tipperary, a champ among bucking 
horses, and one of the few who could 
ride as well as he could rope. For 10 
years he was undisputed champ trick | 
rider as well. 


Today contestants are either riders | 
or ropers and all are pros. For 
several years the distinction between 
an amateur and a pro was, how 
much? An amateur was any cowboy 
who made less than $500 a year. This 
went up to $1,000 and eventually 
to $2,000. 

The essentials of a rodeo are still 
practiced by working cowhands in 
their trade, but few of the top pros 
work on ranches today, unless they 
happen to own them and even then 
with shows running from January to 
December, they have precious little 


Literati 





time on their hands for branding 
calves. 

Prof. Westermeier tells of the feats 
of Clay McConigal, which this mugg 
saw win the first $1,000 prize in 1919 
at the Phoenix State Fair, as the 
fastest roper of wild steers, but is 
quite impartial as to the superiority 
of old-timers like McGonigal, Ya- 
kima Canutt, Pete Knight, Doff Aber, 
Ed Lindsey, Thad Sower and the 
present crop like Burel Mulkey, Bud 
and Bill Linderman, Everett Bow- 
man, Smokey Snyder, Toots Mans- 
field, Dave Campbell and Chet Mc- 
Carty. 

His book is illustrated exclusive- 
ly with shots of old-timers at Pen- 
dleton, Cheyenne, and such stamping 
grounds. There is one even of Mrs. 
Riodan, the only cowgal who rode 
bucking brones side saddle, which 
sounds like a feature which might 
be revised for sure-fire laughs. 

- out. 





Zanesville Libel Suit 

Earl J. Jones, publisher of the 
Zanesville (0.) News, and also of 
the Massillon (O.) Independent, last 
week filed a conspiracy and libel suit 
in Muskingum County Common Pleas 
Court for $1,000,000 against the 
Zanesville Publishing Co., its presi- 
dent and general manager, O. B. Lit- 
tick, and its secretary - treasurer, 
H. Clay Littick. 

Jones’ petition charged the com- 
pany and its executives, publishers 
of® the Zanesville Times-Recorder, 
Signal, and the Sunday Times-Sig- 
nal, with ‘conspiring to libel the 
plaintiff in a number of stories pub- 
lished concerning differences be- 


tween Jones and John Peart, a news- | 


caster for WHIZ, Zanesville. 
The radio announcer has 
Jones for $160,463.75 damages 


sued 


Jones pushed him in the latter's 
drugstore last April 18. Jones 
charges in his petition that the Lit- 
ticks and the company “did conspire 











together in falsely and maliciously 
libel” him. Peart in his suit, charged 
that Jones pushed him so hard he 
fell down a stairway, aggravating 
the injuries he received in his World 
War II service with the marines. 





Dance Handbook Set 
Anatole Chujoy, ballet expert and 


editor of Dance News, turned in to |! 


A. S. Barnes & Co. last weekend 
mss. on a Dance’ Encyclopedia 
which he edited and compiled. First 
handbook of its kind in the dance 
field, the 1,200 page volume contains 


,a history of the dance, list of bal- | 


lets, biographies of dancers, listing 


of dance recordings, contributed 
articles, etc. 
Encyclopedia, on which Chujoy 


worked 15 months, will be publish- 


'ed next February. 


War Hero Comics 
A. S. Curtis, Annapolis, Md., 
association with Fred Danner, owner 
of the Danner Press, Akron, O., 
will publish a new comic strip maga- 


| zine, Medal of Honor Comics, start- 


ing this month. 
Mag is based on a newspaper 


| comic strip, popularizing the exploits 


of the nation’s top war heroes. 





CHATTER 

Leon Gutterman’s “The Hollywood 
Handbook” will be published in 
autumn by E. P. Dutton. 

Scribners is publishing a “collec- 
tors’ edition” of Thomas Wolfe’s 
“Look Homeward, Angel.” 

Joe Laurie, Jr. doing a daily 
sketch and anecdote for Press Fea- 
tures starting Sept. 1 to be tagged 
“Heads & Tales.” 

Gene Tunney reviews Budd Schul- 
berg’s Random House book on the 
fight racket, “The Harder They 
Fall,” in Saturday Review’s Aug. 9 
issue. 

Margaret. Scoggin, moderator of 
WMCA's “Youth Book Review” 
program, has authored a series of 
adventure tales which Knopf is pub- 
lishing under title. of “Lure of 
Danger.” : 

Earl Kennedy of “We the People” 
spending a month at Lavalette, NJ. 
finishing a novel before resuming 


| with the airshow in Hollywood. 


Earl Wilson’s syndicated column 
in the N. Y. Post on,.Lena Horne 
drawing some of the heaviest request 
for reprints that columnist has had 
since he started the column. 








| Plenty Prospects 





Continued from page 1 


Strawhats. are never too productive 
in the numbers of thespers actually 
pacted for Hollywood work, Willi 
said, but the rounds have to be 
made in order to get the inside 
track with the players who succeed 
in making hits in Broadway shows. 
“I don’t encourage kids to go to 
Hollywood right away if they feel 





far 
ADE 


injuries he alleges he received when | 


their careers belong on the legit 
stage. I encourage them, and help 
them, and when they feel ready for 
Hollywood, I want my bid to be 
considered,” Willi declared. 

Boris Kaplan, Paramount talent 
head, also said this season, like past 
ones, had been unspectacular in 
concrete results. But, he said, it was 
necessary to visit each hayloft on 


tional player would be uncovered. 
Third avenue in New York or in the 


sticks. “One never knows,” he said, 
“so even 


travels around 60,000 miles a year, 
we have to keep on trying.” 








| Soviets-Yanks 


a= Continued from page 1 


sisted on a broader scale of pur- 
chases, selected out of a list made 
up by the MPEA. Such a list would 
prevent the Russians buying films 
which presented the U. S. in a bad 
light, or could be turned into propa- 
ganda to that end, such as “Grapes 
| of Wrath” and “Tobacco Road,” 
| Which reveal abject poverty among 
'certain American segments. 
| Napoli, acting on orders from the 
Soviet film monopoly, has accepted 
the principles laid down by Maas. 
It's believed the deal now in the 
;woOrks calls for around 50 films. 
‘There are still some other details to 
i.be worked out. but the major point 
of negotiation now remaining is 
price. 

Russia and Yugoslavia are the last 
| of the Russian—orbit countries with- 
out a deal with the MPEA for im- 





in | 


portation of American films, Bul- 
garia signed up last week. Under 
terms of the agreement with Filmsko 
Delo, the state film monopoly, 20 
new features and shorts selected 
from the product of MPEA’s eight 
member companies (nine as_ of 
Sept. 1) will be released through the 
monopoly prior to March 31, 1948. 


These films will be supplemented 
by a group of MPEA member-com- 
pany pictures which have been un- 
der seal in the American mission in 
,S0fia. These pix were in circula- 
| tion in Bulgaria when the Germans 
marched in. Americans were natur- 
ally unable to retrieve them until 





after the war, -.when they were 
locked in vaults until the present 
agreement to release them. 





MPEA now has agreements with 
{11 of the 13 countries with which it 
j}has been authorized by American 
| distribs to deal. 























‘Foodeasy’ Racket 


Continued from page 1 








ing permits get around the fixed | 
$1.75 meals. These are frequently 


exceeded by a “house” or “music 


charge” of $2, which are permitted 
by law. Eating in your rooms, how- 
ever, means better choice of food, 
better prepared, because the room- 
service fees permit a better margin 
of profit. 





The foodeasy clubs, however, have 
the best racket. For about $5 a} 
“committee” of solid citizens can 
petition the local magistrate for an 
“eating club” license, in a private 
house, and get it. The publicans 
(proprietors of public houses, or 
pubs, which is really just a saloon) 
pay hundreds of dollars and find this 
new swank eatery competition is too 
tough. But like the _ bottle-club 
device, these foodeasies have found 
a good legal out. 











B’way Legit 
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the 160-to-1 chance that some sensa- 


Kaplan said stars might be born on 


though gur department 


producers appear more hopeful of 
such results than for a long period 
past. 


Managers seem to be proceeding 
with undue caution, and that’s the 
way potential backers are reacting. 
It’s indicated that there is less out- 
side backing in sight for various 
reasons, one being the questionable 
handling of _ limited - partnership 
funds. Although there appears less 
chance of a theatre shortage than in 
half-a-dozen seasons, producers are 
known to be hesitating until assured 
of a Broadway hooking, and some 
will not go into action until a thea- 
atre is actually designated. Bookers 
on the other hand want to learn 
what the chances of new productions 
are before signaturing contracts. For 
the past several seasons new shows 
were forced to stay out of town be- 
cause of tight bookings, and pre- 
Broadway showings are almost al- 
ways unprofitable. Yet no show 
with real merit is discerned to have 
gone to the storehouse because it was 
unable to reach Broadway. 


Dozen Shows NSH 


At least a half-dozen of the 17 at- 
tractions on the current Broadway 
list are operating in the red or, at 
best, approximating an even break 
with expenses pared to the limit. 
Managers of those shows and some 
others on the narrow edge are hope- 
ful of an upturn this month. There 
has been so little improvement in 
advance sales that the showmen 
concerned appear to be indulging 
in wishful thinking. 


Last week was accompanied by the 
summer’s lowest grosses, except for 
some exceptions, and if there is to be 
improved attendance that should 
come in the next two weeks. Be- 
cause there are so few new Shows 
in the offing, managérs of some that 
are wobbling figure on sticking, feel- 
ing that with the advent of Labor 
Day business is virtually sure of im- 
provement. Some attractions which 
were in the chips should come back 
at the boxoffice but their chances are 
uncertain; they may well have ex- 
hausted their drawing potential. 


Last September six attractions 
premiered, and there ‘is likely to be 





as many, or more, next month de-! 
spite the paucity of bookings. Dur- | 
ing autumn and early winter there | 
are approximately 85 new shows | 
| due, including straight plays, mus- 
licals, some from London and a few | 
| revivals. A percentage of these | 
probably will not eventuate. but the | 
present managerial lethargy should | 
jsurely be dissipated by Christmas | 
anyway. 








} Bernard Shaw.” 
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By Frank Scully PHOOOFoessoesgcs 

Painfully, Ill., Aug. 2. 
What may go down in history as a Schopenhauer Special edition of the 
Screen Writer should be on the stands approximately at about the same 
time and within reasonable distance of this issue of Variety. A psychi- 
atrist let loose on the edition would come up with the conclusion that 
screenwriters are in a bad way. 

By their flawless figures the recession is not around the corner—it’s 
already inside the door. There are 30% less screenwriters employed in 
the studios than a year ago. Of the 1,300 writers crawling between heaven 
and earth in that purgatory of the Pacific, 200 are regularly employed 
leaving 200 jobs for the remaining 1,100 writers to battle for from day to 
day. ; 

Bookies at the tracks make a fat living accepting bets at such odds, 


| At best the odds seem to be six to one against these 1,100 writers making 


a living this year. 

In trying to find their exact position without radar equipment, Ring 
Lardner, Jr., Lester Cole, Martin Field, Paul Gangelin, Philip Stevenson 
and a sixth group without billing submitted a joint report presenting a 
picture which couldn’t have been done better by Whistler. It was that 
grey. 

Low Interést Rates 

Of the $1,130,000,000 picture gross for the year, Ring Lardner, Jr., in a 
piece called “First Steps in Arithmetic,” shows that the writers’ share of 
this enormous take is 1% of the gross. They would do much better, with 
less brains, as agents. To argue that the writers contribute only 1% of 
that gross is to argue that the written words in an actor's mouth are worth 
practically nothing. 

A habitually cheerful mugg, I am further depressed by the Lardnerian 
query, “Does it seem preposterous to suggest that we actually provide as 
much as, say, 2% of what the moviegoer gets for his money?” 

Martin Field batting in third position of this Murderer’s Row does a 
piece called-“‘No Applause For These Encores.” He points out that during 
the depression, when competition for the reduced box office dollars wag 
the keenest, more pictures were produced. 

Conversely, during the prosperous war period, when long theatre runs 
became common and pix attendance jumped, less pictures were produced 
and were more profitable than the former great number. The B’s went 
out the window and were caught on the bounce by the indies, but by now 
the majors have no fear of competitive B product because of reissues. 
The zero cost of production of major reissues makes them unbeatable. 


Layoffs Galore 

Of approximately 400 films released last year 25% were reissues, mean- 
ing 250 writers, several hundred actors, musicians and studio workers, 
producers and even agents were not employed. 

Paul Gangelin, screenwriter of 25 years, expertly followed in Field 
with further proof of the downbeat among writers. His piece was called 
“What's Happening to Our Jobs?” His was the preface to a general report 
furnished by Stanley Roberts, chairman of the Screen Writers Guild 
Economic Program Sub-Committee on the unemployment problems. The 
field of originals is strictly from Forest Lawn. It’s dead. 

Gangelin takes “The Lost Weekend” and asks us to conceive the crea- 
tion of the premise of “The Lost Weekend” if it had been left to Hollywood 
producers to accept it as an original. 

“Try to imagine,’ he writes, “the screenwriter, indoctrinated in the 
prejudices, foibles and shibboleths of the motion picture business, hoping 
to achieve a job and a contract by writing something saleable, turning out 
a study of a drunk. And then go a bit further and imagine his attributing 
the drunk’s plight to unresolved homosexual conflicts. I can hear the 
sereams of the story editors ringing from Burbank to Culver City, and so 
can you.” 

I can not only hear the screams, I can see the revival and arrival of the 
Japanese thought police—a subject, incidentally, covered in this footnote 
to futility in a piece by Lester Koenig, called “Conference On Thought 
Control.” 

Even the best picture, in my highly enlightened opinion, to come out 
of Hollywood this year, “Crossfire,” produced by Adrian Scott, an SWG 
member, could not have gotten into the cans as an original. It was forti- 
fied by Richard Brooks’ “The Brick Foxhole.” 


Xrays For Adrian 

Adrian Scott gives the full story of how close to being shelved it 
was despite this “prior judgment” fortification. 

Scott got ulcers out of it, which may be a small thing to contribute to 
the materialization of such a great picture. But without Peter Rathvon, 
Dore Schary, Bill Dozier, Edward Dmytryk, Johnny Paxton, and 
actors like Robert Young, Robert Mitchum and Robert Ryan, to hand 
him glasses of mflk to allay his illness, I doubt if he ever would have 
finished this magnificent example of how anti-semitism has grown from the 
maggots of Hitler’s putrescent corpse. 

Myself, a guinea pig who has survived all efforts of doctors to kill me 
with kindness, I know that doctors and nurses who attempt to wipe out 
a plague like infantile paralysis are felled in great numbers by the dis- 
ease. In much the same way people who never had a thought of racial 
yrejudice have come back from the destruction of the military machine 
of the Nazis infected with the virus they started out to destroy. 

That explains how they got sick, but it takes this picture to show how 
they can carry their sickness even to murdering men who personally 
never did them an unkindness in their lives. There are victims of this 
sort of thing who would tell you it’s better cured by ignoring it, and they 
are about as right as those who will tell you that the best way to stop 
polio is to pay no attention to it. 

Back to 2% 

Being a very social-minded animal myself, I look forward to the day 
when all who are concerned with the making of motion pictures spread 
the billion-dollar take more equitably among those who make the take 
possible, 

That the producers during the war, when hundreds of screen writers 
were pulled off into the armed services so that the rest of us might live, 
had to call in new writers, or even old ones, to take care of the increasing 
demand for a great number of pictures, is quite understandable. That 
they should have no interest in increasing this pool of writers, until it 
has now reached the point where there are six writers for every job, 1s 
also understandable—but less forgivable. ° 

Those who specialize in the moral issue plaguing mankind would point 
it out as one of the weaknesses of capitalism, and they would be fortified 
by no less an authority on social justice than the Holy Father at the 
Vatican. That the Kremlin would share the view is irrelevant, if not 
irreverent. Social justice may go as far back as Alexander the Great, 
but certainly goes as far back as the Sermon on the Mount, and in any 
case goes back hundreds of years before Marx. 

The lead article in this issue of the Screen Writer is by George Bernar 


| Shaw, a Fabian socialist, with the most fixed capitalist ideas of how writers 


should share in the profit system, and get a cut of the take wherever and 
whenever there is a cutting of a melon. 
Shaw’s Chance to Scream 

Now 92 years old, he is a bit muddled in his thinking, and his punches 
at what he calls the “New York League,” which must mean the Authors 
League of America, go a bit wild and wouldn't have done much damage 
if they had landed. 

Emmet Lavery and Oscar Hammerstein, 2d., tried their best to clear 
confusions in his old mind on the matter of the American Authors 
Authority, and used about half the space to do it. =f 

I cannot quote verbatim from fhe Shavian proviso that he will join 
the AAA if and when it disentangles itself from the League because he 
has closed off the piece by the words “World Copyright by George 








Ai 
bose 
Coa: 

Ja 
of 2B 
fall. 

Te 
Aug. 
four. 

E} 
to si 
tiv) 

He 
ing 1 
Unk 

Be 
ma! 
Peo} 

A! 
Hor 
yaca 

A! 
at \ 
cont 

Pe 
gocié 
Pari 

Le 
acry 
last 

Be 
Mov 
on je 

Re 
day 
stop: 
prez 

Po 
Adri 

fron’ 
Fanc 

Sa 
ager 
offic 
Broa 

Ar 

reste 
el-) 
owne 
Ro 
ager, 
mar 











VARIETY 


CHATTER 47 





Wednesday, August 6, 1947 


Broadway 


Agent Jules Alberti out of the 


ital. 2 
a= Rosenthal, in from the) 


t. his first visit in years. 
Jack Potter to be general manager 
of new Andre Charlot revue set for 


fall. e 
odd Duncan returning to Europe 
cc 22 oe a three-month concert 


we ieanor Steber planing to Englan 
to sing at Glyndebourne Opera Fes- 
werd Newman advance agent- 
ing for road company of “State of the 
7"4 Ross Behrenberg to stage 
manage Theatre, Inc.’s, “The Big 
pee hut Hornblow, Jr., and Mrs. 
Hornblow to Europe for six-week 
vacation. : 
Foal rodeo .championships open 
at Madison Square Garden Sept. 24, 
continuing until Oct. 26. : 

Peggy Phillips, Theatre Guild as- 
gociate p.a., planing to N. Y¥. from 
Paris tomorrow (Thurs. ). 

Leonard Spigelgass, 
gcripter, in on the Queen Elizabeth 
last week, 

Bert Holst, chief of 20th-Fox and 
Movietonews libraries in N. Y., back 
on job after being laid up for months. 

Rene Clair heads Coastwards to- 
day (Wednesday) after a five-day 


stopover here for confabs with RKO | 


prez Peter N. Rathvon. 

Police complaint against Henry 
Adrian, for loudspeaker ballyhoo in 
front of Plymouth (“A Young Man’s 
Fancy”). postponed. 

Sam Shayon, former general man- 


ager of the William Morris Coast |cafe booker, back for looksee at tal- | 
now a Hollywood attorney, | ent and to visit with family. 


office, 
Broadwaying for a week. 


Arnold Grant planed to the Coast | ding for 


Paramount | 


then back to the Coast. | 


York. 
Dave Wagner and Marino Bette- 
nelli, both ef the Carouse! staff. off 


wives. 
Herman Middleman, the Carousel 


subbing for him. 
Johnny Harris 
| City and Mary Frances Ackerman 





q_| from New York to get “Ice-Capades” 


| campaign rolling. 
Jim Lindsay, of Harris publicity 
| department. will stage the big musi- 


| eal spectacle high-lighting the Alle- | 


gheny County Fair. 


Miami 
mi Beach 
By Larry Selloway 

Judy Canova in town. 

Sol Tepper, the agent, in town. 

Gracie Barrie at Shelbourne hotel 
| for rest. 
| Mel Murray, comedy pianist, into 
| Paddoek Club. 
Marquez Sisters, Cuban song trio, 
tow Club 22 the middle of August. 

Jerri Blanchard, spending vacation 
‘from “Burlesque,” now working at 
Kitty Davis’. 
| Billy Vine and Dolly Dawn head 
| up new show which opened at Copa- 
| cabana, July 31. 
Shanghai Club, which folded last 
| week after a brief run, may try again 
| with fresh dough. 








Gapitol theatre, Miami. 
Harry Kilby. general amusement 


Harry Voiler, Trocadero op, bid- 
Rocky Graziano-Tony 


yesterday (Tuesday) for opening of | Zale’s third fight, likely in February. 


el-Mar track, of which he’s part | 
owner, and other biz. Back Aug, 25. | 


Colonial Inn ops may not reopen 
this huge spot this season, instead 


Robert Rapport to be general man- | operating only the smaller La Bo- 


ager, Walter Williams 
manager and Helen Hardy exec 
secretary for Maurice Evans’ “Man | 


production | 


heme. ' 
New lineup for Blackamoor which 


and Superman.” | (the Hipster) Gibson, Bob Karl and 


“The Midnight Alarm,” annual 
spectacle of N. Y. Fire Department, 
will be staged in Madison Square} 
Garden; Aug. 18-20. It’s for the de- 
partment’s welfare fund. 

Bob Weitman, Paramount theatre’s | 
Managing director, named chairman | 
@&the producing committee of the 
Mth annual. “Night of Stars,” slated | 
for Nov. 17 at Madison Sq. Garden. 

Buddy Robbins on four-month auto 
tour to the Coast with his bride of 
six months. He’s son of music pub- 
lisher Jack Robbins, and, as ‘associ- 
ate of his dad’s, will make it biz trip, 
too. 

Fred Spooner will agent “The 
Stars Weep,” in rehearsal, Harold 
(Buddy ) Kusell being company man- 
ager and Bill Herz, Jr., head of staff 
in Louis Schonceit’s managerial 
debut. 

Carroll Case in from the Coast on 
4 freelance production assignment. 

ue to return in two weeks. He’s 
the son of the late Frank Case (AI- 
— Hotel) and brother of au- 

oress Margaret Case Harriman. 

John Fulton, special effects direc- 
ter for Samuel Goldwyn, is cur- 
rently in New York working on 
backgrounds for new Danny ye 
eomedy, “That’s Life.” He’s shoot- 
ing nightclub scenes with hidden 
eameras. 

British actress Diana Wynyard, 
who arrived on Queen Elizabeth last 
week. vacationing with Mary Martin 
and Richard Halliday at their New 
Canaan, Conn., summer home. She 
returns to Britain Aug. 27 via the 
Queen Mary. 

Virginia Bolen returned from visit 
te her parents in Colorado. She's 


Judy Lynn. 

New super-cafe is being erected 
north of Ft. Lauderdale in Broward 
county. Spot will feature all the 
newest gadgets. 

Jimmy Mehod. Milwaukee.comic 
brought here by Harry Richman, 
into Embassy Club, Jacksonville, af- 
ter four week-run at Blackamoor. 

Return of Leon Kramer to show 
biz. after 12-year hiatus, brought the 
singer many wires when story of his 
stint at Copacabana broke. Heads 
for operation in Chicago after en- 





gagement. 
Las Vegas 
The Silhouettes into the Stork 
| Club. A 
Spike Jones set for Flamingo, 


Aug, 27. : 

Nathan Rosenberg a guest of Chic 
Flournoy. 

Kathryn Duffy 
Frontier shows. 

Mae West Fi Rancho honor guest 
at cocktail soiree. 

Wallace Beery and daughter Jo- 
Anne at El] Rancho. 

Bill Brady and Jack Denison open 
Kit Carson nitery on ~~“ 8. 

Grace Hayes out of the hospital 
and making the rounds again. 

Leighton Noble’s band back into 
the Last Frentier Ramona Room. . 

Jon and Sondra Steele a Last 
Frontier click on their fourth re- 
peat. 

Maxwell Kelch is reviving Swingo 
over KENO with Club Bingo spon- 


soring. 
Clark bought the Paul 


checking Last 





with the legit producing firm of 
Whitehead & Rea, which is readying 
® presentation of the Robinson Jef- 
fets version of Euripides’ “Medea,” 
with Judith Anderson. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 
Tom Bodkin visiting his sister in 
uguesne Heights, 
Maurice Spitalnys have shoved off 
for Ontario on fishing junket. 


Joe Mann spinning the KQV Juke 
Box 


cou nle of weeks, 





Jerry Carter, nitery dancer, and. 
t husband into the restaurant busi- | ——— 


ness at Bloomfield. 

Frafices Faye, en route to Las 

egas, at the Bachelor’s Club here 
or two-week engagement. 

Leonard Kapner, WCAE prexy, has 

ken his family to Beach Haven, 

_J., for month of August. 

Nancy Murray, of KDKA staff. in 
‘ercy hospital for an operation after 
ailing at home for two weeks. 

Al Brevak, of the Harris circuit's 
a department, _ relief 
®round the chain this summer. 
A Tene Loomis, secretary to Man- 
ager Cliff Daniel of WCAE. resigned 
© look after her ailing mother. 

erb Kubly, former Sun-Tele- 
aN reporter, awarded a fellowship 


-. A. Sil 
geing ilver, WB zone manager, 


f ie 
= ©. and Arturo Vercesi, his head- 
aiter. : 


Par's 
Stanley 
ties eet of Variety Club’s chari- 


Milt Smj : 
Publishing -« ex-WB manager here, , 


while Al Nobel is away for 


manager | 


up to Skowheg: ‘calle 0 ’ 
World preem of “Life With Wathen” | ter will move into the Signal Corps’ | 


®ny Conforti, operator of Nixon | Plant at 


to Canada for some fishing. | Army Pictorial Service. — : 
cariety Girl” will preem at | the old Parameunt studios, which 
. unday midnight, Aug. 31, j the Army 


Wilbur 
|Ralli property as addition to his 
| Desert Inn, now under construction. 
| Danny Rogers and Ben Goffstein 
celebrated their reunion after 20 
years on opposite coasts with a big 
i dinner party at the Rancho Vegas. 
Joey Adams announced that Las 
Vevas had gone over the top in its 
contributions to the Damon Runyon 
Fund by giving $20.000. a dollar for 
every man, woman and child in 
town, 





newspaper im Spanish out of New 


maestro, and his wife are ona Great 
Lakes cruise. and Everett Neill is 


in from Atlantic 


Wometco chain readying plans for | 
television setup in centrally located | 


started Saturday (2) includes Harry | 


Chicago 


Cole Porter weekend visitor at the 


for Hollywood by car with Chair | Ameamaser East. 


Veloz and Yolanda dance studios 
to open here around Labor Day. 
| Ashton Stevens and Joe Sherman 
at the Mayo Clinic for check-ups. 
| Carmen Miranda opens at the 
| Chez Paree, Aug. 21, for four weeks. 
| Jane Withers closed her nitery 
date here and entrained for N. Y. 
on trousseau shopping. 

John Balaban, Bill Hollander and 
; Irv Kupcinet to N. Y. on first lap af 
| European-Palestine tour. 

Chicago Majestic tossed party for 
at the Ambassador East. 

C. E. Tracy, brother of Spencer 
Tracy, in town with his wife before 
departing for Eagle River, Wiscon- 
sin. 

The Ravinia Summer Theatre, lat- 





| 


; ager, 
|; committee for 


ager, here to explain new selling 
plan to independent exhibitors, 
Pat McLane, chosen Queen of 
Lakes for 1948 Aquatennial celebra- 
tion, won trip to Hollywood studios. 


1 
| 


| 


M. A. Levy, 20th-Fox district man- | 


chairman of arrangements 


Northwest Variety 


club’s annual golf tournament at Oak | 


Ridge Country club. 
Bennie Berger, North 
Allied president and 
circuit owner, has 


Central 
independent 
sent letter to 


{heads of regional independent thea- 


tre owner units and exhibitors ask- 


| ing them to get behind former Gov. 


their recording artist, Dick Farney | 


} est addition to Midwest strawhat cir- | 


; cuit, presented “Philadelphia Story,” 
last Friday (1) night. 

| Chicago reminiscent of Hollywood 

, this week with camera crews around 


itown shooting scenes for “Call 
| Northside 777” and “Snake Pit.” 
| “Variety Girl” will be shown at | 


i Chicago theatre for one day only, 
on Sept. 25, on upped scale and with 


| proceeds going to Variety Club of 
| Illinois. 
} Mrs. Danny Thomas has _ turned 


songwriter and her tune, “Just Be- 
fore I Sleep.’ is being recorded by 


|eonstruction of 


Margaret Whiting and _ Frances 
| Langford. 
Governor Dwight Green. and 


Senators Scott W. Lucas and Way- 
land Brooks have been added to the 
list of showbiz celebs who will ap- 
| pear at the Jack Benny testimonial 
to be held on Aug. 24 in Powell 
Park, Waukegan. 


Bucks County, Pa. 


By Sel Jacobson 
Robert Noe in from Princeton’s 
McCarter to join Playhouse com- 
pany. 
Luise Rainer in from Dennis to 
New Hope for “Joan of Lorraine” 
rehearsals, 


working together on film at Kirk- 
land’s Springtown farm. 
Edgar Levy tossing in towel Aug. 
at Yardley strawhatter. Final 
week is eighth of season. 

Walter Slezak harvesting wheat 
with combine at his Ottsville farm. 
Back to Coast fer RKO this month. 
Joan Mortimer released by Theron 


© 





| 


| 


nounced 


| 


| 


| Bamberger to play Viola in “Twelfth | 


| Night” for Bob Porterfield at Barter 
theatre, Abingdon, Va. 

Theron Bamberger giving extra 
matinee Thursday (7) of 
| topher Blake” -at New Hope for 
benefit of Solebury School 
| Arnold Stang, radio thesp of 
| Henry Morgan program, visiting 
; Charles Gussman at Newtown farm. 
| They're collaborating on new air 
| show, “Eager Beaver.” . 


Washington 


By Florence S. Lowe 


Jesse and James. dancing comics, 
a current click at Club Kavakos. 


Tola Productions issued invites for 
a brass hat preem of “The Roosevelt 
| Story” Aug. 11 in auditorium of Na- 
| tional Archives. 

Over 400 contestants tried out for 
| the revival at Loew's Capitol of 
“Going Native” revue. .- 

George Canty, commercial film 
; specialist for State Dept., off to Cape 
| Cod for a month’s rest. 
William Keighley, film and radio 
| producer, in town to huddle with 
| FBI biggies on the forthcoming 20th- 
| Fox, “Street With No Name.” 


| Local station WWDC got sponsors 
of its baseball broadcasts to forego 
| commercial on Aug. 18 to plug the 
Damon Runyon Cancer Drive. 
Leatrice Joy. guest starring in 
“The Vinegar Tree” in summer stock 
here. revealed she was about to be- 
come a grandmother any day now. 
Vatican City Roman Singers. who 
gave a concert here last Sunday (3) 




















AAF Pic Coverage 








Centinued from page 1 
| owes virtually the entire Bikini 
/bombtests photographic equipment, 
leonsidered the finest in the world. 
iIt includes 12 huge camera ships— 
converted B-29's—which operated 


|used by the flying circus covering 
AAF operations around the globe. 
iIn addition there are sound trucks 
'which can be flown anywhere in 
|C-$2 ‘flying boxcar) planes. 

The photographie center of the 
AAF will be at Andrews Field, Md. 
The headquarters and camera 


: jequipment will be based there, some 
M © National Theatre Conference. | of it coming from Lowry Field, Den- 


In addition. the laboratory cen- 
Astoria, L. IL, sharing 
with . the Signal 
These are 


| space 


purchased during the 
In addition, Eglin Field, Fia., 
reactivate its metion picture 


war. 
will 


Pan-America weekly ; facilities. 


over Bikini and which will now be | 


Corps’ | 


included Frank Pinza, 9-year-old 
nephew of Ezio Pinza, thé Met star. 
| “Does the Lady Yield,” political 
| drama which is getting a pre-Broad- 
| way tryout at the Cragsmoor straw 


‘hatter, was written by Eugene 
Lerner, a local lad. 
Theatre Guild's Lawrence Lang- 


Sing as well as dance as 
“Oklahoma!”, with a view to having 
latter replace Robert Nash, who 
bows out of the cast soon. 


- — 


Minneapolis 
By Les Rees 
M-G-M club held annual picnic 
at Golden Vallev Club. 
Joe Mooney Quartet into Hotel 
Radisson Flame Room. 
Andvy’s night club has Roberta & 
Mack. Regini and Joe Griffin. 
Gene Autry and his rodeo spotted 
for St. Paul Auditorium, Sept. 13-21. 


ner in to see Alfred Ciabelli, Jr. | 
Jud in|} 








Max Roth and Harry Mandell, 
Eavle-Lion district managers, in 
town. 

Dorothy Lewis ice show in 10th 
week at Hotel Nicollet Minnesota 
Terrace. | 


LeRov J. Miller. Universal braneb 
manager. spendins fortnight fishing 
in northern Minnesota waiters. 

‘ Andy Smith, 20th-Fox sales man- 


| production of Georze Moore's 


Mel Baker and Jack Kirkland! Bajjad.” 


| Time,” 
business. 


Ta | 
“Chris- ; 


Harold Stassen of Minnesota as Re- 
publican presidential candidate. 


Vienna 


By Em?! W. Maass 
The Royal, a new film producing 
company, is working on a Schubert 
film. 


Erich Kleiber signed contract to 
direct State Opera 20 times 
coming season. 

Willi Forst producing company 


plans new Mozart fi 
Wolf directing. 


ssva¢) - 
With lans 


Oldest Vienna winehall, Paulus 
Stube, which was badly damaged 
during war. reopened 

Film in Esperanto, depicting re- 


Budapest, 
shown here in Urania. 

Jan Guldan reelected as president 
of Austrian Theatre Managers Assn. 
Society has 295 members. 

Paul Kalbeck, director of Volks- 
theatre under Max Reinhardt, got 
back the job he Jost in 1938 

Robert Cravenne, French = film 
manager, in Vienna to negotiate 
Austro-French Film exchange. 

USFA films here are now open for 
invited civilians if accompanied by 
U. S. military or civil personnel. 

State-owned Burg theatre to pre- 
sent “I Remember Mama,” translated 
by Karl Zuckmayers, next winter. 

Office for reconstruction of opera 
announced that great progress was 
made this summer on wardrobes and 
halls. 

Film Producer 
signing 
new 


being 


up Elfie Maver- 


hofer for production “Vienna 





London 


Lou Wilson off ww provinces for 
tour round the Stoll theatre circuit. 

Joe Wyndham, BBC 
drummer, rescued 
Bexhill. seaside resort. 


Hollywood 


Dewey Starkey to Eugene, Ore. 

Jessica Dragonette in from N. Y. 

Philip Dorn on vacation at Carmel, 

Anne Nagel)! laid up with bronchi- 
tis. 

Harry James aired in from the 
east. 

Lynne Roberts to Laguna for 10 
days. 

Penny Singleton drove to Phoenix, 
Ariz. 

Bill Holden laid up with stomach 
trouble. 

Bob Hope has a new stand-in, Lyije 
Moraine. 

Kathleen O'Malley to Balboa on 


| Vacation, 


Herb 
bronchitis, 

Rhonda Fleming divorced Thomas 
Wade Lane. 

George Burns 
to Catalina. 

Laraine Day and Leo Durocher to 
San Antonio. 

Edw ard Marin to Sa ! 
a location hunt 


A. FitzPatrick in town after 


Coleman bedded with 


Allen 


and Gracie 


Francisco on 


James 


an eastern tour 

George Murphy and family to 
Coronado Beach. 

Eve Arden divorced Edward G. 
Berger in Reno, 

Henry Herbel to Chicago for War- 
ners’ sales meeting. 

Emil Coleman signed for a new 
run at the Mocambo 

Jack Bailey suffered minor injue 
ries in a motor crash. 

Baiton MacLane back to work af- 


ter a siege of ptomaine 

Robert Stack returned from his 
vacation at Lake Tahoe 

Geraldine Brooks to Laguna for a 
week of strawhat work. 


Jack Merivale and Jan Sterling 
divorced in Sacramento. 

Virginia Huston sprained an ankle 
in a collision with a bus. 

Judy Canova returned from a 


South American vacation. 
Jack L. Warner postponed his Eu- 
ropean tour until autumn. 


J. J. Nolan returned from a 


| month’s siesta in Honolulu. 


Gruenstein  an- 


orchestra | 
two bathers at, 


Despite sharply divided press, Noel | 


Coward’s new show, “Peace in Our 
at the Lyric, doing capacity 


Actor-producer Gabriel Toyne and 


wife (former Diana Beaumont) left | 


for New Zealand for legit work. She 
appeared in London production of 
“Life With Father.” 

Leading British and American 
film industryites hosted Abel Green, 
editor of Varrmry, at luncheon. He's 
currently making a survey of Brit- 
ish and continental show biz. 

Emile Littler has booked Carol 
Lynne. wife of producer-agent Ber- 
nard Delfont, for Ella Logan part in 
“Finign’s Rainbow,” which opens at 
the Palace some time in October. 

John Wildberg has closed deal with 


' Jack Hylton for West End opening 


of “Anna Lucasta.” with colored cast 


of 12. including Hilda Simms, origi- | 


nal Broadway lead. Show opens 
some time in September after two 
weeks’ tryout in provinces. 


By Jee W. Walker 
Jeannie Claire trio in at Presi- 
dent’s Roundc-the-World Room. 
Jerry Lewis and Dean Martin due 
oo Irv Wolf's 500 club on Aug. 





Phillip Morris’ Johnny (Roventini) 
has reservation for Traymore vaca- 
tion. , 

Hunt Bros. circus. due here Aug. 


Groucho Marx to Jackson Hole, 
Wyo., for 10 days of fishing. 
Deborah Kerr moving into her 


new Pacific Palisades home. 

Barbara Gray checked in at RKO 
after three months in England . 

Adrian Scott accidently shoved his 
hand through a pane of glass. 

Hilda Black moved out of Re- 
public to open her own flackery. 

Bing Crosby bought more ranch 
acreage in Elko County, Nevada. 

Ann Dvorak and Igor Dega an- 
nounced their engagement to wed. 

Ernest Turnbull in from Australia 
to huddle with Charles P. Skouras. 

Verne Walker under a doctor's 
care at his home on Balboa Island. 

Gov. John O. Pastore of Rhode Is- 
land guesting with Jack L. Warner. 

Jack Benny, back from his vaca- 
tion, is mulling a strawhat appear- 
ance. 

Marion Brown and Fred 
Jr.. merged with Walter 
agency, 

Audrey Manners in from the east 
for a stint at the Beverly Hills 
Tropics. ' 

Dore Schary will speak at this 
year’s Nobel dinner in New York, 
Dec. 10. 

Robert Taylor and Barbara Stan- 
wyck building a new home in Bever- 
ly Hills, 

Jac’- Carson and Janis Paige to 
San Francisco for a week at Golden 
Gaie theatre. 

Larry Kolpack to Chicago and At- 


Kohler, 
Kane 


‘lanta to set up offices for Finley 
_ Transcriptions. 


| check 


18-23, will be sponsored by local Ki- | 


wanis club. 

Carmen Cavallaro and wife at 
Haddon Hall as he filled engagement 
at nearby Stee! Pier. 


the Boardwalk’s Auditorium theatre 
guests at the Traymore for the sea- 
son. 

Ginnie O’Cornor seeking contribu- 
tions over WBAB to send crippled 
children at Betty Bacharach home to 
circus. 

Harry James and Don Voorhees on 
hand as Atlantic City race track 
opened serond half of its 42-day meet 
on July 31. 


Dublin 


By Maxwell Sweeney 

Moyna MacGill 
Hollywood on vacation. 

Abe Elliman. general manager of 
Odeon (‘Treland) circuit, to London 
for confabs. 

Strike of Cork cinema workers for 


pay hike deferred one week for 
further talks. 
Shipping space difficulties on 


cross-channel services 
booking of vaude acts here 
RKO Dublin manager Bertie Mac- 
Nallv beck from honeymoon to N. Y 
and Hollywood. 
Actress Kathleen Ryan to London, 


noawel 
nove 


upsetting 


this week to nlav lead in Wessex 
Films production of George Moore’s 


inovel “Esther Watters.” 


Marty Caine in from Cleveland to 
nitery and stage acts for 
Frank Sennis Agency. 

Al Jolson will be guest of honor 
at the Friars Club’s next “Roast- 
master” night, Aug. 13. 

Robert Stevens resumes his 
name, Robert Kellard, in 
Granger” at Columbia. 

Harold Nebenzal returned fo his 
film chores after two weeks with the 
Marine Reserve at San Diego. 

Stuart Erwin fell off a balcony 
while working in “Headin’ for Heav- 
en” and sprained his right wrist. 

Frank Loesser delivered an ad- 


real 
“Tex 


| dress to the National Safety Council 
George Oshrin and David Lowe of | 





in Belfast from. 


in behalf of the radio and picture 
industries. 


Westport, Conn. 


By Humphrey Doulens 

Fred Schang back from Hawaii. 

The Moss Harts visiting Edna Fer- 
ber. 

Helen Olheim to northern Michi- 
Ean. 

Diana Wynyard visiting at Nor- 
walk. 

Ann Greenway and Bil) Nesbitt at 
Sound Beach. 

George Stinchfield visiting Chris- 
tie MacDonald. 

Milton Diamond entertaining the- 





'atrical folk next Sunday. 


| Cod. 


John Cecil Holm here from Cape 
His new book, “MeGarrity 2"? 
the Pigeons,” has been publishtu vy 
Rinehart. 

Romney Brent cheeked in from 
Bermuda to play original role in 
“Joan of Lorraine” at Ridgefield 
Playhouse this week. 

Season at Westport Country Play- 
house being extended four weeks. 
Theatre Guild may try out “No 
Room at the Inn” the final week of 
September 1 
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Exclusively on DECCA RECORDS 


JUST RELEASED: 


BRAHMS’ HUNGARIAN DANCE No. 4 in F Minor 
“ON THE AVENUE” with The Andrews Sisters 
“YOU DO” with Bing Crosby 


TO BE RELEASED SOON: 


“RHUMBA MARIA” 
(A sensational piano fantasy with rhythm.) 
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